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1 Claim. 

My invention relates to building coverings. 
More particularly it relates to coverings com 

posed of weatherproof units—c0mmonly termed 
shingles—arranged in vertical rows and horizon 
tal courses to form the outer protective and deco 
rative covering of the roofs and side walls of 
buildings. Usually such units are formed from 
well known varieties of ‘prepared sheet roo?ng 
material-such as asphaltum impregnated paper 
stock or “felt”--and when they are provided with 
a protective and decorative coating of crushed 
.stone or other resistant material only one sur 
face is so covered in order to eliminate unneces 
sary expense. ' 

One popular and extensively used type or vari 
ety of such covering—generally termed the 
“Dutch lap”-is, provided by laying all of the 
units in each horizontal course with one side or 
lateral edge overlapping the adjacent shingle’ in 
the same course. As far as I am aware it has 
been the invariable custom heretofore to so over 
lap the adjacent shingles in the same course that 
the right hand portion and edge of each unit 
overlaps or is superposed upon the adjacent unit 
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a right hand lap. One important and distinct 
objection of Dutch lap roof coverings has been 
that'the roof or side wall when viewed at an 
angle from one end takes on an entirely different 
appearance from that assumed when viewed from 
the opposite end. Thus, for example, in looking 
at a roof or side wall at an angle from the right 
(i. e., standing at the right and looking toward 

35 the left) all of the exposed right handlateral 
. edges of the units of all courses will clearly dis 

‘ play the upstandingthickness of the units which, 
augmented by the shading effect produced there 
by, will prominently manifest the unit or shingle 

4o demarcations and the roof or wall will appear to 
. be—as°it ‘actually is-covered by“ separate units 

or shingles. But when viewed from‘ the other 
angle. (standing at the left and looking toward 
the right) the vertical edges of all of the units 
are entirely hidden-or at least the appearance 
of depth or thickness of such edges is obliter 
ated-and the entire wall or roof takes on “the 
appearance of being composed of horizontal con 
tinuous strips of roo?ng material‘; that is, sub 
stantially the same» appearance as though it was 
‘composed merely of vertically overlapped roll or 
strip roo?ng. The consequence is that, say when 
viewed from the front end of a building, the two 
sides of the roof on opposite sides‘of the ridge 
or opposite side walls present entirely different 
appearances-that on the left having the ap 
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pearance of horizontally and vertically overlap- - 
ping rows and courses of individual shingles and 
that on the right ‘presenting the appearance of 

60 horizontally arranged continuous strips over 

to its right in what, for convenience, I will term . 

(01. 108-7) 

lapped only vertically. Or one side of a roof or 
one side wall will appear to be covered with in 
dividual shingles when it is viewed from one end 
of the building but willseem to be covered by 
continuous strips of roo?ng when viewed from 
the other end of the building. This difference in 
appearance has constituted a distinct disadvan 
tage in the laying of building coverings according 

. to the Dutch lap method. It is impossible by mere 
reversal of units or shingles formed for a right 
hand lap to lay them with a left hand lap, in 
order to eliminate this difference in appearance, 
because the finish coating is only on one surface 

_ of the units and reversal would result in part of 
the roof or side walls showing the ?nished or 
outer surfaces while other parts would show the 
un?nished (usually black) surfaces of the base 
stock or felt. 7 

One of the objects of my invention is to pro 
vide an improved building covering-particular 
ly of the Dutch lap type. 
Another object is to provide a building cover 

ing which, for example, when appearing on two 
sides of a roof or opposite side walls, will present 
the same appearance on both sides. 
Another object is to provide a building covering 

wherein roofs'and walls may present the same 
appearance when viewed‘from either end. 
Another object is to provide a building cover 

_ing unit particularly adapted for laying so as to 
provide the heretofore described uniformity of 
appearance. 
Another object is to provide a unit which may 

be laid with either the left hand edge or the 
right hand edge exposed—to produce either a 
left hand lap or a right hand lap-and yet have 
all units show the top surface ?nish. 
Another object is to provide a unit, particularly 

for laying in accordance with the Dutch lap 
method‘, possessing means which'serves either as 
an interlock between adjacent units in the same 
course or as a positive gaugefor properly posi 
tioning adjacent units in the same course. 
:A further object is-to provide a method of lay 

ing units so as to obtain the improved uniformity 
_of appearance heretofore mentioned. ' 

