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This invention has reference toa method for 
preventing‘the drops or small streams of liquid 
which run down the front face of vtea-‘pot spouts, 
jugs, and the like vessels from their pouring ori 
?ces, reaching the bottom of the said vessels and 
fouling the table cloth, Sac, and contemplates 
an improved method of so doing by an arrange 
ment which is automatic in action, positive in 
control, hygienic in principle, and low in cost. 
As is well known, in the case of tea-pots, cof 

fee-pots, jugs, and like vessels, it is almost im 
possible to make a spout or pouring ori?ce that 
is a perfect non-drip under all conditions and 
circumstances of usage. Sooner or later a drop 
will form on the under side of the lip of spout 
or outlet and run down to the bottom of the ves 
sel, so tending to soil the table cloth or table 
top, and the object of the invention is to over. 
come this inherent fault. The object of the 
invention is not to make defective spouts and 
pouring ori?ces into good or passable ones, but 
to provide spouts or pouring ori?ces that func 
tion in the way they are intended, by the pro 
vision of a receptacle which is integral with the 
spout of the tea-pot or front of jug or the like 
for the purpose of intercepting, catching, col 
lecting and trapping the drops when they oc 
cur, the said receptacle having. an internal par 
tition or its equivalent which forms a pocket and 
acts as a trap to prevent the drops being ejected 
or emptying when the tea-pot, coffee-pot or jug 
is again being used in ordinary fashion. 
The invention consists of—in the case of a 

tea-pot-a spout, with preferably, a ?at front 
face, having a projection on the lower extremity, 
the ?at portion extending downwards from just 
below the bend of the pouring ori?ce to the pro 
jection on the lower extremity, the lower ex 
tremity forming a seating. On the front of the 
?at face—in the case of a circular cross sectioned 
spout-—is formed and secured a semi-circular 
cover, which ?ts, rests or abuts against or on 
the lower extremity projection and against the 
flat front edges of the spout, forming a receptacle 
having an open end at the top, the outside of 
the receptaclaconforming with the general con 
tour or outline of the ?nished spout. From the 
open end of the semi-circular cover and in a 
downward direction, is formed a partition or its 
equivalent, extending the full width of the cover 
and approximately three-quarters way down, the 
upper portion of the partition being integral with 
the cover, but the lower portion of the partition 
having a space between it and the cover gradu 

' ally increasing in width towards its lower ex 
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tremity, so forming a semi-circular angular space 
or pocket_—_slimilar to ink-well cut in half’with 
the ‘sides of ‘the inside lip joined ‘to the outer 
shglle?iis Semi-circular eegulai’epace forming 
the pocket or ‘trap for‘ receiving and preven ' gzxii 
any liquid which has entered 'the receptacle through or by way of the 'epen end from being 
ejected when the tea-pot is next used. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 shows a side cross-section of one form 10 

of spout, with receptacle and pocket or trap. 
Fig. 2 shows a front elevation of spout with one 

half of receptacle removed exposing the flat front 
of the spout and the lower projection. 

Fig. 3 is a cross-section on the line |—|, Fig. 1. 15 
a is the entrance to spout from tea-pot. 
b is the spout pouring ori?ce. 
c is the cover which forms the receptacle. 
d is the open end of the receptacle. 
e is the partition which forms the pocket or 20 

trap. 
f is the seating or projection on the lower ex 

tremity which forms the abutment or seating for 
the cover a. 
g is the space in the receptacle. 
The letter h (in Fig. 2) denotes one half of the 

?at front face of spout to which the cover 0 is 
attached. 
The action of the device is as follows: 
When liquid is poured out of the spout, it 30 

emerges or issues through or by way of the outlet 
ori?ce b. After pouring is discontinued and a 
drop of liquid forms on the under-side of the lip 
of the outlet ori?ce b- it runs down the front of 
the spout, through the open end of the receptacle 35 
d and drops off the lower or bottom end of the 
partition e into the space q where it remains— 
providing it does not evaporate by the heat from 
the hot liquid in the vessel-and is prevented 
from being ejected when liquid is again poured 40 
out of the spout by the partition e which forms 
the trap or pocket, into which the drop or drops 
of liquid automatically run when the pouring 
angle of the tea-pot is again reached. 
To empty the receptacle, the pouring tilt is 45 

reversed or the tea-pot is poured in a backward 
direction when the receptacle automatically emp 
ties. 
The cover 0 which can be separately formed, is 

applied and secured in the example illustrated 50 
by “slip” or adhering the abutting inner edge of 
the receptacle to the ?at front face h on the 
spout a. during manufacture of the tea-pot, or in 
similar fashion according to the class of tea-pot, 
coffee-pot or the like. The application of the sep- 55 

25 



10 

15 

20 

.2 
arately formed cover 0 applied to the ?at front 
face h of the tea-pot spout a‘ is well shown at 
Fig. 1. 
Notwithstanding that a particular type has 

been described it will be perfectly obvious that 
other types and sections of spouts can and will 
be similarly dealt with and that the invention can 
be applied to the whole range of shapes and de 
signs of tea-pot and coffee-pot spouts and the 
pouring ori?ces of jugs and such like vessels. 
We declare that what we claim is: 
1. A combined pouring spout and drip catcher 

including a spout having an exteriorly substan 
tially flat front face extending downwardly of 
the spout from a point spaced from the upper 
extremity of the spout, said spout having its 
front wall thickened at the lower end of the flat 
portion to provide a boss having its upper face 
extending forwardly and downwardly from the 
lower end of the ?at portion of the spout, a wall 
having a front portion extending upwardly from 
the lower end of said upper face and having side 
portions connecting said front portion of the wall 
with the spout at the sides of its ?at front face, 
and a lip extending between the side portions of 
the wall downwardly from the front portion of 
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said wall, said lip being spaced from the spout 
and having its lower part spaced from the front 
portion of said wall. 

2. A combined pouring spout and drip catcher 
including a spout having an exteriorly substan 
tially ?at front face extending downwardly of 
the spout from a point spaced from the upper 
extremity of the spout, said spout having its front 
wall thickened at the lower end of the ?at por 
tion to provide a boss having its upper face 
extending forwardly and downwardly from the 
lower end of the flat portion of the spout, a wall 
having a front portion extending upwardly from 
the lower end of said upper face and having side 
portions connecting said front portion of the wall 
with the spout at the sides of its flat front face, 
and a lip extending between the side portions of 
the wall downwardly from the front portion of 
said wall, said lip being spaced from the spout 
and having its lower part spaced from the front 
portion of said wall, said wall and lip being each 
concavo-convex in cross-section with their con 
cave sides confronting the spout. 

TOM CHEETHANI. 
WALTER ERNEST GOODWIN. 
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