
US 20120089670A1 

(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2012/0089670 A1 

Franke (43) Pub. Date: Apr. 12, 2012 

(54) METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR CONDUCTING Publication Classi?cation 
A PLURALITY OF CYBER-BASED (51) Int Cl 

CONVENTIONS G06F 15/16 (2006.01) 

(75) Inventor: Paul D. Franke, Venetia, PA (US) (52) US. Cl. ...................................................... .. 709/203 

(73) Assignee: Software Management, Inc., (57) ABSTRACT 
Pittsburgh, PA (US) 

A method and system for conducting Internet-based conven 
(21) Appl, No; 13/272,753 tions-includes meeting planner clients, exhibitor/ sponsor cli 

ents and attendee clients, all using Web browser computers 
(22) Filed: Oct. 13, 2011 and a central Website server on the Internet. The system 

receives and stores initial convention data, and control param 
Related U.S-Applicati0n Data eter rules from meeting planner clients. Then the system 

(63) Continuation of application NO 12/536 249 ?led on receives and stores exhibit booth display data and control 
Aug 5 2009 which is a Con?rmation O’f ap’phcation parameter rules for said convention from exhibitor/ sponsor 

' ’ ’ clients. Based on search criteria provided by the participating 

17g? 22335352501123? 211110;; gang; attendee client, the central Website server releases stored 
ti’on I60 P’CT/US99/31285 ?led on DEC 30 1559 database convention information and provides aWide array of 

' ’ ' ’ ' convention activity simulated With the program instructions 

(60) Provisional application No_ 60/ 1 14,128, ?led on Dec_ and the databases. Thus, the system alloWs the creation of a 
30, 1998, provisional application No. 60/114,396, 
?led on Dec. 31, 1998. 

“virtual convention venue” for conventions that exist only on 
the central Website server and available using the Internet. 

f 100 
ATTENDEE ATTENOEE ATTENOEE 
CLIENT CLIENT CLIENT F 

WEB BROWSER' WEB BROWSER WEB BROWSER 

191 ll 1L1.’ 
MEETING 
PLANNER 
CLIENT 

WEEI BROWSER 

192 
CENTRAL 

sERvER 
CUE-NT THE INTERNET 

WEB BROWSER .THE WEB, <———>~ 

102 QQ 

MEETING 
PLANNER 
CLIENT .4_.. 

WEB BROWSER 

m EXHIBITOR EXHIBITOR EXHIBITOR 
CLIENT CLIENT CLIENT 

‘WEB BROWSER WEB BROWSER WEE BROWSER 

1.0; m L13. 



FIGURE 1 

Patent Appllcatlon Publlcation Apr. 12, 2012 Sheet 1 0f 14 US 2012/0089670 A1 

[ 100 
ATTENDEE A'ITENDEE ATTENOEE 
CLIENT OLIENT CLIENT 

WEB BROWBER' WEB BROWSER WEB BROWSER 

191 191 111' 
MEETING 
PLANNER 
CLIENT - 

WEB BROWSER 

192 

MEETING CENTRAL 

PLANNER CUE-NT THE INTERNET R 
WEB BROWSER .THE WEB" M 

102 E9. 

MEETING 
PLANNER 
CLIENT .4“ 

WEB BROWSER 

M12. EXHIBITOR EXHIBITOR EXHIBITOR 
CLIENT CLIENT OLIENT 

‘WEB BROWSER WEB BROWSER WEB BROWSER 

192 m. 192*. 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 12, 2012 Sheet 2 0f 14 US 2012/0089670 A1 

DATA 
STORAGE 
DEVICE 

2.49 

THE 
WEB 

NETWORK 

VIRTUAL 
CONVENTION 

VENUE 
DATABASES 

3 D 

VIRTUAL 
CONVENTION 

VENUE 
WEBSITE 
PROGRAM 

INSTRUCTIONS.» 

INTERFACE 

2.59 

FIGUREZ 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 12, 2012 Sheet 3 0f 14 US 2012/0089670 A1 

MEETING PLANNERS 
v DATABASE - 

£3.19 

‘, , a» EXiBITORS Em 

DATABASE '. 
_ Q22 

BOOTHS 
‘ " DATABASE 

‘ 5.32 

/ ATTENDEES 
DATABASE 

CONVENTIONS & MEETINGS 
__r DATABASE 

_ ~ QQQ 

L 5 <>T<> ha.» 4 

\—-———B 

SESSIONS & FORUMS ‘ 
‘ & DATABASE 

éfil 

cvB HOSTS 
1 DATABASE 

§ZQ 

PAPER PRESENTATIONS & PROCEEDiNGS 
DATABASE GO @119. 