Another object is to provide a building cover 
ing and unit which is simple and inexpensive and 
more uniformly decorative than the Dutch lap 
method has heretofore been able to produce. 
Other objects and advantages of my invention 

WllLhereinafter appear. 
In the accompanying drawings, in which I have 

illustrated typical embodiments of my invention, 
Fig. 1 is an isometric view of a fragment of a 

roof, showing, in a somewhat exaggerated man 
her, how the lateral or vertical edges of all of- the 
shingles on both sides of the ridge are exposed 
when viewed from one end of the building, 
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Fig. 2 shows a. fragment of a roof or side wall, 

how the covering units may be applied to present 
the same appearance when viewed from either ’ 

end, . 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged plan of a typical unit, 
and 

Fig. 4 illustrates the laying and proper posi 
tioning of adjacent units in the same course or 
horizontal row. 
In the illustrated and particularly described 

embodiments of my invention the building cov 
ering units are sheets of ?exible weatherproof 
material-usually cut from standard varieties of 
weatherproof roo?ng, ?nished on one surface with 
a suitable coating of decorative and resistant ma 
terial such as crushed or ?aked stone, mica, etc. 
formed to constitute what is generally termed in 
the art individual shingles. But the principles 
thereof are applicable to units formed in simula 
tion of a number of shingles,—such units being 
generally termed multiple shingles;v or as is the 
case of units which simulate two shingles, twin 
shingles. 

Fig. 1 shows an isometric view of a portion of 
a building roof on both sides of the ridge. The 
units or shingles at the right side of ridge X are 
laid in vertically overlapping courses A, B, C, D, 
etc., while those at the left of the ridge are sim 
ilarly laid in courses M, N, O, P, etc. The shingles 
of the courses on both sides of the ridge are 
shown laid horizontally overlapped to simulate the 
usual Dutch lap, but with this important differ 
ence. Facing the ridge, the units on the right 
side of the ridge, with the exception of the ?rst 
and last or terminal units of each course, have 
the right marginal edge (upper as viewed in Fig. 
l) overlapped by the left marginal edge of the 
next adjacent unit to the right in the same course, 
which brings the left hand edge and a contiguous 
portion of each unit, except that at the extreme 
left--superposed upon the right hand edge and 
a contiguous portion of the unit in the same 
course immediately adjacent thereto at the left. 
In other words the units on the right side of the 
ridge are laid with a left hand lap. Thus the 
left lateral edge of each unit is exposed above 
the unit immediately at the left in the same 
course and the thickness of the units on this side 
of the roof is clearly apparent when the roof is 
viewed at any angle toward the left (i. e., from 
the bottom as viewed in Fig, 1). 
Facing the ridge, the units on the left side 

thereof, with the exception of the ?rst and last 
or terminal units of each course, have the left 
marginal edge (upper as viewed in Fig. 1) over— 
lapped by the right marginal edge of the next 
adjacent unit to the left in the same course, 
which brings the right hand edge and a con 
tiguous portion of each unit, except that at the 
extreme ‘right, superposed upon the ‘left hand 
edge and a contiguous portion of the unit in the 
same course immediately adjacent thereto at the 
right. In other words the units on the left side 
of the ridge are laid with a right hand lap. Thus 
the right lateral edge of each unit at the left of 
the ridge is exposed above the unit immediately 
at the right thereof in the same course and the 
thickness of the units on this side of the roof is 
clearly apparent when the roof at the left side of 
the ridge is viewed at any angle toward the right 
(i. e., from the bottom as viewed in Fig. l). 
The consequence of this arrangement of units— 

those on the right of the ridge being laid with a 
left hand lap and those on the left of the ridge 
being laid with a right hand lap-is that either 

2,078,998 
side of the roof when viewed from the front of 
the building (bottom as shown in Fig 1)‘ has one 
lateral edge of all of its units exposed so that the 
observer looks more or less directly against the 
upstanding thickness of the units.- The shadow 
effects produced by these exposed upstanding 
edges augment the appearance of depth so that 
both sides of the roof when viewed at angles from 
the front of the building appear to be—-as they 
actually are-covered by separate or individual 
units or shingles laid in horizontal courses ac 
cording to'the Dutch lap method. Of course, 
when viewed from the other end or rear of the 
building the effects of the overlapping edges and 
thickness of the units are wholly or partly lost, be 
cause the observer looks over or past rather than 
against them. The result is that, from the rear, 
both sides appear to be covered with vertically 
overlapped continuous strips of roo?ng. How— 
ever, again both sides of the roof look alike rather 
than having the appearance of being laid accord 
ing to different methods or with different mate 
rials. 
The formation .of the units whereby they may 

be laid according to the Dutch lap method either 
with a right hand lap or a left hand lap and 
still expose the ?nish surface when only one sur 
face of the units is provided with a ?nish will be 
hereinafter explained. . ’ 

