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The invention‘relates to improvements in wall 
facings of the type in whichseparate facing units 
simulating bricks, tiles and the like of any sizes 
and shapes, are secured against either a skeleton 
or complete wall, mortar joints being usually 
provided between the facing units so that the 
complete structure effectively simulates a solid 
wall of conventional construction, even though 
it is in reality only al veneered structure. 

It is the primary object of the invention to 
provide a new and advantageous construction in 
which vmetal lath of sheet form is provided with 
laterally projecting supporting members for the 
facing units, the metal lath being provided either 

~ with flexible backing or without such backing, as 
desired. The metal lath sheets may be quickly 
and easily secured to old walls, to furring strips, 
or to studs or the like and constitutes an effective 
backing carrying all of the facing units, and per 
mits said units to be tenaciously cemented or se» 
cured by other plastic to said lath, providing 
means in addition to the inter-engaging means of 
the lath and facing units, for securing the lat 
ter in place. 
By the term “metal lath”, I refer not only to 

conventional expanded metal lath, but to lath 
fabricated from separate wires or the like, rela 
tively secured in any desired spaced relation. Va 
rious forms of the inventionare shown in con 
nection with different types of metal lath, in the 
accompanying drawings. 

Fig. 1 is an outer side elevation showing one 
form of the invention and illustrating the man 
ner in which the supporting members for the 
facing units uniformly space them to provide for 
the formation of mortar joints, which joints may 
be raked, ñush or of any other desired type. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical secti-onal View on line` 2-2 
of Fig. 1. ' 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective View of the 
metal lath and its backing shown in Figs. 1 and 2, 
clearly illustrating a number of the facing unit 
supports with which the lath is provided. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional View of the 
parts shown in Fig. 2 but showing a slightly dif 
ferent construction. 

Fig. 5 is an elevation showing a different way 
of providing the metal lath with suppo-rts for the 
facing units. ~ - 

Fig. 6 is a detail sectional View on line 6_6 
of Fig. 5, a number of the facing units being 
shown in dotted lines. 

Fig. 7 is a View similar to Fig. 5 but showing a 
still further variation. 

Fig. 8 is a sectional View on line 8_8 of Fig. 7. 

Figs. 9 and 10 are views corresponding to Figs. 
‘7 and 8 but showing a variation thereover. 

Fig. 1‘1 is a fragmentary perspective View show 
ing a still further way of providing vthe metal 
lath with the facing unit supports. 5 

Fig. l2 is a fragmentary elevation showing ex 
panded metal lath Varied in accordance with the 
invention, whereas the preceding views all em 
body metal lath fabricated from crossed wires. 

Fig. 13 is an edge View of a portion of the i0 
structure shown in Fig. 12. 

Fig. 14 is a View similar to Fig. 13 but showing 
a slight change thereover. f 
In Figs. 1 to 4, metal lath is disclosed composed 

of vertical andhorizontal wires i5 and i6 rela~ 15 
tively secured in any desired way, said metal 
lath being provided with a backing il of conven 
tional nature which may be secured to said lath 
in any .appropriate manner, for instance by the 
“stitching” wires i8. Arched supports i9 for fac- E20. 
ing Iunits 2Q, are provided for engagement with 
the metallath. These members may be- formed 
from wire or from sheet or strip metal bent into 
arched form, and their legs 2| are received be 
tween the horizontal wires iS and the backing l l, 2.5i 
said legs being provided with kinks which form 
seats 22 for engagement with said Wires i6. 
These kinks are preferably near the upper ends 
of the legs 2 l, and above said kinks, the members 
i9 are bent laterally to provide supports 23 for Si) 
reception in grooves 2li in the facing units 20. 
These supports 23 are preferably inclined from 
the plane of the metal lath, as shown, but it is 
possible that they could extend in other directions . 
successfully. The grooves 2H which receive these ¿D 
supports 23, are of much greater size than said 
supports andsaid grooves preferably extend from 
end to end of the casing units 20, although this 
is not absolutely essential. The upper sides 25 
of the grooves are inclined when 4the supports 23 
areV inclined and hence an effective interlock is 
provided between the supports and grooves. 
In applying the construction so far described, 

