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8 Claims. (01. 15t_1'5j 
This invention relates to awnings, and more 

particularly to means for the ventilation of fab 
ric awnings which fit closely against the window 
casing. 

It has been found that in the use of the stand 
ard, form of window awning, air is normally 
trapped in the upper portion of the awning and 
the temperature at the top part of the awning 
is increased, generally to the extent of eight to 
ten degrees. Furthermore, if the windows adja 
cent the awnings are open, the heated air enters 
the windows, causing a substantial heating effect 
in the adjacent rooms. 
One of the objects of my invention is to pro 

vide ventilating means in an awning which are 
attractive in‘ ap‘earance and which prevent the 
trapping of air under the awning and which serve 
to prevent passage of heated air into the adjacent 
room when the windows are open. 

- Another object of the invention is to provide 
ventilating means in connection with window 
awnings which are adapted to be used with any 
size awning to prevent the trapping of air at 
the top portion of the awning and which are de 
signed to add to the appearance of the awning, 
particularly in the larger'sizes‘, by breaking the 
continuity of the ?at surface at the sides of the 
awning. ’ 

A further object of the invention is to provide 
a form of ventilator‘in the side portions of an 
awning which may be made at a low cost, which 
will exclude rain and keep out the sun, and which 
will serve to provide a circulation of air to main 
tain the temperature adjacent the awning sub 
stantially normal. , ' ~ 

With these and other objects in view, the in 
vention comprises the'various features herein 
after more fully described and set forth in the 
claims annexed hereto. 

. The various features of the invention are il 
lustrated in the accompanying drawing, show 
ing several preferred embodiments of the inven 
tion, in which: 
Figure 1 is a perspective of an awning embody 

ing the invention, the awning being shown in 
position over a window casing; . . 

Figure 2 is an enlarged detailed sectional view 
taken on the line 2-2 of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a fragmentaryvertical sectional 

view taken on the line 3-3 of Figure 1;‘ 
Figure 4, is'a' side elevation‘ of an awning‘ em 

bodying another expression‘ of the invention; 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary’ vertical sectional 

view taken‘ on'the' line‘ 5-—5 of Figure 4;‘v , > 
Figure 6‘ is a side‘elevation' of anawriing show 

ing a further embodiment of the invention, parts 
being broken away; , 
Figure 7 is a fragmentary vertical 

view taken on line 'l--'! of Figure 6; and , V 
Figure 8 is a horizontal sectional view taken 5 

on line 8—8 of Figure 6. - 

In the drawing, wherein for the purpose of i1 
lustration, are shown several preferred embodi~ 

sectional 

window casing 10 and side members 6 of sub 
stantially triangular form. ‘The awning is 
mounted to ?t closely against the window casing 
l 0 and may be held in position by the usual metal 15 
frame, not shown. ‘ i > ‘_ 

To provide suitable ventilation, each of the side 
members 6 is made in two parts orin lower and 
upper sections l2 and I6, respectively, having the 
adjacent edge portions arranged in overlapping 20 
relation but ‘spaced throughout practically the 
extent thereof, to provide a ventilating passage 
at the top of each side of the awning. 
‘By reference to Figures 1 and 2, it will be seen 

that the lower section l2 which is of substantiah 25 
ly trapezoidal form has its upper edge l4 spaced 
from the top of the awning to leave a triangular 
opening over which the top section or ?ap mem— 
ber' I6 is placed. > V _; 

The side edge portions of the member l6 are 
secured in place to provide continuity in the edges 
l8 and side member of the awning. 
More particularly, the member I 6 is secured to 
the top wall 4 and the lower section l2 by stitch 
ing extending along its forward edge and is also 35 
connected through the. medium of stitching" at 
the ‘rear corner thereof to the lower section l2. 
The base portion of .the. member i6 is made 

substantially longer than the adjacentupper end 
of the lower section I2 so that when the member 40 
I6 is secured in place with continuity in the edges 
l8 and,,20,.this member is bowed outwardlyor 
transversely curved so as to. gap away from the 
adjacentupperportion of the section l2, to pro 
vide adownwardly opening ventilating passage 45 
25 .located near the top of the awning at each 
side. thereof. ‘ t . l ., 

From the foregoing, it will b‘elseen that cur 
rents of air indicated by the arrows rise to the 
top of the awning and escape through the guard- 50 
ed opemngs 25. Thus, the highly objectionable 
trapping of the air in the upper' portion of the 
awning is effectively avoided. .» . _. . 