Fig. 2 illustrates one arrangement by which 
both sides of the roof or the side walls of a 
building may be covered with units so that op 
posite sides when viewed from either end of the 
building will appear alike. In this arrangement 
the units of alternate courses are laid with the 
same type of lap, i. e., either right hand lap or 
left hand lap. Or, explaining it differently, the 
units constituting adjacent courses are laid with 
reverse laps, those in one course being laid with 
a right hand lap and those in the two adjacent 
courses being laid with a left hand lap. 
As shown in the drawings, for example, the 

courses A’, C’, etc. are laid with a right hand 
lap (i. e., with the right hand edge overlapping 
the unit immediately- adjacent thereto at the 
right in the same course) while courses B’, D’, 
etc. are laid with a left hand lap (i. e., with the 
left hand edge of each unit overlapping the unit 
immediately adjacent thereto at the left in the 
same course). With the units so disposed op 
posite sides of the roof or building walls appear 
alike when viewed from either end and as though 
covered with alternate courses of individual 
shingles and strip material. Of course, instead 
of reversing the lap of alternate courses the cov 
ering may be applied, with more or less the same 
effect, by alternating groups of two or more 
courses. ‘ 

Fig. 3 shows a plan of one form of unit which 
can be laid with either a left hand lap or a right 

' hand lap, as desired, and which, when laid ac 
cording to either system of lapping, provides 
interlocks between adjacent shingles in the same 
course so that the exposed lower right hand 
corner or lower left hand corner—depending 
upon which lap is employed—may be securely 
anchored down to the building framework with _ 
metallic fastenings—such as ordinary roo?ng 
nails—and yet no metal need be exposed. 
As illustrated in the drawings this unit com 

prises a substantially rectangular sheet 5 of roof 
ing material ?nished on one surface only with 
a suitable resistant and decorative coating. One 
lateral side of the unit has its corners removed 
so as to provide a symmetrical laterally project 
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ing tab 6. Projecting upwardly and downwardly 
from the top and bottom edges respectively of 
tab 6 are symmetrically arranged ?aps ‘i and 8. 
Thus each unit has on one side a pair of ?aps 

5 symmetrically located relative to two lateral 
corners thereof. The opposite side of the unity 
adjacent its edge is provided with two openings 
9 and i0 therethrough,‘ these openings being sym 
metrically located relative to the two lateral cor 

10 ners on the side opposite the tap and its ?aps. 
In the embodiment chosen for illustration the 
?aps are of substantially semi-circular shape; 
and the complementary openings are also of 
semi-circular shape, to provide anchorage 

15 tongues H and I2 through which a suitable fas 
tening device, such as a nail, may be applied, as 
will be hereinafter explained. ' 
The distance between the upper or lower (or 

either horizontal) edge of the unit and the ad 
20 jacent horizontal edge of the tab is equal to the 

distance between the corresponding edge of the 
unit and the base of the adjacent opening 9 or 
ID (or the base of the corresponding tongue II or 
l2). That is, the length of Y or Y' equals sub 

25 stantially the length Z or Z’. 
Likewise the distance from the vertical edges 

where the tab joins the body of the unit to the 
adjacent point of junction of the flap and tab 
is slightly greater than the distance from the 

30 straight edge of the unit to the nearest point at 
the base of opening Sor l0. That is, the length 
of U or U’ is slightly greater than the length of 
W or W’. And again the vertical length or 
height of the tab is substantially equal to the dis 

” tance between the bases of the openings or the‘ 
tongues; that is the length T substantially equals 
the distance S. ' , 

When laying such units according to the right 
hand lap method the tab of each unit lies under 

40 the straight right side of the adjacent unit to its 
left in the same course and the flap 8 of each 
unit projects through from the rear the open-g 
ing-Iil of the adjacent unit to the left in the 
same course, overlying the tongue if of the unit 

45 to the left. When laid ‘according to the left hand 
lap ‘method the tab of each unit underlies the 
straight left side of the adjacent unit to its right 
in the same course and the flap ‘i of each unit 
projects through from the rear the opening ii of 

' 50 the adjacent unit to the right in the same course, 
overlying the tongue H of the unit to the right. 
In each case the superposed or exposed lower 
comer of each unit may be anchored to the 
building framework by a suitable fastening de 

.55 vice, such as an ordinary roo?ng nail, applied 
through its lower tongue; and when the flap of 
the adjacent unit is inserted through the proper 
complementary opening the nail is covered 
thereby and there is no exposed metal. 

