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This invention is a stamp and label box adapt 
ed to be used by shipping clerks and mailing clerks 
in business establishments, o?ices, etc., as a con-V 
venient depository for stamps and labels, whereby 
stamps of various denominations and labels of 
various kind may be ef?ciently segregated for 
convenient access. 
Shipping and mailing clerks use at various 

times stamps of several denominations and it 
is almost the universal practice to keep these 
stamps in separate envelopes with the denomi 
nations marked on the outside, so that, when 
any particular stamp is desired, the envelope is 
opened and one or more stamps removed. It is 
not uncommon in the mailing of parcels and the 
like to handle three or four different envelopes 
in order to get stamps of the proper denomina 
tion to ful?ll the postal requirements. 
The label problem constitutes another source 

of annoyance. These labels are generally con 
tained in separate receptacles or boxes which 
lie at random on the desk of the shipping clerk 
and have to be sorted over every time a particu 
lar type of label is required. 
The foregoing common practice constitutes an 

annoyance and waste of time. It slows down 
mailing and shipping facilities of an organiza 
tion and is altogether undesirable, yet, up to the 
present time, no satisfactory solution has been 
found. 
The present invention provides a simple and 

efficient solution of the problem through the pro 
vision of a box provided therein with compart 
ments adapted to contain stamps of different de 
nominations and labels of diiferent kinds in a 
convenient and accessible manner. One or more 
of the compartment walls of the box are hinged 
and are provided with appropriate catch devices. 
so that two or more compartments may be merged 
into one in the event thatia larger single com 
partment is desired in the place of two or more 
smaller compartments. Furthermore, the box 
provides convenient means for handling of labels 
in strip form, such, for example, as air mail labels 

' which are commonly employed in shipping and 
mailing departments. I 

Features of the invention. other than those 
adverted to, will be apparent from the hereinafter 
detailed description and claims, when read in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawing. 
The accompanying drawing illustrates one 

practical embodiment of the invention, but the 
construction therein shown is to be understood 
as illustrative, only, and not as de?ning the limits 
of the invention. 

(01'. 217-4) 
Figure 1 is a perspective View showing a box 

embodying the present invention. 
Figure 2 is a fragmental plan view of the in 

terior box compartments showing the manner in 
which certain compartment walls may be hinged 
to merge two or more compartments‘. 

Figure 3 is a section on the line 3—-3 of Figure 
1; and 
Figure 4 is a perspective View showing a strip 

label dispensing device which is associated with 
one of the compartments. 

Referring to the drawing, l designates a body 
of a box which, in practice, may be of any appr0~ 
priate shape and size, but is preferably relatively 
shallow, so that it may be conveniently positioned 
withinthe drawer of a desk or table or placed 
for safe keeping in a safe or locked box. 
The box body I may be provided with a cover 

of any appropriate kind. In the more expensive 
types of box, made in accordance with this in 
vention, we prefer to employ a rolled top, similar 
to that commonly used on rolled top desks, but 
inasmuch as this type of closure is well known, 
we have not considered it necessary to illustrate 
the same in the drawing. For the purpose of 
illustration, we have shown the closure in the 
form of a hinged cover 2 which may be locked 
in closed position, when desired, by an appropri 
ate lock constituting the parts 3 and 4, one of 
which is mounted on the cover and the other on 
the box body. When a hinged cover of the char 
acter described is employed, the inner face of 
the cover forms a convenient spaceon which is 
printed postal information appropriate to letter 
mail, air mail and parcel post and generally show- -. 
ing rates, zones, and other information useful to 
the user of the box. . 

The interior of the box body is divided by 
longitudinal and transverse walls into a series 
of compartments. We preferably provide along 
the front, portion of the box body a row of com 
partments designated generally by the reference 
characters 5, 6, ‘I, and 8. These compartments 
may. all be of the same or different. sizes and 
are adapted primarily to contain labels, stick 
ers, etc., such as have printed thereon, for ex 
ample, “Letter Mail”, “Special Delivery”, “Air 
Mail” or “Parcel Post”. The labels ?t into these 
compartments set on edge, so that they are, 
readily accessible for'convenient withdrawal. 
In the corner compartment 8 We house a strip 

label dispensing device, a convenient form of 
which is shown best in Figures 3 and 4. It may 
be economically made of sheet metal by bend 
ing an elongated strip of sheet metal into rec 

