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(57) ABSTRACT 

One method involves the use of stored value account that may 
be used, for example, to make internet payments, and that can 
be credited using a variety of payment techniques. Such a 
method involves receiving money at a money transfer loca 
tion from a potential purchaser. The money is then stored as 
an electronic record in a stored value account of the purchaser. 
This money is then available for transfer at the request of the 
purchaser. Upon such a request, the money may be electroni 
cally sent to a recipient and the stored value account may be 
debited. 
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS OF 
INTRODUCING AND RECEIVING 

INFORMATION ACROSS A COMPUTER 
NETWORK 

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a divisional application and 
claims the bene?t of US. patent application Ser. No. 10/ 855, 
666, ?led May 26, 2004, entitled “SYSTEMS AND METH 
ODS OF INTRODUCING AND RECEIVING INFORMA 
TION ACROSS A COMPUTER NETWORK,” Which Was a 
continuation of US. Pat. No. 6,814,282, issued on Nov. 9, 
2004, ?led Jan. 4, 2002, entitled “SYSTEMS AND METH 
ODS OF INTRODUCING AND RECEIVING INFORMA 
TION ACROSS A COMPUTER NETWORK,” Which Was a 
continuation in part of US. Pat. No. 6,488,203, issued on 
Dec. 3, 2002, ?led Oct. 26, 1999; abandoned US. patent 
application Ser. No. 09/975,171, ?led Oct. 10, 2001, entitled 
“METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR PERFORMING MONEY 
TRANSACTIONS;” and US. Pat. No. 7,617,157, issued 
Nov. 10, 2009, ?led Jan. 3, 2002, entitled “METHODS FOR 
RECEIVING ELECTRONICALLY TRANSFERRED 
FUNDS USING AN AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINE,” 
the complete disclosures of Which are herein incorporated by 
reference, as if fully set forth herein, for all purposes. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to computer 
implemented transfer systems including systems and meth 
ods for introducing information to and receiving information 
from a computer-implemented transfer system. More speci? 
cally, the invention relates to transferring value and/or mes 
sages associated With the value via a computer-implemented 
transfer system. 
[0003] Various mechanisms exist for transferring informa 
tion across a computer netWork. For example, email may be 
sent from one person to another across a computer netWork or 
money may be transferred across a computer netWork from 
one account to another. HoWever, each of the existing transfer 
mechanisms require both a sender and a receiver involved in 
the transfer to have access to a common transfer medium. 

Thus, as an example, to transfer information across an email 
system both the sender and receiver must have access to an 
email account. Similarly, to transfer money from one account 
to another both the receiver and the sender must have acces 
sible accounts. In many instances, the receiver and the sender 
do not have access to common systems and therefor must use 
alternative means to transfer information including, for 
example, the United States postal system. 
[0004] Furthermore, even Where both the receiver and the 
sender share access to a common transfer medium, use of the 
medium is often cumbersome causing senders to use alterna 
tive means to transfer information and/ or value. For example, 
a business and its suppliers may both have bank accounts 
making a money transfer possible, hoWever, it is typical for a 
business to issue checks and send them through the United 
States postal service to pay the suppliers. 
[0005] Thus, there exists a need in the art to increase acces 
sibility to provide increased access to computer-implemented 
transfer systems and reduce the cumbersome nature of such 
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transfer systems. These and other de?ciencies in the prior art 
are addressed by the present invention. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The invention provides a Wide variety of money 
transfer systems, components of such money transfer sys 
tems, and methods for electronically transferring money. 
Broadly speaking, the inventionperrnits money to be received 
in some form and then electronically transferred to another 
location Where it is available for pickup. A Wide variety of 
systems and techniques may be used to access the money 
transfer system, to provide the money to the money transfer 
system to transfer the money, and to pay out the transferred 
money to a recipient. 
[0007] For example, the money transfer system may be 
accessed by Walking into a money transfer or provider loca 
tion and tendering payment, using a telephone to contact an 
IVR system or a customer service representative, over the 
Internet using any type of device capable of communicating 
over the Internet, including personal computers, cell phones 
With broWsers, PDAs and the like. Conveniently, payment 
may be tendered in cash, by credit card, debit card, stored 
value cards, including smart cards, using an Automated 
Clearing House (ACH) transfer from a bank account, using a 
cash card that is presentable at a provider terminal or point of 
sale device to receive cash, and the like. The recipient may be 
paid by cash, check, by crediting a bank account, crediting of 
a stored value card, and the like. Further various payment 
techniques may be used, such as in person at a money transfer 
location (i.e. an entity Working on behalf of a ?nancial insti 
tution to transfer funds), by an ACH transfer to a bank 
account, by a Fed Wire to a bank account, usingATMs, kiosks, 
stored value cards, automated check printers, and the like. 
[0008] One particular method involves the use of stored 
value account that may be used, for example, to make intemet 
payments, and that can be credited using a variety of payment 
techniques. Such a method involves receiving money at a 
money transfer location from a potential purchaser. The 
money is then stored as an electronic record in a stored value 
account of the purchaser. This money is then available for 
transfer at the request of the purchaser. Upon such a request, 
the money may be electronically sent to a recipient and the 
stored value account may be debited. 
[0009] For example, the money transfer location may 
include a device that is communicable With a host computer 
so that the stored value account may be stored in the host 
computer. The purchaser may then make the request to trans 
fer money using any type of computer that may communicate 
With a server computer over the Internet. In this Way, a pur 
chaser Who Wishes not to provide ?nancial information over 
the Internet may create a stored value account using tradi 
tional techniques, such as making a cash payment at a money 
transfer location. These funds are then available to be used 
over the Internet Without disclosing ?nancial information. 
[0010] By permitting funds to be received at a money trans 
fer location, a variety of payment types may be used. For 
example, payments may be made by cash, checks, credit 
cards, debit cards, and the like. 
[001 1] The invention provides another method for transfer 
ring money from a sender to a recipient While permitting the 
recipient to receive the money in a variety of payment forms 
and/or at different times. According to the method, money is 
received from the sender (e.g., at a money transfer location) 
along With information on the recipient that is to receive the 
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money. An electronic record of the money and the intended 
recipient is created, and the recipient is provided With various 
payment options for receiving the money. The recipient then 
requests payment using one or more of the payment options, 
and payment is made according to the requested payment 
option. An electronic record of the payment is also created. 

