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1'7 Claims. 

This invention relates to water anchors of the 
type used to moor ?oating objects, and has par 
ticular reference to a construction suited for use 
in connection with duck decoys and the like. 
The essential objects of the invention are the 

provision of a construction of compact form 
which will not be readily dislodged or allow drift 
ing of the moored object and means associated 
with the anchor for carrying the attaching line. 
In its application as a decoy anchor, provision is 
also made whereby the anchor may be conven 
iently secured to the decoy for transportation 
purposes. 
In the accompanying drawing I have illustrated 

one embodiment of my invention incorporating 
novel features of construction and wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view; 
Fig. 2 is a side view particularly illustrating 

the position of my anchor as the attaching line 
is played out therefrom; 

Fig. 3 shows the manner in which my anchor 
may be associated with the neck of a decoy; 

Fig. 4 illustrates my anchor in operative posi 
tion; and, . 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view of a modi?cation. 
The anchor proper will be formed of lead or 

iron, as conventionally, and made squat and sub 
stantially of cone shape. Whereas, however, the 
usual mushroom construction includes a spheri 
cal rounded undersurface which will cause the 
anchor to seat generally upright in the soft bed 
under water, I propose to make my anchor ill 
with an undersurface which is rather squat and 
cone-shaped, providing a peripheral edge I I at its 
upper extremity. The purpose in this connection 
is to cause the anchor to tip as shown in Figure 
4, so that the edge portion II will exercise a 
gripping engagement with the water bed, thus to 
prevent the anchor from sliding along and allow 
ing drifting of the object moored thereby. To 
further prevent side slip of the anchor, its under 
surface can be'made of irregular contour com 
prising a plurality of circumferential areas be 
tween its top and bottom of different slope. An 
outstanding circumferential rib I2 may be in 
cluded. Such a surface, particularly when the 
anchor is on a soft bed, will tend to resist lateral 
movement and, because of the inclined nature of 
the surface, the peripheral edge will be brought 
into a position where it will tend to dig intoi the 
bed when the ?oating object moored by the an 
chor tends to drift. 
When used in association with decoys, anchors 

are usually secured thereto by an attaching line 
which fastens to a screw-eye or the like on the 
underside of the decoy so that the attaching line 
will not appear above the surface of the water. 
Since the depth of water varies so considerably it 
is essential that provision be made whereby the 
length of the line attaching the decoy to the an 
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chor can be varied. To accomplish this purpose 
I propose to provide a reel in association with the 
anchor upon which the line may be wound when 
the anchor is not in use and from which it may 
readily be played out merely by dropping the an- 5 . 
chor and decoy into the water. As soon as the 
anchor reaches the bottom the playing out of the 
line will stop and any surplus line will remain 
conveniently in position on the reel. To prevent 
accidental further unwinding of the line, means is 
provided whereby after the desired length of line 
has once been determined the line may be se 
cured. 

Associated with the upper side of the anchor is 
a framework preferably comprising stiff but re 
silient wire, the lower ends of which may be em 
bedded in the anchor element ll]. Such frame 
work is formed to provide portions serving di?er 
ent functions as will be described. Adjacent the 
anchor the wire frame is formed with spaced par 
allel portions I3 which will provide a reelupon 
which the attaching line I4 may be wound as 
shown in Figures 2 and 4. While it is not essen 
tial that the reel portion of the frame be located 
immediately adjacent the upper surface of the 
anchor, this is desirable as it will provide a side ' 
for the reel. 2 
The frame also provides an enlarged open 

portion I5 which, as shown in the drawing, may / 
be located adjacent the reel portion, the two sides T 
of the wire being bent outwardly beyond the reel 
portion I3 as shown. Preferably, the portions I6 
incline away from the reel so as to permit the 
ready unwinding of the line from the reel in the 
manner shown in Figure 2. The enlarged loop 
portion l5 of the frame is completed by bending 
the wire sides inwardly at I8. The purpose of 
the enlarged loop is to enable the anchor to be 
secured to a decoy by slipping the same over the 
neck ll of the decoy as illustrated in Figure 3. 
The loop I5 will be formed of such size and shape 
as to readily slip over the neck of the decoy. 
Preferably, and as shown, it will be of elongated 
character so that it may be slipped over the neck 
and then turned through ninety degrees to bring 
the narrower portions of the loop into resilient 
clamping engagement. In Figure 3 the position 
of the anchor when the loop is slipped over the 
neck of the decoy is illustrated in dotted lines. 
By rotation the narrower portions of the loops I 6 
and I8 are then brought into clamping engage 
ment with the neck I‘! of the decoy which is con 
ventionally of elongated character. 

