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5 Claims. 

This invention relates to an improvement in 
street water hydrants, and more particularly to 
a guard against unauthorized use thereof. 
The object of this invention is to provide a new 

5 and improved hydrant guard which will prevent 
the use of the hydrant by all except those pro 
vided with a special wrench or tool. 
Another object relates to the method of secur 

ing the guard to the hydrant or ai?xing it there 
to so that the guard will not cause or allow the 
accumulation of water, ice, snow, dirt, etc, be 
tween the guard and the external end of the valve 
stem or wrench nut of the hydrant, and thus will 
not cause its use to become impaired at any time 
or season of the year. 
Another object relates to the construction of 

the guard and the means for securing it to the 
hydrant so that it can be readily adapted to the 
conventional hydrant. Heretofore guards of a 
somewhat similar type have been used but in or 
der to secure them in proper position on the hy 
drant it has been necessary to cause holes to 
be drilled through the hydrant top in order to 
bolt the guard thereto. This operation is ex 
pensive and often entails a good deal of breakage. 
Further, in order to attach a guard of that type 
to the hydrant it becomes necessary to remove 
the hydrant top and entails a laborious and diffi 
cult operation. I am also familiar with other 
types of hydrant guards which are cast as a unit 
with the hydrant top. This latter type of guard 
does not allow suf?cient drainage of ice or snow 
accumulation and serves as a collector of dirt, 
even though side openings are left in the guard, 
and breakage of the guard in such castings re 
quires replacement of the entire hydrant top. 
The use of my guard eliminates all necessity for 
drilling of the hydrant top or casting it therewith, 
and provides for a guard which can be readily en 
gaged to or disengaged from the hydrant when 
ever desired or whenever it becomes necessary to 
do so, all of which can be performed by one per 
son in a minimum amount of time and with great 
ease. Other objects relate to the economy and 
novel construction and arrangement of the parts 
which will be apparent from a consideration of 
the following speci?cation and drawing, where 
m 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a conventional street 
water hydrant with the improved guard secured 
thereto. 

Fig. 2 is an elevation of the exposed portion of 
the conventional street water hydrant showing 
my improved guard mounted thereon. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view of the upper end 
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of a conventional street water hydrant with my 
guard mounted in place, parts being broken away 
and parts being shown in section. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of my improved hy 
drant guard. 
Referring to the drawing, the conventional 

street water hydrant which I have shown for 
purposes of illustrating my invention and which 
is a type which is in great commercial use, con 
sists of the stand pipe 56 terminating at its upper 
end in the ?ange I l. esting thereon by means 
of the ?ange i2 is the hydrant top or bonnet, it, 
the upper portion of which is substantially hemis 
pherical in contour. These two sections of the 
exterior of the hydrant are held together by 
means of the bolts Ii‘. extending through the 
?anges and locked by the nuts l5. Extending 
from the bonnet may be a pair of nozzles 56 and 
H. The bonnet may have formed integrally 
therewith a stuffing box 18 which extends in 
wardly therefrom, the purpose of which is con 
ventional, and at the juncture of the stuf?ng box 
and the bonnet the annular shoulder E9 is formed. 
A stuf?ng box element or cap 20 is provided with 
an annular groove 2! which seats over the shoul~ 
der I9, the cap being formed with the wrench nut 
portion 22. A cap screw 23 extends through the 
wrench nut and stu?‘ing box cap and into the up 
per end of the valve stem assembly or stem nut 
213, the said stem nut being seated in the axially 
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aligned recess 25 in the stuffing box cap. It will " 
thus be seen that by means of this assembly 
through the stuffing box it of the bonnet, a clo 
sure is formed for the hydrant top and stuf?ng 
box, and at the same time an operating connec 
tion is e?ected by means of which the operat- ’ 
ing stem of the hydrant can be operated by ap 
plying a wrench to the nut portion 22. 
My new and improved guard which can readily 

be secured to the top of the hydrant hereinabove 
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40 
described, or to a similar type of hydrant, consists 
of the cap 3B, which is held above the stumng box 
cap 36, the wrench nut 22, and the bonnet 13, by 
means of the legs 34. The cap 30 may consist of 
an annular disk 32, and may in addition he 
formed with the depending ?ange 33. 
may be formed of the disk and ?ange portion in 
one piece so that it may form a complete covering 
for the stu?ing box cap and the wrench nut 22, 
or it may merely consist of the disk 32. The aper 
ture 3| may be formed centrally of the disk por 
tion 32 so that a tool such as a key or socket 
wrench may be inserted through it to operate the 
wrench nut, but not otherwise. In this manner 
only those being possessed of or provided with a 
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2 
proper key or tool will be able to operate the hy 
drant. Also by reason of the fact that the cap is 
positioned above the bonnet and the wrench nut 
and is held in spaced relation to them by means 
of a number of spaced-apart legs, such as the 
three legs 34 shown in the drawing, any mois 
ture, rain, snow, dirt, etc, which may enter 
through the opening 3| will drop out through the 
bottom of the cap 30 which remains open and 
spaced apart from the hydrant bonnet and its 
operating parts. The upper portions of the legs 
34 are formed of the substantially vertically ex 
tending parts 35 which are joined to the cap 
either by welding or being cast integrally there- 
with. The portions 34 of the legs are, as shown 
in the drawing, curved to conform to the con 
tour of the hydrant top which in the illustration 
shown is arcuate for about one-half its height so 
as to provide a close ?t to the hydrant top and 
?rmly hold the guarding cap in position. 
The lower portion of the legs may terminate in 

