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5 Claims. 

This invention relates to tennis nets and has 
reference particularly to improvements in the 
manner and means of applying the top band to 
vthe body of the net. 
A tennis net is usually provided with a band 

forming the upper` selvage and the band ordinari 
ly consists of a fabric strip folded upon itself 1on 
gitudinally thereof to embrace the upper strands 

` of the net proper, the strands and the band being 
attached together by means of a row or rows of 

, stitching. It is found that in the stitching oper 
ation the needle and the thread often pierce the 
strands of the net causing them to become weak 
ened andto break after the net has been in ac 
tual use for a very short period. 

Various expedients have been used to overcome 
this difficulty; among the most widely used means 
being that in which the portion of the net adja 
cent the band and the band itself are not tarred 
until after the stitching operation has been com 
pleted. It was believed that by such a procedure 
the strands did not become injured or weakened 
bythe stitching operation, because the latter took 
place before the fibres of the strands became stif 
fened by the tar coating. There seems to be little 
or no foundation for this claim because of the 
fact that the strands of the net where they are 
pierced by the needle and the stitches are bound 
to be split, a condition which seems to have only 
one result and that is the weakening of the split 
fibres. ì 

The object of the present invention is to over 
come the necessity of piercing the strands of the 
net in the application ofv the band to form the 
upper selvage and I accomplish this object by 
means of the particular construction and arrange 
ment of parts hereinafter described, set forth in 
the claims and illustratively exemplified in the 
accompanying drawing, in which, Figure 1 is an 
elevational view partly in section of one end sec 
tion of a net; Figure 2 is a substantially vertical 
sectional view taken on line 2_2 of Figure 1, and 
Figure 3 is a substantially longitudinal sectional 
view of the net taken on line 3_3 of Figure 1. 
Referring to the drawing, I0 denotes a net con 

sisting of the usual cord strands II, which are 
knotted at their intersections, and which along 
the bottom and ends of the net are provided with 
suitable binding material I2. Since there is no 
particular strain brought to bear upon the net 
along its ends and bottom the binding material I 2 
may be attached by a simple row of stitching I3. 
However, along the long top side of the` net 

where the latter receives substantially all of its 
support, no stitching is used in the binding. I 

(Cl. 273-29) 
accomplish this feature by placing along the top 
strands a fiat tape I4, one thin side or edge there 
of being disposed against the upper side of the 
net, as illustrated in Figures 1 and 2. A length of 
bias tape I5 is then wrapped helically about the 
tape I4 and upper strand of the net, so that each 
wrapping of the tape I 5 brings it over and about 
the tape I4 and between the vertical strands de 
pending from the top or horizontal strands. This 
operation attaches the net securely to the tape I 4 
without injuring the strands. 
A wide upper binding I 6 is then mounted on the 

tape I4 by taking a length of fabric e. g., duck, 
and folding it longitudinally upon itself so as to 
bring its long sides on opposite sides of the 
wrapped tape I4. A row of stitching I 'I is then 
run through the binding I6, the Wrapping tape 
I5 and inner tape I4. At each end of the net the 
upright binding I2, is placed alongside the 
wrapped tape and the stitching I1 run through 
the added thickness of material. At its extreme 
end the binding material I6 projects beyond the 
upright end binding I2 and is turned inwardly 
upon itself and finished oif by the stitching I1, 
which runs out to the extreme end. The pro 
jecting ends of the binding I6 are provided with 
eyelets I8 to receive the ends of the ropes adapted 
to attach the net to the posts on the courts. 'I'he 
lower corners of the net formed by the meeting 
of the bottom and end binding strips I2 are also 
provided with eyelets I9, through which the lower 
tie ropes from the court posts are disposed. 
The result of this construction is a net which in 

use is suspended entirely from the tape I4 by 
means of the wrapping tape I5, and the latter and 
the tape I4 are supported in the binding IB 
through the stitched connection I'I, as illustrated 
particularly in Figure 3. 

It will be understood of course in connection 
with the present invention that the matter of 
treating the net with viscous or other coatings 
will in no way interfere with the application of 
the upper binding strip, because it is contem 
plated that the strands of the netting along the 
upper line thereof are not to be pierced by the 
row of stitching I'I, because the latter is not 
brought into contact with the net at any point 
throughout its length. 
Having now described my invention and the 

manner in which the same is constructed, what 
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
isz 

1. A net of the character described, comprising 
a netted material and a binding attached to its 
margin, comprising a strip of tape arranged along 
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2 . 

a longitudinal side ofthe net, a tape wrapped 
about the strands forming the said longitudinal 
side and the first tape, and a row of stitching run 
through the tapes. 

2. A net of the character described, comprising 
a netted material and a binding attached to its 

Y margin, comprising a strip of tape arranged along 

10 

15 

a longitudinal side of the net, a tape wrapped 
about the outside strands of the net and the first 
tape, a fabric binding embracing the wrapped 
tape, and a'row of stitching run through the 
fabric binding and >Wrapped tape. ' ' 

3. A net of the character described, comprising,Vî 
a netted material adapted to hang from one`of " 

its longitudinal marginal sides, aïtape «disposed along the upper longitudinal side, a tape wrappedY 

helically about the ñrst tape and the upper strand 
of the net between the vertical strands„a fabric 
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binding Afolded longitudinally thereof and disposed 
over the Wrapped tape with the closed side spaced ~ 
above the latter, and a row of` stitching run 
through the two layers of the fabric binding on 
opposite sides of the wrapped tap-e and through 5 
the latter beyond the upper strand of the net. 

4. A net, as claimed in claimy 3, in which the 
fabric binding material and the enclosed wrapped 
tape extend beyond the ends of the net, and in 
cluding anreyelet arranged in each projecting end 10 
and disposed to clamp the first tape, vfabric bind 
ing and stitching between its flanges. ' 
A.5. A net, as claimed in claim 3, including bind 

'ing for the ends and bottom of the net, the bind 
ing atltheÍ ends extending upwardly into the 15 
fabric binding and being caught by the said 
stitching. ` l Y 
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