In the construction shown the line will not 
tend to play out from the reel after the anchor 
has once assumed the position on the bottom 
shown in Figure 4, since the side portions I6 of 
the loop I5 will tend to snag the line. However, 
it is desirable that the attaching line engage the 
frame at some distance above the anchor Misc 60 
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2 2,023,526 
that any tendency of the decoy to drift will tend 
to cause the edge of the anchor to dig more 
?rmly into the bottom. To this end the wire 
frame is twisted into a small loop ‘l9. This will 
provide a point ‘for securing the extremity of the 
line in ?xed position. ‘When all of the line is 
unwound from the reel and in use, the line will 
extend directly upwardly through the water 
from the loop l9. Again, where only part of the 
line is unwound from the reel and ‘in use, the 
line extending upwardly from the reel may be 
snagged by a half-hitch around the loop, as 
shown in Figure 4. By thisarrangement the 
line is positively held against accidental unwind 
ing from the reel and the connection between 
the decoy and the anchor ‘is .su?iciently :far re 
moved from the anchor :as' to cause a digging 
in action of the anchor edge when the decoy 
moves laterally. . ' " 

Instead of snagging the line from the reel at 
the connection between the loops “and 19 ‘as 
shown in Fig. 4, the 'loop is may be modi?ed to 
serve the same purpose and enable the line to 
the decoy to be quickly adjusted to any desired 
length. Thus as shown in Fig. 5, :the loop‘ 21 
may be provided with a depending tongue 22, 
about which a loop or (knot in the line may be 
readily formed and removed at will. 

It will be understood that the embodiment of 
my invention herein shown and described is 
‘merely illustrative and that the invention is 
capable of a considerable range of modi?cation, 
equivalency and rearrangement of 'parts‘without 
departing from the scope thereof. I therefore 
do not intend to be limited in the practice of ‘my 
invention further than ‘may be required by the 
appended claims. a ' I 

I claim: . 

' 1. An anchor having .a ‘sloping undersurface 
and being of greater thickness at its center than 
at its edge portion, the undersurface being 
divided into a, series of successive concentrically 
arranged bands ‘wherein one band is angularly 
arranged to the next band so as to provide an 
irregular contour and resist vlateral movement of 
the anchor over a softsurface. , 

2. An anchor having its sloping undersurface 
provided with continuous circumferentially ex 
tending projections adapted to resist lateral 
movement of the anchor over a soft surface; 

3. An anchor ‘having a sloping undersurface 
and being of greater thickness at its center than 
at its edge portion, 'saidanchor having an under 
surface provided with one or more circumferen- , 
tially extending ribs adapted to-exercise gripping 
engagement witha soft surface. ~ 

4. An anchor having a squat vcone-shaped 
undersurface provided with one or more circum-v 
ferentiallyaextending ribs adapted to exercise a 
gripping engagement ‘with asoft surface. 
"5. An anchor having va squat generally cone 
shaped undersurface of gradual slope, said 
undersurface having circumferentially extend 
ing continuous portions 'of varyingslope between 
its upper and lower limit to provide :an irregular 
contour which will resist lateral jsliding move 
ment of the undersurface over a soft surface. ' 

6. An anchor presenting 'a'flat' upper surface 
and a tapering 'undersurface and having line 
attaching means secured to its upper side pro-v 
viding a reel‘ upon which surplus line can be 

supported and including line engaging means 
adapted to prevent unwinding of line from the 
reel. 

'7. An anchor presenting a ?at upper surface 
and a tapering undersurface, and having line 
attaching means secured to its upper side com 
prising an upstanding wire frame providing a 
reel upon which line can be wound. 

8. An anchor presenting a ?at upper surface 
and a tapering undersurface, and having line 
attaching means secured to its upper side com 
prising an upstanding wire frame, said wire 
frame providing a reel upon which line can be 
wound and having a line engaging loop at its 
upper end. 

‘9.. .An anchor .for decoys including an anchor 
ing portion having an upstanding'frame ex 
tending upwardly .from its upper side adapted to 
slide over and engage the neck portion of the 
decoy. ‘ 

10. An anchor for decoys including an anchor 
ing portion having an upstanding resilient wire 
frame extending upwardly from its upper‘ side 
adapted to slide over and resiliently engage the 
neck portion of the decoy. 

11. An anchor for decoys including an an 
choring portion having an upstanding resilient 
wire frame extending upwardly from its upper 
side, said frame having an enlarged portion 
adapted to slide over and engage the neck of the 
decoy. 

12. An anchor for decoys having an upstand 
ing resilientwire loop connected with its upper 
surface, said loop being elongated to allow the 
same to be freely slipped over the neck of the de 
coy and adapted to be turned when in position 
so that the narrower portions of the loop- will 
resiliently engage the decoy and secure the 
anchor in association therewith. 

13. An anchor for decoys having line engaging 
means secured to its upper side, said means in 
cluding a reel upon which line may be wound 
and an enlarged wire‘loop adapted to slide over 

7 and engage the neck of the decoy. 
1.4. An anchor for decoys having an upstand 

ing wire frame providing a reel upon which an, 
attaching line may be wound and having an en 
larged portion'in' the form of a loop adapted to 
slip ‘over the neck of the decoy. 

15. An anchor for decoys having an upstand 
ing ‘wire frame providing a reel upon which an 
attaching line may be wound and having an en 

' larged portion in the form of a loop adapted to 
slip over the neck of the decoy, and a small loop 
formed at the upper end of the wire frame con 
stituting line engaging means. 

16. An anchorfor decoys having an upstand 
ing wire frame secured to its upper surface, said 
frame being formed ‘with spaced parallel per 
tions next the anchor providing a reel upon 
which line may be wound, the frame being en 
larged-adjacent the reel to form a large loop 
adapted to’ slip over the neck of the decoy and 
being formed at its upper end into a small loop 
adapted to ‘engage the line. 

17. A cone-shaped'anchor wherein the sloping 
. undersurface is divided into successive concen~ 
tric zones, the'inclination in one zone differing 

, from thatin'the next zone. 

WILLIAM HOBERG. 
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