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`The invention relates 'generally to the electric 
Aïlight cord"r sets,v and ̀ n'iorewparticularly toV such 

2 cord sets made up of miniature sockets and espe 
Y cially intended and adapted for use in providing 

v 5f'decorative illumination for Christmas- trees. 
f Cord sets of'this character ordinarily comprise 

i a plurality of miniature sockets connected to 
gether inseriesby insulated electrical conduc 
tors, the end conductors or wires of a series of 
eightY or ten socketsbeing connected to aïtermi 

f `nal plug connector of conventional construction. 
l In the use of such a cord set on a tree, the loop 
formed .by the series of connected wires and 

< sockets is usually p-laced around the tree and the 
15  wiresl draped over and fastened to the tree 

‘ branches so as to position the sockets and their 
associated lights in the most advantageous deco 
rative relationship to the tree. 

It is well known, however, that unless consider 
able care is taken inthe placing of the sockets as 
well as in the placing 'and securing of the inter 
mediate wires, these Áwires constitute a harsh or 
non-harmonizing factor in the desired decora 
tive appearance of the tree, with the result that 
there is required aconsiderable amount of later 
performed work and effort in concealing o-r re 
arranging the wires of the cord set. vThese 
'changes or rearrangements often disrupt the 
decorative effect sought to be attained by the 
relative positioning of the lights on the trees, 
and they constitute objectionable factors in the 
work of decorating a Christmas tree. 
In View of these objections, an important ob 

ject of the present invention is to provide a new 
and improved cord set of this character which is 
inherently decorative in all of its major parts, 
thereby enabling the user to dispose the lights 
about the tree in any desired position to insure 
the maximum decorative utility of the lights 
themselves, and to employ such a disposal of 
the lights with assurance that the intermediate 
connecting wires will invariably enhance rather 
than detract from the decorative appearance oi’ 
the tree as a Whole. 
rMore speciiically, it is an object’ of the present 

invention to provide a cord set of this character 
wherein the wires intermediate the sockets have 
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a decorative covering of tinsel or the like asso- » 
ciated therewith in a relatively permanent man 
ner, so that these intermediate wires constitute 

 truely decorative elements which harmonize with 
the usual or standard decorations applied to the 
tree. ‘ 

55 Other objects and advantages will become ap 

(CL- 4154-10) 
parent from the vfollowingy description, taken in 

i connection with thev accompanying drawing, in 

which: , 
Fig. ~1 is a plan or side View of a cord set em 

~ bodyingthe invention in'its preferred form. 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmental view showing 

two of the'light sockets of Fig. l and the inter 
mediate connecting‘wire. ~ 
" Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken along 
the line 3--3 of Fig. 2. 

 Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 2 and illustrating 
an alternative embodiment of the invention; and 
VFig. 5 is a.' sectional ViewA taken along the line 

5--5 of Fig. 4. y 
For purposes-of disclosure, I have illustrated 
the drawing and will hereinafter'describe in 

detail the preferred embodiment of the invention, 
vtogether with one alternative form thereoi', with 
the understanding that I do not intend to limit 
my invention to the> particular constructions and 
arrangements shown, it being contemplated that 
various changesmay be made by those skilled in 
the art without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the appended claims. 

In’ both of the alternatively usable forms 
chosen for illustration herein the invention is 
embodied in a cord set having a plurality of 
miniature sockets l0, each adapted to receive a 
conventional ̀ Christmas tree light or lamp l I, the 
sockets being electrically connected together by> :i 
wires l2 so that the lamps H may be energized. 