FIGURE 3 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 12, 2012 Sheet 4 0f 14 US 2012/0089670 A1 

[ 400 

ATTENDEE CLEINT 
GLOBAL SEARCHES 
AND CONTROL ' 

PROGRAM INSTRUCTIONS 

@92 V 

' CYBER CONVENTIONS & MEETINGS VENUEBASED CQNVENTIQN & 
. WITH CYBER EXHIBIT BOOTH DISPLAY, MEETINGS wmq QYBER 

AND OYBER SESSIONS & FORUMS - CONVENTIONS & MEETINGS WITH 
PROGRAM INSTRUCTIONS CYBER EXHIBIT BOOTH DISPLAY, AND 

C‘I’BER sssslowsa FORUMS a 
I PRQGRAM iNSTRUCTiONS 

s00 . 399 

MEETING PLANNER EXHiBITDR 
CLIENT. suPPoRT _ _‘ CLIENT SUPPORT 

PROGRAM W» PROGRAM 
INSTRUCTlON-S INSTRUCTIONS 

iiQQ ' 229. 

FIGUR 4 















Patent Application Publication Apr. 12, 2012 Sheet 11 0f 14 

Half Banner 

Button 
#2 

Button 
#2 

Button 
#2 

FIGURE ‘10A 

Half Banner 

Square 
‘ Banner 

Square 
Banner ' 

'FiGURE 10B 

Half Banner‘ 

$quare 
Banner 

Square 
Banner 

Square 
Banner 

FIGURE 100 

US 2012/0089670 A1 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 12, 2012 Sheet 12 0f 14 US 2012/0089670 A1 

Half Banner 

Verticai 
Banner 

Square Square 
Banner Banner 

FiGURE 1013 

Half Banner 

Vertical Vertical 
Banner Banner 

Square Square 
Banner‘ Banner 

FIGURE 105 

Fun Banner w! Vertical Nav- bar 

Square Hah‘ Banner - Square 

Banner i Banner 
Half Banner 

FIGURE 16F 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 12, 2012 Sheet 13 0f 14 US 2012/0089670 A1 

I Micro Full Bannerwl Ve?ioal Nav bar 

‘ Micro‘ 
Mic“? Square Button #2 Square 
Micro Banner Banner 

_ ‘Micro Button #2 

FIGURE 106 

Full Banner w/ \lerticai Nav bar" 

Micro ii Micro i Micro i Micro j Vertical 
Button Button Banner 
#2 #2 Square - 

Button Button Banner 
#2 #2 

FIGURE 10H 

FuiEBann'er 

Button‘ Button 
#1 #1 

Vertical But-{On Buttgn Veriicai 
Banner #2 #2 Banner 

Button Button 
#1 #1 

FiGURE 10! 



Patent Application Publication Apr. 12, 2012 Sheet 14 0f 14 US 2012/0089670 A1 

Full Banner 

Vertical ' Vertical 

Banner 8 S _ Banner 
. .ua're mare q Button q 

Banner #1 Banner 

FIGURE 1OJ 



US 2012/0089670 A1 

METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR CONDUCTING 
A PLURALITY OF CYBER-BASED 

CONVENTIONS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This patent application is a continuation of US. 
patent application Ser. No. 12/536,249 ?led Aug. 5, 2009, 
Which is a continuation of US. patent application Ser. No. 
09/809,595 ?led Mar. 15, 2001 (noW issued US. Pat. No. 
7,590,688), Which is a continuation-in-part of International 
Application No. PCT/US99/31285, ?led Dec. 30, 1999, 
Which claims the bene?t of US. Provisional Application No. 
60/114,128, ?led Dec. 30, 1998, and US. Provisional Appli 
cation No. 60/114,396, ?led Dec. 31, 1998, the contents of 
Which are incorporated herein by reference in their entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of Invention 
[0003] The present invention relates to the ?eld of net 
Worked computer systems. Speci?cally, the present invention 
relates to the ?eld of sharing information in an Intemet-based 
convention system. 
[0004] 2. Description of the Related Art 
[0005] Convention, event, conference, trade shoW and 
meeting (“convention”) attendance for all parties involved 
(“clients”) is currently a costly, time-consuming process. 
Travel costs and the siZe of many conventions have made 
gathering of information at a convention a much less ef?cient 
process. For large conventions, there is a need for a systematic 
method of locating exhibitors and retrieving information. The 
Widespread availability of computers With graphics capabili 
ties and Internet connectivity makes it feasible to use them to 
simulate various aspects of a convention to augment or 
replace a visit to the physical conference location. 
[0006] Many attendees Would like to attend a convention 
through the convenience of the Internet and Web-broWser 
computers. Many professional meeting planners Working 
With associations or corporations Would like to set up and 
hold their conventions only on the Internet or to support or 
augment their venue-based conventions. And, many exhibi 
tor/ sponsors Would like to participate at a convention through 
the convenience of the Internet. 