the metal lath and its backing are suitably se 
cured to .a complete Wall, to- furring strips or to “l5 
studs or the like, and the supporting members 
IiiY are then ̀ placed at proper positions. Suitable 
plastic is then slushed against a restricted lower ' 
portion of the support-equipped lath and one of 
the units 2G is buttered except on its front face, 5C“ 
with the plastic. This unit is then engaged with 
one of the supports 23- and forced downwardly 
and inwardly, during which movement excess 
plastic is forced through the lath and into the 
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groove 24, the plastic being indicated at 26 in 55? 



10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

75 

- tional mortar joints. 

2 
Fig. 2. The downward and inward forcing of 
the facing unit 20 is limited by the member 23 
coming to rest against the groove side 25 and by 

. the rear side of said unit contacting with the ver 
tical wires i5. Hence, if the metal lath be in 
itially placed truly and the supporting members 
I9 be accurately constructed and placed, it will 
be insured that the face of the completely ve 
neered wall will be in the required plane. 

After placing one of the units 2i! above de 
scribed, the same operations are repeated in con 
nection with the others, the steps being very sim 
ilar to those used in laying brick under conven 
tional methods. In so placing the other units, 
the mortar 26 between them assists in securing 
said units in addition to simulating the conven 

Not only are the units ef 
fectively secured to the metal lath by the inter 
lock between them and the supporting members 
I9, but they become further secured by the plas 
`tic and it will be observed that this plastic effec 
tively keys into the grooves 24. 

Fig. ‘l shows a construction identical with that 
above described, with the exception that the sup 
porting member I9EL shown therein, is provided 
with no kinks, the seats 22a for engaging the 
wires i5, being merely formed by the forward 
bending of the upper ends of said member. 
In Figs. 5 and 6, the metal lath is formed from 

vertical wires 27 and horizontal wires 28 suitably 
secured together, and a backing 29 is shown suit 
ably secured to said lath. To provide supports 
for the facing units, the horizontal wires 28 are 
outwardly stamped at intervals as shown at 3l), 
providing the required supports which may be at 
any desired angle to the plane of the lath. 

In Figs. 7, 8, 9, and 10, backed metal lath is 
shown formed of vertical wires 3| and horizontal 
wires 32, and to provide supports for the facing 
units, spaced portions of said vertical wires are 
outwardly stamped as shown at 33. 'I‘hese sup 
ports 33 may of course be at any desired angle 
to the plane of the lath, In Figs. 7 and 8, the 
wire portions 33 alone constitute the supports 
for the facing members, but in Figs. 9 and l0, 
additional horizontal wires 34 are secured upon 
said portions 33, co-acting therewith in support 
ing the facing units. 
In Fig. 1l, suitably backed metal lath is shown 

formed of vertical wires 35 and horizontal wires 
At intervals, the vertical wires 35 are cut 

as seen at 3l and the wire portions immediately 
below the cuts are bent laterally at suitable 
angles to provide supports 38 for the facing units. 
In Figs. l2, 13 and 14, expanded metal lath 39 

is shown having horizontal cuts 40 at suitable 
intervals. The metal immediately below the cuts 
is bent laterally outward to provide supports 4I 
for the facing units, which supports may be in 
clined to or perpendicular to the plane of the lath, 
as will be seen by a comparison of Figs. 13 and 
14. 