To aidin holding the ?ap 16 -in' extended or 
open position, stiffening means such, for ex- 55 
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2 
ample, as a section of rope 24, is sewed or other 
wise secured in the base i'i of the member I6. 
This feature is illustrated particularly in Figure 
4. 
As is clearly evident from Figures 1 and 3, the 

flap member i6 projects below the upper edge 
l4 of the section 12 a distance of possibly an inch 
in the ordinary window awning to give the de 
sired protection against sun and rain. 
The improved ventilating means may be em— 

bodied in a conventional or standard awning sim 
ply by cutting ‘triangular sections out of the top 
of the side walls of the 
the triangular openings thus provided flap mem 
bers l6 constructed and arranged in the manner 
heretofore described to provide ventilating pas 
sages in the top of the awning. ‘ - 
The expression of the invention shown in Fig 

ures 4 and 5 looks to increased ventilation and is 
particularly adaptable for use in awnings of the 
larger sizes. This form of the invention will be 
found to differ from the form of invention illus 
trated in Figures 1-3 in the provision in each side 
Wall 36 of a second ventilating opening 32 posi 
tioned below the top opening 34. This is made 
possible by embodying in the side wall 30 an 
additional or intermediate section 36. 

, More particularly, the side wall 30 comprises 
an upper section 38, an intermediate section 36 
and a lower section 39 which cooperate in a man 
ner similar to the sections l2 and it in the form 
of invention shown in Figures 1-3 to form‘ the 
ventilating passages 32 and 34. Obviously, this 
a?ords increased ventilation which is desirable 
in awnings for use in connection with store win 

dows, porches, and the like. , 
As in the case of the flap Hi, the base portions 

of the ?ap members or sections 355 and 38 are of 
a length to produce an outwardly bowed effect 
when the flaps are secured in place by stitching 
or the like. Also, the lower edge portions of the 
flaps 36 and 38 are provided with suitable stiffen 
ing means. 
In the embodiment of the invention shown in 

Figures 6, 7 and 8, the side walls 40 of the awning 
are formed with upper and lower ventilating pas 
Sages 42 and 44, respectively, the upper ventilat 
ing passage corresponding in construction and 1 
being formed in a manner similar tothe previ 
ously described ventilating passages. ' 
In this form of the invention, the side wall so 

comprises an upper section 46, an intermediate 
section 48 and a lower section 50 cooperating to 
provide the vertically spaced ventilating passages 
42 and 44. , a 
From Figure 6, it is clear that the intermediate 

section 48 forms the main body portionof the side 
wall 40 and since the lower portion of this section 
overlaps and cooperates with the‘ lower section 
50, in the formation of the passages or openings 
44; provision is made for a plurality of such open 
ings arranged in a horizontal line. In other 
words, the openings or passages are formed in 
the relatively wide lower portions of the side walls, 
The base portion of the intermediate section is 

secured at its side edges and at spaced points 
therebetween, by suitable means such as stitching 
to the lower section 50, tov form the spaced ven 
tilating'passages 44 and such base portion is of a 
length to produce the outward bowing of the por 
tions of the intermediate section extending over 
the passages 44. ' 
While the improved ventilating means disclosed 

herein is preferably embodied in the side walls of 
the awning, it will be readily apparent that the 

awning and placing over‘, . 

being de?ned by an 

2,105,409 
inventive idea may be carried out in connection 
with the front wall of an awning, although the 
location of the ventilating means in the front 
wall is not regarded as being as practical or de 
sirable as the location of such means in the side 
walls of the awning. 
From the foregoing, it will be seen that the 

invention provides for the circulation of heated 
air so that instead of passing into the adjacent 
room through an open window or remaining as 
trapped air under the awning, it passes outwardly 
through the ventilating openings. 

Further, the ventilating arrangements disclosed 
herein may be embodied in an awning Without 
adding appreciably to the manufacturing cost 

thereof. It is to be understood that the forms of the 
invention disclosed herein are to be taken merely 
as preferred examples thereof and that such 
changes in arrangement and construction may be ' 
made as will remain within the spirit of the in 
vention and the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: t 
1. An awning having a wall embodying a pair 

of complementary sections de?ning the outline of 
said wall, said sections having edge portions ar 
ranged in overlapping relation, and spaced se 
curing means for uniting the overlapped edge 
portions of said sections, the portion of one of 
said sections between 
being of greater length than the corresponding 
portion of the other section to cause that section 
to be spaced from the other section to provide a 
ventilating opening. 