60' Fig. 4 shows one of the steps in laying units 
with a right hand lap and illustrates how the 
nails are covered and the proper relative location 

. of adjacent units in the same course is assured. 
In laying a course the units are successively 

65 placed therein from left to right,lthe left tabbed 
lateral side of each succeeding unit being in 
serted below the straight right lateral side of the 
preceding unit. Thus assuming that the unit 5' 
has been properly positioned and anchored in 

70 place adjacent its left edge (not shown but ef 
fected in the manner now to be described) a nail 
I3 is driven into the underlying building frame 
work through its tongue If. This nail ?rmly 

3 
anchors down the lower right or exposed butt 
corner of the unit and, of course, is still exposed. 
Now by slightly raising the upper right hand, 
corner of unit 5', as shown, the tabbed left mar 
ginal side of the succeeding unit 5" may be easily 
positioned therebehind or thereunder. And as it 
is thus positioned the ?ap 8 of unit 5" is inserted ‘ 
through the opening Iii of unit 5' from the rear 

_ to the front. When unit 5" is positioned so that 
its ?ap is firmly seated in opening Iii of the super 
posed unit the lower corner of unit, 5" will align 

_ with the lower corner of unit 5' and the flap of 
unit 5" will project through the opening Ill ad 
jacent the exposed butt corner of unit 5' far 
enough completely to cover the nail which was 
previously applied through tongue l2. The upper 
right corner of unit 5' is next pushed back into 
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place against the building. Then, with its corner ‘ 
I4 slightly raised,‘unit 5" is rotated about the 
connection between its ?ap and the opening in 
unit 5' until that corner l4 strikes the right ‘hand 
edge of unit 5'. Adjacent units 5' and 5" are now 
in proper relative position, corner M of unit 5" 
may be pushed back into place and a suitable 
fastening means, such as an ordinary roo?ng nail, 
may be driven through both units 5' and 5" in the 
upper region where they overlap and in such a 
location relative to the next succeeding higher 
‘course that the nail will be covered by the verti 
cally overlapping units in the next succeeding 
course. 
In laying units with left hand lap precisely the 

same procedure is followed except that the units 
constituting a course are laid from right to left 
and the vtongue II of each unit (which receives 
an anchoring nail) is overlapped by a ?ap ‘I of 
the succeeding unit. 
Of course, various modi?cations in the forma 

tion of units may be made. For example, the 
material at the corners adjacent the ?aps may 
not be removed and the ?aps, tongues and open 
ings may be provided by merely slitting or cutting 

_ and without removing any of the material. 
With units made in accordance with my inven— 

tion it is necessary to manufacture and stock only 
one type of single surfaced unit in order to lay 
coverings with either a left hand lap or a right 
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hand lap as may be desired or the occasion re- ( 
quire to produce the uniformity or likeness of ap 
pearance heretofore discussed. Thus it is un 
necessary to ?nish both sides of units or to form 
the units di?erently depending upon whether it 
is necessary or desirable to lay them with a left 
hand lap or with a right hand lap. 
Having thus illustrated and described the na 

ture and typical embodiments of my invention, 
what I claim and desire to secure by United 
States Letters Patent is as follows: 
A building covering unit comprising a generally 

rectangular sheet of ?exibleiweatherproof mate 
rial, a tab projecting symmetrically from one 
lateral edge of the body of ‘the unit, a ?ap pro 
jecting vertically from each horizontal edge of ' 
the tab, the two ?aps being equally spaced from 
the adjacent edge of the body, and a?‘ pair of 
tongues in the body ofithe unit adjacent the edge 
opposite the tab, said tongues being formed by 
openings through the body of the unit, the bases 
of the openings and tongues formed thereby be 
ing substantially in horizontal alignment with the 
bases of the ?aps on the tab. 
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