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5 Claims. 

This invention relates to improvements in elec 
tric ?ttings and more particularly to improve 
ments in electric ?ttings of the type commonly 
employed in wall outlet boxes. ‘ 
Heretofore ‘when it has been found desirable to 

provide more than one ?tting in a single outlet 
box, it has been necessary to make use of a spe 
cially manufactured unitary structure to be lo 
cated in the box. In some instances, it is desirable 
to have a combination of ?ttings, such as for ex 
amplega'receptacle' for a plug and switch com 
bined in the same box. In other instances it may 
.be desirable to have two receptacles for plugs 
combined in the same box. In still other cases 
it may be desirable to combine a ?tting of the 
character known as a “bull’s eye”, with another 
?tting of different character in the same outlet 
box. Such combinations of ?ttings havebeen 
supplied to the user in the ?nished unit form 
for installation with the result that the combina 
tion could not be changed without substituting an 
entirely different unit. ' 
An object of the present invention is to provide 

a retaining member for electric ?ttings of such 
character that ?ttings of different types can be 
secured thereto or removed therefrom at will. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a retaining member for electric ?ttings of 
such character that various combinations of ?t 
tings can be secured thereto. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a retaining member of the character set forth so 
constructed that the ?ttings secured thereto will 
be arranged to register with the openings of an 
ordinary duplex ?ush receptacle plate. 
In the present invention use is made of a 

metallic strap of such size and shape‘ as to be 
capable 'of being secured in an ordinary duplex 
outlet box. The strap is provided with a pair 
of openings therein of such size as to receive ?t- 
tings of different types, the" bodies of which are 
preferably made up‘ of some molded insulating 
material; The wall ‘of each opening near the 
ends of the strap are provided with offset portions 
which serve to engage shoulders on the bodies of 

The openings in the strap are of 
slightly greater length than the length of part of 
the?ttings so that such part of each ?tting can 
be passed through an opening and then moved 
longitudinally an amount sufficient to permit en 
gagement of one of the shoulders on the ?tting 
with the o?set part of one of the strap-opening 
walls. When a pair of ?ttings have been intro 
duced in the two openings, it will be seen that 
one end of each ?tting will beheld in engagement 

(Cl. 247—20) 
with the offset parts of the strap while the other 
ends of the ?ttings would be free for movement. 
To prevent, such movement, use is made of a plate 
which is positioned substantially centrally of the 
strap and which engages shoulders on the ?t 
tings opposite to those previously engaged by the 
offset parts of the strap. This plate has a central 
threaded aperture which can be moved into re 
gister with an unthreaded aperture in the central 
part of the strap, the threaded aperture in ‘the 
plate serving to receive the customary screw with 
which a duplex ?ush receptacle plate is secured 
to the strap. The two ?ttings will be of such 
con?guration in their exposed parts as to ?t‘ 
within the usual openings provided in such duplex 
?ush receptacle plate. 7 
The ?ttings can be of any desired character, 

that is, they may be receptacles for electric plugs; 
switches; the so-called bull’s-eyes; or‘?ttings of 
any other character, the only requirement being 
that the bodies of the ?ttings be of substantially 
uniform size and con?guration regardless of the 
type of the ?tting. With these requirements met, 

. it will be seen that any desired combination of 
?ttings can be assembled for mounting in a single 
outlet box. Furthermore, with this type of strap 
the combination of ?ttings can be made up at 
the time of installation, thereby reducing the 
number of unitary assemblies that the user would 
ordinarily have to provide. 
Other features and advantages of the invention 

-will become apparent by reference to the follow 
ing detail description read in the light of the ac 
companying drawing, wherein 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a strap of the present 
invention with a pair of electric ?ttings secured 
thereto. 

Fig. '2 is a‘ section taken substantially on the 
line 2-2 of Fig. 1, and indicating in dotted lines 
the manner in which a ?tting can be installed in 
the strap. . 

Fig. 3 is aplan view of the strap of the inven 
tion. 