[0012] Examples of payment options include a cashpick up 
at a provider location, a hand delivery to the recipient in cash, 
a hand delivery to the recipient in a money order, a crediting 
of an account of the recipient, a debit or stored value card, and 
the like. Further, the request to receive the payment may be 
made in a variety of Ways, such as by a telephone request, by 
a computer request over a netWork, by a letter, by an in-person 
visit, by a voice response unit request, by a personal digital 
assistant request, and the like. 

[0013] In one aspect, the card comprises a closed-loop debit 
card. Such a debit card may be used at any location that is 
con?gured to accept such a card. For example, the debit card 
may comprise an anonymous debit card, eg one associated 
With MasterCard, VISA, Discover, and the like, that is initial 
iZed When the request for payment by the recipient is made. 
As another example, the debit card may comprise a stored 
value card that is loaded With a record of the value upon 
request for payment by the recipient. As a further example, 
the debit card may comprise a phone card or an internet cash 
card. These cards may be loaded With phone minutes or other 
value as payment to the recipient. 

[0014] When issuing a card at the time of payment, the 
debit card may be initialiZed using a point of sale device to 
associate an account of the debit card With the electronic 
record of the money. As an alternative, a receipt may be 
printed With a point of sale device that has account informa 
tion that is associated With the electronic record of the money. 
In some cases, the receipt may be used in place of the debit 
card. For example, the receipt may include an identi?er that 
may be used When making internet purchases. As another 
example, the receipt may comprise a sticker having the 
account information that is placed onto a debit card. 

[0015] The transferred money may be deposited into a Wide 
variety of accounts. For example, the money may be trans 
ferred into a bank account of the recipient upon presentment 
of an account number or a MICR number from a check of the 

recipient. As another example, the money may be deposited 
into an on-line funds account, such as an on-line money 
transfer account, an on-line bank account, an on-line invest 
ment account, an on-line auction account, and the like. As a 
further example, the money may be transferred into a bank 
account of the recipient by providing a debit card and per 
forming a reverse or return transaction using a point of sale 
device. As yet another example, the recipient may receiver a 
sender key and a con?rmation code from the sender. This 
information may be input into an appropriate ATM or kiosk 
device to receive the transferred money. 

[0016] When using a point of sale device to pay to accounts 
using an account number, a variety of equipment may be used. 
For example, the account information may be obtained from 
a MICR reader that reads a MICR line from a check of the 
recipient, a mag stripe card reader that reads a mag stripe from 
a card of the recipient, a keypad that permits manual entry of 
the account information, an OCR scanner or imager that reads 
the account from a statement of the recipient, a biometrics 
device that identi?es a pre-registered recipient Who is tied to 
the account, and the like. 
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[0017] In one aspect, the recipient may be provided With a 
list of fees associated With each type of payment option. Such 
a method also alloWs for the splitting of transaction costs 
betWeen the sender and the recipient. For example, the sender 
may pay all or part of the transaction fees and the recipient 
may pay all or part of the transaction fees in any proportion. 
Further, the payment of transaction fees may be decided 
solely by the sender, by the recipient, or by mutual agreement. 
[0018] The recipient may also be provided With the option 
of receiving portions of the money at different times. In this 
Way, the recipient does not need to pick up the transferred 
money at a single time. If the recipient requests payment of 
the money at multiple times, an electronic record may be 
made for each partial payment. Further, transaction fees may 
be deducted each time a partial payment is made. 
[0019] Conveniently, the recipient may be sent a message 
With the payment options. This message may be an e-mail, a 
letter, a telephone call, a facsimile, a telegram, or the like. 
[0020] In a further embodiment, the invention provides a 
method for transferring money from a sender to a recipient by 
receiving money from the sender along With information on 
the recipient that is to receive the money. The sender also 
indicates that the money is to be stored on a stored value card. 
An electronic record of the money and the intended recipient 
is also created. When ready to receive the money, the recipient 
makes a request, and a stored value card is generated having 
the value of the money. An electronic record of the payment is 
also electronically stored. 
[0021] These and other embodiments of the present inven 
tion are described in more detail in conjunction With the text 
beloW and attached ?gures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0022] A more complete understanding of the present 
invention may be derived by referring to the detailed descrip 
tion and claims When considered in connection the ?gures, 
Wherein like reference numbers refer to similar items 
throughout the ?gures, and: 
[0023] FIG. 1A illustrates an embodiment of a transfer 
netWork including input and output mechanisms according to 
the present invention. 
[0024] FIG. 1B illustrates an interface system of the net 
Work of FIG. 1A. 
[0025] FIG. 1C illustrates the input mechanisms of the 
netWork of FIG. 1A. 
[0026] FIG. 1D illustrates an ATM netWork included in the 
netWork of FIG. 1A. 
[0027] FIG. 2 illustrates an alternative embodiment of a 
transfer netWork according to the invention. 
[0028] FIG. 3 is a How chart illustrating one method for 
transferring money using a stored value account according to 
the invention. 
[0029] FIG. 4 is a How chart illustrating one method for 
transferring money using various payment types and times 
according to the invention. 
[0030] FIG. 5 is a How chart illustrating one method for 
staging a money transfer transaction according to the inven 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0031] The invention provides various equipment and tech 
niques for moving money. The invention permits money to be 
received in some form and then electronically transferred to 
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another location Where it available for pickup or further pro 
cessing. In order to make a money transfer transaction, an 
interface With the money transfer system is needed. Accord 
ingly, a Wide variety of interfaces may be used to access the 
money transfer system. For example, the money transfer sys 
tem may be accessed by Walking into a money transfer or 
provider location and tendering payment, using a telephone to 
contact an IVR system or a customer service representative, 
over the Internet using any type of device capable of commu 
nicating over the Internet, including personal computers, cell 
phones With broWsers, PDAs and the like. These interfaces 
may be accessed by both the sender and the recipient. 
[0032] The invention further permits a Wide variety of pay 
ment instruments to be used to tender payment. For instance, 
payment may be tendered in cash, by credit card, debit card, 
stored value cards, including smart cards, using anAutomated 
Clearing House (ACH) transfer from a bank account, using a 
cash card, and the like. Similarly, a Wide variety of payment 
techniques may be used once the money has been transferred. 
For instance, the recipient may be paid by cash, by check, by 
money order, by crediting a bank account, by crediting a 
stored value card or stored value record, and the like. Further 
various payment techniques may be used to provide the 
recipient With the money. These include permitting the recipi 
ent to personally receive the money at a money transfer loca 
tion, by an ACH transfer to a bank account, by a Fed Wire to 
a bank account, using ATMs, kiosks, stored value cards, auto 
mated check printers, and the like. 
[0033] Various combinations of the above may be practiced 
according to the invention. For example, any of the access 
methods may be used With any of methods for tendering of 
payment or receiving payment. Further, any of the above may 
be used With any of the payment devices. 
[0034] Moreover, a recipient may be used to access the 
system in order to request money from one or more senders. 

