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My invention relates to a cleaning implement. 
An'important object of my invention is to pro 

vide a device of the above mentioned character 
which is adapted to clean portions of a piano, 
such as a grand or baby grand piano, which are 
inaccessible for cleaning purposes by the use of 
the ordinary brush or mop. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a cleaning device of the above mentioned charac 
ter which may be readily passed between the wires 
of the piano for contact with the sounding 
board to clean the same. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device of the above mentioned character 
so constructed that a relatively long surface may 
be presented for cleaning the sounding board of 
the piano whereby the cleaning operation may be 
carried out quickly and conveniently. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a device of the above mentioned character which 
may be employed for cleaning the wires of the 
piano. 

Further objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will be apparent during the course of the 
following description. 
In the accompanying drawing forming a part 

of this application and in which like numerals 
are employed to designate like parts throughout 
the same, 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a cleaning 
implement embodying my invention, showing the 
same in use, ‘ 

Figure 2 is a central vertical longitudinal sec 
tion through the cleaning implement, parts in ele 
vation, 

Figure 3 is a transverse section taken on line 
3—3 of Figure 2, and, 
Figure 4 is a perspective View of the ?exible 

head of the implement. 
In the drawing, wherein for the purpose of il 

lustration is shown a preferred embodiment of 
my invention, the numeral 5 designates the box 
or body portion of a grand or baby grand piano 
having the horizontally disposed sounding board 
6 and spaced wires or strings 1 arranged above 
the sounding board, as is customary. 
The implement comprises a brush or mop head 

8. This head includes a ?exible tube 9. The tube 
includes oppositely arranged sides, and each side 
includes inner and outer elongated strips I0 and 
I]. These strips may be formed of any suitable 
?exible material, such as chamois, cloth, or the 
like. Arranged between the strips I 0 and II are 
strands l2, extending transversely of the elon 
gated strips. These strands are preferably 
formed of some soft readily foldable material, 
such as cotton, although other material may be 
used. The opposite longitudinal edges of the 
two'pairs of elongated strips l0 and H are se 
curely connected by lines of stitching l3, extend~ 

(01. 15-210) 
ing longitudinally of strips I0 and II through 
out substantially their entire length. The strands 
I 2 pass between the strips I0 and II in each 
pair and are securely attached to these strips 
by the lines of stitching l3. The ?brous strands 
l2 extend laterally beyond the tube 9, for sub 
stantial distances, and being highly ?exible and 
foldable, they readily become distributed over 
substantially the entire surface of the tube. The 
forward end of the tube is preferably closed 
which may be effected by stitching the pairs of 
?exible strips [0 and II together and then fold 
ing them transversely so that the stitching is ar 
ranged upon the inner side of the tube. At the 
rear end of the tube 9, each pair of strips l0 and 
II are continued beyond the tube for a substan 
tial distance, affording attaching extensions 14. 
The strips l0 and II, at the attaching extensions 
are preferably glued together, although they may 

in 

10 

be secured together by any other suitable means. 20 
It is thus seen that I have provided an elongated 
brush or mop head of substantial length, includ 
ing a tube and strands carried thereby, and the 
elongated brush head is readily transversely fold 
able or ?exible. 
Adapted for insertion within the ?exible tube 

9 and extending throughout substantially its en— 
tire length, is a bar I5, preferably formed of ?at 
resilient material, such as spring steel. The bar 
[5 is elongated and has a substantial length and 
also has a substantial width, but is relatively 
thin. The bar 15 is therefore readily ?exible 
in a direction at right angles to its surface, but 
is rigid in a direction parallel with its surface. 
In other words, when the bar is placed upon a 
plane horizontal surface, it may be ?exed verti 
cally but is rigid against ?exing in a horizontal 
direction. 
The rear end of the bar I5 is embedded with 

in a shank I6, formed upon a handle II. The 
numeral l8 designates a ferrule which is slot 
ted at 19 to slidably receive the bar l5, and this 
ferrule is adapted to be applied to the shank 
l6, and is held thereon by frictional engagement. 
The opposite portions of the shank iii are pref 
erably ?attened, at 20, to receive the ends of the 
attaching extensions 14, which are applied to the 
outer surface of the ferrule and folded inwardly 
to project into the same. The ferrule clamps 
these extensions to the ?at faces 20. The fer 
rule serves to detachably connect the extensions 
It with the shank l6, and by moving the ferrule 
l8 forwardly it disengages the shank l6 and re 
leases the attaching extensions l4, whereby the 
head 8 may be withdrawn from the rod [5, for 
the purpose of cleaning or repairing the same. 
In use, the head 8 is applied to the bar l5 and 

these two elements are substantially coextensive 
in length and have a considerable length. The 
assembled head and bar are readily ?exible in 
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2 
one direction and substantially rigid in a direc 
tion at a right angle to the ?exing direction. 
With the elements thus assembled, the head 8 
may be passed between selected wires or strings 
‘I of a grand or baby grand piano, in the man 
ner indicated in Figure 1. This will bring the 
brush head into engagement with the sounding 
board 6, as shown. If desired, substantially the 
entire length of the head 8 may be brought into 
engagement with the sounding board. When in‘ 
this position, the bar I5 is ?exible in a vertical 
plane but is substantially rigid in a horizontal 
plane. The handle l‘l may now be manipulated 
to shift the brush head horizontally over the 
surface of the sounding board. It is thus seen 
that the portion of the brush head engaging the 
sounding board has a substantial length and that 
a large area of the sounding board is thus 
cleaned. The brush head is reversible and either 
side thereof may be used. Due to the ?exibil 
ity of the brush head and bar in one direction, 
inaccessible portions of the sounding board may 
be readily cleaned, and the brush head may also 
be inserted between the wires or strings of the 
piano in various ways, to clean the strings. The 
bar is completely encased in the head and can 
not contact with the surface to mar the same. 
The brush may be used to clean various other 
portions of the piano, and portions of different 
types of pianos. 

