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This invention relates to wall, roof, or other 
surface coverings, and more particularly, to 
flexible shingles designed for covering and pro 
tecting roofs, walls, or other surfaces. The term 
“shingle” is used in the claims in a generic sense _» 
and is intended to include siding elements, strip 
shingles, individual shingles, and other elements 
utilized for protecting or covering roofs, walls, or 
other analogous surfaces. y 
One object of this invention is to provide a ilex 

ible shingle which may be readily and conven 
iently applied to an inclined or vertical surface. 
The shingle is designed so that it may be tem 
porarily or permanently supported in the desired 
overlapping relation with respect to an under 
lying element and so that one or both ends do not 
require support from the workman while nail 
ing the elements. This permits the Workman to 
.use both hands in nailing‘the shingles through 
out their application, and consequently, mate 
rially shortens the time required to apply the 
elements in desired overlapping relation and re 
sults in more accurate positioning of the elements 
with respect to each other. 
Another object is to provide a durable, Weath 

erproof shingle, capable of ready and accurate 
placement in overlapping courses, of artistic kap-`> 
pearance and enhanced architectural value. 
Other .objects and advantages of this shingle 

will appear from the following detailed descrip 
tion. ` - 

Heretofore, felt baseshingles and siding ele 
ments have been provided with aligning guides in 
the transverse edges to assist in laying the ele 
ments in proper relation to each other. In ap 
plying an overlying course of elements, the` work 
man held one end with one hand in the desired 
position while nailing the other end with the 
other hand. The workman, thus, could use one 
hand only for the initial nail placed in the shin. 
gle and in order to _insure proper positioning of 
the shingles had to ascertainthat both ends 
were properly positioned before nailing one end. 
Applying strip shingles of considerable overall 
-length in this manner frequently resulted in the 
improper nailing of the shingles and damage 
thereto due to securing nailing of one end while 
‘the other end was not properly positioned, and 
then forcing the other end into the desired over 
lapping relation with consequent impairment of 
the fibrous base. . 

This invention overcomes the above and other 
disadvantages of existing shingles and siding ele 
ments. In accordance with this invention, the 
covered or unexposed portion of ilexible shingles 
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designed to be laid in overlapping courses, the in- _ 
_dividual elements in each course being laid inl 
abutting relationship, are provided, preferably 
near the transverse edges and spaced from the 
upper edge, with means for engaging a portion 5 
of the underlying element to secure the overly 
ing element in desired overlapping relationship 
with respect to the underlying element during the 
nailing of the overlying element. The means 
may be in the form of an interior slit, slot or pro- 10 
jection or a projection and complemental recess 
on the transverse edges which not only function 
to properly space elements in contiguous courses 
but also serve to align contiguous elements in the 
same course. Hence, the shingle requires no sup- 15 
port from the workman and he may use both 
hands in nailing or otherwise securing it. _ 
In the accompanying drawing, forming a part , 

of this specification and showing, for purposes of 
exempliñcation, preferred forms of this invention 20 
Without limiting the claimed‘invention to such 
'illustrative instances 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a shingle; 
Fig. 2 is a vertical section on an enlarged scale 

taken in a plane passing through the line 2i-2 of 25 
Fig. 1; v . 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary plan view of a number 
of shingles of tjhe type shown in Fig.- 1 arranged ' 
in overlapping relationship; ' 

Fig. 4' is a plan view of a modification of the 30 
shingle of this invention; , 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of another modiñed form 
of shingle; and . 

Fig. 6 is a plan view of still a further modified 
form of shingle. ~ ‘ ` 

In the preferred embodiment illustrated on the 
35 

' drawing, the invention is shown incorporated in 
a strip shingle having rectangular tabs disposed 
along one longitudinal edge thereof and the pres 
ent description will be confined to the present ll- 40 
lustrated embodiment of the invention. It will l 
be understood, however, that the novel features 
and improvements are susceptible to other appli 
cations, such for` example as siding and shingle 

 elements without tabs or with tabs of diñîerent 45 
shapes, or elements not made from a felt base 
but other ñexible base. Hence the scope of this 
invention is not confined to the embodiment here 
in described. y 

In 4the drawing, with particular reference t0 50 
Figs. 1 and 2, reference numeral l I indicates afelt 
base which may be made from rag über, paper 
stock, with or without fillers, as is well known 
in the roofing art, and then thoroughly saturated 
and impregnated with waterproofing material, 55 
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such“ as asphalt or other bituminous composi 
tions. The felt base is coated in known manner 

