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This invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in movable electric receptacles, and 
more particularly to a novel mounting for an 
electric receptacle adapted to be supported in a 

5 base board or other suitable support, whereby the 
receptacle may be conveniently moved from one 

. place to another to accommodate electrical ap 
pliances, such as a radio or lamp, without the ne 
cessity of employing extension cords, which are 
often objectionable. 
An object of the invention is to provide a mov 

able electric receptacle comprising a suitable sup 
port having an elongated recess therein, open at 
one side to the atmosphere through a longitudi 
nally extending slot in which the receptacle is 
slidably mounted, and means being provided for 
closing said ‘slot, but permitting free movement 
of the receptacle therein. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an elongated supporting member having one or 
more electric receptacles slidably mounted therein 
and adapted for independent movement, and a 
pair of electric conductors being mounted in said 
support and concealed therein in such a man 
ner that they cannot be engaged by an instrument 
from the exterior of the support. ‘ 
Other objects of the invention reside in the 

particular construction of the slot closing means; 
in the means provided in connection with the re 
ceptacle for operating or ?exing the slot closing 
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means to permit free traveling movement of the ‘ 
receptacle in said slot; and, in the general con- ‘ 
struction of the slot closing means, whereby the 
slot is maintained closed at all times, regardless 
of the position of the receptacle or the number 
of such receptacles supported in the slot, and 
also, whereby the receptacles are adapted for in 
dependent movement; and, in the speci?c con 
struction of the slot closing means which coin 
prises a pair of oppositely disposed ?exible mem 
bers ‘provided at their adjacent edges with inter 
locking elements. which automatically operate to 
connect together said ?exible members to there' 
by positively close the slot at opposite sides and 
between adjacent receptacles, -- - ' . 

Other objects of the invention will appear from 
the following description and accompanying 
drawings and will be pointed out in the annexed 
claims. 5 
In the accompanying drawings, there has been 

35 

40 

45 

50 

disclosed a structure designed to carry out the' 
‘ various objects .of the invention, but it is to be 

the exact features shown as various changes may 
understood that the invention is not con?ned to‘ 

(01. 2477-3) 
be made within the scope of the claims which 
follow. u I 

In the drawings; ' 
Figure 1 is a side elevation showing the inven 

tion embodied in the construction of a base board, 
showing two receptacles, and‘ the means pro- 
vided for closing the slot; 

Figure 2 is a sectional detail view on the line 
2-—2 of Figure 3, showing the action of the slot 
closing means at each receptacle; 
Figure 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view on 

the line 3-3 of Figure 1;. . 
Figure 4 is an enlarged detail sectional view on 

the line M of Figure 3, showing'the means pro 
vided at opposite sides of the receptacle for ac 
tuating the slot closing means; ‘ I 

Figure 5 is a detail sectional view of the recep 
tacle removed from the rest ofothe apparatus; 

Figure 6 is a sectional view on the line l5~t of 
Figure 7, showing another construction wherein 
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the slot closing means consists of a pair of over- ‘ 
lapping resilient elements; 
Figure 7 is a cross-sectional view on the line 

1-? of Figure 6, showing the positions of the slot 
closing elements at the point where the extension 
oi’ the‘ receptacle extends through the slot; 
Figure 8 is a longitudinal sectional view on the 

line M of Figure 9, showing another construc 
tion wherein the slot closing means consists of a 
pair of ?exible spring actuated ribbons mounted 
in suitable guides provided in the walls of the 
slot; 
Figure 9 is a front view of Figure 8 showing a 

single receptacle mounted in the slot; 
Figure '10 is an enlarged detail sectional view on 

the line lt-lt of Figure 9; \ 
Figure 11 is a detail sectional view showing a 

simple manner of securing the slot closing ribbons 
to the body of the receptacle; , 
Figure 12 is a view showing still another con 

struction wherein the slot in which the receptacle 
is mounted is open, and the electric conductors 
are concealed within the device so that they can 
not be engaged from the open slot; 

Figure 13 is a cross-sectional view of Figure 12 
showing the device mounted in a base board; ) 
Figure 14 is a detail sectional view of the recep 

tacle removed from the guide slot; -. 
Figure 15 is a bottom view of the receptacle; 

and - ' . 

