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This invention relates in general to lustrous 
‘ fabrics for decorative purposes and in particu-. 
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lar to a non-reversible fabric, and to correlated 
improvements designed to venhance the lustre 
and decorative appearance-of the same, - 

It is a general object of the invention to pro 
vide a fabric characterized by having a high 
lustre and a plurality of color effects. 

It is a speci?c object of the invention to pro 
vide a fabric comprising strips of material hav- - 
ing a metallic lustre, the lustrous material being 
associated with other materials capable of 
strengthening and enhancing ‘the decorative ef 
fects of the lustrous strips. 
A further object of the invention is the provi 

sion of fabric comprising strands each including 
a layerv of transparent material laminated to a 
backing material with an adhesive which imparts 
to-the fabric a'desired color effect. 
Other objects of the invention will in part be 

obvious and will inpart appear hereinafter. 
In accordance with the present invention, a 

lustrous fabric. for decorative purposes is pre 
pared by the use of strands comprising a plu 
rality of ?at stripsv cut from a laminated sheet 
_material comprising at least two layers or sheets 
of ?exible material laminated with a colored 
opaque adhesive, at least one of said layers or 
sheets being su?iciently transparent to reveal 
the color of the adhesive and at least one of the 
layers being opaque and having a highly re?ec 
tive surface. ‘I - 
For the weft of the fabric, there may be em 

ployed threads formed of textile ?bres such, for 
example, as rayon, silk, wool, cotton, or ?at. 
threads formed of a transparent material such, 
for» example, as visca arti?cial horsehair ?la-w 
ments having a substantially ?at cross-sectionv 
and/or ?at bands cut from a sheet of transpar 
ent, ?exible sheet material such, for example, as 
regenerated cellulose, cellulose derivatives,»gela 
tin, casein and other non-?brous materials. 
The invention accordingly comprises anew 

and improved article having the elements and 
vthe relation of elements, one to another, all as‘ 
set forth in the following detailed description and 
the scope of the application of which will be in 
dicated in the claims. _ ' 

- For a more-complete understanding of the na 
} ture and objects of the invention, reference 
should be had to the accompanying drawing, in 
which: > ‘v 

. Fig. 1 isa sectional view of one embodiment of 
‘one of the strands used in the improved fabric 

‘ of the invention; . 

Fig. 2 is a sectional-view of a second er'nbodi- , 
merit of one of the strands used in the invention; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view of another embodi 
> ‘ment of, a strand used in the invention; and 

' Fig. 4 is a perspective view with parts broken 

away of one embodimentof the fabric of the in 
vention. ‘ _ / . l .1 

For the transparent layer used in the warp 
strand, theremay be employed any suitable ?ex 
ible, non-?brous sheet material such, for exam 
ple, as regenerated cellulose, cellulose derivatives, _ 
gelatine, casein, polymerized vinyl resin or other 
synthetic resin, chlorinated rubber, as 'well as 
?brous sheet materials which have been rendered 
substantially transparent by processing such, for 
example, as oiled silk, glassine vpaper and the like. 
The second layer of sheet material with which 

' the transparent layer is laminated is preferably 
opaque and may comprise any suitable ?exible 
sheet material such, for example, as paper, tex 
tile fabric, leather, metal foil or a sheet material 
having a metallic lustre formed by coating, spray 
ing or laminating the sheet material with metal. 
The adhesive used for laminating the sheet 

materials in- forming the ?at warp strand of the 
fabric may comprise any suitable colored adhe 
sive material which has been colored, for exam 
ple by the addition of a coloring matter such as 
a dyestuff or a pigment, and the coloring matter 
may be transparent or opaque. Where one or 
more of the laminae consists of sheet materials 
which may be wetted by water, the adhesive may 
be a water-soluble adhesive or formed. of a water 
swelling adhesive material such, for example, as 
glue, gelatin, agar, dextrine, startch, gum/trage 
canth and the like, or mixtures of the same made 
into a paste with water.'- If both of the laminae 
consist of sheet materials, the surfaces of which 
are not wetted by water, the adhesive may consist 
of an organic water-insoluble material such, for 
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example, as gums, resins, rubber or mixtures of . 
the same dissolved, in a suitable organic solvent. 
Referring to the drawing, there is shown in 

