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The present invention relates to toy structures, 
and. more particularly to ,foldable or collapsible 
structure,_ such as tents and tepees made of card 
board or other sheet material, although certain of 

5 its features may be utilized in other types of 
structures. 

‘ ‘Children are quite fond of tents, houses, and 
other types of toy constructions. The present in 
vention pertains to constructions of this character 

10 adapted to be collapsed for shipping and storage 
and readily, set up again by a child or by anyone 
else. Foldable objects which have been made 
heretofore have not been of a type adapted for 
use by children. Such toys and structures should 

15 be relatively inexpensive and easy to ‘manufac 
ture. Also, it is very tiresome to grown-ups to be 
continually asked to assemble or disassemble 
toys or to erect them. The present construc 
tion is peculiarly adapted for children’s use 

20 because it is sturdy and, at the same time, 
‘ operates sufficiently easily .to be collapsed and 

set up by a very small child, without help. In 
addition, the structure may be readily made from 
two pieces of cardboard attached to each other 

.25 at two or more points, thereby reducing the cost 
“of material and the manufacturing operations 
.to a minimum. The preferred embodiment of 
'the inventio'rl'is particularly useful in connection 
with cowboy and Indiansets, toy soldiers, Boy 

£30 Scout sets and the like. 
' An object of the invention is to provide an in 

expensive tent, tepee or other toy construction. 
; {Another object of the invention is to provide a 
‘tent‘or other‘ collapsible construction which can 

‘.35 bereadily assembled from inexpensive parts. 
‘ " Another object ofthe invention is to provide a 
(tent ‘or other. construction which‘ ‘may ‘be readily 
collapsed .afterfassembly to facilitate shipping 
‘and storing. . , l . 

.40 Another object‘ of the ‘invention is to provide 
‘ a collapsible cardboard construction which may 
be ‘readily set up‘ by a child without the. assist 
ance‘ of older persons. ,. ~ 

‘ [,A'fi?thet 'object'of the invention is to provide 
45 a collapsible tent oraitepee construction from a 

‘ ‘minimum number'of parts readily assembled. 
Other and further objects of the invention. will 

be obvious upon an understanding of the illus 
‘trative embodiment about to be described, or will 

‘50 be‘indicated in‘tne appended claims, and vari 
‘tousjadvantages‘not referred to hereinwill occur 
tov one skilled in the art upon employment of the 
‘invention in practice- ' a . ‘ 

‘ . .A'. preferred embodiment of the invention has 
.55: been chosen for purposes of. illustration and de 
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scription and is shown in the accompanying draw 
ings, forming a part of the speci?cation, wherein 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a tepee or tent 
illustrating the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view illustrating 5‘ 
the tepee or tent partially collapsed in full lines 
and completely collapsed in dotted lines; 

Fig. 3 is a bottom view of the tent or tepee il 
lustrating the invention; ' 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view illustrating the in- 10 
vention applied to another form of tent; 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view illustrating the tent 
shown in Fig. 4, partially collapsed; and 

Fig. 6 is a sectional View along the line 6-6 
of Fig. 4, illustrating the invention. 15 
Referring again to the drawings, and more 

particularly to Figs. 1 to 3 thereof, there is shown 
a tepee having a bottom I and a top or tent por 
tion 2. The bottom may be round, as .shown in 
Fig. 3, or polygonal to support the bottom of the 20 
tent. The top portion may be made from a tri 
angular sheet which is scored to form a series 
of triangular side portions 4. The triangular‘ 
sheet is folded and the side edges are glued or 
stapled together, preferably at 5, so ‘that a sub- 25 
stantially conical or pyramidal tent portion is 
formed, simulating an Indian tent or tepee. The 
lower ends of the side portions 4 are slitted ‘at .6 
and scored at ‘I to provide tabs for attaching the 
tent portion 2 to the bottom or base I. 30 
A construction of this type may be readily 

made from two pieces of cardboard suitably 
scored and cut by automatic machinery. Since 
a child desires to have groups of structures vof 
this sort, it is desirable for them to be stored 35 
in as small a space as possible. Likewise, it is 
difficult and much more expensive to ship a 
construction of this sort or to store it in stores 
unless it can be collapsed. Furthermore, where a 
toy is to be used by a child, its operation should 40 
be su?iciently simple for a child to operate, other 
wise the child is consistently troubling its par 
entsor other grown-ups to assist it. One of the 
primary objects of the present invention is to 
provide a construction of this character which 145 
may be folded for the purposes noted above and 
which is sufficiently simple to fold so that any 
child can do it. . 

To achieve this object, the top part of the tent 
is preferably secured to the bottom at two points, 50 
8 and 9, and the bottom is scored, creased or 
weakened at H] so that it folds along its middle. 
To facilitate folding, the points 8 and 9 are at 
opposite sides of the tent and substantially per 
pendicular with respect to the crease ID. The 55 
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2 
creased or weakened line I0 preferably passes 
under the door II of the tent so that it may be 
folded up into the opening or door I I as shown in 
Fig. 2. At the other end of the score or crease 
III, the base I is cut away at I2 so that the base at 
this point terminates slightly inside of the bottom 
of the tent part. Where the back of the tent 
tapers upwardly or is conical in shape, the re 
cesses or cutaway portion I2 should be greater 
than in a case such as the one described herein- 1 
after, where the back of the tent is upright or 
substantially perpendicular. In either case, the 
cutaway portion may terminate substantially ad 
jacent the inner side of the bottom of the tent 
part. 