[0035] Referring to FIG. 1A, one embodiment of a transfer 
system 100 according to the present invention is described. 
Transfer system 100 is comprised of an interface system 125, 
an automatic teller system (“ATM”) system 145, a deposit 
maintenance netWork 150, a credit maintenance netWork 160 
and a central exchange 170. Interface system 125 is commu 
nicably coupled to ATM system 145 via anATM netWork 140, 
deposit maintenance netWork 150 and credit maintenance 
netWork 160. In general, interface system 125 uni?es a vari 
ety of transfer systems While supporting a variety of mecha 
nisms for introducing and receiving information to and/or 
from transfer system 100. 
[0036] Interface system 125 is described in greater detail 
hereinafter With respect to FIGS. 1B and 1C, and generally 
comprises an interface exchange 130, a provider terminal 110 
and a user terminal 112 in communication via an interface 
netWork 120. Interface netWork 120 provides message based 
communications betWeen provider terminal 11 0 and user ter 
minal 112 and interface exchange 130. In alternative embodi 
ments, interface netWork 120 provides for communication 
betWeen provider terminal 1 10 or user terminal 1 12 and inter 
face exchange 130, but not betWeen provider terminal 110 
and user terminal 112. In some embodiments, interface net 
Work 120 comprises a TCP/IP compliant virtual private net 
Work (V PN). HoWever, it should recogniZed that other com 
munication netWorks could be used to provide similar 
functionality. For example, interface netWork 120 could be 
the Internet, a local area netWork (LAN), a Wide area netWork 
(WAN), a telephone netWork, a cellular telephone netWork, a 
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virtual private netWork (VPN), an optical netWork, a Wireless 
netWork, or any other similar communication netWork. 

[0037] Referring to FIG. 1B, interface system 125 is 
described in greater detail. Interface system 125 provides 
access into transfer system 100 and permits a Wide variety of 
payment instruments to be used to receive payments. For 
example, money to transfer may be made by presenting cash, 
checks, stored value cards, credit cards, debit cards, cash 
cards, by an ACH transfer from a bank account, and the like. 
To accommodate such payment instruments and types, vari 
ous input devices 126, such as terminals or interfaces may be 
used. For example, a local provider terminal 110a may be 
used to accept cash, credit cards, checks, debit cards, stored 
value cards and smart cards. Such terminals may also be used 
at the payout end to print a check or money order, or to credit 
a cash card or stored value card. Examples of such terminals 
are described in copending US. application Ser. No. 09/634, 
901, entitled “POINT OF SALE PAYMENT SYSTEM,” ?led 
Aug. 9, 2000 by Randy J. Templeton et al., Which is a non 
provisional of US. Prov. Appl. No. 60/147,899, entitled 
“INTEGRATED POINT OF SALE DEVICE,” ?led Aug. 9, 
1999 by Randy Templeton et al, the complete disclosures of 
Which are herein incorporated by reference. 
[0038] A kiosk terminal 110!) may also be used and Will be 
described With reference to FIG. 1C. In so doing, it Will be 
appreciated that terminal 110!) may be used to make pay 
ments to a recipient as Well as to receive money from a sender. 
Terminal 1101) includes a controller 200 that communicates 
With various devices such as a computer 202, a PDA port 204, 
a telephone 206, a card reader 208, a card Writer 210, a card 
issuer 212, a message issuer 214, a cash issuer 216, and a 
check printer 218. Terminal 1101) may include some or all of 
these devices. Computer 202 may include standard computer 
components as is knoWn in the art, such as a screen display, 
one or more input devices, such as a keyboard, a pointing 
device, a touch screen, a speaker for voice recognition, and 
the like. In this Way, various information regarding the money 
transfer may be input into the transfer system. Computer 202 
may communicate With interface netWork 120 using a variety 
of communication techniques including via an intemet inter 
face 11211, a dedicated telephone line, and the like. Conve 
niently, computer 202 may include a Web broWser to produce 
Web pages as is knoWn in the art. Hence, With computer 202 
a user may input the payment type, such as a credit or debit 
card number, stored value account information, loyalty pro 
gram account information, and the like, along With informa 
tion on the recipient. This information may then be processed 
by interface exchange 130 to complete the transaction. 
[0039] PDA port 204 permits a PDA device to be coupled to 
terminal 11019. In this Way, a transfer may be made directly 
from the sender’s PDA Which may conveniently be pre-pro 
grammed With various information relating to the transaction, 
such as account numbers, information on the recipient, and 
the like. In this Way, transactions may be made in a manner 
similar to that using computer 202, but With the sender’s 
personal PDA device. If needed, controller 200 may commu 
nicate With a PDA interface 112!) in order to communicate 
With interface netWork 120. 