All forms of the invention are rather simple 
and inexpensive and hence can be manufactured 
at small cost. All of them however provide for 
expeditious veneering of old or new, complete or 
skeleton walls, and insure that the completely 
veneered job shall effectively simulate a solid 
wall formed of separate building units (bricks, 
tiles or the like) with mortar joints between. In 
certain cases however, it will be understood that 
the veneered wall may not be a simulation of a 
solid wall. It may merely constitute a more per 
fect form of a known veneered wall. For in 
stance, if the facing units be tiles similar to those 
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used in bathrooms and the like, they will be more 
perfectly secured in place than the correspond 
ing tiles now used for such purposes. In all in 
stances, the lath, the supports for the facing 
units, the facing units themselves, and the plas 
tic material constitute a single unitary structure 
in which there is no possibility of any parts be 
coming loosened and falling out, unless acci 
dentally broken. 
The details herein disclosed may be considered 10 

as illustrative only for it is obvious that within . 
the scope of the invention as claimed, numerous 
variations other than those herein disclosed 
could well be made. Obviously, the size of the 
facing units may vary from the size of regular 
commercial brick to large slabs, either of plain 
surface or simulating a number of bricks. The 
units can »also simulate marble slabs, or slabs or 
pieces of other material or materials. One or 
more of the projecting .supporting members may 
be used to support each facing unit according to 
the size of the latter. 

I claim: 
1. Openwork metal lath of sheet form provided 

with laterally projecting facing-unit-supporting 
members, and facing units for application again? 
fresh plastic applied to said metal lath, said fac 
ing units having recesses to receive said laterally 
projecting supporting members. 

2. Openwork metal lath of sheet form provided 
with laterally projecting facing-unit-supporting 
members, and facing units for application against 
fresh plastic applied to said metal lath, said fac 
ing units having recesses to receive said laterally 
projecting supporting members, the latter being 
positioned to space said units apart sufficiently 
to form mortar joints between them. 

3. Openwork metal lath of sheet form provided 
with laterally projecting facing-unit-supporting 
members, and facing units for application against 
fresh plastic applied to said metal lath, said fac 
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ing units having recesses to receive said laterally ' 
projecting supporting members, said recesses be 
ing of much greater size than said supporting 
members whereby they may receive some of the 
plastic to additionally secure said units. 

fi. Openwork metal lath of sheet form provided 
with laterally projecting facing-unit-supporting 
members which incline from the plane of the 
lath sheet, and facing units for application against 
fresh plastic applied to said metal lath, said units 
having plastic receiving grooves in their sides 
much larger than said supporting members and 
adapted to receive the latter, said grooves having 
inclined horizontal upper sides adapted to rest 
on said supporting members. 

5. Openwcrk metal lath of sheet form provided 
with-spaced rows of laterally projecting facing 
unit-supporting members, said facing-unit-sup 
porting members of any row being spaced apart 
in the direction of said row and being staggered 
with respect to those of the next adjacent row. 

6. Metal lath of sheet form, a ñexible backing 
secured to said metal lath, and arched facing 
unit-supporting members having their legs re 
ceived between said metal lath and said backing, 
the upper portions of said arched members being 
disposed at the outer side of said metal lath and 
bent laterally for engagement with facing units. 

7. A structure as specified in Vclaim 6; said 
legs of said arched members having kinks form 
ing seats engaging portions of the metal lath. 

8. An arched facing-unit-supporting member 
whose legs are substantially uni-directional from 
their free ends to the crown portion of said 
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2,022,363 
member, said crown portion being bent laterally 
from the plane of said legs for connection with 
a facing unit. 

9. An arched facing-unit-supporting member 
whose legs are substantially uni-directional from 

' their free >ends to the crown portion of said mem 
ber, said crown portion being bent laterally from 
the plane of said legs for connection with a 
facing unit, said legs having kinks providing lath 
engaging seats. 

i0. Metal lath of sheet form having numerous 
openings and metal por-tions between said open 
ings, some of said metal portions having horizon 
tal cuts, said metal portions being laterally bent 
directly under 'said cuts to provide facing-unit 
supporting members. 

11. A facing-unit-supporting member having 
an attaching portion in a single plane for inser 
tion between metal lath and a supporting struc 
ture, said facing-unit-supporting member hav 
ing a facing-unit-supporting portion projecting 
obliquely `from the plane of said attaching por 
tion for reception in a facing-unit recess. 