_ on both sides with waterproofing material, such 
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as asphalt, to form the coating layers I2, I3. 
Coating I2 completely covers the face of the ele 
ment and layer I3 completely covers the rear of 
the element. A talc or mica dust layer Il is 
applied to coating I3 to render the back of the 
element non-cementitious. 
One longitudinal edge of the body portion I5 

is formed with rectangular tab I6 separated by 
narrow slots I1. The tabs I6 are completely cov 
ered with coarse granular material I8 of one color 
or a blend of colors, the granular material being 
partially embedded in the coating layer I2 there 
beneath. The coarse granules completely cover 
the tabs extending from the lower edge of the 
elements to a depth equal to that of slots I1. 
The coarse granules may be crushed rock, slate 
or other grit employed for surfacing roofings. 
As one example of the mesh characteristics of 
the coarse granular material suitable for covering 
the tab portions, the following is given: 

Per cent 
(approximately) 

Retained on the 6 mesh screen __________ -_ 0 
Retained on the 8 mesh screen __________ __ 19 

Retained on the 10 mesh screen _________ __ 67 

Retained on the '14 mesh screen _________ __ 12 
Retained on the 20 mesh screen _________ „_ 1.5 

Retained on the 28 mesh screen _________ __ 0.5 

'I'he body portion I5 is preferably surfaced with 
granular material I9, such as crushed rock or 
slate, or other grit, preferably materially finer 
than the granules I8. Granules I9 may be of a 
’dark color, as blue-black, which is less expensive 
than the red, yellow, or other light colored gran 
ules utilized for surfacing the tab I6. One ex 
ample of the mesh characteristics of fine gran 
ular material suitable for surfacing body portion 
I5 is as follows:l 

Retained on a 28 mesh screen ________ __ 0 to 5 
Retained on a 35 mesh screen ________ __ 20 to 40 
Retained on a 48 mesh screen ________ __ 30 to 50 

Retained on a 60 mesh screen____'__r____ 15 to 25 
Retained on a 100 mesh screen _______ -_ 3 to 8 
Passing through 100 mesh screen _____ __ 0 to 2 

It will be noted that the major portion of gran 
ules I8 covering the tabs is retained on a 10 mesh 
screen whereas the major portion of the fine 
granules I9 covering the body portion passes 
through a 35 mesh screen. The use of granular 
material of such extremes in mesh characteristics 
for surfacing the body portion and the tabs of 
the elements results in the tab portions having 
the appearance of substantially greater thick 
ness than the body portion. 
In the embodiment of the invention shown in 

Figs. 1 to 5, transverse edge 2I is straight while 
the other side edge is formed with what might be 
considered a rectangular projection 23. This pro` 

- jection is provided by the cutting of slot 24 in 
the extreme right edge of the element. Con 
tiguous shingles in the same course are laid as 
shown in Fig. 3 with projection 23 abutting 
against side 2I of a contiguous element, the lower 
portions of the contiguous elements defining the 
slot 25, which is substantially identical with slots 
I1 in the elements. The overlying elements are 
placed with the forward edges spaced from the 
upper edges of the tabs; i. e., the upper edges of 

Per cent 

Thus, a narrow strip . 
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26 of fine granular material I9 is exposed be 
tween adjacent courses of elements. The fine 
granular material exposed along strip 26 and be 
tween slots I1 and 25 contrasts with the coarse 
granular material I8 of the tabs. Utilizing blue 
black fine granules and red or other brick col 
ored coarse granules for surfacing the body por 
tion and tab portions of the elements, respec 

. tively, application of the elements, as shown in 
Fig. 3, results in the stripes 26 and portions ex 
posed through slots I1 and 25 simulating mortar 
disposed about the brick appearing portions I8. 
In other words, the elements when laid as shown 
in Fig. 3 impart to the observer the appearance 
of a brick wall. 