[0040] Telephone 206 permits transactions to be staged by 
voice. For example, by using a telephone interface 1120, 
various aspects of the transfer transaction may be given over 
telephone 206. For example, telephone 206 may be used to 
call a customer service representative to have a transaction 
staged. The sender may then receive a transaction number that 
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may be given to a provider When presenting the money to 
transfer. The provider may use this number to access the 
staged information, thereby speeding up the transaction. 
Alternatively, such a transaction may be accessed at computer 
202 by inserting the number to permit the staged transaction 
information to be accessed. Payment information may then be 
obtained at kiosk 200, such as by inserting cash, a check, a 
credit, debit or smart card, or the like into an appropriate 
reader. As an alternative to using a customer service provider, 
the transaction information may be entered using an IVR 
system that records the information and submits it to interface 
netWork 120. 
[0041] Telephone interface 1120 may also be used to permit 
cell phone users to access the transfer system. In this Way, cell 
phone minutes or other stored values associated With the cell 
phone may be transferred using system 100. Further, tele 
phone interface 112c permits money to be WithdraWn from 
the transfer system. For example, a phone may be used to 
make a request to have money WithdraWn from a bank 
account, credit card account, stored value accept, or the like. 
This may be done by calling the bank account or credit card 
organiZation directly and requesting a WithdraWal at a given 
location. The bank or credit organiZation may then contact 
interface exchange 130 to make the funds available at the 
requested location, such as at a local provider terminal. 
[0042] As another example, a cell phone may be used to 
access a point of sale device, kiosk, local provider terminal or 
the like using a telephone interface of one of those devices. A 
request may then be made to interface exchange 130 for the 
funds. A value or foreign currency conversion may be per 
formed by interface exchange 130 as described herein and an 
authoriZation may be sent back to the location Where the 
request Was made to payout the funds. 
[0043] In this Way, a person in a foreign country may easily 
access cash by simply locating a provider, kiosk or the like, 
using a cell phone to request money, and then receiving the 
payment in the local currency. Optionally, a veri?cation step 
may be required, such as by requesting the entry of a PIN to 
ensure the correct recipient is receiving the money. 
[0044] Card reader 208 may be used to enter a variety of 
information. For example, a sender may have a card With 
various pre-stored transaction information, such as the send 
er’s name, identi?cation number, payment instruments, and 
the like. These may be used to populate a transaction screen 
on kiosk 1101). Card reader 208 may also be used to read 
information from credit, debit, smart and stored value cards. 
In this Way, a sender may provide the system With the money 
or value to transfer simply by inserting the card With the 
desired account information into card reader 208. Further, 
reader 208 may be used to read information from an ID or 
payment card of a recipient Who is to receive a transferred 
value. 
[0045] Card Writer 210 permits information to be encoded 
and stored on a variety of cards. For example, information on 
each transaction may be stored on a customer card of the 
sender. Card Writer 210 may also be useful When the kiosk 
serves to pay money or value to a recipient. For example, 
Writer 210 may be used to add value to a stored value or smart 
card ofa recipient. 
[0046] In some cases, cards may be issued to either a sender 
or a recipient using card issuer 212. For example, a customer 
card may be issued to a sender Who registers With the system. 
Card issuer 212 may also be used to issue cards When making 
payments to recipients. For example, card issuer 212 may 
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issue stored value cards, smart cards, cash cards and the like. 
These may be used at other kiosks or ATMs to WithdraW the 
transferred money or value. 

[0047] Message issuer 214 permits a message transmitted 
from a sender to be provided to a recipient. Message issuer 
214 may be used to produce the message on a display screen 
of computer 202 or to print the message Which is dispensed to 
the recipient. 
[0048] Cash issuer 216 is used to dispense cash to a recipi 
ent. In this Way, a recipient may receive a cash payout from a 
kiosk Which has been sent from a sender using any of the 
techniques described herein. The cash payout may be made 
once the recipient is properly identi?ed, such as by inserting 
a customer card into card reader 208 and optionally by enter 
ing a PIN. Cash payouts may also be made by inserting a card 
having a stored value that is stored Within interface exchange 
130. In this Way, once a recipient that has been issued a stored 
value card, the recipient may take that card to any kiosk for 
partial or full payment. Further, conversions may be made 
When making the WithdraWal. For example, a recipient may 
have a stored value card With cell phone minutes, and may 
request that these be converted to cash. Also, foreign currency 
conversions may be made. Such a transaction is facilitated by 
interface exchange 130 as described herein. 
[0049] A sender may also access the money transfer system 
using his or her oWn communication devices. For example, by 
using an intemet interface 112a, transfer system 100 may be 
accessed by any type of computer that is capable of accessing 
the internet. Information on the payment instrument or type 
may then be communicated to transfer system 100 through 
the internet. Such payment instruments or types include credit 
cards, debit cards, stored value cards, cash cards, ACH bank 
transfer information, and the like. As another example, a PDA 
interface 112!) may be used to permit PDA devices to com 
municate With transfer system 100. Similar payment instru 
ments and payment types may also be presented using PDA 
interface 1121). Another example is through a telephone inter 
face 112c. In this Way, communications may be made over the 
telephone, to a customer service representative, through an 
IVR system, and the like. Similar to the other interfaces, a 
Wide variety of payment instruments and types may be com 
municated into the system through this interface, including 
credit cards, debit cards, stored value cards, cash cards, ACH 
bank transfer information, and the like. 
[0050] After passing through interface netWork 120, the 
information regarding the transfer is sent to interface 
exchange 130 that has a netWork processor 132 to process the 
data. This is then sent to a host 133 that may communicate 
With a value translator 135, a database 136, a settlement 
engine 137 and a messaging engine 138 that in turn may 
communicate to a message translator 139. The information 
received by interface exchange 130 may include information 
on the sender, information on the recipient, the type and 
amount of payment, a desired location to transfer the money, 
and the like. In some cases, a value translator 135 may be 
needed to change the type of value. For example, value trans 
lator 135 may do a foreign currency conversion, or may 
transfer from one type of value to another, e. g. frequent ?ier 
miles to dollars. All information that is processed may con 
veniently be stored in database 36. 
[0051] Settlement engine 137 may be used to facilitate the 
crediting and debiting of various accounts during a transfer. 
For example, if a sender requests that funds from a credit card 
account be used in the transfer, settlement engine 137 is used 
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to contact the credit network to charge the card and to manage 
the fees involved in the transaction. Such fees may be those 
charged by the credit organiZation as Well as internal fees that 
are a part of the money transfer transaction. Settlement engine 
137 may be used in a similar manner When crediting or 
debiting checking accounts, stored value accounts, customer 
loyalty points and the like. 
[0052] In some cases, the sender may also Wish to send a 
message With the money. Such a message may be a simple 
greeting, business or legal terms, and the like. Messaging 
engine 138 is employed to convert the message to the proper 
format depending on the type of output device that is to be 
used With receiving the money. For example, the output 
device may be a printer that physically prints the message 
onto some type of media. Alternatively, the message may be 
temporarily displayed on a display screen, such as on a kiosk, 
ATM machine, point of sale device, an e-mail, a Web page or 
the like. The sender or recipient may also indicate that the 
message needs to be translated to a different language. In such 
cases, message translator 139 may be used to translate the 
message into the other language. This may be accomplished 
by simply doing a Word look up for each corresponding Word 
in the other language. More complex language translation 
capabilities may also be used. 
[0053] Once the transfer request is properly processed, it is 
sent by a sWitch 134 to the appropriate netWork as shoWn. 
This may be to ATM netWork 140, deposit maintenance net 
Work 150 and/or credit maintenance netWork 160 to complete 
the transaction. As described hereinafter, in some cases the 
entire money transaction may occur Without assistance from 
any of these netWorks, such as When transferring money 
betWeen one stored value account and another. Optionally, the 
transaction may also make use of central exchange 170 Which 
may comprises the Federal Reserve System, an association of 
banks, such as NACHA, a cell phone netWork, or the like. 
[0054] With such a con?guration, a Wide variety of pay 
ment options are possible. For instance, the sender may 
request that the funds be WithdraWn from a sender’s bank 
account. In such as case, interface exchange 130 communi 
cates With depositing maintenance netWork 150 to make the 
WithdraWal. This transaction may also involve central 
exchange 170. Once the funds have been WithdraWn, they 
may be retrieved by the sender using a Wide variety of tech 
niques. For example, the funds may be paid out to the recipi 
ent by delivery to a provider location, at a kiosk, at a point of 
sale device, at an ATM, via the intemet using a stored value 
account, at the recipient’s bank account after a Fed Wire or an 
ACH transfer, by a stored value card or a smart card, by a cash 
card, and the like. 
[0055] As one speci?c example, a sender may request that 
the money be available for pick-up at an ATM or a bank. In 
such cases, the money may be deposited into a recipient’s 
bank account using deposit maintenance netWork 150. One 
example of such a system for transferring money into a recipi 
ent’s bank account is described in copending US. application 
Ser. No. 09/516,209, ?led Feb. 29, 2000, the complete dis 
closure of Which is herein incorporated by reference. 
[0056] HoWever, other systems may also be used. Central 
exchange may facilitate this transaction by doing a Wire to the 
bank accounting using the Federal Reserve System, by an 
ACH transfer, or the like. In this Way, the money may be 
retrieved using an ATM, by visiting the bank, or by any other 
WithdraWal technique offered by the bank. For example, pay 
ment may be made by cash, by a printed check, by crediting 
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a smart card or stored value card, or the like. This may be done 
by providing the ATM or otherpayout device, such as a kiosk, 
With the appropriate equipment for making such payments. 
As another example, interface exchange 130 could maintain a 
stored value account for the recipient. Funds may then be 
WithdraWn from ATM 114 using any of the techniques 
described herein, and the account debited once ATM netWork 
140 communicates With settlement engine 137. Also, once a 
stored value account has been created, the funds may be 
WithdraWn using a Wide variety of other techniques, such as 
by depositing them into a bank account of the recipient, by 
crediting a credit card account of the recipient, and the like. 
[0057] If a credit card is involved in the transaction, either 
for sending or receiving, credit maintenance netWork 160 
may be accessed. For example, if the senderuses a credit card, 
interface exchange 130 accesses credit maintenance netWork 
160 via settlement engine 137 to approve the funds and to 
send a request to charge the credit card account. Once the 
funds are available, they may be paid out to the recipient using 
a Wide variety of techniques, such as by delivery to a provider 
location, at a kiosk, at a point of sale device, at an ATM, via 
the intemet using a stored value account, at the recipient’s 
bank account after a Fed Wire or an ACH transfer, by a stored 
value card or a smart card, by a cash card, and the like in a 
manner similar to that described herein. The payment may 
also be credited to the recipient’s account by having settle 
ment engine 137 send it a credit request to credit maintenance 
netWork 160. 
[0058] Check printer 218 may be used to print a check to a 
recipient. In this Way, payouts may be made in the form of a 
check. Although not shoWn, an imager may also be used to 
scan checks so that money to be transferred may be input in 
the form of a check. Printer 218 may also be used to print a 
receipt for a given transaction. 
[0059] As shoWn in FIG. 1C, kiosk controller 200 may also 
be con?gured to communicate directly With ATM netWork 
140. In this Way, the kiosk may function as anATM in addition 
to being able to perform money transfer functions as 
described herein. 