12. Metal lath of sheet form, and arched fac 
ing-unit-supporting members having their legs 
positioned behind said metal lath, the upper 
portions of said arched members being disposed 
at the outer side of said metal lath and being 
bent laterally for engagement with facing units. 

13. A structure as specified in claim 12, said 
legs of said arched members having kinks form 
ing seats engaging portions of the metal lath. 

lll. Metal lath of sheet form, a flexible backing 
secured to said lath, and facing-unit-supporting 
members having vertical portions received be 
tween said metal lath and said backing, said 
supporting members having projecting portions 
extending beyond the outer side of said metal lath 
for engagement with facing units. 

l5. A structure as specified in claim 14, the 
first named portions of said supporting members 
having kinks forming seats engaging portions of 
the metal lath. 

16. Metal lath of sheet form secured against 
a flat support, and facing-unit-supporting mem 
bers having attaching portions inserted between 
said lath and said support and lying in a plane 
parallel with said lath and support, said facing 
unit-supporting members having facing-unit 
supporting portions projecting forwardly through 
said lath. 

17. Metal lath of sheet form secured against a 
ñat support, and facing-unit-supporting mem 
bers having attaching portions inserted between 
said lath and said support and lying in a plane 
parallel with said lath and support, said facing 
unit-supporting members having facing-unit 
supporting portions at the upper ends of said 
attaching portions and projecting forwardly 
through said lath, said attaching portions having 
kinks forming seats resting upon horizontal por 
tions of the lath. _ 

18. In a wall, openwork metal lath of sheet 
form provided with laterally projecting facing 
unit-supporting members, plastic applied to and 
imbedding said openwork lath and said support 
ing members, and facing units applied against 
and imbedded at their rear portions in said plas 
tic, said facing units having recesses receiving 
said facing-unit-supporting members and part 
of said plastic. 

19. In a wall, a supporting structure provided 
with spaced rows of horizontally spaced facing 
unit-supporting members, said supporting mem 
bers of any row being staggered with respect to 

those of the next adjacent row, horizontal rows 
of facing units having recesses in their rear sides 
receiving said supporting members, said rows of 
facing> units being spaced apart, and the facing 
units of each row being spaced apart and stag 
gered -with respect to those of the next adjacent 
row, and plastic in the various spaces _thus pro 
vided around the facing units. 

20. In a wall, a supporting structure provided 
with spaced rows of horizontally spaced facing 
unit-supporting members, said supporting mem 
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bers of any row being staggered with respect to ‘ 
those of the next adjacent row, plastic applied 
to said supporting structure and irnbedding said 
facing-unit-supporting members, and horizontal 
rows of facing units applied against and im 
bedded at their rear portions in said plastic, said 
facing units having recesses receiving said sup 
porting members and some of said plastic, said 
rows of facing units'being spaced apart, and the 20 
facing units of each row being spaced apart hori 
zontally and staggered with respect to those of 
the next adjacent row, thereby exposing suf 
ñcient of said plastic around all of the units to 
constitute mortarl joints. 

21. In a wall, openwork metal lath of sheet 
form provided with spaced rows of horizontally 
spaced facing-unit-supporting members, the 
supporting members of any row _being staggered 
with respect to those of the next adjacent row, 
plastic applied to and imbedding said openwork 
metal lath and said supporting members, and 
horizontal rows of facing units applied against 
and imbedded at their rear portions in said ̀ plas 
tic, said facing units having recesses receiving 
said supporting members and some of said plas 
tic, said rows of facing units being spaced apart, 
and the facing units of each row being spaced 
apart horizontally and staggered with respect to 
those of the next adjacent row, thereby exposing 
sufficient of said plastic around all of the units 
to constitute mortar joints. 

22. Metal lath having a plurality of strands, 
and cuts in single strands at intervals, the por 
tions of the cut strands directly under said cuts 
being bent laterally to provide facing-unit-sup 
porting members. 

23. Metal lath comprising straight vertical 
wires spaced apart horizontally, and horizontal 
wires spaced apart vertically, said horizontal 
wires having upwardly and laterally bent por 
tions between said vertical wires to provide fac 
ing-unit-supporting members. 