Figure 16 is a view showing the device provided 
with two receptacles adapted for independent 
movement. ' 

In the selected embodiment of ‘the invention 
here shown, for purposes of disclosure, there is 
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2 
illustrated in Figures 1, 2, and 3, a supporting 
member 2 which may be in the form of a base 
board, door trim, or some other suitable fixed 
member, having an elongated recess 3 therein 
bounded at one side by _a wall composed of longi 
tudinally extending strips, generally indicated by 
the numerals l, and each shown comprising 
wedge-shaped members 5 and 6. The adjacent 
edges of the members 6-4 of the strips 4 are I 
spaced apart to provide a longitudinally extend 
ing slot 1, extendingsubstantially the full length 
of the recess or chamber 3'. ' , ‘ 

The receptacle, generally indicated by the nu 
meral 8, is shown comprising a body portion 9 
having a reduced extension Ii, provided at its 
inner end with oppositely extending projections 
or ?anges I2, spaced from the adjacent face E3 
‘of the body 9. The reduced extension ii is re 
ceivable in the slot 1, and the ?anges i2-i2 en 
gage the inner faces of the members 6—@ of the 
strips 4, to thereby retain the receptacle in oper 
atlve position in the slot 1. . 

v The receptacle is here shownprovided with a 
pair of spaced apertures I4 and IS in which are 
mounted ?exible contacts i6 and I‘! provided with 
electrical conductor strips l8 and 19 which pass 
through the reduced extension ii and‘ terminate 
within the recess or chamber 3, in ?exible con 
tact elements 2| and 22. The contacts 2| and 
22 electrically engage a pair of ?xed conductors 
23 and 24, respectively,-shown secured to an in 
sulating bar 25 suitably secured in the bottom of 
the recess'or chamber 3 by such means as screws 
26. It will thus be seen that the‘ resilient con 
tacts l3 and ll of the receptacle 8 are constantly 
electrically engaged with the conductors 23 and 
24. The conductors 23 and 24 are connected to 
a suitable source of electrical energy by such 
means as wires 21 and 28. 
An important feature of this invention resides 

in the means provided for constantly maintain 
ing the slot ‘I closed, regardless of the position 
'or positions of the receptacle or receptacles, as 
shown in Figure 1. In devices of this ‘character, 
it is of utmost importance‘that the electric con 
ductors 23 and 24 be so concealed and protected 
that persons cannot accidentally come in contact 
therewith. ' ' - 

To thus close the slot 1, there is shown in Fig 
ures 1, 2, 3, and 4, a pair of ?exible elements 23 
and 3|, having portions clampingly secured be 
tween the wedge-shaped members I and 3 of the 
strips 4 by suitable screws 32. The adjacent edges 
of the?exible elements 29 and 3! overhang the 
walls of the slot ‘I, de?ned by the adjacent edges 
of the wedge-shaped members 3-3, and are 
shown provided with spaced link elements, gen 
erally indicated by the numerals 33 and 34, which 
are commonly known to the trade as “zippers." 

Suitable devices "are shown secured to oppo 
site si’des of each receptacle ladapted to actuate 
the interlocking links 33 and 34 to move them 
into and'out of, interlocking engagement, as the 
receptacle/is moved lengthwise in the slot 1. 
These actuating devices are of ordinary well- , 
known construction such as commonly used in 
connection .with zipper fasteners, and it is there 
fore thought unnecessary. to herein illustrate 
and-describe the jsam'ein detail. a 

. By'means of the ?exible elements 23 and 3| and 
the zipper devices‘33,'3l, and 33, it will readily 
be that as the receptacle is moved 

5 from oneposition to another in the slot 1, one of 
' the'zlppe'r devices,” will'actuate the elements 33 
and 34, at one side of thereceptacle. and thus 

9,042,105 
operatively connect them together, while the de 
vice 35 at the opposite side of the receptacle will 
cause the links 33 and 34 to become disconnected 
to thereby permit the reduced extension i I of the 
receptacle to pass freely back and forth between 6 
the two ?exible members 23 and 3|, as best shown 
in Figure 2. - _ 

In Figures 6 and '1, there is illustrated another 
construction wherein the slot closing means con 
sists of a pair of resilient ribbon-like members 10 
36 and 31, preferably having their adjacent edges _ 
arranged in overlapping relation, as shown in 
Figure 6. The outer edges of the members 33 and 
31 are secured to the supporting member or base 
board 38 by suitable clamping strips 33 and ll, 15 
secured in rabbets 42 provided in the face of the 
supporting member 38 by such means as screws 
53. The adjacent edges of the clamping strips ll ' 
overhang the spaced walls of the chamber or re 
cess 3, and are spaced apart to provide a longi- 20 
tudinally extending slot 34 in which the reduced 
portion ii of the receptacle 8 may trava. 
The slot closing elements 36 and 3'I_ may be 

constructed of a suitable spring metal or other 
suitable resilient material, capable of ?exing, as 26 
shown in Figures 6 and 7, to permit the reduced 
portion ll of the receptacle to pass freely back ' 
and forth in the slot 34. 

