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This invention relates to identifying means 
for automobiles and the like and primarily it is 
an object of the invention to provide a means 
of this kind including a license plate together 
with means for maintaining said plate in proper 
position for display and in a manner to prevent 
unauthorized removal of such plate. 
The invention also has for an object to pro 

vide a means of this kind comprising the attach 
? ment of a license plate to a wall of the body of 
the vehicle and in a manner whereby no part 
of the holding or fastening means for the plate 
is exposed for unauthorized removal. 
A still further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a means of this kind including an identify 
ing plate to be secured directly to a wall of 
the body of the vehicle through the instrumen 
tality of headed members which extend from 
without throughthe plate and wall with means 
coacting with the headed members inwardly of 
the wall for maintaining the plate in'desired po 
sition for display; 
The invention consists in the details of con- ' 

struction and in’ the combination and arrange 
ment of the several parts of my improved identi 
fying means for automobiles and the like where 
by certain important advantages are attained 
andthe device rendered simpler, less expensive 
and otherwise more convenient and advantageous 
for use, as will be hereinafter more fully set 
forth.‘ , 7 

V The novelfeatures of- my invention will here 
inafter be de?nitely claimed. 
In order that my invention maybe the better 

understood, I will now proceed to describe the 
same with reference to the accompanying draw 
ing,“wherein:-—- ; 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary view in side eleva 
tion illustrating an identifying means assem 
bled in accordance with an embodiment of my 
invention; 

Figure 2 is a view in rear elevation of the as 
sembly as illustrated in Figure 1 with the illumi 
nating element indicated by broken lines; 

Figure 3 is a detailed sectional view taken sub 
stantially on the line 3—3 of Figure 1; 
Figure 4 is a view in elevation of the outer end 

of one of the spacing members or elements; 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary elevational view 

illustrating a modi?ed form of spacing element 
or block; 

Figure 6 is a sectional view taken substantially 
on the line 6—6 of Figure 5. 
As disclosed in the accompanying dravn'ng, 

the rear wall I of the body of an automobile or 
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othervehicle is provided with outstanding spacer 
elements or blocks‘? herein disclosed as four in 
number. ,As particularly illustrated in Figures ' 
l, 3 and 4 each of these blocks 2 is conoidal in 
form and has its larger or base end in close con 
tact with the wall I ‘of the body and with said 
base end provided with outstanding pins 3 pro- ‘ 
jecting through the wall 1 whereby the block 
or element 2 is effectively held against rotation. 
If desired, these pins 3 may be welded to the wall 
5 or the extremities thereof may be upset to se 
curely» hold the block or element 2 in place. It 
is also to be stated that if desired the inner end 
portion of the block 2 may be welded'direct to 
the wall 5, it being understood that the block or 
element 2 is preferably of steel or other suitable 
metal. ' 

Each, of the members or blocks 2 has a'bore 
disposed axially therethrough for the insertion 
from without of a headed member 4, the head 5 
of which at the outer end thereof engaging a 
portion of w an applied license vor identi?cation 
plate P to hold such plate in position. This plate 
P, as illustrated in Figure 2, 'is provided in ap 
proximately its corner portions with the longi 
tudinally disposed slots 6 each of which registers 
with the bore ‘i of the member or block 2. The 
outer portion ‘1a of the bore 1 is angular in cross 
section as particularly iliustrated in Figure 4 and 
has direct register with a slot 6, and received 
within this angular portion ‘la and the slot 5 is 
the angular cross sectional portion 8 of the head 
ed member 4 immediately adjacent to the head 
5. By this arrangement the headed member 4 
is eiiectively locked against rotation by any tool 
orrimplement engaging the outwardly disposed 
head 5, thus further serving to minimize the pos 
sibility of unauthorized removal of an applied 
plate P. 
Each of the members 4 is of a length to extendv 

inwardly of the wall l of the body and on said 
inwardly disposed portion is threaded a clamping 
or holding nut 9 which coacts in a conventional 
manner with the wall i, said nut 9 and wall l 
preferably having interposed therebetween a 
washer l0. 