[0060] It Will be appreciated that some or all of the compo 
nents of kiosk 1101) may be incorporated into other devices 
that are used to access system 100. For example, such com 
ponents may be used in a provider terminal, a point of sale 
device, an ATM machine, and the like. Further, kiosk 1101) 
may be con?gured to communicate With a local provider 
terminal 11011 as shoWn in FIG. 1C to communicate With 
interface netWork 120. 

[0061] Referring to FIG. 1D, ATM system 145 Will be 
described in great detail. ATMs 114 and 116 each include a 
controller 114a and 11611, that are coupled to cash issuers 
11419 and 116b, ATM access modules 1140 and 1160, card 
Writers 114d and 116d, card readers 114e and 116e, card 
issuers 114fand 116f and message issuers 114g and 116g. 
Cash issuer 114 is employed to dispense cash to a recipient 
based on a previous transfer. Access module 1140 provides 
access to the ATM using a variety of components, such as a 
touch screen, a keyboard, a voice recognition system, and the 
like. In this Way, various information regarding a transfer 
request or a pick up may be entered into controller 114a. Card 
Writer 1140 and card reader 114e permit various information 
to be Written onto various cards and read from various cards in 
a manner similar to that previously described in connection 
With kiosk 1101). Card issuer 114f permits various cards to be 
issued in a manner similar to that previously described in 
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connection With kiosk 1101). Message issuer 114g permits 
various messages to be provided to the user in a manner 
similar to that described in connection With kiosk 110b. 