Figures 8, 9, 10, and 11 illustrate a construc 
tion, wherein the slot closing means consists of a 30V 
pair of ?exible ribbon-like elements 45 and 33, 
each of a_width su?icient to span a slot Ii, and 
each having one end connected to the reduced 
portion ll of the receptacle 8 by such means as 
rivets or pins 31. The opposite ends of the rib- 35. 
bon-like elements 43 and 43 are shown operatively 
engaged with spring-actuatedrollers l8, suitably 
mounted at the ends of the elongated recess or 
chamber 3, as best shown in Figure 8. ‘ 

- The ribbon-like elements 45 and 43 have their 40; 
edges received in suitable guides 43 provided in 
the adjacent edges of a pair of longitudinal strips ' 
or plates I52, secured in recesses 53' provided in 
the face of the supporting member 2, by such 
means as screws“. The adjacent edges of the 45; 
plates 52 cooperate to provide’ the walls of the 
slot 3|. ‘ 7 ’ 

In the form here shown, the movement of the 
receptacle 8 will, of vcourse, be limited to the a 
length of the ?exible elements or ribbons ll and 50. 
f“; The receptacle, however, is freely movable 
back and forth-in the slot ii in the same manner 
shown in the previous ?gures, and may therefore 
be positioned at any point within the length of 
theslot. I v ' iii 

In the construction shown in Figures 1 and 7, ‘ 
two or more receptacles may be mounted in the 
same slot, andeach is adaptedfor movement in 
dependently of the other. In these ?gures, the 
slot‘ closing elements do not move in a length 
wise direction in the slot, as "does the ?exible 
ribbon-like elements shownin Figure 8. The 
slot closing elements, shown in Figures 1 to 8 are 
separated by the reduced portion ll of the recep 
tacle, as shown in Figures 2 and-‘6, after which 65 
they resume their normal closed positions, as 
hereinbefore described. ' 

Figures 12 to 16, inclusive, show another con_-. 
struction, comprising an elongated supporting 
member 33 recessed as shown at 33. A longi- 70 
tudinally'extending rib I1 is shown provided be 
tween the receaes ",upon which is suitably 
secured'a strip or plate of insulating material 
",to the bottom face of which a pair of con 
ductor bars 33 and ii are suitablyisecuredas 75. 
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shown in l2 and 13. The insulating 
strip or ~plate 58 may be of bakelite and secured 
to the rib 51 by suitable means such as screws, 
indicated at 62 in Figure 13. 

Similar insulating strips or plates 63 and 6% 
are suitably secured to the upper faces of the 
supporting member 55, and have their adjacent 
edges spaced apart to provide an elongated open 
ing or slot 65 in which an electric receptacle 86 
is slidably mounted. The slot '85 is disposed 
directly over the lower or inner plate 58 and the 
opposed edge portions of the latter extend into 
the recesses 56 beneath the edge portions of the 
plates 63 and 56, so that it is practically impos 
sible for anyone to insert an instrumentality into 
the slot 65 in such a manner as to engage the 
electric conductors 59 and 6!. 
The receptacle 5B is shown in detail in Figures 

14 and 15, and comprises suitable apertures bl 
and 6B in which are mounted ?exible contact 
clips 69 and ‘H; respectively. Flexible contacts 
12 and 73 are electrically connected to the lower 
ends of the clips 67 and W, and are preferably 
shaped as shownyin Figure 13, whereby they 
extend around the opposed edges of the insulat 
ing plate 58 and have their terminals contacting 
with the conductor bars 59 and 6| with a yield 
ing pressure. Thus, the contact clips 69 and ‘H 
of the receptacle 66 are always in electrical con 
nection with the circuit whereby the plug is 
always ready for use, regardless of where it may 
be positioned in the slot 85 of the supporting 
member 55. 
The receptacle may be moulded of bakelite, and 

is shown provided at its bottom with an elon 
gated portion ld extending across the diameter 
of the plug and having oppositely disposed 
?anges l5 and ‘It formed thereon, which cooper 
ate with adjacent faces of the receptacle to pro 
vide opposed recesses or grooves 11 adapted to 
receive the adjacent edges of the insulating 

_ plates 63 and 64, as will readily be understood 
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by reference to Figures 12 and 13. The width 
of the portion 14 is slightly less than the width 
of the slot 65 whereby the receptacle may readily 
be moved back and forth in said slot. 
The device shown in Figure 12 is very compact 

and small in size, and may be ?tted into a com 
paratively small groove or recess provided in the 
face of a base board, a door casing. a ceiling, or 
any other suitable place where it may be found 
desirable to provide electric outlets. In the form 
here shown, any number of receptacles may be 
mounted in the slot 65, and all of such recep 
tacles are movable independently of one another, 
whereby they may readily be positioned along 
the wall or ceiling to accommodate electric-ap 
pliances or ?xtures stationed about a room or 
shop. \ - 