2. An awning having a side wall, said side Wall 
outer upper section and an 

inner lower section having their adjacent edge 
and corner portions arranged in overlapping re 
lation, and spaced securing means'for uniting the ‘ 
adjacent corner portions of said upper and lower 
sections, the lower portion of said upper section 
being of greater length than the upper end por 
tion of said lower section, whereby the upper sec 
tion is caused to be spaced outwardly to de?ne a 
downwardly opening, substantially concealed ven 
tilating passage between said sections extending 
substantially throughout the length of said edge 
portions thereof. 

3. An awning having a side wall, said side wall 
being de?ned by an outer upper section and an 
inner lower section having their adjacent edge 
and corner portions arranged in overlapping 
relation, spaced securing means for uniting the 
adjacent corner portions of said upper and lower 
sections, the lower portion of said upper section 
being of greater length than the upper end por 
tion of said lower section, whereby the upper 
section is spaced outwardly to de?ne a downward 
ly opening passage between said sections, and 
stiffening means in the lower edge portion of said 
upper section to aid in holding the same in spaced 
relation to the adjacent portion of said lower 
section thereby providing a ventilating opening 
extending substantially throughout the length of 
said overlapping edge portions. 

4. An awning having a top member and a tri 
angular side member, said side member embody 
ing a lower section arranged in spaced relation 
to the top of the awning to de?ne a triangular 
opening at the top portion of the side of the awn 
ing, a triangular cornered ?ap member‘ extending 
over said opening and having its forward side 
edge secured to! the adjacent longitudinal edge 
of said top member, said flap member extending 
beyondthe lower edge of said opening, and means 

said spaced securing means ‘-‘ 
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for securing the lower rear corner of said ?ap 
member to said lower section, the base of said 
?ap member being of greater length than the 
base of the opening so that the ?ap is spaced 
from said lower section to provide a ventilating 
passage extending substantially throughout the 
length of the base of the opening over which said 
bowed ?ap member extends. 

5. An awning having a side wall de?ned by 
upper, lower and intermediate sections, said in 
termediate section having edge portions arranged 
in overlapping relation with the adjacent edge 
portions of said upper and lower sections, and 
spaced securing means for connecting said inter 

upper and lower sections, 
there being means for spacing the overlapped 
portions of said sections between said connecting 
means from each other to provide upper and 
lower substantially concealed ventilating open 
ings in the side wall of the awning extending 
substantially throughout the length of the adja 

‘ cent edge portions of said intermediate and upper 
and lower sections. 

6. In an awning construction, a side wall de 
?ned by complementary wall sections, ventilat 
ing means provided from the material of the 
said side wall, said ventilating means comprising 
a downwardly opening slot formed by an upper 
wall section having an edge disposed in overlap 
ping relation to the upper edge of an adjacent 
lower wall section, said upper section being se 

3 
cured to the lower section such that the inter 
mediate portion thereof is disposed ln spaced re 
lation thereto. 

7. In an awning construction composed of front 
and side wall members, one of said members being 
de?ned by complementary wall sections, ventilat 
ing means provided from the material of said 
sectional wall member, said ventilating means 
comprising a concealed, downwardly opening slot 
formed by an upper wall section having an edge 
disposed in overlapping relation to the upper 
edge of an adjacent lower wall section, said up 
per section being secured to the lower section 
such that the intermediate portion thereof is 
disposed in spaced relation thereto. 

8. In an awning construction composed of front 
and side wall members, one of said members be 
ing de?ned by complementary wall sections, ven 
tilating means provided from the material of said 
sectional wall member, said ventilating means 
comprising a downwardly opening slot formed 
by an upper wall section having an edge disposed 
in overlapping relation to the upper edge of an 
adjacent lower wall section, said upper section 
being secured to the lower section such that the 
intermediate portion thereof may assume a spaced 
relation thereto, and stiffening means carried 
by said upper wall section to maintain the same 
in spaced relation to the lower wall section. 

WILBUR F. CRAWFORD. 
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