It is to be understood that the form of my 
invention herewith shown and described is to 
be taken as a preferred example of the same, 
and that various changes in the shape, size and 
arrangement of parts may be resorted to with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention 
or the scope of the subjoined claims. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. An implement for use in cleaning pianos or 

the like, comprising a normally generally straight 
elongated ?exible cleaning head, an elongated 
bar carrying the cleaning head, said bar being 
?exible in one direction throughout substantially 
its entire length and rigid throughout substan 
tially its entire length in a direction at substan 
tially a right angle to its ?exing action, the ar 
rangement being such that the cleaning head 
may be locally ?exed at any point substantially 
between its ends and passed between the strings 
of the piano to engage with the sounding board 
beneath the strings and a handle secured to the 
bar. 

2. An implement for use in cleaning pianos 
or the like, comprising a ?exible elongated clean 
ing head including a tube and strands carried by 
the tube, and a, normally generally straight elon 
gated bar inserted within the tube, said elon 
gated bar being relatively thin and having a sub 
stantial width so that it is ?exible in one direc— 
tion throughout generally its entire length and 
substantially rigid in a direction at substantially 
a right angle to its ?exing movement, the ar 
rangement being such that the head and bar 
may be locally ?exed at any point generally be 
tween the ends thereof so that the cleaning head 
may be passed between the strings of the piano 
and engage the sounding board. 

3. An implement for use in cleaning pianos 
or the like, comprising a ?exible elongated clean 
ing head, and a normally generally straight elon~ 
gated bar extending longitudinally of the clean 
ing head throughout substantially the entire 
length of the cleaning head and secured thereto, 
said bar being resilient and ?exible in one direc 
tion throughout generally its entire length and 

2,062,066 
substantially rigid in a direction at substantially 
a right angle to the direction of ?exing of the 
bar, the arrangement being such that the head 
and bar may be locally ?exed at any point gener 
ally between the ends thereof so that the clean 
ing head may be passed between the strings of 
the piano and a considerable portion of its length 
brought into engagement with the sounding 
board, the tension of the ?exed resilient bar 
holding the cleaning head in proper frictional 
engagement with the sounding board. 

4. An implement for use in cleaning pianos or 
the like, comprising a ?exible elongated clean 
ing head having a substantial length and includ 
ing a tube and strands carried thereby, an elon 
gated bar inserted within the tube and extend 
ing throughout substantially the entire length 
of the tube, said bar being resilient and ?exible 
throughout generally its entire length in one di 
rection and substantially rigid in a direction at 
substantially a right angle to the direction of 
?exing of the bar, and a handle secured to the 
bar, said elongated bar being a great deal longer 
than the handle, the cleaning head and bar be 
ing locally ?exible at any point generally be 
tween the ends so that the same may be passed 
between the strings of the piano and contact 
with the sounding board, the ?exing of the re 
silient elongated bar serving to hold the clean 
ing head in proper frictional engagement with 
the sounding board. 

5. An implement for use in cleaning pianos or 
the like, comprising a ?exible elongated clean 
ing head, and a normally generally straight solid 
resilient bar which is so slender that it may be 
readily passed between the strings of the piano 
in spaced relation from such strings, said solid 
resilient bar extending longitudinally of the 
cleaning head throughout substantially the en 
tire length of the cleaning head and secured 
thereto, the arrangement being such that the 
cleaning head and solid bar may be locally ?exed 
at any point generally between the ends thereof 
so that the cleaning head may be passed between 
the strings of the piano and a considerable por 
tion of its length brought into engagement with 
the sounding board, the tension of the ?exed 
solid resilient bar holding the cleaning head in 
proper frictional engagement with the sounding 
board. 

6. An implement for use in cleaning pianos or 
the like, comprising an elongated ?exible clean 
ing head including a tube, said tube including 
sides, each side including a pair of strips, ?brous 
strands arranged between the strips in each pair 
and extending transversely thereof, lines of 
stitching attaching the pairs of strips, the strips 
having extensions at their rear ends projecting 
beyond the lines of stitching, an elongated bar 
for insertion within the tube and extending 
throughout substantially the entire length of the 
tube, said elongated bar being resilient through 
out substantially its entire length in one direc 
tion and substantially rigid in a direction at sub 
stantially a right angle to its ?exing action, a 
handle having a reduced shank secured to the 
rear end of the bar, said handle being a great 
deal shorter than the bar, a ferrule slidable upon 
the bar and adapted to have the extensions fold 
ed inwardly about the same, the ferrule and ex 
tensions being adapted for insertion upon the re 
duced shank to thereby attach the extension to 
the handle. 

MARY M. MILEY. 
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