Fig. 4 is an end view of one of the ?ttings used 
in the practice of the invention; and 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the locking plate 
employed in the invention. 
Referring now to the drawing, l0 indicates 

generally a metallic strap of such size and shape 
as to be capable of being secured in an outlet box 
of conventional character. This strap is pro 
vided with the customary openings I l in the 
ends thereof, through which screws may pass to 
fasten the strap in the box. The strap is pro 
vided intermediate the ends with a wide portion.‘ 
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2 
and this wide portion has a pair of openings 
I2 therein. The wall of each opening l2 adja 
cent the end of the strap is provided with an 
offset portion l4 depressed an amount sufficient 
to cause the top of the part M to be in sub 
stantial alignment with the bottom of the rest 
of the strap. 
The adjacent walls of the openings are pro 

vided with cutaway parts l5, the purpose of which 
will be explained hereinafter. The central web 
of the strap is provided with an unthreaded aper 
ture l6. 
In conjunction with a strap of the character 

just described, use may be made of a pair of 
electric ?ttings of any desired type. These ?t 
tings which are indicated at 20 and 2| in Fig. 1,~ 
are respectively a receptacle for a plug and a 
switch. Other types of ?ttings of course can 
be employed. Each ?tting, regardless of the type, 
will be of the same general exterior construc 
tion, having a top part 22 in the nature of a 
'?ange ‘so shaped as to correspond to the shape 
of the openings in a duplex ?ush receptacle plate 
of conventional character. Inasmuch as such 
plate does not form any part of the present in 
vention, it is not illustrated herein. Extending 
downwardly from the upper part 22 is a body part 
24, within which can be mounted contacts, etc. 
The ?tting may be made of two parts if desired 
and clamped together in any suitable fashion. 
These parts are preferably molded from some 
suitable insulating material. ' 
Extending from opposite edges of the ?tting 

and below the part 22 are ?anges 25. The over 
all dimension of the ?tting from one edge of a 
?ange 25 to the other edge thereof is slightly 
greater than the length of the apertures from one 
end wall to the other thereof. The ?anges, 
however, are of width substantially corresponding 
to the extent across the strap of the offset part 
[4 and the cutaway part l5. 
The remaining element in the combination con 

sists of a ?at metallic plate 30, the length of 
which is approximately equal to the width of 
the strap. This plate 30 is wider however than 
the central web 3| of the strap. The plate is 
provided with a .central aperture 32 which is 
threaded if desired. 'The area immediately sur 
rounding the‘aperture may be made of increased 
thickness to provide walls of increased depth. 
The threaded aperture 32 is of such size that a 
bolt engaged therewith may pass freely into 
opening IS in the web of the strap. 
When it is desired to assemble a combination 

of ?ttings in conjunction with the strap ll] of 
the invention, a ?tting is moved into position 
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2 (the plate 30 be 
ing moved out of obstructing position). The ?t 
ting can then be moved downwardly through the 
aperture and then shifted slightly toward the 
end of the strap until one shoulder 25 is ‘engaged 
by an offset portion l4. During the assembly, 
one shoulder 25 passes through the cutaway part 
l5,'thereby permitting the ?tting to be intro 
duced as shown, such cutaway part l5 being 
necessary due to differences in dimensions of 
the ?tting and the strap opening. .Another ?t 
ting of the same type, or of different type, may 
then be introduced in the other strap opening 
and moved to‘ cause one of its shoulders 25 to 
engage the other o?set part I4 of the strap. In 
this position the bottom edges of the parts 22 

V of the ?tting rest on the side edges of the strap 

75 
‘with the circular part of the ?ttings slightly 
overhanging the side edge of the strap. 