[0007] Until noW, there has been no suitable Way to enable 
these three fundamental “clients” to participate With the full 
functions of the convention industry using the convenience of 
the Internet. The meeting planner client needs to perform the 
central processing functions to load and control their speci?c 
virtual convention, trade shoW or meeting. The exhibitor/ 
sponsor client needs to perform the processing functions to 
design, load and control their speci?c exhibits and sponsor 
orders related to conventions, trade shoWs or meetings that 
meet their speci?c marketing and participation criteria. 
Finally, an attendee client needs a Wide array of sensible 
convention functions including: convention selection, asso 
ciation selection, conference search, event search, shoW 
search, session and forum attendance and exhibit display 
visits. 

[0008] As of 1999, a variety of methods involving an 
attendee client vieWing exhibit booths in a virtual-only trade 
shoW or participating in a session and forum have been imple 
mented resembling an Intemet-based convention. Despite 
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these resemblances, signi?cant omissions Were determined 
upon revieWing these Websites and comparing methods in 
terms of the invention. 
[0009] One primary omission Was that all sites demon 
strated a single-speci?c convention situation (e.g., single 
association, single industry, single product classi?cation). No 
sites Were found offering a plurality of separate conventions, 
nor Were methods found to support multiple conventions. 
Further, the sites that offered a single-speci?c convention 
situation lacked the ability of alloWing a convention to be 
scheduled, organiZed, designed and/or conducted by a third 
party meeting planner. Still further, none of the prior art 
existing before the invention of the present application dis 
closes a method for conducting a convention on a central 
Website, by facilitating the exchange betWeen an attendee 
client and an administrator (e.g., a Website administrator, a 
meeting planner client, a computer programmer, a graphic 
designer, a softWare engineer, an application service provider, 
etc.). 
[0010] Another primary omission Was that all sites Were 
either solely “venue-based content convention” or solely 
“cyber-based content convention” in terms of any methods 
demonstrated. No combination “venue-With-cyber” methods 
Were demonstrated for alloWing the creation of a “virtual 
convention venue” for conventions that exist on the central 
Website server While concurrently supporting and augment 
ing a convention being held in a physical or venue-based 
center. 

[0011] Another primary omission Was that no methods 
Were demonstrated for meeting planner client services; it 
appeared that meeting and convention content information 
and support control, if any, Were pre-loaded WYSIWYG by a 
Webmaster/programmer. 
[0012] Another primary omission Was that no methods 
Were demonstrated for exhibitor/sponsor client services. It 
appeared that exhibit booth design, content and processing 
?oW, if any, Were again pre-loaded WYSIWYG or built by a 
Webmaster/programmer. Also, the important method pre 
sented in the invention of using exhibit booth panel siZes 
made up of advertising standard ad banner siZes Was not 
demonstrated. 
[0013] Fundamentally, the sites appeared to place overall 
design emphasis only on the trade shoW aspects and not the 
other important activities of the complete convention. 
Attendee client methods Were generally limited to simple 
listings and displays of exhibitor information. A Wide range 
of convention activity simulated With the program instruc 
tions and the databases presented in this invention Were miss 
ing from the sites revieWed. By Way of illustration, no 
attendee client methods Were demonstrated for call for 
papers, paper and proceedings presentations, membership 
signup, or board and committee messages. No attendee client 
methods Were demonstrated for searching a Wide range of 
sessions and forums by subjects or a certain speaker, or 
searching a plurality of conventions With extensive criteria. 
The exhibit content searches, When offered, Were very lim 
ited. 
[0014] A complete industry-standard convention includes 
not only trade shoW aspects of exhibitor booths, but also 
registration, sessions and forums, special events, sponsor rec 
ognition, call for papers, paper and proceedings presenta 
tions, general convention information, board and committee 
meetings, helpful maps, hotel support participants, CVB sup 
port participants, etc. And, three distinct and essential parties 
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are involved in the activities to hold a successful convention: 
1) the meeting planner client, Who de?nes, organizes, and sets 
it up; 2) the exhibitor/ sponsor client Who exhibits products or 
services, or sponsors the various aspects; and 3) the attendee 
client Who participates in the various functions. The robust 
activities of these three parties that make up a complete indus 
try-standard convention held in a virtual convention venue 
Were not demonstrated. Therefore, no altogether satisfactory 
method has heretofore been available for conducting multiple 
Internet-based conventions, events, conferences, trade shoWs 
and meetings. 
[0015] The most complete example of a single-speci?c 
convention site coupled With solely “venue-based content 
convention” Was the IAAM 1999 Annual Conference and 
Trade ShoW. IAAM 1999 Annual Conference and Trade 
ShoW, Internet address cyber-centre.com/98iaam, demon 
strated only WYSIWYG convention content information for 
a single-speci?c venue-based event. There Was a simple list of 
exhibitors With a solitary front-end booth lobby graphic With 
links to venue-based event information pages, but no exhibi 
tor/ sponsor client booths. No attendee client, meeting planner 
client or exhibitor/ sponsor client methods Were demon 
strated. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0016] The present invention advantageously ?lls the 
aforementioned de?ciency in the prior art by providing a 
method and system for conducting one or more Intemet 