[0062] The ATMs communicate With each other over ATM 
netWork 140. ATM system 145 includes a host 141 that is 
coupled to a database 142 to facilitate the processing and 
storing of data that is transferred betWeen each ATM. With 
such a con?guration, money transfers may be made betWeen 
ATMs simply by coupling to interface exchange 130. For 
example, information about a transfer may be input into ATM 
114 using access module 1140 and optionally also card reader 
114e. The request is sent from ATM netWork 140 to interface 
exchange 130 Which processes the transaction in a manner 
similar to that previously described. The money may then be 
WithdraWn by the recipient at any other ATM simply by 
accessing the ATM through access module 114. The trans 
ferred money may then be dispensed from cash issuer 114b. 
[0063] The ATMs may also be used as a payout device in 
connection With any of the other transfer techniques 
described herein. For example, money to be transferred may 
be provided using any of the input devices 126.A request may 
also be made to have the money available at an ATM. The 
money may then be retrieved from the ATM, either by debit 
ing the account stored at interface exchange 130 or by depos 
iting the funds into a bank account of the recipient as previ 
ously described. 
[0064] It should be recogniZed that other embodiments of 
transfer system 100 are possible according to the present 
invention. For example, another embodiment of a transfer 
system 101 is illustrated in FIG. 2. In this embodiment, trans 
fer system 101 comprises provider terminal 110, user termi 
nal 112, kiosk terminal 110b, and ATM’s 114, 116 in com 
munication via interface netWork 120. Interface exchange 
130 exchange functionality previously described in relation 
to FIG. 1B. Each ofkiosk terminal 110!) andATM’s 114, 116 
can communicate via ATM netWork 140 to central exchange 
170. In this Way, transfers as previously described involving 
central exchange 170 can be accomplished Without a direct 
interface betWeen interface exchange 130 and ATM netWork 
140 or other netWorks. Rather, such transfers can be accom 
plished by providing dual communication functionality in 
kiosk terminal 110!) and/or ATM’s 114, 116. 
[0065] Referring noW to FIG. 3, one method for transfer 
ring money using the transfer system previously described 
Will be set forth. Such a method is particularly useful in 
creating a stored value account that may be used to make 
internet or other electronic payments Without disclosing any 
account information to the seller or recipient. As shoWn in 
step 200, a user provides the money to a provider of the money 
transfer system. This payment may be made in any form 
accepted by the provider Who keeps this information con? 
dential. The payment information may be input into the local 
provider terminal (see FIG. 1B). As shoWn in step 210, a 
stored value account is credited With this payment. This may 
occur Within interface exchange 130 (see FIG. 1B). The 
money may be placed into the stored value account by having 
the sender designate the user’s stored value account, or the 
user may contact interface exchange 130 and request that the 
funds be placed into the user’s stored value account. The user 
may then make a desired purchase as shoWn in step 220. As 
one example, the purchase may be made over the internet. 
When payment is requested, the user may access his stored 
value account, using for example, internet interface 112a (see 
FIG. 1B). One convenient Way to permit the stored value 
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account to be used for payment is to provide a link at the 
seller’s Web site to the Web site managing the stored value 
account. Information on the transaction may then be provided 
to permit the stored value account to be debited as shoWn in 
step 230 and to credit the seller as shoWn in step 240. This 
transaction may be performed using settlement engine 137 of 
interface exchange 130 (see FIG. 1B).A Wide variety of seller 
accounts may be credited, including a checking account, a 
credit card account or a stored value account using techniques 
previously described. 
[0066] One advantage of such a method is that information 
about both a buyer and a seller may be kept con?dential. For 
example, a buyer may pay money into the system Which is 
transferred to the seller, Without any knoWledge of the buyer 
if the buyer chooses. In a similar manner, any data on the 
seller may be kept from the buyer. 
[0067] In one alternative, money paid into the system may 
be at the request of a recipient. For example, money may be 
paid in to obtain a stored value card or to pay for services, such 
as a pre-paid telephone service. In such cases, the user may be 
prompted to enter hoW much money is to be paid. For 
example, the message may be that $50 is required in order to 
prepay for telephone minutes. The information is provided 
into the system from the recipient. The sender may also be 
provided With the option of varying the amount that is paid in, 
along With the addition of a message. 

[0068] FIG. 4 illustrates a method for transferring money 
Where the recipient has the option of receiving the money in 
different payment types and at different times. The process 
begins at step 250 Where the money to be transferred is 
entered into the money transfer system. Conveniently, the 
sender may have the option of sending a message along With 
the money. This may be received in any language requested 
by the sender or the recipient using the message translator 139 
(see FIG. 1B). In some cases, the message may be separate 
from the money transfer. For example, the money may be 
electronically transferred to a recipient’s bank account While 
a message is sent to a printer or to a computer of the recipient 
to notify the recipient of the transfer. This may be useful, for 
example, When making a payment of aggregated bills. The 
payments may be aggregated and sent to the recipient’s bank 
account, and a separate receipt sent to the recipient giving the 
details of each payment. 
[0069] When ready to receive the money, the recipient 
accesses the money transfer system using any of the tech 
niques described herein. The recipient is provided With a 
variety of payment options as shoWn in step 260. This may be, 
for example, payment in cash, check, money order, a stored 
value card, a deposit into a checking account, a credit to a 
credit card account, or the like. Further, the recipient may 
request payment in any currency or other type of stored value 
using value translator 135 (see FIG. 1B). For example, if 
living in Mexico, the recipient could request payment in 
Pesos, and could also request that any message be delivered in 
Spanish. The recipient selects the payment type as shoWn in 
step 270 and is then provided With the option of receiving a 
full payment, or partial payments over time as shoWn in step 
280. If full payment is selected, the process proceeds to step 
310 Where full payment is made according to the requested 
payment type. Optionally, a fee may be charged according to 
the payment type as shoWn in step 320. If a partial payment is 
selected, the process proceeds to step 290 Where a partial 
payout is made according to the requested payment type and 
the stored value account is debited. A fee may optionally be 
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deducted as shown in step 300. At any time, the recipient may 
again access the money transfer system to receive the rest of 
the transferred money. 

[0070] FIG. 5 illustrates a method for staging money trans 
fer transaction information into the transfer system before 
presenting payment at a physical location in order to reduce 
the transaction time or simply to assist in the transaction. For 
example, a customer may access the money transfer system 
through the intemet or a customer service representative. In 
some cases, the sender may not qualify for a credit card 
payment or may simply experience a dif?culty in completing 
the transaction. In such cases, the process proceeds by con 
tacting the transfer system as shoWn in step 330. The infor 
mation needed to stage the transaction is then provided as 
shoWn in step 340 and then stored in a database as shoWn in 
step 350, such as Within interface exchange 130 (see FIG. 
1B). Optionally, the sender may be giving a transaction num 
ber or other identi?er and is then directed to a provider loca 
tion as shoWn in step 370. The sender provides this informa 
tion to the provider Who enters this into the system, such as by 
using the local provider terminal 110a (see FIG. 1B). This 
causes the corresponding record in the database to be 
accessed and sent to the provider terminal to automatically 
populate ?elds on the screen. All the sender is then required to 
do is to provide the proper payment to the provider. The 
money may then be transferred using any of the techniques 
described herein as shoWn in step 380. 