Fig. 1 a simple embodiment of a suitable warp‘ 
strand for use in the fabric of the invention. 
This strand comprises a layer 10 of transparent 
material united by a layer ll of colored adhesive 
to a layer. l2 of opaque material. If desired, as 
shown in Fig. 2, the layer in of transparent ma 
terial may be coated on both sides with a coating 
i3 of a transparent moistureproof composition 
adapted to protect the layer ‘ID. from variations 
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in humidity of theambient atmosphere. In ‘the , 
embodiment of the Warp strand shown in Fig. 3 
the layer l2‘of opaque material is coated on its 
outer surface with a layer ll of metal, either in 
the form' of a lacquer containing metal particles 
or a layer of metal foil. , . - ' ' 

A preferred embodiment of the fabric of the 
invention is shown in ‘Fig. 4, of which the warp 
is formed of ?at strands [5, each comprising a 
layer iii of transparent material, such asregen 
erated cellulose, laminated with ia layer ll of a 

' vcolored adhesive to a layer i2 of metal foil. In 
this embodiment the ?llerv or weft comprises 
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threads 16 ofrayon or, the like woven through 
the warp strands l 5 at spaced intervals so as not 
to detract substantially from the appearance of 
the warp strands. ‘The fabric thus formed, as 
shown in Fig. 4, is a non-reversible material, the 
propertiesof the upper surface l1 being deter 
mined by the layer I 0 of lustrous, transparent 
material and by the color and opacity of the layer 
H of adhesive, while the properties of the re 
verse surface “! are determined by the nature of 
the backing material I2 which, in the fabric 
shown, consists?of metal foil which imparts'to 
this surface a high metallic luster. 
"The invention also contemplates employing two 

or more warp strands in which the layer I l of ad' 
hesive varies in color or shade of color, whereby . 
new andnovel color effects are produced. For. 
example, a group composed of a given number of 
warp strands may each comprise a laminated 
material as shown .in Fig. l in which the adhesive 
has been colored dark green, while adjacent to 
this group there may be disposed a second group 
of Warp strands in which the adhesiveis colored 
a lighter shade of green. Accordingly, the pres 
ent invention provides a new and novel method 
of obtaining a wide variety of colors in the warp . 
strands simply by varying the color or the shade 
of color of the adhesive used in laminating the 
sheet materials comprising these strands; This 
'obviates the ..expense entailed by employing 
strands cut from sheet materialswhich are them 
selves colored'di?’erent colors or different shades 
of the same color. _ 

It is another feature of the fabric that the lay 
er ID of transparent material serves to strengthen 
and to impart a high luster to the warp strands, 
thus enabling the use of cheap or weak materials 
for the layer [2 of backing material. 
ample, the layer l2 of backing’material may com 
prise a sheet material'having very little tensile 
strength, such as a short ?bre ‘paper or thin 
metal foil, in spite of which. the ?nished fabric 
made in accordance with the invention has the 
appearance of an expensive material of high 

_ luster and interesting decorative color effects. 
' The- article of the invention is especially adapt 
ed for use as a decorative material in wearing 

‘ apparel and in all kinds of millinery material; 
also as wall hangings, curtains, draperies, lamp 
shades; ribbons and tying cords. . 