based conventions, events, conferences, trade shoWs and 
meetings (“conventions”) including the meeting planner cli 
ents, exhibitor/sponsor clients and attendee clients, all using 
Web broWser computers and a central Website server on the 
Internet. The invention includes a method for conducting a 
convention by facilitating an exchange betWeen meeting 
planner clients and attendee clients. This exchange includes 
electronically storing convention content information at a 
central Website, receiving selections for convention content 
information from attendee clients, and releasing the conven 
tion content information to the attendee clients. The system 
receives and stores initial convention data, and control param 
eter rules from meeting planner clients. Then the system 
receives and stores exhibit booth display data and control 
parameter rules for said convention from exhibitor/sponsor 
clients. Based on search criteria provided by the participating 
attendee client, the central Website server releases stored 
database convention information and provides a Wide array of 
convention activity simulated With the program instructions 
and the databases. Thus, the system alloWs the creation of a 
“virtual convention venue” for conventions that exist only on 
the central Website server and available using the Internet. 
Additionally, the system supports and augments a convention 
being held in a physical or venue-based center (such as 
Moscone Center in San Francisco). 
[0017] The present invention is a computer system and a 
method for the use of computers for implementing an Inter 
net-based, virtual convention venue. The invention includes 
the computer implementation of functions associated With 
conventions, described here as “cyber” functions. These com 
puter-implemented functions included attendee control, data 
base capabilities for locating convention information, a cyber 
exhibit booth display system, cyber sessions and forums, 
cyber attendee pro?ler alerts, cyber meeting planner support 
system, and cyber exhibitor and sponsor support system, and 
procedures for making use of them via remote computers. 

Apr. 12, 2012 

[0018] The computer system implementation also alloWs 
the creation of cyber conventions that exist only virtually, 
based on the Internet. The computer system can also be imple 
mented to produce an on-line convention that is related to a 
convention occurring at a physical location, referred to here 
as a venue-based convention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0019] The accompanying draWings provide a further 
understanding of the invention and are incorporated in and 
constitute a part of this speci?cation. The draWings illustrate 
preferred embodiments of the invention, and, together With 
the description, serve to explain the principles of the inven 
tion. 
[0020] In the draWings: 
[0021] FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic overvieW of one 
embodiment of the present invention; 
[0022] FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of the central 
Website server of the system in accordance With the embodi 
ment in FIG. 1; 
[0023] FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of the virtual 
convention venue databases and relationships in accordance 
With the embodiment in FIG. 1; 
[0024] FIG. 4 illustrates a block diagram of the virtual 
convention venue program instructions in accordance With 
the embodiment in FIG. 1; 
[0025] FIG. 5 illustrates a sitemap ?oW diagram of the 
attendee client global searches and control program instruc 
tions in accordance With this invention; 
[0026] FIG. 6 illustrates a sitemap ?oW diagram of the 
cyber conventions With cyber exhibit booth display, and cyber 
sessions and forums-program instructions in accordance With 
this invention; 
[0027] FIGS. 7A-7B illustrate a sitemap ?oW diagram of 
venue-based conventions WITH cyber conventions With 
cyber exhibit booth display, and cyber sessions and forums 
program instructions in accordance With this invention; 
[0028] FIG. 8 illustrates a sitemap ?oW diagram of the 
meeting planner client support-pro gram instructions in accor 
dance With this invention; 
[0029] FIG. 9 illustrates a sitemap ?oW diagram of the 
exhibitor/sponsor client support-program instructions in 
accordance With this invention; and 
[0030] FIGS. 10A-10J illustrate 10 sample exhibit booth 
displays used in screen vieWs and made from common Inter 
net advertising ad banner siZes in accordance With this inven 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