[0071] Further, it Will be appreciated that a variety of other 
transfer methods may be performed using the transfer system 
described herein. For example, to expedite a money transfer 
transaction, senders may be provided With customer cards 
having staging information stored on the card. Such informa 
tion may include, for example, the sender’s name, account 
number, contact information and the like. This card may then 
be read using the provider terminal 110a (see FIG. IE) to 
populate the ?elds displayed on the display screen. The 
sender may then present payment along With information on 
the recipient. 
[0072] In some cases, the recipient may Wish to WithdraW 
the transferred money from an ATM. HoWever, in order to 
access existing ATMs, a user must present some type of card. 
As such, after a transaction is sent, the transfer system may 
deliver an ATM access card to the recipient by some type of 
mailing method. A separate mailing may optionally be done 
to provide a PIN to the recipient. This card may include 
information that is readable by the ATM to permit access so 
that the money may be WithdraWn. Such cards may also 
function as cash cards or other type of stored value cards so 
that the money may be WithdraWn based on information sup 
plied by the card, rather than by accessing the money transfer 
system. As another option, the ATM may be con?gured to be 
accessed With any type of card, such as a driver’s license, 
ATM card credit card, and the like. Once accessed, a home 
screen may be displayed that permits access to interface 
exchange 13 0 (see FIG. IE) to complete the money transfer as 
previously described. 
[0073] The transfer system may also ?nd use in cases Where 
individuals do not have a credit or debit card to make internet 
purchases. In such cases, a customer may go to a provider 
location and purchase a cash card (that may be a physical or 
a virtual card, i.e. an identi?cation number) using local pro 
vider terminal 110a (see FIG. 1B). The cash card is used by 
the money transfer system as a pointer to a record of the 
money paid by the customer into the system and that is avail 
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able for transfer. Hence, after making an internet purchase, 
the customer may provide the seller With information from 
the cash card. The seller then presents this information to the 
money transfer system Which checks the information and 
then transfers the money to the seller using any of the tech 
niques described herein. 
[0074] In some cases, interchange fees may be used When 
making transfers using a credit card. To avoid such fees, a 
money transfer may be made using a check, debit card, an 
ACH transfer to a bank account or the like. In such cases, the 
payment may be made at a provider location, over the inter 
net, or using other techniques described herein. The money 
transfer system then Waits for the funds to paid before making 
the funds available. Once available, the recipient may receive 
the funds in cash from the money transfer system, such as by 
picking up the funds at a provider location. 
[0075] As another example, a deliverer of goods may use 
the transfer system to reduce or eliminate the amount of cash 
received and carried during daily deliveries. Currently, When 
delivering goods, the delivery person is provided With pay 
ment at each location Where goods are delivered. The cumu 
lated payments are then deposited at the end of the day. 
HoWever, the delivery person faces the risk of being robbed or 
of misplacing the payments during the daily activities. 
According to the invention, the transfer system is able to use 
a point of sale terminal, such as the local provider terminals 
110a (see FIG. IE) to credit a stored value card carried by the 
delivery person. In this Way, each time a delivery is made, the 
card is presented to the buyer Who updates the card With a 
credit using the terminal. The transfer system is also able to 
debit a stored value of the buyer, or may ask for some other 
form of payment that is entered into the terminal. When 
required, such as at the end of the day, the delivery person may 
take the stored value card to his oWn terminal to update the 
credits into the transfer system. Of course, payouts may be 
made using any of the techniques described herein, including 
crediting of bank or credit card accounts, payment of cash 
from an ATM, and the like. By using such a card, the delivery 
person does not need to carry large amounts of cash through 
out the day. 
[0076] The transfer system may also be used to facilitate 
business to business transactions as Well. For example, a 
merchant may keep a computeriZed record of their accounts 
payable using softWare knoWn in the art. Periodically, mul 
tiple payments may be made by simply loading the accounts 
payable information into the money transfer system, such as 
by using a connection to the local provider terminal 11011 or 
through intemet interface 112a (see FIG. 1B) along With a 
request to have the payments made. These payments may be 
made using any of the techniques described herein, including 
by cash, credit card, debit card, stored value account, or the 
like. Using messaging engine 138 (see FIG. 1B), a message 
may also be sent to each recipient giving information about 
the account. Each recipient may also be given the option of 
taking payment in any of the payment forms as described 
herein. Conveniently, the merchant may have recipient pro 
?les stored Within the transfer system, so that payments may 
automatically be made according to the pro?le each time a 
request is made. 
[0077] Hence, the payment systems of the invention are 
con?gured to provide a Wide variety of techniques for pre 
senting funds from a money transfer receive transaction to a 
customer. These include, for example, the use of a closed 
loop debit card that may be used at customiZedATMs for cash 
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or in-lane purchases if Within a subscribing network. For 
instance, a debit card may be loaded With funds and then used 
Within a network of a given retailer or association of retailers 
to make purchases. Further, an anonymous debit card may be 
used, such as those offered by MasterCard, VISA, Discover, 
and the like. In such cases, funds may be provided to a money 
transfer location to set up an account. A card may then be 
initialized and provided to the recipient With a PIN or other 
identi?er. Other types of cards that may be used to receive 
funds include stored value cards, pre-paid phone cards, pre 
paid intemet cash cards and the like. 
[0078] When funds are paid out in connection With a card, 
the recipient’s card may be presented to any of the terminals 
described herein, such as a POS device, Which communicates 
With interface exchange 130. The terminal reads the number 
off of the card to associate the card account With the trans 
ferred funds. For example, a recipient may enter identi?cation 
information, such as their name, into a POS device to access 
the record of the funds to be paid. The card may then be 
sWiped on the POS device to read the card number and to 
permit the card account number to be associated With the 
funds. The funds may then be credited to the account using 
any of the techniques described herein. In some cases, the 
sender may dictate that the funds are to be paid out in the form 
of a stored value card. The sender may also indicate the type 
of value to be stored on the card, e. g., money, phone minutes, 
and the like. 

