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This invention relates to an improvement in 
watch cases and has for its object the provision 
of a watch case of such a construction that its 
various surfaces can be highly polished by means 
of a lapping wheel whereby an extremely high 
lustre to such polished surfaces can be secured. 
As will be understood by those skilled in the art, 
it is extremely di?icult if not wholly impossible, 
to use a lapping wheel for polishing the surfaces 
of a watch case or similar article when the sur 
faces to be polished are provided with angular 
corners or small recesses which cannot be held 
against the surface of the lapping wheel. Ac 
cordingly, my invention contemplates the provi 
sion of a watch case composed of several united 
elements which can be made and polished sep 
arately, and then united after the polishing op 
eration to form the watch case and resultantly 
produce a case whose surfaces will be of extreme 
high polish and ?nish. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a watch case having a bezel made independently 
of the body of the case and removable therefrom 
to permit bezels having di?erently shaped crys 
tal-receiving openings to be substituted for one 
another whenever desired. 
These and other objects are attained by the 

invention, a more particular description of which 
will hereinafter appear and be pointed out in 
the claims appended hereto. 
In the accompanying drawing, Fig. l is a plan 

view of a watch case made in accordance with 
the invention; Fig. 2 is a similar plan view show— 
ing a bezel having a differently shaped crystal 
receiving aperture from that shown in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a sectional view on the line 3-3 of Fig. 
1, looking in the direction of the arrows; Fig. 4 
is a sectional view on the line 4-4 looking in the 
direction of the arrows; and Fig. 5 is a sectional 
view through a modi?ed structure. 
In the drawing, 6 indicates the upper half por 

tion of a watch case of the wrist-watch variety. 
The lower half of the case is of conventional form 
and is accordingly omitted from the drawing. 
Said case portion is provided with the usual pro 
jecting lugs l for the reception of the crossebar 
to,which the wrist band is attached. The body 
portion 6 is formed with an inwardly projecting 
?ange 8 and a vertical wall portion 9. Said por 
tion 6 thus forms a frame and de?nes a central 
aperture l0 into which the bezel l I is ?tted. The 
bezel H is shown as being in the form of a rec 
tangular frame which fits snugly in the aperture 
Ill and is provided with the central opening 
l2 surrounded by the crystal-receiving seat or 

(01. 58-88) 
groove I3. The bezel l l is formed with a circum 
ferential laterally extending ?ange III. which is 
located in back-of the ?ange 8 on the case por 
tion when the bezel is placed in position. 
In constructing the watch case, the bezel ll 5 

is made separately from the case portion 6 and 
thus the outer face of the bezel II can be easily 
held against the lapping wheel and given an ex 
tremely high lustre or polish by the lapping op 
eration. Similarly, the outer face portion of the 
inwardly extending ?ange 8 of the case member 6 
as well as the outer faces of wall 9 can also be 
easily polished by the operation of the lapping 
wheel. 
When the parts 6 and I l of the case have thus 

been highly polished, they are assembled by hav 
ing the bezel I! inserted through the opening [0 
in the case member 6. The bezel ll may retain 
itself in position by a tight frictional ?t aided by 
the natural resiliency of the metal, or it may be 
soldered in place at the back of the case member 
6. When in its final position, it may project 
slightly above the face of the ?ange 8 as shown 
in Fig. 3 with the lateral ?ange I4 on the bezel 
ii seated against the inner face of ?ange 8 as 
clearly shown in Figs. 3 and 4. If desired, the 
vertical wall 9 of the case member 6 may be un 
dercut as shown at E5 in Fig. 5, to thereby pro 
vide a snap ?t between it and the edge of the 
lateral ?ange M of the bezel. 

In the event that the bezel is arranged to be 
removable from the case to permit a new one to 
be substituted when desired, it will be obvious 
that a new bezel having, for example, a differ 
ently shaped crystal-receiving aperture, an ex 
ample of which is shown at I6 in Fig. 2 may be 
substituted. In this manner, the entire aspect 
of a watch may be changed by a quick substitu 
tion of a new bezel. Furthermore, by the manu 
facture of the parts of the watch-case separate 
from one another, the operation of securing an 
extremely high polish or lustre on the faces of 
these parts by means of a lapping wheel can be 
had, and the ?nished watch will accordingly have 
an extremely high lustre on its exposed faces 
heretofore only obtainable by tedious hand pol 
ishing. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a watch case, the combination of a watch 

case body portion formed with an aperture, a 
bezel inserted. in said aperture from the back of 
the body portion and having a portion ?tting 
within said aperture and a lateral ?ange engag~ 
ing behind the portion of the case surrounding 
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the aperture and limiting the extent of projection 
of the bezel through the aperture. 

2. In a watch case, a front body portion having 
a side wall and a top ?ange, an aperture de?ned 
by the top ?ange, a bezel frictionally held in 
said aperture, said bezel having a lateral ?ange 
friotionally engaging the side wall at the back 
of the aperture to hold the bezel in position. 

3. In a watch case, a front body portion, hav 
ing a side wall and a top ?ange, the top ?ange 
de?ning an aperture, a bezel ?tting said aperture 
and having a lateral ?ange abutting against the 
back of the body portion about the aperture, said 
?ange engaging the side wall on the body portion 
with a snap ?t to hold the bezel in position. 

JULIUS DINHOFER. 


