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This invention relates to artists’ color boxes. 
As hitherto generally constructed, artists’ color 

boxesl have the lid of the box provided with two 
or more depressions of curved cross-sectional out 
line, which, when the lid is open, form a series 
of shallow troughs or wells in which the color may 
be mixed. An additional surface is sometimes 
provided in the form. of a flat plate which is 
hinged to the body of the box so as to fold therein 
and be covered by the lid when the box is closed. 
With arrangements such as those' just de 

scribed it is found that in mixing the colors it 
is possible for onev color to be readily con 
taminated by the other, and, further, when the 
box is closed any> liquid which may be in the 
troughs or wells will run into the box and wet 
the cakes of color, brushes or other contents, in 
addition to causing the box to present av dirty 
and untidy appearance. 
The present invention has for its object certain 

improvements designed to avoid the aforesaid ob 
jections, and according to which there is provided 
in the body of the box adjacent each receptacle 
for a cake of color, a surface on- which color may 
be mixed. 
In carrying the invention into effect, according 

to one form of the invention the box is provided» 
with a longitudinal partition disposed in suitably 
spaced relationship to one of the side walls of the 
box and forming a receptacle for the brushes. 
Extending from the said partition across the 

box to the other wall are suitably spaced parti 
tions dividing the box into a series of compart 
ments which are again divided by means of parti 
tions extending transversely of the first partitions 
to provide cavities or receptacles for the cakes of 
color, the bottoms of the unoccupied parts of the 
compartments serving as surfaces on which the 
color can be mixed. Preferably the receptacles 

\ for the cakes of color are alternately arranged 
at the inner and outer end of the compartments. 

According to another modification, two series 
of receptacles for cakes of color are provided, one 
series arranged along one side of the box and the 
other along the other side. 
Running lengthwise of the box and extending 

between the aforesaid two series of receptacles 
is a space designed for the reception of brushes. 
The arrangement of the receptacles for the 

colors and the surfaces for mixing the color may 
be ̀ the same in each series as that previously de 
scribed, that is to say, the receptacles for the 

be placed alternately at the inner and colors may 
outer ends of the surfaces. In this case the_sur_ 

55; faces may form part of independent trays which 

are placed inA staggered relationship one with 
respect to the other, their dimensions being such 
as to leave'ay space at one end to contain the cake 
of color. 

'I'he cakes of Ycolor may be of oblong rectangu 
lar, square, triangular, round or of any other de 
sired outline. 
According to a further modification, the box 

or container is of circular form, the cakes of 
color being radially disposed, the spaces between 
them forming surfaces upon which the color may 
be mixed. ‘ 

In this arrangement, the colors may either be 
contained within box-like cavities having four 
upstanding walls, or a sheet of metal may be 
pierced and a portion of the metal on the under 
sideV and upon opposite sides or the sides and ends 
of the opening be turned or bent downwards to 
enclose the cake of color, the upper surface of 
which lies more> or less in the plane of the upper 
surface of the plate. 
In >the iirst ‘case the cavities radiate from a 

central portion enclosed by a circular wall, the 
space within which is provided with walled cavi 
ties or is otherwise adapted to contain` one or 
more cakes of color. 
The invention will now be described with 

reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Fíg. 1 is a perspective view of one form of color 
box according to the present invention. Y 

Fig. 2y is a similar view of an alternative form 

of color box. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a further form of 

the invention. 
Figs. 4 and 5 are respectively upper and under 

side perspective views of an alternative arrange 
ment for holding the cakes of color within .a cir 
cular outer container. 4 
Referring to Fig. 1 of the accompanying draw 

ings,` l indicates the body portion of a paint box 
land 2f the hinged lid therefor. 

Extending from end to end of the inside of the 
body portion l is a member 3 which is arranged 
in spaced relationship to and parallel with the, 
forward vertical wall of the said body portion, 
and forms with said wall a compartment 4 for 
containing brushes. , 
Extending between the rear vertical wall of 

the body Yportion l and the rear surface of the 
member 3 is a series of strips 5 arranged in spaced 
relationship one to- the other and spaced apart 
to form cavities, each of- which cavities is divided 
into twoy portions by a partition 6, the portions l 
being designed to contain cakes of color and 
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the bottoms of the portions 8 forming paint mix 
ing surfaces. 
The partitions 5 are so arranged that when the 

cakes of color are placed in the aforementioned 
portions 'I of the cavities they are alternately dis 
posed at the inner and outer ends of the latter. 
In the modification shown in Fig. 2 the body 

portion I contains a pair of longitudinally extend 
ing parallel members 9, which form, along the 
middle portion of said body portion, a brush re 
ceptacle 9a and front and rear compartments 
along which are arranged in staggered formation 
frame-like bodies Ill which divide the said com 
partments into cavities I2 and I3. 
The cavities I2 are designed to each contain a 

cake of color, and the bottom of each of the cavi 
ties I3 form a paint mixing surface. 