2,029,716 
The two ?ttings can then be locked in place 

by sliding a plate 3!] into position to ?t over the 
adjacent shoulders 25 of the two ?ttings. When 
the strap and ?ttings have been thus assembled, 
the electric conductors can be attached to the 
?ttings and then the assembly secured in the 
box in the usual fashion. Once positioned in the 
box and with a duplex ?ush receptacle plate 
positioned thereover, the ?ttings are locked 
against movement due to the fact that the screw 
which attaches the receptacle plate to the as 
sembly engages the threaded aperture 32 of the 
plate 30. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that the 

present invention provides an arrangement 
whereby any desired combination of electric ?t 
tings can be assembled for installation in a sin 
gle outlet box. Furthermore, the invention is of 
such character that the ?ttings are interchange 
able at will, so that various conditions and re 
quirements can be readily met. An advantage 
in the invention resides in the fact that when 
installing ?ttings, the installer can be provided 
with a collection of various types of ?ttings and 
can assemble these ?ttings into the desired com 
binations on the job. This ready assembly elimi 
nates the necessity for providing the installer 
with aconsiderable number of various perma 
nent assemblies as has been customary in the 
art heretofore. Moreover, if conditions at any 
time change, the combination can be likewise 
changed by merely reversing the order of assem 
bly and then reassembling any suitable combina 
tion of ?ttings. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing that 
the invention is capable of considerable modi?ca 
tion, in View of which it‘ is to be understood that 
the illustrated embodiments are not shown for 
purpose of limiting the invention, but are shown 
only as illustrative of the preferred form. The 
invention therefore is to be limited only by the 
scope of the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. The combination of a metallic strap having 

an opening therein, an electric ?tting casing 
having external stop members adjacent the top 
thereof and having external shoulders below said 
stops, said casing being passed through said 
opening until said stops contact with the top of 
the strap, one of said shoulders engaging under 
the bottom of said strap when said casing is 
shifted laterally in the opening, and a plate se 
cured beneath said strap in position to decrease 
the size of said opening and to engage over 
another of said shoulders on said casing, where 
by said casing is substantially locked against 
movement in the opening. 

2. The combination of a metallic strap having 
a plurality of openings therein, a plurality of 
electric ?tting casings having external stop mem 
bers adjacent the tops thereof and having ex 
ternal shoulders below said stops, said casings 
being passed through said openings until said 
stops contact with the top of the strap, one of 
said shoulders on each casing engaging under 
the bottom of said strap when said casings are 
shifted laterally in the openings, and a plate 
secured beneath said strap in position to decrease 
the sizes of said openings and to engage over 
another of the said shoulders on each of said 
casings whereby said casings are substantially 
locked against movement in the openings. 

3. The combination of a metallic strap having 
a plurality of openings therein separated by a web, 
a plurality of electric ?tting casings having ex 
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ternal stop members adjacent the tops thereof 
and having external shoulders below said stops, 
said casings being passed through said openings 
until said stops contact with the top of the strap, 
one of said shoulders on each casing engaging 
under the bottom, of said strap when said cas 
ings are shifted laterally in the opening, and 
a plate secured beneath said web, said plate being 
of such width as to decrease the size of said 
openings and to engage over another of the said 
shoulders on each of said casings to prevent 
Withdrawal of the casings from the openings. 

4. The combination of a metallic strap having 
a plurality of substantially rectangular-shaped 
openings therein separated by a web, a plurality 
of electric ?tting casings having external stop 
members adjacent the tops thereof and having 
oppositely disposed external shoulders below said 
stops, said casings being passed through said 
openings until said stops contact with the top 
of the strap, one of said shoulders on each of 
said casings engaging under the bottom of said 
strap when said casings are shifted toward the 
ends of the strap; and a plate secured beneath 

3 
said web in position to decrease the size of said 
openings and to engage over another of the said 
shoulders on each of said casings to lock said 
casings to said strap. 

5. The combination of a metallic strap having 
a plurality of substantially rectangular-shaped 
openings therein, a part of the end wall of each 
of said openings adjacent the respective ends of 
the strap being depressed, a plurality of electric 
?tting casings having external stop members ad 
jacent the tops thereof and having oppositely 
disposed external shoulders below said stops, said 
casings being ‘passed through said openings until 
said stops contact with the top of the strap, one 
of said shoulders on each of said casings engag 
ing under the bottom of said depressed parts of 
the end walls of the openings when said casings 
are shifted toward the ends of the strap, and a 
plate secured beneath said strap between said 
openings in position to decrease the size of said 
openings and to engage over another of the said 
shoulders on each of said casings to lock said 
casings to said strap. 
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