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z claims. (c1. 36-12) 
, MyV invention relates tolan improvement in 
the construction of shoes and particularly to the 
securing of the sole ̀ to the upper. Among the ob 
jects are: ‘ 

`A shoe with` the upper secured to the sole‘ by 
‘ thongs. 

An open work between the sole and upper con 
sisting of thongs. c ‘ ’ 

An upper movably secured to the sole. 
`A self adjusting and fitting shoe upper. 
A health shoe ventilated and self adjusting. 
An attractive yet comfortable shoe.` Thongs or 

ribbons as a means for securing the soles to the 
uppers. I 

I accomplish these and other objects `by the 
construction herein ̀ described andshown in the ‘ 
‘accompanying drawing forming a part hereof in 

`which: il, 
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Fig. 1 is a side view of my shoe. p 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary detail. 
Fig. 3 is a section at 3_3 Figures 1 and 2. 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary‘section at 4-4 Figures 

1 and 2. ` ` , i 

Figs. 5, 6, and 7 ̀ are„fragrnentary `details of 
modification of 'thongs and their application. 

1 Similar reference characters refer to similar 
parts` throughout the several" views of the draw-r ' 

" ing and in the specifications to follow: 
'I'he ‘upper` I is separated from the sole `2 vby 

`‘the space 3 in which the thongs 4 unite‘and se~ 
cure the upper to the sole. The space 3 may be 
crossed by thongs all around‘the edges 5 of the 

` I; sole and 6 of the upper or may be provided only 
` ` part way between the toe ‘I and heel 8 as` shown 

in Figure ̀ 1 in which the thongsend at 9 leav 
ing an open space IIl around and near the heel. 

I have shownthe upper `I as having perfora-l 
tions `II over its surface and a thong 4.as pass 
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ing through many of the lower row of perfora 
tionsA I2. p The upper I` and sole I5 are laced to 

" gether as follows: One end of the thong is passed 
x inwardly‘through an aperture I2 in the upper. 

‘ `lin order to form a loop I3, this end is brought 
outwardly ̀below the edge of the upper and across ` 

> that portion I6 of the thong coming from below 
to‘said aperture I2, and then inwardly and up` 
wardlyon the interior‘of the shoe. This end 
is then passed outwardly through the next aper 
ture I2 in the upper and downwardly (as shown 
at I1) through the loop I3 and at the same time 
crosses the portion I6 of the thong. The thong 
is then shown as passing through the aperture I4 

, in the upper sole I5 `and under said upper sole 
from one aperture ̀I4 to another one end I6 pass 
ing rearwardly toward the heel and the‘other 
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end‘ I1 passing forward toward the toe. The i 
ends pass each other in opposite directions be 
tween the upper sole I5 and the lower sole I8 
which conceals the thongs 4 between the upper 
and lower soles. ‘ 

By the construction just described the thongs 
4 may be laced in and out through the ̀ lower 

` row of apertures I2 and the apertures I4 in the 
upper sole I5 continuously along one side of the 

' sole and upper around the toe and along the 
other side to the point `9 and the thongs may 
yield to permit movement between the upper and 

' the sole thereby adjusting the upper automati 
cally to the footof ̀ the wearer and at the same 
time alfording ample ventilation to the foot. 

» ‘I‘he portion I9 of the upper not secured to the 
sole near and around the heel provides a separate` 
adjustment and freedom around the heel of the 

` 1 foot. `The upper sole and lower sole may be 
`secured to each other by the stitching 2li or 
otherwise. 
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In the modifications shown in Figures 5, 6 and ` , 
7` I have shown the thongs 4 connecting the 
upper I` to the sole 2 in other ways than here 
inbefore described. In Figures 5 and 6 the 
thongs 1 4 are shown as formed integral with 
theupper I and the ends` are carried under 
the inner sole 2I to which they may be se 

I cured. In Figure 7 the thongs 4 are shown as 
being laced through the apertures I2 and held 
to thesole by being secured to the inner sole 
or between the insole and the sole 2. In either 
caseas in the construction shown in Figures 1 
and 2 inclusive the space 3 between the sole and 
upper is bridged by the thongs. 

I have herein shown and described the con~‘ 
struction of my shoe in detail and it is obvious 
after this disclosure to one skilled in thel making 
of shoes that numerous modiñcations of my in 
vention are apparent to suit the various condi 
tions to which it is adapted in the manufacture 
of shoes. I therefore do not wish toA be limited 
to the details herein disclosed as I may wish 
to depart therefrom within the scope of the ap 
pended claims which set forth my invention. ` 

I claim: 
l. In a shoe, an upper having apertures along 

its lower edge and a, sole apertured along its 
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edge separated from said upper by a space, and  
a thong laced across said space to secure said 
upper to the sole, the end of said thong pass 
ing from an aperture in the sole below upward 
ly and inwardly through an aperture in the 
upper then downwardly and outwardly «forming 
a loop over said thong and inwardly and np 



wardly and through another aperture in' said 
upper then outwardly and downwardly through 
said loop and across said thong and into another 
aperture in said sole. 

2. In a shoe, an upper having apertures along 
its lower edge and a sole apertured along its edge 
separated from said upper by a space, and a 
thong laced across said space to secure said 
upper to the sole, the end of said thong pass 
ing from an aperture in the sole below, upward 
ly and inwardly through an aperture in the 
upper and then downwardly and outwardly 
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forming a loop over said thong and inwardly 
and upwardly through another aperture in said 
upper then outwardly and downwardly through 
said loop and crossing said thong and into the 
next aperture in said sole, 'a lower sole, the ends 
of the thong passing in opposite directions be 
tween said sole and said lower sole and extend 
ing upwardly through said sole and through 
adjacent apertures in said upper thereby ex 
tending said lacing for a substantial distance l0 
around the edges of said upper and sole. 

DAVID LEVIN. 