24. Open-work metal lath comprising straight 
horizontal wires spaced apart vertically and ver 
tical wires spaced apart horizontally, said verti 
cal wires having upwardly and laterally bent 
arched portions between said horizontal wires 
and constituting facing-unit-supporting mem 
bers, both the upper and the lower sides of said 
facing-unit-supporting members being inclined 
in substantially the same direction, said upper 
sides being at acute angles to the plane of the 
lath. 

25. A structure as specified in claim 24, togeth 
er with additional straight horizontal wires se 
cured to the outer ends of said facing-unit-sup 
porting members. 

26. In a wall, a supporting structure, openwork 
lath with laterally projecting facing-unit-sup 
porting members, plastic applied to said open 
work lath, and facing-units applied against and 
imbedded in said plastic, said facing-units hav 
ing recesses receiving said facing-unit-support 
ing members and part of said plastic. 

27. In a wall, a supporting structure, open 
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work lath of sheet form, facing-unit-supporting 
members adapted for attachment to said open 
Work lath, said supporting members having pro 
jecting portions extending beyond the outer side 
of said lath, and facing-units having recesses 
receiving said projecting portions of said facing 
unit-supporting members. 

28. In a wall, a supporting structure, metal 
lath of sheet form secured to said supporting 
structure, facing-unit-supports carried solely by 
said metal lath and projecting from the outer 
side of the same, facing-units engaged with said 
Íacing-unit-supports, a backing sheet secured to 
said metal lath and engaging said supporting 
structure, and plastic confined between said 
backing sheet and facing-units for anchoring the 
latter. 

29. Metal lath having a plurality of strands, 
and cuts in single strands at intervals, portions 
of the cut strands being bent laterally to provide 
facing-unit-supporting members. 

30. Metal lath of sheet form having numerous 
openings and metal portions between said open 
ings, some of said metal portions having cuts, 
said metal portions being bent laterally at one 
side of said cuts to provide facing-unit-support 
ing members. 

31. Metal lath having a plurality of strands 
and cuts in one or more strands at intervals, 
portions of the cut strands being bent laterally. 

32. In a Wall, a supporting structure provided 
with laterally projecting facing-unit-supporting 
members, plastic applied to said supporting 
structure and said facing-unit-supporting mem 
bers, and facing-units applied against and em 
bedded in said plastic, said facing-units having 
recesses receiving said facing-unit-supporting 
members and part of said plastic, said facing 
unit-supporting members being positioned to so 
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space said facing-units as to leave mortar joints 
between them. 

33. In a Wall construction, an open' lattice work 
support structure comprising spaced relatively 
rigid supporting portions, plastic applied to the 
support structure, and recessed facing units ap 
plied in spaced relation against and embedded 
in said plastic, the supporting portions of the 
support structure being received Within the 
recesses of the facing units whereby to support 
the latter, and the plastic extending into the re 
cesses and between the facing units. 

34. In a wall construction, an open lattice 
work support structure comprising spaced rela 
tively rigid supporting portions, plastic applied to 
the support structure, and recessed facing units 
applied against said plastic with the supporting 
portions of the support structure received With 
in the recesses of the facing units, said recesses 
being substantially larger than the received sup 
porting portions to permit substantially perpen 
dicular application of the facing units to the 
support structure, the plastic extending into the 
recesses. 

35. In a Wall construction, an open lattice work 
support structure comprising spaced relatively 
rigid supporting portions, plastic applied to the 
support structure and recessed facing units 
applied against said plastic with the sup 
porting portions of the support structure re 
ceived within the recesses of the facing units, said 
recesses being substantially larger than the re 
ceived supporting portions and having pockets 
formed at their upper portions adapted to direct 
ly receive the supporting portions whereby the 
facing units may be hung in locked relation 
upon the support structure with the plastic ex 
tending into the recesses. _ 

ANTHONY J. VER'I'UNO. 
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