20 

25 



10 

20 

30 

40 

45 

tangular formto'produce a bottom Wall 9, end 
walls In and II and a top wall l2. The ends of 
the strip may be united by providing the bottom 
wall 9 with an upstanding flange |3 having slits 
and by providing the lower end of the end wall 
II with tongues adapted to be passed through 
said slits and bent over, as shown best in Fig 
ure 4 as at M. 
Labels in folded strip’ form are adapted to 

be contained within this structure and passed 
through a slot I5 in one end of the top wall 
| 2 and thence carried along the exterior sur 
face of said wall in the direction of the arrow 
in Figure 4 beneath a retaining member l5. 
This retaining member may also be stamped 
from sheet metal and of inverted U-shape form t 
to provide opposite side ?anges |'| having at 
their lower ends tongues similar to the tongues 
l4 adapted to be passed through slots in the top 
wall I 2 and bent over to hold the retainer H5 
in place. The end edge |B of the retainer is 
a cutting edge, so that the strip label,-after ex 
tending beneath the retainer and beyond the 
edge l8, may be withdrawn to the desired ex 
tent and torn off against said edge. 
tate the longitudinal movement of the strip la 
bel, the upper portion of the retainer is cut 
away to provide an operating slot l9 which is 
preferably suf?ciently largeLso as to permit the 
label, when in place on .the dispenser, to be 
read and properly identi?ed by the user With 
out necessitating the withdrawal of the label. 
The device shown in Figure 4 is, as stated, adapt 
ed to be received in the compartment 8, so as to 
?t said compartment snugly and this makes it 
unnecessary to provide side walls for the strip 
label container. ' 

In addition to the compartments 5-8, inclu 
sive, the box is shown as having additional com 
partments 20-25, inclusive. The compartments 
20 and 2| are separated by a transverse wall '25 
which is shown as hinged to a longitudinal wall 
21 by a hinge 28. This hinge is a spring hinge 
and is provided therein with a spring. 29, which 
serves to normally hold the wall 26 in aposition 
to separate the compartments 20(and 2|. How 
ever, said wall 26 may, if desired, be moved, as 
indicated by the arrow in Figure 2, to merge the 
compartments 2D and 2| and is provided at its 
free end with a spring catch 30 which, when the 
wall 26 is moved into the dotted line position of 
Figures 1 and 2, will pass through a slot 3| in 
the wall 2'! and thus lock the wall 26 in re 
tracted position, so that, in lieu of the two small 
er compartments 20 and ‘2|, a large or double 
compartment is provided. When the catch 30 
is released, the spring 29 will return the wall 
25 to the full line position of Figures 1 and 2 
and the small projection 32 may be, received 
‘into a depression in the wall 33 to serve to hold 
the wall 26 against inadvertent shifting. Ad 
ditional walls of the box may be made pivotal 
as described in connectionwith the wall 26 and 
we have shown one additional wall 34 pivoted 
to the wall 21 in the same way. 7 

To facili- , 
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In a box made as described labels are con 
veniently disposed in the compartments 5-8, 
while the stamps in loose, strip, sheet- or roll 
form are deposited in the other compartments 
in accordance with predetermined denomina 
tional designations, the partitions being shift 
able as stated to provide su?icient space for par 
ticular» denominations. In each case, however, 
the stamps are kept in an accessible way where 
their type and character can be easily observed 
and from which they may be removed without 
inconvenience or delay. ' 

It will of course be understood that the box 
‘of this invention may be-made of any suitable 
material and of any appropriate size and with 
any desired number of compartments depend 
ing upon conditions. 
The foregoing detailed description sets forth 

the invention in its preferred practical form, 
but the invention is to be understood as fully 
commensurate with the appended, claims. 
Having thus fully described the invention, 
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what we claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent is: 

1. A stamp and label box comprising a box 
body provided therein with a ?xed partition wall 
dividing the interior of the box body into a plu~ 
rality of compartments and having therein a 
slot, at least one hinged wall having .at one of 
its ends a spring hinge mounted on the fixed 
partition wall and serving to normally main 
tain the hinged wall in a position to subdivide 
one of the compartments in the box body into 
two smaller compartments, but being retract 
able against the tension of the spring hinge to 
merge said smaller compartments, and a spring 
clasp on the hinged .wall adapted to enter into 
the slot of the ?xed. partition to hold, the hinged 
wall in retracted position when, the clasp is en 
gaged with the slot. , v 

2. A stamp and label box comprising a box 
body provided therein with a ?xed partition wall 
dividing the interior of the box body into a plu‘ 
rality of compartments, and having therein a 
slot, at least one hinged wall having at one of 
its ends a spring hinge mounted on the ?xed par 
tition wall and serving to normally maintain the 
hinged wall in a position to subdivide one of the 
compartments in the box body into‘ two smaller 
compartments, but being retractable against the 
tension of the spring hinge. to merge said small 
er compartments, and a spring clasp ‘on. the 
hinged wall adapted to enter into'the slot of the 
?xed partition to hold the hinged wall in re 
tracted position when the ‘clasp is- engagedwith 
the slot, there being a depressionin a ?xed wall 
of the'box adjacent the free end, of the hinged 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

Wall when the latter is in subdividing‘position, ~ 
and a projection on‘the spring clasp adapted to 
engage with both said depression and said slot 
when the hinged wall is in its respective posi 
tions to preclude inadvertent movement of said 
hinged wall. , 
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