the foot portions 36 which have openings 38 in 
them so that they can be seated on the flange 12 
of the bonnet and over the bolts hi and locked 
in place thereon by the nuts i5. If desired, the 
foot of the leg may be formed of laterally ex~ 
tending portions as at El’ so that two bolts may 
be spanned thereby. If desired, any number of 
these foot portions may be formed to span two 
bolts or they may all be formed so as to engage 
only a single bolt. In the drawing I have shown 
one of the legs having a foot portion spanning 
two bolts, as may become necessary when only 
three supporting legs are desired, but where it 
becomes necessary .to adapt it to a ?ange secured 
by a number of bolts not divisible equally by the 
number of legs, as for example, in this instance 
there are eight bolts passing through the ?ange 
of the hydrant. It will therefore be seen that 
I do not wish to restrict myself to the number 
of supporting legs for my guard, or to the exact 
detail of the foot portions. However, it will be 
seen that by means of these foot portions the 
legs of the guard may be readily secured to the 
hydrant top or bonnet by means of the conven 
tional bolts used in holding the hydrant parts 
together, and without disturbing the normal 
functions thereof, either when engaging the 
guard to the hydrant or in disengaging it there 
from. 
Although I have shown and described the pre 

ferred embodiment of my invention, it will 
readily be seen by those skilled in the art that 
various changes in the details and structure may 
be made therein without departing from the 
spirit of my invention and I therefore do .not 
wish .to be restricted thereto except as limited 
by the appended claims. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. The combination with a street water hy 

drant comprising a lower standpipe portion ha - 
ing an external peripheral ?ange at its upper 
edge and a top portion having an external pe 
ripheral ?ange at its lower edge, sai-d ?anges be 
ing secured together by means of bolts and a 
valve stem actuating head extending externally 
of said top portion, of a guard for said actu 
ating head, said guard comprising an annular 

2,118,233 
cap held over said actuating head in spaced re~ 
lation thereto and in spaced relation to said top 
portion by means of supporting legs, said sup 
porting legs having foot portions adapted to rest 
on the ?ange of said top portion and be held 
thereagainst by means of said bolts. 

2. The combination with a street water hy 
drant comprising a ?anged standpipe portion 
and a flanged bonnet portion, said portions be 
ing secured to each other by bolts extending 
through said ?anges, said bonnet having a valve 
stem actuating head extending from its exterior, 
of a guard for said actuating head, said guard 
comprising an annular cap covering said actu 
ating head held in spaced relation thereto and 
to said bonnet by means of a plurality of sup 
porting legs, said legs lying on said bonnet and 
its ?ange and being demountably secured there 
to by means of said bolts. 

3. The combination with a street water hy 
drant comprising a ?anged standpipe portion 
and a ?anged bonnet portion, said portions be 
ing secured to each other by bolts extending 
through said ?anges, said bonnet having a valve 
stem actuating head extending from its exterior, 
of a guard for said actuating head, said guard 
comprising a cap having an aperture therein 
adapted .to admit a tool whereby said valve'stem 
head may be actuated, and a plurality of legs 
lying on said bonnet having foot portions en~ 
gaged by said bolts and head portions secured 
to said cap to hold it in spaced relation to said 
head and to said bonnet. > 

‘i. The combination with a street water hy 
drant having a ?anged standpipe portion and a 
?anged bonnet portion secured together by a plu 
rality of bolts passing through said ?anged por 
tions, said bonnet having a valve operating stem 
wrench nut on the exterior thereof, of a guard 
adapted to protect said nut and to permit se 
lective operation thereof, said guard compris 
ing a disc having an aperture therein axially 
aligned with said nut and adapted to admit an 
operating tool thereto, and being held in spaced 
relation to said nut and said bonnet by means 
of depending leg portions bolted to said ?anges 
by the bolts thereof. ' . 

5. The combination with a street water hy 
drant comprising a ?anged standpipe portion 
and a ?anged bonnet portion, said portions being 
secured together by means of ‘a plurality of bolts 
extending through said ?anges, said bonnet hav 
ing a valve operating stem wrench nut extend 
ing from the .top thereof, of a guard adapted to 
protect said nut and permit selective operation 
thereof, said guard comprising a cap having an 
aperture therein axially aligned with said nut 
adapted to permit passage of an operating tool 
vtherethrough, and supporting members for said 
cap adapted to hold it above and in spaced rela 
tion to said nut and said bonnet, said support 
ing members being adapted to lie against said 
bonnet and conforming substantially to the con 
tour thereof, the lower extremities of said sup 
porting members having foot portions adapted .to 
be seated on the ?ange of said bonnet and be 
secured thereto by means of said bolts. 

TOBY RUGGIO. 
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