System Structure 

[0031] FIG. 1 is an overall system block diagram illustrat 
ing a convention system 100 and presents a preferred embodi 
ment of the present invention. In this embodiment, a central 
Website server 200 is linked up over an Internet or a Web 104 
to one of three separate client types implemented as standard 
Web broWser computers: an attendee client 101, a meeting 
planner client 102, or an exhibitor/ sponsor client 103. A vir 
tual convention venue transaction, such as a Web page display 
or database search query, can be initiated by any one of the 
clients 101, 102, or 103 by means of a Web broWser computer. 
FIG. 1 illustrates the relationship of each type of client 101, 
102 and 103, and their respective computers, to the central 
Website server 200. The information required to implement 
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the transaction is passed between any one of the clients 101, 
102, or 103 through a Web browser computer, and the central 
Website server 200 until the transaction is complete. The 
central Website server 200 processes and keeps track of all 
transactions in the system. 
[0032] The overall virtual convention venue process nor 
mally begins With a meeting planner client 102 Who launches 
a standard Web broWser softWare program, such as Netscape 
Navigator® or Microsoft lntemet Explorer®, and establishes 
connection With the central Website server 200 across The 
Web 104. The central Website server 200 performs the central 
processing functions to load and control the speci?c virtual 
convention, trade shoW or meeting of meeting planner client 
102. Multiple meeting planner clients 102 are depicted in the 
diagram to represent an open-ended number of meeting plan 
ner clients and subsequent conventions, trade shoWs and 
meetings. The term “meeting planner client” is also used in a 
manner similar to current use in the convention industry to 
designate an individual (or association) that organizes and 
manages the convention, event, conference or trade shoW. 
[0033] Next, the exhibitor/ sponsor client 103 establishes 
connection With the central Website server 200 across The 
Web 104. The central Website server 200 performs the pro 
cessing functions to design, load and control the speci?c 
exhibits and sponsor orders related to speci?c virtual conven 
tions, trade shoWs or meetings of exhibitor/sponsor to client 
103. Multiple exhibitor/sponsor clients 103 are depicted in 
the diagram to represent an open-ended number of exhibitors 
and sponsors and subsequent exhibitor booths and advertis 
ing. The term “exhibitor/ sponsor client” is also used in a 
manner similar to current use in the convention industry to 
designate an individual or business organization that exhibits 
booths at a convention, event, conference or trade shoW; or, is 
a sponsor of such. 

[0034] Finally, an attendee client 101 establishes connec 
tion With the central Website server 200 across The Web 104. 
The central Website server 200 noW performs the functions of 
database query and page display processing including: con 
vention selection, association selection, conference search, 
events search, shoW search, session and forum attendance and 
exhibit display visits. Again, multiple attendee clients 101 are 
depicted in the diagram to represent an open-ended number of 
convention, trade shoW and meeting attendees. The term 
“attendee” is also used in a manner similar to current use in 
the convention industry to designate an individual that attends 
a convention, event, conference, or trade shoW. 
[0035] Alternatively, beginning With only the meeting 
planner client 102, the virtual convention venue process can 
also begin With either the meeting planner client 102 or an 
exhibitor/ sponsor client 103. 
[0036] FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of the central 
Website server 200 implemented as a standard computer ?le 
server capable of high-volume Web initiated transactions. As 
shoWn in FIG. 2, the central Website server includes a central 
processor unit or CPU 230, RAM 210, ROM 220, netWork 
interface 250, and data storage device 240. The data storage 
device 240 includes virtual convention venue databases 300, 
as Well as virtual convention venue program instructions 400 
for CPU 230. CPU 230 is connected to each of the computer 
elements of the central Website server 200. 

[0037] CPU 230 may comprise a conventional high-speed 
processor capable of executing program instructions to per 
form the functions described herein. Although the central 
Website server 200 is described as being implemented With a 

Apr. 12, 2012 

single CPU 230, in alternative embodiments the central Web 
site server 200 could be implemented With several processors 
operating in parallel or in series. Similarly, the other compo 
nents of the central Website server 200 could be expanded to 
handle larger volumes of Web-initiated transactions and 
accommodate several different communication protocols. 

[0038] The use of a CPU 230 in conjunction With ROM 
220, RAM 210, a data storage device 240 and netWork inter 
face 250 to The Web 104 is Well knoWn to those skilled in the 
art of computer ?le server Website design. 