Horizontal interior slits 21 are spaced from the 
upper edge ot'. the shingles of Figs. l and 2, near 
the transverse edges thereof. These slits serve 
as guidesl to indicate the laying position of the 
overlying element with respect to the underlying 
element. Further, they permit depression of 
part of the body portion indicated by the refer 
ence numeral 28 to form a ledge 29, which en 
gages the upper edge as indicated at 3| (Fig. 3) of 
the underlying element. Hence, the overlying 
shingle is temporarily held in desired position by 
ledge 29 engaging the upper edge of the under 
lying element and the roofer is free touse both 
hands in nailing the overlying element inposi 
tion. 
The modification of Fig. 4 diifers from that of 

Fig. 1 chiefly in that instead of having horizontal 
slits 21 in the body portion I5, the interlocking 
projections 32 are formed therein. These projec 
tions are made by cutting horizontal slits 33 and 
intersecting the slits 33 by spaced interior vertical 
slots 34 which define the tongues or projections 
32. By flexing tongues 32 so that they extend 
beyond the back of the shingle, the elements of 
Fig. 4 may be laid with tongues 32 passing under 
the upper portion of an underlying element. 
Thus, the overlying element is held in position 
on a vertical wall or inclined roof or other sur 
-face by the upper edge of tongue 32 resting on 
the upper edge of the underlying element. As an 
alternative procedure, the free end of tongue 32 
may be caused to rest on the upper edge of the 
underlying element, which thus holds the under 
lying element in desired nailing position. 

If tongue 32 is intended to pass down beneath 
the upper portion of an underlying element, it is 
spaced from the lower edge such that when tongue 
32 is forced home, the forward edge of the tabs 
occurs somewhat above the tops of the slots of 
the underlying elements to deñne the mortar 
strips 26. If on the other hand it is desired to 
have the forward edge of the tongue rest on the 
upper edge of the underlying element, then the 
tongues are positioned closer to the upper edge a 
/distance equal to the length of the tongue 32 so 
that when the tongue of one element rests on the 
upper edge of an underlying element, the forward 
edge of the overlying element is positioned some 
what from the tops of the recesses or slots of the 
underlying element to define the mortar strip 26. 
The shingle of Fig'l 5 differs from that of Fig. 1 

in that an interior open recess or slot 31 is utilized 
instead of the slits 21 of Fig. 1. This construction 
permits the roofer to insert a knife or other tool 
through slot 31 and positions the tool behind 
the upper edge of the underlying element to 
temporarily support the overlapping elements in 
desired overlapping relation. After nailing the 
elements the knife or other tool is withdrawn. 
In the modiilcation of Fig. 6, side edge 38 is pro 
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vided with a recess 39 having a side 4| substan 
tially parallel to thev longitudinal axis of the 
element. A slit 42 extends into the body of the 
shingle.V This slit forms an extension of the 
line defining side 4| of recess 39. 
The other transverse edge of the shingle of 

Fig. 6 is formed withv a projection 43 comple 
mental to recess 39. Slit 44 forms an extension 
of line 45 defining one side of projection 43. In 
the laying of the shingle of Fig. 6, contiguous ele- f 
ments in the same course are laid with the pro 
jections of one element entering into the recess 
of a contiguous element. The overlying ele 
ments are laid by first ñexing either the portion 
of the element above slit 44 or 42 or both and 
causing the lower edge of the portions flexed to 
engage the upper edge of the underlying element. 
Thus, the ‘overlying element is supported by the 
underlying shingle and the roofer is Vfree to nail 
the elements, utilizing both hands.v As in the 
case of the other modifications, the interlocking 
projections and recesses are so disposed that the 
forward edges of the element are properly aligned 
with respect to the underlying elements to obtain 
a mortar line effect between adjacent courses. 

It`will be notedthat the shingle of. this in 
vention does not require support from the roofer 
during nailing. Further. the supporting slits or 
projections serve to align the forward edges of 

. the overlying elements with respect to the under 
l lying shingles, and this in a simple and eflicient 

o 
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manner. In the case of brick siding elements, 
asvdisclosed herein,- the projections position adja 
cent courses so as to obtain the effect of mortar 
about the brick colored tab portions. 
The surfacing of the tab portions with granular 

material considerably coarser than that applied 
to the body portion- imparts to the tabs an ap 
pearance of thickness and rigidity and helghtens 
the brick wall effect since the mortar simulating 
portions appear to be depressed about the con 
iines of the brick as in actual brick wall con 
struction. j 
Since different embodiments of 4the invention 

could be made without departing from the scope 
of this invention, it is intended that all matter 
contained in the above description or shown in 
the accompanying drawing shall be interpreted 
as illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 
>I claim: . 