` The sockets I0 are of vany preferred construction 
having an outer insulating shell with enclosed 
shell and center contacts (not shown) with which n 
the electrical connections are made. In each in- ' ' 
stance two wires i2 extend into the socket l0, 
one wire being connected to the shell contact 
while the other wire is connected to the center 

contact. 
While the series of sockets l0 included in the 

‘ cord set may be connected in parallel, the present 
embodiments show series connections between 
the sockets, and the wires l2’ from the two end 
sockets I0 are connected to the two terminals of 
a plug connector i3 which is used to` connect the 
co-rd set to a source of current. ì _ 
The wires i2 are, in each instance, of the insu 

lated type, having a ñexible rubber sheath l5 
(Fig. 3) about the wire, and a protective fabric 
sheath I6 about the rubber or insulating sheath 
I5. These insulating and protective sheaths are, 
of course, left intact throughout all of the ex 
posed portions between the sockets, and between 
the end sockets and the plug connector I3. 
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The length of the wires l2 between the several 
sockets is preferably such that a cord set having 
from eight to ten sockets comprises a relatively 
long string of connected light sockets which may 
be draped about a Christmas tree to produce an 
effective decorative arrangement and relation 
ship of the lights. In this draping of the string 
of lights it is desirable that the user be able to 
give his entire attention to the disposal of, the 
lights or sockets themselves without regard to the 
arrangement of thefintermediate Wires l2, rand 
in accordance with the present invention this de 
sirable end is attained by providing a cordy set 
wherein the intermediate wires have, in relatively 
permanent association therewith, a decorative 
means which liarmonizes with the customary tree 
decorations so that the Wires, with their cover 
ing, constitute inherently harmonizing decora 
tive elements for the tree. Preferably this deco 
rative means is such that it may be produced 
-and associated with» the wires in arelatively' 
l economical manner. With this purpose in view 
I have provided a concealing sheath 20 formed 
from tinsel andarranged to conceal the wires 
intermediate theV sockets l0. The tinsel em 
ployed for thisY purpose vcomprises a plurality of 
iine metallic threads 2|, which could, of course, 
be associated with or ̀ woven into the outer fabric 
sheath I6, but in the interest of economy and 
convenience of manufacture I preferto have the 

‘ sparkling metallic elements 2| of the‘tinsel ñrst 
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associated with a central thread orl cord 22 in` 
the customary manner as indicated in Figs. 3 
and 5, andthereafter to associate these strings 
of tinselwith the wires of the cord set. This 
association may be accomplish-ed in any preferred 
manner which produces a shielding of the wires 
from view by the casual observer; and as shown 
in Figs.> 1 to 3, a plurality of strings (three in the 
vpresent case) of tinsel are wound in relatively 
high 'pitch spirals about the wires. The ends of 
the strings of tinsel are secured to the wire l2' 
adjacent to the plug-connector’lS asvby means of 
a bendable metallic clamp 25, and the spirals are 
modified at each socket so as to leave the sockets 
exposed for the reception of the lights Il; 
In the form shown in Figs. 4 and 5 `of the 

drawing the decorative sheath is provided` by 
arranging several, in this instance three, strings 
of. tinsel parallel to the wires I2 and in lcircum 
.ferentiallyspaced points about the wires I2, the 
stringsof tinsel being held in substantially fixed 
relationship to the Wires l2 by a series of metallic 
clamps 2E as shown in the drawing. The clamps 
26, as well as the clamps 25, may be tightened in 
the degree necessary to hold the elements in the 
desired relationship. _ ' 

If desired, each wire I2 may be concealed by a 
separately formed sheath as indicated .at the 
right hand socket of Fig. 4; or the strands of 
tinsel may be continuous from end to end of the 
string of sockets so as to continue past each 
socket as indicated at the left hand socket of 
Fig. 4. » » 

From the foregoing descriptionv it will be evi 
dent that the present invention provides a cord 
set whereby a Christmas tree may be decorated " 
more effectively and with less work than hereto 
fore; 'and this result is attained by simple and ` 
economically constructed means. 