Referring more particularly to Fig. 2 of the 
drawings, it will be noted that the tent or tepee 
may be folded into collapsed position merely by 
pushing upwardly on the bottom I. Such pres 
sure on the bottom causes it to fold upwardly and 
inwardly, as shown in Fig. 2, with one end of the 
apex of the folded bottom projecting upwardly 
into the opening or door II of the tent and the 
other end of the apex extending upwardly on the 
inside of the tent by reason of the cutaway por 
tion I2. Without the cutaway portion I2, it 
would not be possible for the bottom to be folded 
upwardly into the tent part. Furthermore, the 
tent may be readily set up again by a child or 
anyone else merely by pushing downwardly on 
the apex of the folded bottom, which is exposed 
through the opening II in the tent proper. It 
can also be set up by inserting a ?nger through 
the cutaway portion I2 at the other end of the 
apex and pulling the apex of the bottom down 
wardly into its flat form. When the bottom is in 
its ?at position, the tent is held in set up position, 
since the cutaway portion does not extend su?i 
ciently inwardly of the sides of the tent to permit 
the bottom to fold upwardly of its own accord. 
In addition, the weight of the top part tends to 
hold the bottom in its ?at position. It will be 
‘understood that the bottom I may be scored to 
fold downwardly but better results are obtained 
by folding it upwardly as illustrated in the pre 
ferred embodiment. 

Referring more particularly to Figs. 4, 5 and 6, 
substantially the same principle is applied to the 
type of tent known as a soldier tent or Boy Scout 
tent. Such a tent is usually substantially square 
at the bottom and has substantially perpendicu 
lar triangular ends or flaps and sloped square 

Referring more particularly to the draw 
ings, the construction comprises a base or bottom 
I5 formed from a single sheet of cardboard 
creased or weakened at I6 to fold along its middle. 
If desired, the weakened portion I6 of the bottom 
may be reinforced by a strip of tape or other 
material I 3 as shown. The tent or top part is 
likewise preferably formed from a single piece of 
cardboard material with the sides I ‘I having tabs 
or flaps I8 stapled at one or more points I9 to the 
bottom. The sides I 'I slope to form an apex II’. 
The rear end 20 of the tent is substantially tri~ 
angular and substantially perpendicular to the 
bottom. The front end may be formed with suit 
'able flaps 2I for access to the tent. , 
As described in connection with the Indian tent 

or tepee, a suitable cutaway portion 23 is pro 
vided in the bottom I5 adjacent one end of the 
crease or folding line I6 of the bottom. The 
-innermost part of the cutaway portion, is sub 
stantially in line with the rear end 20 of the tent. 
When it is desired to fold the tent, the bottom is 
pressed upwardly to fold along theline I6. The 

: bling its parents or others. The resulting struc 
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rear end of the tent has a vertical crease through 
its middle so that it can fold outwardly and the 
sides 24 of the V-shaped cutaway portion 23 are 
suitably curved or shaped to force the middle of 
the rear end outwardly into its folded position as 
the middle of the bottom is raised upwardly. The 
apex of the bottom at the front or" the tent, passes 
through the ?aps as it is folded upwardly so that 
the entire tent may be folded together, as shown 

. more particularly in Fig. 5. 
The soldier or Boy Scout tent operates on the 

same principle as the tepee tent and illustrates 
the invention applied to a slightly different con 
struction. It will be understood that in describ— 
ing the invention applied to two structures, it is 
not intended to exemplify all the embodiments of 
the invention. The term “tent” or “tepee”, as 
used herein, applies to any type of construction 
wherein simple and effective means for collapsing 
and setting up are desired. 

In manufacture, the top part of the tent can 
be made from a single piece of cardboard and 
attached to the bottom part by a simple stapling 
operation, two or more staples being used. Auto 
matic machinery for cutting and scoring card- ‘ 
board in any desired con?gurations are well 
known and may be utilized to reduce the cost 
of manufacture to a minimum. The tent may be 
collapsed merely by holding the top portion in 
one hand and pressing upwardly on the bottom 
portion. The upward pressure on the bottom, as 
well as the grip on the top, tends to fold the tent 
along diagonal lines. The recess or door in the 
front end of the top part permits the middle 
part of the bottom to fold upwardly without: 
obstruction. The recess or cutaway portion in the 
bottom adjacent the other end of the folded or 
creased portion I0 permits the bottom to be 
folded upwardly without obstruction from the 
side of the tent. Such a folding operation is so 
simple that children can perform the operation 
without help from grown-ups. The tent may be 
set up with equal ease, since it is merely neces 
sary to grasp the upper end of the tent and press 
the bottom downwardly on a ?at surface. The 
flat surface forces the sides of the tent out 
wardly, which, in turn, pulls the middle or apex 
portion of the bottom down into its ?at position. 
This method of setting the tent up can be done 
without injury to it but, if desired, the tent may 
be more carefully set up by pressing downwardly 
on the apex of the folded bottom at the exposed 
part extending through the recess or door II. 
The same result may also be obtained by in 
serting the ?nger through the cutaway portion 
I2 and pulling the apex or folded part of the 
bottom downwardly into its ?at position. It is 
believed that the construction and operation of 
the structure shown in Figs. 4 to 6'wil1 be clear 
from the above description. 

