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8 Claims. (01. 150--1.6) ' 

This invention relates to improvements in port 
folios. ' 

The invention has for an object to provide in a 
portfolio, having division walls to form a plurality 

5 of pockets, an improved construction which en 
ables one to secure more complete access to the 
contents of the pockets, for the inspection, selec 
tion, removal and insertion of papers, than can be 
had with the common type of portfolio,—the so 

10 called brief case type,-—having pocket provisions. 
The invention also has for an object the pro 

vision of a portfolio, which when opened, enables 
the walls thereof to be spread apart and posi 
tioned so as to stand substantially upright on a 

15 table or desk, with the several pockets fanned out 
and opened for easy access thereto. 
These and other objects will more particularly 

appear as the detailed ‘description proceeds and 
will be pointed out in the appended claims. 

20 The invention will be disclosed with reference 
to the accompanying drawings in which: 

Fig. l is a perspective view of a portfolio, em 
bodying the invention and shown closed; 

Fig. 2 is a sectional elevational view thereof 
25 ta‘ken on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1 just inside one 

of the covers; 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional plan view 

taken on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4, is a fragmentary sectional plan view illus 

.30 trating the reenforcementvof the outer end edge 
of one of the partition members; 

Fig. 5 is a top plan view of the portfolio shown 
in open position; and 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the open port 
35 folio. 

Referring to these drawings; the portfolio in 
cludes two flat outer walls or covers In (Fig. 1) 
of the same size and shape and made of any suit 
able flexible material, such as leather or the like. 
These outer walls H), which are mounted face to 
face, are permanently and hingedly connected 
together along one end edge I l , so that they may 
be spread apart, swinging about the hinge con 
nection. The necessary hinge connection may be 
made in any suitable manner. In this case, it is 
formed by inserting a narrow end wall l2, in 
folded as best shown in Fig. 3, to form a gusset 
allowing the walls I \l to move away from one an 
other adjacent the hinge line and provide for the 

50 expansion necessary to accommodate the papers 
carried in the portfolio. This wall I2 (Figs. 1 
and 2) extends from the lower side edge l3 of 
'each outer wall upwardly toward, but in this case 
not quite to the upper side edge 14 and is suit 

4 

'55 ably secured, as by stitches l2’, to the walls H1. 

As shown, the wall l2 terminates just below one 
of the two rounded corners l5 which connect the 
upper side edge I4 to the aforesaid end edge II 
and to the opposite end edge I6. 
The two outer walls 10 are interconnected by 5 

a plurality of wall members I’! which are con 
structed of leather, or any other suitable flexible 
material, and are infolded as best shown in Fig. 6,_ 
to form a plurality of pockets l8. The lower side 
edge of one member I‘! is connected to the side 10 
edge l3 of one outer wall and the upper edge of 
said member is connected to the upper edge of 
the next adjacent member H. The latter mem 
ber is connected to the next adjacent member 
along their meeting lower side edges and so on, 15 
adjacent members I‘! of the series being con 
nected ?rst along their upper and then along their 
lower side edges until ?nally the lower side edge 
of the last wall I‘! of the series is connected to the 
lower side edge of the other outer wall Ill. The 20 
various connections described may be made in any 
suitable manner. As herein shown, the connec 
tions are made by stitches l1’. 
These wall members I‘! cooperate in pairs to 

form partitions between the outer walls I0. Each 25 
two adjacent walls I‘! which are interconnected 
along their upper side edges, constitute one such 
pair. One or more of such pairs may be used as 
desired and as shown, two pairs are used, thus 
affording two double-walled partitions between 30 
the covers I0 and'providing, in cooperation with 
the covers, three pockets l8 each open along its 
upper end. Obviously, other pairs of walls I‘! 
may be added to provide additional pockets, if 
desired. 35 
The walls I‘! are somewhat smaller in area' 

than walls l0 so that the upper side edge and 
both end edges of each are spaced from the cor 
responding and adjacent edges of Walls I0. 
These walls i‘! may thus lie wholly between and 40 
within the margins of walls II] to be enclosed 
thereby, when the portfolio is closed. Walls I‘! 
are not secured to walls l0 except along the 
edges described. Both end edges and, more es 
pecially the outer end edge of each wall I1, is 45 
free of connections with walls In. This allows 
the walls I‘! to be spread apart as walls II] are 
swung open on their hinge connection, to put 
the portfolio in the self sustaining position shown 
in Fig. 6. To assist in making the walls I‘! stand 50 
more or less upright, as shown in Fig. 6, these 
walls are suitably reenforced. While the neces 
sary reenforcement may be provided in any suit 
able way, I have found the expedient shown in 
Figs. 2 and 4 a simple, inexpensive and satisfac- 55 



10 

15 

25 

35 

40 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

, end edge. 