[0039] FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of the virtual 
convention venue databases 300 and key record relationships 
including meeting planners database 310, exhibitors/spon 
sors database 320, booths database 330, attendees database 
340, conventions database 350, sessions and forums database 
360, convention and visitors bureau (“CVB”) hosts databases 
370, and paper presentations and proceedings database 380. 
The databases in venue databases 300 may be implemented as 
standard relational databases (such as Microsoft SQL 
Server7) capable of supporting searching and storing records 
With standard ?eld characteristics including alpha, numeric, 
alphanumeric, currency, yes/no, OLE object, hyperlink, as 
Well as multimedia information such as video data, movies, 
photographs, and audio data. 
[0040] The exhibitors/sponsors database 320 may include 
cross-referencing ?elds to booths database 330. This alloWs 
multiple booths for each exhibitor/ sponsor. Also, the exhibi 
tors/sponsors database 320 may include cross-referencing 
?elds to the conventions database 350. This alloWs for mul 
tiple exhibitors/ sponsors per convention and for an exhibitor/ 
sponsor to participate in multiple conventions. The sessions 
and forums database 360 may include cross-referencing 
?elds to the conventions database 350. This alloWs multiple 
sessions for each convention. The sessions and forums data 
base 360 also may include cross-referencing ?elds to the 
exhibitors/sponsors database 320. This alloWs multiple 
exhibitors/ sponsors to host or ?nance a convention session or 
sessions. The meeting planners database 310 may include 
cross-referencing ?elds to the conventions database 350; this 
alloWs multiple conventions for each meeting planner. The 
conventions and visitors bureau (“CVB”) hosts database 370 
may include cross-referencing ?elds to the conventions data 
base 350. This alloWs a CVB to host multiple conventions. 
The paper presentations and proceedings database 380 may 
include cross-referencing ?elds to the conventions database 
350. This alloWs multiple technical or professional papers to 
be presented and multiple meeting proceedings to be docu 
mented at a convention or meeting. Finally, the attendees 
database 340 may include cross-referencing ?elds to exhibi 
tors/sponsors database 320, conventions database 350, ses 
sions and forums database 360, and booths database 330. This 
alloWs tracking as Well as other types of searches related to the 
attendees. 

[0041] The use of relational databases in conjunction With 
Website computer program instructions is Well knoWn to 
those skilled in the art of computer programming. As noted 
above, the meeting planners database 310 may include cross 
referencing ?elds to the conventions database 350; this alloWs 
multiple conventions for each meeting planner. Also, the 
meeting planners database 310 may include ?elds concerning 
individual meeting planners such as account number, name/ 
address information, URL and e-mail information, pass 
Words, association logo and a keyWord array. 
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[0042] As noted above, the exhibitors/sponsors database 
320 may include cross-referencing ?elds to booths database 
330; this alloWs multiple booths for each exhibitor/ sponsor. 
Also, the exhibitors/ sponsors database 320 preferably 
includes cross-referencing ?elds to the conventions database 
350; this alloWs for multiple exhibitors/ sponsors per conven 
tion and for an exhibitor/ sponsor to participate in multiple 
conventions. Cross-referencing ?elds are also provided to the 
sessions and forums database 360 for sessions sponsored, and 
the attendees database 340 for attendees interested, vieWed 
exhibit or contacted. Also, the exhibitors/sponsors database 
320 may include ?elds concerning individual exhibitors/ 
sponsors such as name/address information, URL and e-mail 
information, passWords, exhibitor/ sponsor logo, exhibit page 
control, sponsor package, Welcome banners, session sponsor 
advertising information, and venue-based sWitch control. 
[0043] As noted above, the booths database 330 may 
include cross-referencing ?elds to the exhibitors/sponsors 
database 320; this alloWs multiple booths for each exhibitor/ 
sponsor. Also, the booths database 330 preferably includes 
cross-referencing ?elds to the attendees database 340 for 
attendees interested, vieWed exhibit or Wishing further infor 
mation. Also, the booths database 330 preferably includes 
cross-referencing ?elds to the conventions database 350 for 
the various conventions at Which the booth appears. The 
booths database 330 may include ?elds concerning booth 
design type, an array of panels making up the booth, and the 
booth processing ?oW control. Fields also include accounting 
control and related cost totals, descriptions, exhibit subject(s) 
and keyWord(s), exhibitor text, and venue-based sWitch con 
trol. 

[0044] The attendees database 340 may include cross-ref 
erencing ?elds to exhibitors/sponsors database 320ifor 
exhibitors and sponsors of interest, contacted and booth 
vieWed. Cross-referencing ?elds are also provided to the con 
ventions database 350ifor speci?c convention registrations, 
previous attendance and interests. Cross-referencing ?elds 
are also provided to the sessions and forums database 360* 
for speci?c session and forum registrations, previous atten 
dance and interests. Cross-referencing ?elds are also pro 
vided to the booths database 330ifor speci?c booth interest 
and attendance. Fields also include name/address informa 
tion, e-mail information, passWords, attendance package con 
trol, venue-based sWitch control, paid convention accounting 
control array, credit card information, interest codes array, 
and association af?liations array. 
[0045] The conventions database 350 is at the heart of the 
invention. Cross-referencing ?elds are provided to the meet 
ing planners database 310 tying in the speci?c convention to 
the meeting planner ho sting and controlling the event. Cross 
referencing ?elds are provided to the exhibitors/sponsors 
database 320, tying in all related exhibitors and sponsors. 
Cross-referencing ?elds are provided to the booths database 
330, tying the booths to the convention. Cross-referencing 
?elds are provided to the attendees database 340, tying in the 
attendees. Cross-referencing ?elds are provided to the ses 
sions and forums database 360 and CVB hosts database 370, 
tying the sessions and CVBs respectively. Finally, cross-ref 
erencing ?elds are provided to the paper presentations and 
proceedings database 380, tying in the multiple papers and 
proceedings, as appropriate. Fields also include convention 
content information such as: 