I claim as my invention: y ` 

l. A cord set ofthe character described com 
prising, in combination, a plurality of ‘lamp 
socketsga connector, wires electricallyv associated 
with said connector and with said sockets to sup 

2,110,353 
ply energizing current for lighting lamps placed 
in said sockets, said wires being arranged to pro 
vide an elongated string of sockets adapted to be 
draped about a Christmas tree witha substantial 
spacing of the sockets along the string, and a. 
sheath of decorative tinsel ñxed about said wires 
so as to substantially conceal said wires inter 
mediate said sockets. ` 

2. A decorative device of the character>` dis 
closed comprising, rin combination, a plug con 
nector, a plurality of lamp sockets, wires elec 
trically connecting said sockets to each other and 
to said connector in spaced relation to energize 
electric lamps placed in said sockets, anda deco 
rative sheath surrounding and substantially con 
cealing said wires, said sheath being formed from 
strings of vtinsel wound spirally about and ñxed 

vin position on said Wires> intermediate said 
sockets. 

3. A Christmas tree cord set comprising, in 
combination, a plurality of lamp sockets, wires 
connecting said sockets electrically to each other, 
into an elongated string adapted to be supported 
abouta tree, said sockets being spaced substan 
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tially from each other along the string thus«`25 
formed, terminal .means associated with said 

. wires to- connect said string to a source of` cur 
rent and thereby energize lights placed in said 
sockets, and decorative means permanently as- » 
sociated with said wires and operable to substan 

'tially conceal the same, said decorative means 
comprising a plurality of strings of tinsel extend 
ing longitudinally along said wires and disposed 
at circumferentially spacedpoints about the pe 
ripheryof said Wire, and means securing said 
tinsel Ystrings to said Wires at longitudinally 

, spaced points along the wire. 
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4. In a device of the character described, the v 
combination of a plurality of lamp sockets, wires 
electrically connecting said sockets in spaced 
relation to form a ̀ string of lights adapted to be 
draped about a Christmas tree, terminal means 
associated with said wires for> connecting said 
string to a source ofv current so as to energize 
lamps placed in said sockets, said Wires each 
comprising a flexible metallic electrical conductor 
and a ñexible insulating sheath surrounding the 
conductor between said sockets, and a decorative 
lconcealing means formed from tinsel and per 
manently associated with said insulating sheath 
to conceal said insulating sheath from view. 

5. A cord set for Christmas treescomprising, in 
combinations. plurality of lamp sockets,.wires 
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.electrically connecting said sockets in spaced ' 
lrelation to form a string _of light sockets adapted 
to be draped about aV Christmas tree, terminal 

s means associated with said wires for connecting 
said string to a source otenergizing current, 
said wires each comprising a flexible metallic 
electrical conductor and a ñexible insulating 
sheath surrounding the conductor between said 
sockets, and decorative means disposed along the 
wires intermediate said sockets in relatively per- 
manent association therewith, said decorative 
means comprising a plurality of elements formed 
withV an appearance harmonizing with standard 
Christmas tree decorations.` ' 

6. In a device of the character described,vr the 
combination of a plurality of lamp sockets, Wires 
electrically connecting said sockets in spaced 
-relation to rform a string of sockets adapted to 
be drape-d about a Christmas tree, said wires each 
Ycomprising an electrical conductor and a flexi 
ble insulating sheath surrounding said con 
ductor, and a decorative concealing means rela 
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tively permanently associated with said wires be 
tween said sockets, said decorative concealing 
means comprising a plurality of shiny sparkling 
elements disposed along said Wires. 

7. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a plurality of lamp sockets, wires 
electrically connecting said sockets to form a 
string of sockets spaced substantially from each 
other and adapted to be draped about a Christ 

mas tree, each of said wiresy comprising a 
metallic ilexible conductor and a ñexible insu 
lating sheath, and decorative means disposed 
along said Wires outside of said insulating sheath, 
said decorative means comprising a plurality of 
shining surfaces arranged to substantially con 
ceal said insulating sheath. 

CURTIS BARKES. 