The device is very simple and inexpensive an 
comprises comparatively few parts. The- sup 
porting member 55 may be formed of any suit 
able material‘ such as bakelite or wood, and,yin 
some instancespit may be desirable'to form it of 
sheet metal, in which case, the conductor bars 
59 and SI must, of course, be well insulated - 
therefrom. The device may be made to any suit 
able length and, if desired, may extend the full 
length of a room. The receptacles 6b are com 
paratively simple in'construction, as is clearly 
shown in the drawings, and when ?tted into the 
slot 65, as shown in Figure 12, may be moved 
freely back and forth therein and any strain 
exerted thereon will be taken up entirely by the 
opposed ?anges ‘l5 and ‘I6, ?tting against the 

3 
inner faces of the insulating plates 88 and 8d. 
The receptacles are inserted into the slot 88 from 
one end of the device, as willreadily be under 
stood by reference to Figures 12 and 18. 
_ The invention herein set forth, may readily be 
embodied in the construction of a base board or 
other suitable supporting member at small cost, 
and provides means whereby the receptacles may 
be freely moved about from place to place with 
in the length of the slot in which they are sup 
ported, to thereby conveniently position them 
with respect to the electrical appliances to be 
served thereby. The slot closing elements posi-' 
tively close the slot so that access cannot be had 
to. the chamber or recess 3 in which the electrical 
conductors 23 and 243 are mounted, thereby 
avoiding accidents from electric shocks, which 
might occur if the slots were open and the con ‘ 
ductors 28 and as exposed. - 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In a device of the class described, a member 

having an elongated recess ‘therein open at one 
side, electric conductors in said recess, guides ex 
tending lengthwise of the ‘recess, a receptacle 
mounted for traveling movement in said guides 
and having contacts engaging said conductors, 
and ?exible, non-resilient means constantly clos 
ing the open side of said recess and permitting 
free movement of the receptacle therein. 

2. In a device of the class described, a member 
having an elongated recess therein open at one 
side, electric conductors in said recess, a recepta 
cle mounted for traveling movement in said re 
cess and having contacts engaging said conduc 
tors, and means at opposite sides of said recess 
adapted for interlocking engagement to thereby 
close said recess and‘ permitting free movement 
of the receptacle therein. _ 

3. In a device of the class described, a member 
having an elongated recesstherein open at one 
side, electric conductorsin said recess, an electric 
receptacle mounted for traveling movement in 
said recess and electrically associated. with said 
conductors, and zipper means for constantly clos 
ing the open side of said recess and permitting 
free movement of the receptacle therein. , 

4. In a device of the class described, a sup 
porting member having an elongated recess 
therein, a wall of said recess‘having a longitu 
dinally extending slot therein of less width than 
the width of said recess, a receptacle slidably 
mounted in said slot, means in said recess for 
supplying electric current to the receptacle, and 
non-resilient means closing the slot and permit 
ting free movement of the receptacle therein. 

5. In a device of the class described, a sup 
porting member having an elongated recess there 
in, a wall of said recess having a longitudinally 
extending slot therein communicating with the 
recess, a receptacle‘ slidably mounted in said slot, 
means in said recess for supplying electric cur 
rent to the receptacle, and ?exible elements over 
hanging said slot and normally interlockingly en 
gaged to close the same, said ?exible elements 
being operable by means on the receptacle to 
move them into and out of interlochng engage 
ment, whereby the slot is constantly closed and 
the receptacle permitted free movement therein. 

6. In a device of the class described, a support 
ing member having an elongated recess therein 
provided at one side with a wall having a longi 
tudinally extending “slot therein communicating 
with the recess, electric conductors in said recess, 
connected to a source‘ of electric energy, a re 
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ceptacle slidably mounted in the slot in said Vail 
and having contacts constantly enzazinz said 
conductors, zipper means at opposite sides of 
‘said slots for closing the same, and means on the 
receptacle for operating said zipper means and 
whereby the receptacle may be moved freely back 
and forth in said slot. 

7. In a device or the class described. ‘a supgort~ 
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ing means having an elongated recess therein 
open at one side, electric conductors in said re 
cess, an electric receptacle mounted for traveling 
movement lengthwise o; the recess and electrical 
1y associated with said conductors, and interlock- ' ' 
able means constantly closing the open side oi.’ 
said recessa 
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