It will be readily seen that when cakes of color 
are placed in the cavities I2 of the respective 
front and rear compartments they are alternate 
ly disposed at the inner and outer ends of the 
said cavities. 
`According to the modification shown in Fig. 3 

the box is circular and the body portion I4 there 
of is provided with a slip-on lid I5. 
Disposed within the body portion I4 is a metal 

disc I6 upon which is soldered or otherwise suit 
ably secured a strip I 'I bent around a circular cen 
tre portion I8 to form a series of radially dis 
posed pockets I9 for cakes of color, the interven 
ing portions of the said disc forming paint mix 
ing surfaces 20. 
Secured within the aforesaid circular centre 

portion I8 is a disc 2| provided with perforations 
22 each designed to receive a cake o-f color, and 
provided upon said centre portion are upwardly 
extending bifurcated lugs 23 designed to carry 
brushes. Y 

Instead of the disc I6 being provided with 
pockets I9 as just described, it may be provided 
with rectangular perforations 24 provided at 
their edges with downwardly extending projec 
tions 25 designed to- engage and hold cakes of 
color in position when inserted into the said per 

' forations, upwardly extending bifurcated lugs 
26 being provided for the purpose of carrying 
brushes; 

I claim: 
1. An artist’s color box comprising a body 

portion; and means within said body portion for 
receiving spaced cakes of color and holding each 
of the latter adjacent a mixing surface provided 
Within said means for the color from the respec 
tive cake one of said surfaces being located be 
tween each pair of color cakes and the body por 
tion thereof. 

2. An artist’s color box comprising a body por 
tion; a longitudinal member disposed within said 
body portion and in spaced relationship to one 
of the walls thereof to form therewith, and with 
a part of the bottom of said body portion, a re 
ceptacle for brushes; transverse members form 
ing with said longitudinal member and the wall 
opposite the ñrst mentioned wall, cavities; and 
partitions within said cavities which divide each 
of the latter into two parts, one of which parts 
serves to receive a cake of color, and the bottom 
of the other of which parts forms a mixing sur 
face for the color from the respective cake. . 

3. An artist’s color box, comprising a body por 
tion; a longitudinal member disposed within said 
body portion and in spaced relationship to one 
of the walls thereof to form therewith, and with 
a part of the bottom of said body portion, a re 
ceptacle for brushes; transverse members form 
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ing with said longitudinal member and the Wall 
opposite the first mentioned wall, cavities; and 
partitions within said cavities which divide each 
of the latter into two» parts, one of which parts 
serves to receive a cake of color, and the bottom 
0f the other of which parts forms a mixing sur 
face for the color from the respective cake, the 
arrangement being such that the cakes of color 
when placed in said receptacles are alternately 
disposed at the inner and outer ends of said 
cavities. 

4. An artist’s color box, comprising a body por 
tion; a pair of members within said body por 
tion, extending longitudinally thereof, and ar 
ranged in spaced relationship one to the other 
and to the front and rear walls of said body 
portion, to form respectively a receptacle for 
brushes, and front and rear compartments; mem 
bers Within said front and rear compartments 
which form series of cavities therein; some of ' 
which cavities constitute receptacles for cakes 
of color, and the bottom of each of the other 
of which cavities a mixing surface on which 
color from a respective cake may be mixed. 

5. An artist’s color box, comprising a body por 
~ tion; a pair of members within said body portion, 
extending longitudinally thereof, and arranged 
in spaced relationship one to the other and to 
the front and rear Walls of said body portion, to 
form respectively a receptacle for brushes, and 
front and rear compartments; frame-like mem 
bers within said front and rear compartments 
which form series of cavities therein, some of 
which cavities constitute receptacles for cakes of 
color, and the bottom of each of the other of 
which cavities a mixing surface on which color 
from a respective cake may be mixed, the ar 
rangement being such that the cakes of color 
when placed in said receptacles »are alternately 
disposed at the front and rear portions of said 
compartments. ‘ 

6. An artist’s color box comprising a circular 
body portion; and means designed to hold a 
plurality of cakes of color radially Within said 
body portion 'at each side of ̀ color mixing sur- ~" 
faces, there being one of the latter for each cake ' 

Y of color. 

7. An artist’s color box comprising a circular 
body portion; and a plate fitting within said body 
portion; a plurality of horizontally disposed sub 
stantially U-shaped bodies secured to the upper 
surface of said disc to form a series of radially 
arranged pockets open at their upper ends to 
each receive a cake of color, and extending along 
opposite sides of paint mixing surfaces upon said 
plate, there being one such surface for each cake 
of color.  

8. An artist’s color box comprising a circular 
body portion; a plate fitting within said body 
portion, and a plurality of series of lugs project 
ing from the surface of said plate, each of said 
series being adapted to receive and hold in. po 
sition a cake of color, the arrangement being such 
that said cal<es,'when so held in position, are 
each located radially within said circular body 
portion and along opposite sides of mixingsur 
faces forthe respective cakes. 

9. An artist’s color box, in combination with a 
body, comprising means for supporting a plural 
ity of cakes of color inY spaced relation to each 
other, said means including respective color mix 
ing surfaces adjacent to, and between each color 
cake. 

WILLIAM LESLIE KILLIK. 

5 

30 

60 

70 