[0046] convention name, convention type including 
standard convention, conference, event, or trade shoW; 
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[0047] conference name; 
[0048] event name; 
[0049] trade shoW name; 
[0050] convention dates (virtual- and venue-based); 
[0051] convention theme; 
[0052] association name; 
[0053] association acronym; 
[0054] association subjects; 
[0055] Welcome message; 
[0056] convention overvieW; 
[0057] convention logo; 
[0058] convention registration fees; 
[0059] exhibitor/sponsor client registration edit criteria 

control parameters; 
[0060] exhibitor/sponsor client booth criteria control 

parameters; 
[0061] attendee client registration edit criteria control 

parameters; 
[0062] sessions and forums processing ?oW control 

parameters; 
[0063] call for papers processing ?oW control param 

eters; 
[0064] 

eters; 
[0065] 
[0066] 
[0067] 

[0068] 
[0069] 

cyber broadcast processing ?oW control param 

potential exhibitor and sponsor contacts; 
convention phone number; 
convention fax number; 

board and committee messages/reports; 
program plug-ins and doWnloads; 

[0070] convention URL address; and, 
[0071] convention e-mail address. 

[0072] Further ?elds in conventions database 350 differen 
tiated for the convention parameter type equal to “venue 
With-cyber” include: 

[0073] venue-based name and address information; 
[0074] venue-based pictures; 
[0075] venue-based registration information; 
[0076] venue-based registration fees; 
[0077] venue-based exhibitor ?oor maps; 
[0078] geographic location; 
[0079] recommended dress; 
[0080] average temperatures at the venue-based destina 

tion; 
[0081] direction information for boards and committees; 
[0082] housing bureau involvement and program link 

control With URL links; 
[0083] hotel participants and accommodations With 
URL links; 

[0084] travel arrangements With URL links; 
[0085] convention and visitor bureau (“CVB”) partici 

pants With URL links; 
[0086] rental car transportation With URL links; 
[0087] venue-based destination parking With URL links; 

and, 
[0088] sponsors list With URL links. 

[0089] As noted above, the sessions and forums database 
360 may include cross-referencing ?elds to the conventions 
database 350, alloWing multiple sessions and forums for each 
convention, tied to the said convention. This tie to the con 
vention also provides a cross-link tie to the paper presenta 
tions and proceedings database 380, and subsequent informa 
tion such as individual papers presented and session and 
forum proceedings. Further, the sessions and forums database 
360 includes cross-referencing ?elds to the exhibitors/spon 
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sors database 320 allowing multiple exhibitors and sponsors 
to host or ?nance a session or sessions. As described above, 
the sessions and forums database 360 also has cross-referenc 
ing ?elds to the attendees database 340 for the multiple 
attendees attending each session or forum. Further ?elds in 
the sessions and forums database 360 include speaker name, 
session or forum name, subject(s), sponsor copy words, ses 
sion or forum copy words, dates/times, special fees, handout 
materials, audio-visual notes, multimedia control, and pre 
senter. Further ?elds in the sessions and forums database 360 
differentiated for the convention parameter type equal to 
“venue-with-cyber” include venue-based ?oor maps of the 
sessions and forums. 