After the nut 9 has been properly applied it 
is also of advantage to insert through the mem 
ber 4 a, cotter pin H or the like at a point out 
wardly of the applied nut 9 to provide means to 
prevent the possibility of the nut 9, for any 
reason, working of]? of the member 4?. 
When desired an insignia plate l2 of any pre 

ferred type may be employed and, as herein dis 
closed, this plate l2 has radiating therefrom an 
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2 
arm 14 extending between the applied plate P 
and the outer end of a spacer member or block 
2, said arm 14 having a squared opening through 
which snugly extends the portion 8 of the mem 
ber 4 so that said plate l2 will be maintained 
in desired position. 
The members or blocks 2 may, as herein dis 

closed, be of the same length or they may be of 
different lengths as the requirements of practice 
may prefer and particularly should it be desired 
to vary the angle of an. applied plate with re 
spect to the wall of the body with which the P183116}; 
is associated. V 

In Figures 5 and 6 I illustrate a spacingele 
ment or block 2' which is pressed out from the 
wall I ’, the outer end of said element or block 2' 
being formed to provide an angular opening ‘I’ 
for desired coaction with the angular portion 8 
of the member 4. 
From the foregoing description it is thought to 

be obvious that an identifying means for an auto 
mobile cr the like constructed in accordance with 
my invention is particularly well adapted for use 
by reason of the convenience and facility with 
which it may be assembled and operated, and it 
will also be obvious that my invention is suscep 
tible of some change and modi?cation without 
departing from the principles and spirit thereof 
and for this reason I do not wish to be under 
stood as limiting myself to the precise arrange 
ment and formation of the several parts herein 
shown in carrying out my invention in practice 
except as hereinafter claimed. 

I claim:— 
1. In combination with a wall of a vehicle body,v 

an identifying plate overlying said body, spacing 
members interposed between said wall and plate, 
said members being non-rotatable with respect to 
the wall, said spacing members each having a 
bore, a portion of which is angular in cross sec 
tion, headed members insertible from without 
through the plate, spacing members and wall of 
the body, said headed members having angular 
portions ?tting within the angular portions of 
the bores‘ of the spacing members to hold the 
headed members against rotation, and holding 
means engaged with the headed members at the 
inner side of the wall of the body. 

2. In combination with a wall of a vehicle body, 
an identifying plate overlying said body, spacing 
members interposed between said wall and ‘plate, 
said members being non-rotatable with respect to 
the wall, said spacing members each having a 
bore, a portion of which is angular in cross sec 
tion, headed members insertible from without 
through the plate, spacing members and wall of 
the body, said headed members having angular 
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portions ?tting within the angular portions of 
the bores of the spacing members to hold the 
headed members against rotation, holding means 
engaged with the headed members at the inner 
side of the wall of the body, the identifying plate 
also having angular openings in which engage 
the angular portions of the headed members. 

3. In combination with a wall of a vehicle body, 
an identifying plate overlying said body, spacing 
members interposed between said wall and plate, 
said spacing members each having a. bore, a por 
tion of which is angular in cross section, headed 
members insertible from without through the 

‘ plate, spacing members and wall of the body, said 
headed members having angular portions ?tting 
within the angular portions of the bores of the 
spacing members to hold the headed members 
against rotation, and holding means engaged with 
the headed members at the inner side of the wall 
of the body, said spacing members being integral 
with the wall. _ 

4. In combination with a wall of a vehicle body, 
an identifying plate overlying said body, spacing 
members interposed between said wall and plate, 
said spacing members each having a bore, a por 
tion of which is angular in cross section, headed 
members insertible from without through the 
plate, spacing members and wall of the body, said 
headed members having angular portions ?tting 
within the angular portions of the bores of the ' 
spacing members to hold the headed members 
against rotation, holding means engaged with the 
headed members at the inner side of the wall of 
the body, said spacing members being separate 
from the wall, and means for securing said mem 
bers to the wall holding said members against 
rotation. 

5. In combination with a wall of a vehicle body, 
an identifying plate overlying said wall, spacing 
members interposed between said wall and plate, 
headed members insertible from without through 
the plate, spacing members and wall of the body, 
holding means engaged with the headed members 
at the inner side of the wall of the body, said 
spacing members being non-rotatable with re 
spect to the wall. 

6. In combination with a wall of a vehicle body, 
an identifying plate overlying said wall, spacing 
members interposed between said wall and plate, 
headed members insertible from without through 
the plate, spacing members and wall of the body, 
and holding means‘ engaged with the headed 
members at the inner side of the wall of the body, 
said spacing members and wall having coacting 
means to hold the spacing members against rota 
tion with respect to the wall. 
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