2 
tory solution of the problem. A wire I9 is ap 
plied along the outer end edge of each wall I‘! 
and held in place by folding over it the margin of 
the outer Wall, as shown in Fig. 4. The several 
wires l9 are not interconnected and therefore do 
not interfere with relative movement of the walls 
l'l. Each wire acts independently of the other to 
hold its wall against collapse or bending while 
standing on its lower edge in a more or less up 
right position. 
The walls I‘! need not be connected together ex 

cept along the side edges described. Still, it is 
possible to secure them together to a limited ex 
tent along their end edges as illustrated in Fig. 2 
where the stitches I1’ extend part way along this 

To do so helps to some extent in stif 
fening up the walls to make them self-sustain 
ing when placed as shown in Fig. 6. 
According to the broader features of the inven 

tion, the walls I0 may be held against substantial 
movement on their hinge connection, and in po 
sition to enclose the walls H, in any suitable 
way. A satisfactory and convenient way is that 
illustrated, wherein separable fastener means of 
the so-called zipper type are used. A tape 2|] 
carrying a series of fastener ?ngers 2|, is fas 
tened to each wall It! and extends along the end 
edge l6, around one corner l5 and along the side 
edge 14 to and around the other corner, ter 
minating just above the top of end Wall 12. The 
usual slide, shown at 22, serves to cause the two 
sets of ?ngers 2| to engage or disengage. When 
this slide 22 is positioned as shown in Figs. 2, 5 
and 6, all the ?ngers 2| are disengaged. The 
slide, when moved from such position to its oth 
er extreme position (at the intersection of edges 
43 and I6) will cause all the ?ngers 2| to be en 
gaged, whereby walls I0 are then held together 
along all edges except the lower side edge. How 
ever, one cannot gain access to the contents of 
the portfolio from the bottom or lower side edge 
thereof. All that is possible is to reach into the 
empty spaces between pairs of the walls I‘! as will 
be clear from Fig. 6. 
The invention provides a novel form of par 

titioning means for portfolios. The pockets, pro 
vided by such means, are characterized by their 
accessibility. The partitioning means are char 

- acterized by their function of supporting the port 
-folio in upright position with the pockets spread 
open for the easy selection of papers from the 
several pockets or for the ?ling of papers in such 
pockets. A pull on the zipper slide 22 into the 
position shown in Fig. 2, releases walls Ill from 
their interconnections, except along their ad 
jacent and hinged end edges ll. Then, if the 
portfolio is held upright with its lower edge rest 
ing on a desk or table, the walls l0 may be swung 
apart, about the axis of their hinge connection, 
into a self-sustaining position. In spreading the 
walls Ill apart, the walls I‘! are likewise spread 
and the pockets l8 are opened to facilitate in 
spection, selection and removal of papers and 
also to enable convenient ?ling of the same. And 
these walls l1, reenforced as described, become, 
when spread apart, capable of standing upright. 
Each wall I‘! of one pair braces the other wall of 
the pair and forms a sufficient support for the 
portfolio independently of the outer walls I0. 
These walls I0, as shown, bend along a substan 
tially diagonal line extending from the inter 
section of edges l3 and I6 to the upper end of 
end wall l2 near the zipper slide. One half of 
each wall It) thus lops over and bends down un 
til the edges l4 and [6 rest in whole or in part 

2,053,695 
on the table or desk. Naturally these walls Ill 

_ could readily be made so as not to bend down in 
the manner described but this action is consid 
ered an advantage in that it enables easier and 
more complete access to the papers in the two 
outer pockets. When the portfolio is to be closed, 
the bent down corners of walls H] are lifted and 
the walls swung together as much as possible, 
thus moving the pocket-forming walls together. 
The portfolio is then closed by pulling the zipper 
slide into its other extreme position, above de 
scribed. 
The invention thus aifords a portfolio of im 

proved construction, which provides for parti 
tioning into pockets and yet, when opened, allows 
much better access to the contents and enables 
the desired papers to be located, removed and re 
placed more easily and conveniently than is pos 
sible in the conventional type of brief case usually 
employed and having pockets. 
What I claim is: 
1. A portfolio, comprising, a pair of outer walls 

hingedly connected together along one end edge, 
a plurality of wall members interconnecting one 
side edge of one outer wall to the corresponding 
side edge of the other outer wall and infolded 
to lie between the outer walls and partition the 
space therebetween thereby forming a plurality 
of pockets open adjacent the opposite end and 
side edges of said outer walls, and separable fas 
tener means for holding said outer walls together 
and preventing relative swinging movement 
thereof about the hinge connection therebetween. 