1. A ñexible shingle arranged to be laid with 
`other like _shingles in overlapping courses and 
having in one transverse edge an aligning recess 
provided with a slit extending into the body of 
the shingle vand in the opposite transverse edge 
a complemental projection provided with a slit 
extending therefrom into the body of the shingle, 
the projection of one'shingle arranged to enter 
into the recess of a contiguous shingle in the 
same course to align> the elements in the same 
course, and the portion of the shingle above the 
slits arranged to be flexed to engage the upper 
-edge of an underlying shingle to temporarily sup 
port the same in desired overlapping relation with 
respect to the underlying shingle. 

2. ~A 4sliding element arranged to be laid with 
other like elements in overlapping courses and 
having rectangular tabs disposed along one 1on 
g'itudinal edge of the body portion thereof, com 
prising a fibrous base coated on both sides with 
bituminous material, the tab portions being com 
pletely surfaced with coarse brick colored granu 

~ lar material and the body portion 'being com 
pletely surfaced’ with dark colored fine granular 
material, one side‘edge of said element provided 

-upper edge of an underlying element to support 
'the overlying element during Athe application 

3 
with an` aligning recess having one side substan- ' 
tially parallel to the longitudinal axis of thel ele 
ment, and a slit extending from said side into the 

. body portion of the element, the opposite side of 
the element being formed with a projection com- 5 
plemental to said recess and a slit extending from 
said projection into the body portion of said ele 
ment, said slits permitting ñexure of the body 
portion of the element thereabove to engage the 

ll) 

thereof to a surface in desired overlapping rela 
tion with respect to the underlying element. 

' 3. A siding element arranged to be laid with 
other like elements in overlapping courses and 
having rectangular tabs along one longitudinal 
edge of the base portion thereof, said element 
being provided with an aligning recess in one 
transverse edge of the body portion, said recess 
having one side substantially parallel to the lon 
gitudinal axis of the ~element, and a slit extend 
ing from said side into the body portion of the 
element, the other transverse side of the element 
being provided- with a projection complemental 
to said recess, a slit extending from_said pro 
jection into the body of said element, said slits 
permitting iiexure vof the body portion of the 
element thereabove to engage the upper edge of 
the underlying element to support the overly 
ing element' during application thereof to a sur 
face in desired overlapping relation with respect 
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to the underlying element. 
4. A lsiding element having brick simulating 

portions along one longitudinal-edge of the body 
portion and composed of a saturated felt base 
having on the face intended to be exposed to the 
weather a single layer of waterproof coating ma 
ferial of substantially uniform thickness and a 
layer of granular material partially embedded in 
the said coating layer, the granular material on 40 
the brick simulating portions being materially 
coarser than that on the body portion so that 
the thickness of the brick simulating portions is 
substantially greater than that of the body por 
tion, said element adapted to be laid with other 45 
like elements in overlapping courses with a por- > 

, tion of the ñne granular surfaced body portion 
of each element exposed to the weather between 
adjacent courses of the elements so as to produce 
an'appearance of a depressed mortar line above 
the brick simulating portions, each element hav 
ing slits located below the upper edge in the body 
portion thereof, >the portions of the elements 
above the slits being designed to be depressedl 
to engage an upper edge portion of an underly- 55 
ing element and thus‘support the overlying ele 
ment in position with respect to the underlying 
element to expose to view said horizontal mortar 
line. ' - 

5. A siding element having brick simulating> 60 
portions along one longitudinal edge of the body 
portion and composed of a saturated felt base 
having on the face intended to be exposed to the 
weatherV a single >layer of waterproof coating ma 
terial of substantially uniform thickness and a 
layer of granular material partially embedded in 
the said coating layer, the granular material on 
the brick simulating portions being materially 
coarser than that on the body portion so that the 
thickness of the brick simulating portions isv sub 
stantially greater than that of the body portion, 

50 
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„ said element adapted to be laid with other like 
' elements in overlapping courses with a portion/Y 
of the fine granular surfaced body portiono?eaîch 
element exposed to the weather/between adja- 75 
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4 
cent courses of the elements so as to produce an 
appearance of a depressed mortar line above the 
brick simulating portions, said siding element ar 
ranged to be laid with other like elements in 
overlapping courses and having in the portion 
intended to be overlapped by an underlying ele 

ment a projection arranged to be flexed to extend 
back or the element and to engage the upper edge 
of an underlying element to support the over 
lying element in desired overlapping relation with 
respect to the underlying element. 

CLARENCE R.. ECKERT. 