[0079] As another option, the card number may be assigned 
dynamically by the host system, such as interface exchange 
130, and then a receipt issued to the recipient that contains an 
account number. For example, a terminal, such as a POS 
terminal, may issue a paper receipt or a sticker that may be 
placed onto a card or other media and Which contains the 
account number. Value from the account number may be 
redeemed using interface exchange 130 using any of the 
techniques described herein. 
[0080] The payment systems of the invention may also be 
used to pay funds to a bank account of the recipient using a 
MICR number from one of the recipient’s checks. For 
example, the recipient may submit the MICR number to inter 
face exchange 130 using any of the interfaces described 
herein, including a POS device having a reader. In this Way, 
the recipient may receive the funds by entering identifying 
information into the POS device and then sWiping the check 
through the POS device to read the MICR line. Once the 
account information is read, it is transferred to interface 
exchange 130 Where the funds may be deposited into the 
recipient’s account using the techniques described herein. 
Similar techniques may also be used to transfer funds to the 
recipient’s bank account using the recipient’s debit card. For 
example, the recipient’s debit card may be sWiped at a POS 
terminal to create a reverse or return transaction Where the 
recipient’s account is credited With the transferred funds. 
Interface exchange 130 may make use of deposit maintenance 
netWork 150 to perform this transaction in a manner similar to 
that previously described. 
[0081] As another example, payment funds may be auto 
matically transferred to an on-line investment account or an 
on-line bank account. This account may be maintained by an 
investment service or bank that may access interface 
exchange 130 using any of the techniques described herein. 
The funds may be transferred into this account in a variety of 
Ways. For example, the sender may designate the recipient’s 
account so that When information on the payment reaches 
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interface exchange 130, sWitch 134 (see FIG. 1B) routes 
information on the payment to the investment service or bank 
Where the funds may be deposited into the designated 
account. Alternatively, a recipient may have a record in data 
base 136 that any funds to be received from any source, or 
from speci?c sources, be transferred automatically to the 
on-line account. As another example, a record of the funds 
transfer may be maintained at interface exchange 130 until 
the recipient is noti?ed and then speci?es that the funds 
should be placed in the on-line account. The actual transfer of 
funds may be made using any of the techniques described 
herein, such as by an ACH transfer. 

[0082] In a similar manner, funds may be transferred to an 
account of an on-line purchase service. In this Way, trans 
ferred funds may be accessed by a user to make purchases 
using an on-line auction or purchase site. 

[0083] Finds may be transferred to a person’s bank account 
using a reverse or return transaction. For example, a user may 
present their debit card along With payment at a location 
having a POS device. The card is read by the POS device, and 
a reverse or return transaction is performed to credit the bank 
account associated With the debit card. In this Way, the funds 
may be automatically credited to the user’s bank account. 

[0084] Another technique for paying out funds is by having 
the sender generate a sender key at the time of payment. This 
sender key may be transmitted to interface exchange 130 
using any of the techniques described herein. Alternatively, 
the sender key may automatically be generated by interface 
exchange 130. The sender then provides the sender key to the 
recipient using any technique, such as, for example, by tele 
phone, e-mail, regular mail, facsimile, in person, or the like. 
Optionally, the sender key may be stored on some type of 
media, such as a card, that is sent to the recipient. Interface 
exchange 130 also generates a con?rmation code. This con 
?rmation code may be accessed by the recipient by interfac 
ing With interface exchange 130 using any of the techniques 
described herein. With the sender key and the con?rmation 
code, the recipient may access an ATM, kiosk or the like that 
is coupled to interface exchange 130 and receive a cash pay 
out at the ATM or kiosk. For example, the recipient may 
access ATM 114 of ATM netWork 140 to receive a payout. 
Conveniently, a card may be inserted into the ATM to gain 
access to the ATM functions or to provide the ATM With the 
sender key. Optionally, the payment made at the ATM or 
kiosk may be in any of the forms described herein, including 
the crediting of a stored value card, the crediting of a bank 
account, or the like. 

[0085] When receiving payment, a variety of techniques 
and equipment may be used to facilitate entry of information 
relating to the payment. For example, a MICR reader may be 
used to read a MICR line from a check of the recipient to 
permit interface exchange 130 transfer the funds to a bank 
account of the recipient. A card reader may be used to read the 
magnetic stripe from a card containing information on an 
account of the recipient. This information may be transmitted 
to interface exchange 130 to permit such an account to be 
credited. A keypad or keyboard may also be used to permit 
account information to be entered. For example, a keyboard 
may be used to enter recipient account information into a Web 
site or other on-line screen for on-line or intemet accounts 
that are to receive the funds. Another option is the use of an 
OCR scanner or other reader to permit OCR or other account 
information, such as bar codes, to be read into the system. For 
example, a recipient may Wish to use the transferred funds as 
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payment for an outstanding bill, such as a loan payment, 
phone or utility bill. In such cases, the account information 
may be scanned off of the bill or invoice and sent to interface 
exchange 130 that may transmit the funds to the holder of the 
outstanding bill using any of the techniques described herein. 
Still further, various biometrics equipment may be used to 
identify an existing customer that is tied to an account. 
Examples of biometrics that may be read include facial rec 
ognition, ?ngerprint, retinal or iris scanning, and the like. 
This information may be transmitted to interface exchange 
130 that may include an engine determine the recipient and 
then perform a look-up in the database to determine the 
recipient’s account. The funds may then be transferred to this 
account. 

[0086] The ensuing description provides preferred exem 
plary embodiment(s) only, and is not intended to limit the 
scope, applicability or con?guration of the invention. Rather, 
the ensuing description of the preferred exemplary embodi 
ment(s) Will provide those skilled in the art With an enabling 
description for implementing a preferred exemplary embodi 
ment of the invention. It being understood that various 
changes may be made in the function and arrangement of 
elements Without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention as set forth in the appended claims. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A method for providing a stored value account compris 

ing: receiving money at a money transfer station in the form of 
cash or negotiable instrument from a user; 

associating the money With a stored value account; and 
transmitting a request to a card issuer to issue a debit 
card to the user to access the stored value account, the 
debit card capable of accessing an ATM netWork. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: receiving, on 
anATM netWork interface, a request from the user to obtain at 
least a portion of the balance; transmitting the portion of the 
balance to the user using the ATM netWork; and debiting the 
portion of the balance from the stored value account. 

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising mailing a 
personal identi?cation number (PIN) to the user. 

4. A method for providing a stored value account compris 
ing: creating a stored value account for a user; adding funds to 
the stored value account; transmitting a request to a card 
issuer to issue a debit card to the user to access the stored 
value account, the debit card capable of accessing an ATM 
netWork and a closed-loop debit netWork; and mailing the 
debit card to the user. 