2. A portfolio, comprising, a pair of outer walls 
hingedly connected together along one end edge, 
a plurality of wall members interconnecting one 
side edge of one outer wall to the corresponding 
side edge of the other outer wall and infolded 
to lie between the outer Walls and partition the 
space therebetween thereby forming a plurality 
of pockets open adjacent the opposite end and 
side edges of said outer walls, said outer walls 
being larger in area than the infolded members 
and extending beyond both end edges and one 
side edge thereof, a row of fasteners along the 
other end edge and second named side edge of 
each outer wall, and means slidable in one direc 
tion to engage and in the opposite direction to 
disengage said rows of fasteners to hold the outer 
walls together in closure forming relation with 
the open ends of said pockets. 

3. A portfolio, comprising, companion outer 
walls, a plurality of wall members interconnect 
ing one side edge of one outer wall to the corre 
sponding side edge of the other outer wall and 
infolded to lie between the outer walls and parti 
tion the space therebetween thereby forming a 
plurality of pockets each open at opposite ends 
and adjacent the other side edges of said outer 
walls, said infolded wall members being other 
wise free of connections to the outer walls, said 
outer walls being larger than the infolded mem 
bers and projecting beyond opposite ends of each 
thereof and beyond that side which lies adjacent 
the open end of the pocket, said outer walls being 
hingedly connected along one end edge, whereby 
they may be swung apart to spread the infolded 
wall members and open wide the pockets, and 
separable fastener means for interconnecting the 
outer walls to hold them against swinging move 
ment. 

4. A portfolio, comprising, companion outer 
walls, a plurality of wall members interconnect 
ing one side edge of one outer wall to the corre 
sponding side edge of the other outer wall and 
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infolded to lie between the outer walls and parti 
tion the space therebetween thereby forming a 
plurality of pockets each open at opposite ends 
and adjacent the other side edges of said outer 
walls, said infolded wall members being other 
wise free of connections to the outer walls, said 
outer Walls being larger than the infolded mem 
bers and projecting beyond opposite ends of each 
thereof and beyond that side which lies adjacent 
the open end of the pocket, said outer walls being 
hingedly connected along one end edge, whereby 
they may be swung apart to spread the infolded 
wall members and open wide the pockets, and 
separable fastener means for interconnecting the 
outer walls along their second-named side edges 
and other end edges to prevent swinging move 
ment of the outer walls and escape of contents 
from said pockets. 

5. A portfolio, comprising, two outer walls 
hingedly connected along one end edge, rows of 
separable fasteners one row for each wall and 
each row arranged along the opposite end edge 
and one side edge of its wall leaving the other 
side edge free, a member movable in one direc 
tion to engage and in the opposite direction to 
disengage said rows of fasteners, a series of parti 
tion walls intervening between the outer walls 
and adapted to be enclosed between the outer 
walls when said rows of fasteners are engaged, 
successive partition walls of the series being con 
nected ?rst along one side edge and then along 
the opposite side edge and the end walls of the 
series being connected one to each outer wall 
along the free side edge thereof. 

6. A portfolio, comprising, two outer walls 
hingedly connected along one end edge, rows of 
separable fasteners one row for each wall and 
each row arranged along the opposite end edge 
and one side edge of its wall leaving the other 
side edge free, a member movable in one direc 
tion to engage and in the opposite direction to 
disengage said rows of fasteners, a series of parti 
tion walls intervening between the outer walls 
and adapted to be enclosed between the outer 
walls when said rows of fasteners are engaged, 

3 
successive partition walls of the series being con 
nected ?rst along one side edge and then along 
the opposite side edge and the end walls of the 
series being connected one to each outer wall 
along the free side edge thereof, said partition 
walls being otherwise free of connections to the 
outer walls and free to float therebetween. 

7. A portfolio, comprising, a pair of covers 
hingedly connected along one edge, separable 
fastener means for holding the covers together 
along the other end edge and one side edge of 
each, said covers when said fastener means are 
released adapted to be spread apart swinging on 
said hinge connection and supported from the 
other side edge of each with at least a substantial 
portion of each cover in substantially upright 
position, and at least one pair of wall members 
intervening between the covers, the members of 
each pair having their upper side edges con 
nected together and their lower side edges con 
nected one to the lower side edge of each cover 
to be spread apart into inverted V-form thereby 
forming a braced support for holding the port 
folio while open in upright position. 

8. A portfolio, comprising, a pair of covers 
hingedly connected along one edge, separable 
fastener means for holding the covers together 
along the other end edge and one side edge of 
each, said covers when said fastener means are 
released adapted to be spread apart swinging on 
said hinge connection and supported from the 
other side edge of each with at least a substantial 
portion of each cover in substantially upright 
position, and at least one pair of wall members 
intervening between the covers, each member’ 
having that end edge most remote from said 
hinge connection reenforced against substantial 
bending, the members of each pair having their 
upper side edges connected together and their 
lower side edges connected one to the lower side 
edge of each cover to be spread apart into in 
verted V-form thereby forming a braced support 
for holding the portfolio while open in upright 
position. 

WARNER R. BUXTON. 
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