It will be seen that the present invention pro 
vides an attractive toy for children, which may 
be readily manufactured from a minimum num 
ber of parts and which may be readily assem 
bled. The tents or other structures may be" 
shipped and stored in collapsed condition and 
may be readily set up. The setting up and col 
lapsing operations are sufficiently simple so that a 
very small child may perform them without trou 

ture is rugged and fully capable of withstanding 
the rough usage to which it may be subjected. 
As various changes may be made in the form, 

construction and arrangement of the parts here 
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of the invention and without sacri?cing any of 
its advantages, it is to be understood that all mat 
ter herein is to be interpreted as illustrative and 
not in a limiting sense. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. In a toy tent constructed of cardboard or the 

like, the combination of a foldable bottom and 
a foldable tent part attached to said bottom, said 
bottom having a cutaway portion adjacent a por 
tion of the tent part extending over the line along 
which the bottom folds so that the middle portion 
of the bottom may fold upwardly into the tent 
part to collapse the structure. 

2. In a tent or the like constructed of card 
board or the like, the combination of a foldable 
bottom, and a foldable tent part, said bottom 
having a cutaway portion adjacent a portion of 
the tent part at one end of the line along which 
the bottom folds, said tent part having a door or 
recess adjacent the other end of said line on 
which the bottom folds so that the middle por 
tion of the bottom may fold upwardly into the 
tent part to collapse the structure. 

3. In a foldable toy constructed of cardboard 
or the like, the combination of a bottom creased 
or weakened to fold substantially along the mid 
dle thereof, and a foldable top part attached to 
said bottom, said bottom having acutaway ter 
minating inwardly of the portion of the top ex 
tending thereover so that the bottom may be 
folded“ upwardly into the top part to collapse the 
structure. > 

4. In a toy constructed of cardboard or the 
like, the combination of a bottom creased or 
weakened to fold substantially along the middle 
thereof, and a top part attached to said bottom 
part at two or more points, the crease or weak 
ened portion in the bottom part being substan 
tially perpendicular to a line connecting certain 
of said attaching points, said bottom having a 
cutaway portion adjacent one end of said crease 
to permit the bottom to be folded upwardly into 
the top part. 

5. In a collapsible toy constructed of card 
board or the like, the combination of a bottom 
creased to fold substantially along its middle, 
and a foldable top part .attached to said bottom 
at two or more points, the crease in said bottom 
being substantially perpendicular to a line join 
ing certain of said attaching points, said bottom 
having a cutaway portion adjacent one end of 

3 
said crease and said top part having an open 
ing adjacent the other end of said creased part 
to permit said bottom to be folded upwardly into 
said top part. 

6. In .a collapsible toy constructed of cardboard 
or the like, the combination of a substantially 
rectangular bottom creased or weakened to fold 
along its middle, and a foldable top part attached 
substantially at the, edges of the foldable bottom 
portions, said bottom having a cutaway portion 
at one end of the creased or weakened portion 
and said top portion having an opening at the 
other end of the crease so that the bottom may be 
folded upwardly into the top part to collapse the 
structure. 

7. In a toy structure made of cardboard or the 
like, the combination of a bottom portion creased 
to fold along its middle, and a foldable top por 
tion substantially polygonal in shape adjacent the 
bottom, said bottom portion having a cutaway 
portion adjacent one end of said creased portion 
to facilitate collapsing the structure. 

8. In a toy structure made of cardboard or the 
like, the combination of a bottom portion creased 

. to fold along its middle, and a foldable top por 
tion substantially polygonal in shape adjacent 
the bottom, said bottom portion having a cutaway 
portion adjacent one end of said creased portion 
to facilitate collapsing the structure, said top 
part having a cutaway portion adjacent the other 
end of said crease in the bottom to facilitate col 
lapsing the structure. 

9. In a toy tent made of cardboard or the like, 
the combination of a bottom having an articulate 
portion along its middle to facilitate folding said 
bottom, and a foldable top portion attached to 
said bottom being substantially polygonal in 
shape adjacent its bottom, said bottom having a 
recess adjacent one end of said articulated por 
tion to facilitate collapsing the structure. 

10. In a toy tent resembling a tepee made of 
cardboard or the like, the combination of a sub 
stantially circular bottom portion having a dia 
metrical extending articulated portion, a tent top 
having a series of substantially triangular fold 
ably connected wall portions, said bottom having 
a portion adjacent to one end of said articulated 
portion extending under the side wall of said 
tent top to permit said bottom to be folded up 
wardly into said vtent top. 

SAMUEL S. SCHMIDT. 
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