[0090] As noted above, the convention and visitors bureau 
(“CVB”) hosts database 370 may include cross-referencing 
?elds to the conventions database 350 allowing a CVB to host 
multiple conventions. Fields in the CVB database 370 include 
CVB name/address-type information, URL and e-mail 
addresses, special banner or other advertising. 
[0091] As noted above, the paper presentations and pro 
ceedings database 380 may include cross-referencing ?elds 
to the conventions database 350 allowing multiple technical 
or professional papers to be presented and multiple meeting 
proceedings to be documented at a convention or meeting. 
Further ?elds in the paper presentations and proceedings 
database 380 include author, URL and e-mail addresses, aca 
demic a?iliation, keywords, abstracts, paper title, summary, 
paper text detail, ?gures, audio-visual notes, and multimedia 
control. 
[0092] FIG. 4 illustrates a block diagram of the virtual 
convention venue website program instructions 400. CPU 
230 (FIG. 2) is programmed with program instructions 400 
using standard website programming languages such as 
HTML, CFML, Javascript, or CSS, and executes various 
functions described in connection with FIGS. 5-9. These 
program instructions 400 can comprise, but are not limited to, 
?ow control, web page display or a search query to the virtual 
convention venue databases 300 initiated by any one of the 
clients 101, 102, or 103 by way of web browser computers, to 
which information is transmitted in response. The use of 
program instructions 400 in conjunction with relational data 
bases 300 on a central website server 200 is well known to 
those skilled in the art of computer programming and website 
design. These program instructions 400 comprise the infor 
mation input, processing and output procedures including but 
not limited to receiving queries, control parameters and con 
tent information from any of the three client types, processing 
in terms of differentiating and storing the information, and 
releasing appropriate and formatted information. Described 
in simplest terms, the attendee client global searches and 
control program instructions 500 on the central website 
server 200 assists the attendee client 101 in determining what 
conventions are appropriate for their participation, “register 
ing” and “attending” a convention in the virtual convention 
venue databases 300. The term “attendee” is also used in a 
manner similar to current use in the convention industry to 
designate an individual that attends a convention, event, con 
ference, or trade show. The attendee client global searches 
and control program instructions 500 are described in greater 
detail in connection with FIG. 5. 

[0093] The meeting planner client support program instruc 
tions 800 on the central website server 200 assists the meeting 
planner client 102 in setting up, organiZing, and controlling a 
convention in the virtual convention venue databases 300 
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linked up over The Web 104. The meeting planner client 
support program instructions 800 are described in greater 
detail in connection with FIG. 8. 
[0094] Similarly, the exhibitor/sponsor client support pro 
gram instructions 900 on the central website server 200 assist 
the exhibitor/ sponsor client 103 in determining what conven 
tions are appropriate for their participation, and in ordering 
and setting up a booth (or booths) and sponsorship at a con 
vention in the virtual convention venue databases 300. The 
exhibitor/ sponsor client support program instructions 900 are 
described in greater detail in connection with FIG. 9. 
[0095] The attendee client global searches and control pro 
gram instructions 500 on the central website server 200 
assists the attendee client 101 in determining what conven 
tions are appropriate for their participation, “registering” and 
“attending” a convention in the virtual convention venue 
databases 300. The attendee client global searches and con 
trol program instructions 500 are described in greater detail in 
connection with FIG. 5. 
[0096] Block 600 in FIG. 4 illustrates the program instruc 
tions on the central website server 200 associated with ?ow 
control, web page display or query to the virtual convention 
venue databases 300 with respect to a 100% “cyber-based” 
convention. The computer system implementation allows the 
creation of cyber conventions that exist only in virtual reality, 
based on the lntemet. It is important to note that the program 
instructions 600 may be con?gured to execute only IF the 
convention de?ned in conventions database 350 is only 100% 
cyber-based e.g., not a convention also being held in a physi 
cal (venue-based) center such as The Moscone Center in San 
Francisco (venue-based convention). The attendee client 101 
now has a wide array of convention activity simulated with 
the program instructions and the databases. These activities 
are described in greater detail in connection with FIG. 6. 
[0097] Block 700 on FIG. 4 illustrates the program instruc 
tions on the central website server 200 associated with ?ow 
control, web page display or query to the virtual convention 
venue databases 300 with respect to a “cyber-based” conven 
tion augmenting a venue-based convention. The computer 
system implementation allows the creation of a cyber con 
vention available to attendees at any time before, during, or 
after a venue-based convention. Again, the program instruc 
tions 700 may be con?gured to execute with or in support of 
a venue-based convention. The attendee client 101 has a wide 
array of activity simulated with the program instructions and 
the databases. These activities are described in greater detail 
in connection with FIG. 7. 

System Operation 

[0098] The operation of system 100 is now further 
described in connection with the sitemap ?ow diagrams 
shown in FIGS. 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 and reference the sample 
exhibit booth displays shown in FIGS. 10A-10J. The use of 
sitemap ?ow diagrams in conjunction with website computer 
program instructions is well known to those skilled in the art 
of computer programming. 
[0099] System 100, through the computer programs 400 
described below and the interaction with the virtual conven 
tion venue databases 300 on the central website server 200, 
provides the method and apparatus for conducting multiple 
Internet-based conventions. Because of modern relational 
database storage capabilities and the database design pre 
sented herein, it is important to note that the invention accom 
modates, simultaneously, a number of conventions, meeting 
