Since certain modi?cations in the article which 
embodies the invention may be made without de 

-- parting‘ from‘its scope, it is intended that all 
> matter contained in the above description shall 
be interpreted as'illustrativeand not in a lim 
iting sense. 1 _ 

' It is also to be understood that the follow 
ing claims are intended to cover all of the generic 
and speci?c features of the invention herein de 
scribed, and all statements of the scope of the 
invention which, as a matter of language, might 
be said to fall therebetween. ~ 

I claim: _ ' _ ‘ 

1. As an article of manufacture, a non-re 
_ versible woven fabric comprising series of warp 
and woof elements, the elements of one se--v 
ries comprising strips of 'a laminated material - 
comprising at least two layers of sheet material 
.held together‘ by a layer of colored opaque ad-' 
hesive, at least one of said layers of sheet ma 
terial being transparent and atleast oneof said 
layers ‘of sheet material being opaque, having a 
highly re?ective surface. . 

For ex-' 

2,087,389‘ 
2. As an article of manufacture, a non-re 

versible woven fabric comprising ?at strands 
formed of strips of a laminated material com 
prising a ?exible sheet of transparent material, 
a layer of colored opaque adhesive and a ?ex 
ible sheet of opaque material, having a highly re 
?ective surface, ‘the optical appearance of one 
side~of the fabric being imparted by the opaque 
sheet and the optical appearanceof the other 
side of the fabric being imparted by the colored 
adhesive. 

3. As an article of manufacture, a non-re 
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versible woven fabric comprising strands formed , 
of strips of a laminated material comprising a -, 
?exible sheet of transparent material, a layer of 
colored opaque adhesive and a ?exible sheet of 
opaque material having a highly re?ective sur 

_ face. i ' 

4. As an article of manufacture, a non-re 
versible woven fabric comprising strands formed 
of strips of a laminated material comprising 
a ?exible sheet of transparent material, a layer of 
opaque adhesive colored with. a dyestuif and a 
?exible sheet of opaque material having a highly 
re?ective surface. - ' 

5. As an article of manufacture, a non-re 
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versible 'woven fabric comprising strands formed . 
of strips ofa laminated material comprising a 
?exible sheet of transparent material, a‘ layer of 
opaque adhesive colored with an opaque pigment 
and a ?exible sheet of opaque material having a 
highly re?ective surface. . I - 

6.'As an article of manufacture, a non-re 
versible woven fabric comprising strands formed 
of strips of a laminated material comprising a 
?exible sheet of transparent, non-fibrous mate- 
rial, a layer of colored opaque adhesive and a 
?exible sheet of opaque material having a highly 
re?ective surface. 

'7. As an article of manufacture, a non-re 

of strips of a laminated material comprising a 
?exible sheet of transparent regenerated cellu-' 
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lose, a layer of - colored opaque adhesive and a _ 
?exible sheet of opaque material having a highly 
re?ective surface. ' 

8. As an article of manufacture, a non-re 
versible woven fabric comprising strands formed 
of strips of a laminated material comprising a 
?exible sheet of transparent material, a layer of 
colored opaquev adhesive and a ?exible sheet of 
material having a metallic surface. ' - 

'r 9. As an article‘of manufacture, a non-re 
versible woven fabric‘comprising' strands formed 
of strips of a laminated material comprising a 
?exible sheet of transparent material, a layer of 
colored opaque adhesive and a layer of metal 
foil. . 

50 

' 10. As; an article of manufacture, a non-re-I 
versible woven fabric comprising strands formed 
of strips of a laminated material comprising a 
?exible sheet of transparent regenerated cellu 
lose, a layer of a colored‘ opaque adhesive and a 
layer of metal foil. - a 

11. As an article of'manufacture, a fabric com 
prising a plurality of ?at warp strands formed of 
strips of a laminated material comprising a ?ex 
ible sheet of transparent material, a layer of col 
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cred opaque adhesive and a ?exible sheet. of ' 
opaque material having 1a highly re?ective sur- - ,0 
face, and weft threads comprising a textile ?-bre. 

. , JOSEPH W. STARK. 

‘40. 
versible woven fabric comprising strands formed . __ 


