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sender or recipient enters into the connection With a manager 
and provides identi?cation to the manager. Further, the 
method involves associating an e-mail address or a URL 
address With the recipient based in part on the identi?cation 
provided to the manager. 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS OF 
TRIGGERING A TRANSFER OF DATA 

STORED IN A DATABASE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation of US. applica 
tion Ser. No. 12/404,188, ?led Mar. 13, 2009, entitled 
METHOD AND APPARATUS OF TRIGGERING A 
TRANSFER OF DATA STORED IN A DATABASE, Which 
is a continuation of US. application Ser. No. 11/287,679, 
?led Nov. 28, 2005, issued as US. Pat. No. 7,509,379, and 
entitled METHOD OF TRIGGERING A TRANSFER OF 
DATA STORED IN A DATABASE, Which is a continuation 
ofU.S. application Ser. No. 09/815,507, ?led Mar. 23, 2001, 
entitled METHOD OF TRIGGERING A TRANSFER OF 
DATA STORED IN A DATABASE, Which claims priority to 
European Patent Application No. (EPO) 00 870 056.9 ?led 
Mar. 24, 2000 and European Application No. (EPO) 00 870 
163.3 ?led Jul. 14, 2000, all of Which are hereby incorporated 
by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 
[0003] The present invention is related to telecommunica 
tions and company-Wide communication. More particularly, 
embodiments of the present invention are related to a neW 
method of transferring data by using a mobile telephone. 
Certain embodiments are related to a method and system for 
sending data from a sender to a recipient and to a method of 
retrieving data, belonging to an oWner by a recipient, the data 
being any kind of digital information stored on a database. 
[0004] 2. Description of the Related Art 
[0005] NoWadays the convergence betWeen mobile tele 
phone systems and Internet is a groWing trend. 
[0006] The so called ‘Web based communication centers’ 
are Websites offering a series of services that can be accessed 
by the Web and/or by the mobile phone: for example e-mail, 
storage and sharing of data, links toWards other sites, syn 
chroniZation betWeen the information contained in the site 
and those on the hard disk. These Websites manage on the Net 
both the information necessary for the oWner’s activities, and 
the data to be shared With others. This kind of cohabitation 
makes the consultation of information dif?cult since it 
requires the creation of user groups and various levels of 
securitiZed access. The Wireless access capabilities are 
restricted to Web-enabled (WAP) phones, Which alloW the 
checking of the e-mail account, and the sending of e-mails. 
Normal mobile phones cannot be used in such a scheme. The 
sending of e-mail from the mobile requires the aWkWard 
operation of entering an e-mail address on the WAP-phone. 
[0007] Another type of existing application is a ‘Mailbox 
manager’. This is a service Wherein an electronic mailbox is 
provided to the customer, said mailbox being shared betWeen 
the customer’s PC and mobile phone. An e-mail account is 
created Which can be accessed from any mobile phone. SMS 
messages (Short Message Service) can be sent betWeen 
mobile phones. 
[0008] A general draWback of the existing services is the 
fact that normal mobile phones cannot be used to send large 
data. Such transfer is limited to short messages. 
[0009] Document WO-A-9966746 is related to a method 
and a Wireless telecommunications system alloWing the send 
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ing of multimedia messages through one service center from 
a sender to a recipient. The document is speci?cally related to 
Wireless data transmission of several types of data, such as 
text, speech, images, video or combinations thereof. This 
method is hoWever reserved for third generation mobile com 
munication systems, such as UMTS and IMT-2000, Which 
support the transmission of video images for example. Nor 
mal netWorks supporting only the sending of speech and short 
messages are not compatible With this method. 
[0010] Document WO-A-9965256 describes a system for 
delivering electronic messages to digital mobile phones, 
comprising subsystems for retrieving electronic messages 
from an e-mail server and for summarizing said messages into 
a form suitable for presentation on a mobile phone. The 
system does not alloW the sending of ?les, irrespective of their 
type and siZe. 
[0011] Embodiments disclosed aim to use the convergence 
betWeen mobile telephone systems and the Internet to transfer 
data, With the use of any kind of mobile phone. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0012] In one embodiment, there is a method of sending 
data stored in a database by a sender to a recipient, Which are 
mobile phone users, in relationship With a manager de?ning a 
managing softWare application, the database and the manager 
being in connection With a Website, the method comprising 
entering into a connection betWeen the sender and the man 
ager, Wherein the sender enters into the connection With the 
manager and provides sender identi?cation to the manager, 
transferring an identi?er to the manager, Wherein the sender 
transfers the identi?er comprising at least a recipient’s mobile 
phone number, associating an e-mail address or a URL 
address With the identi?er by the manager, Wherein the asso 
ciating comprises selectively accessing the database accord 
ing to at least Whether the sender is a subscriber to the sending 
data service, and sending the data stored in the database to the 
recipient’s e-mail address or URL address. 
[0013] According to one embodiment, the identi?er com 
prises furthermore a code related to a selection in the database 
of the data to be transmitted, the manager associating the data 
to be transmitted to the e-mail address or the URL address. 
[0014] According to one embodiment, the manager associ 
ates the recipient’s e-mail address With the identi?er, Wherein 
the manager sends an e-mail to the recipient, the data being 
attached to the e-mail, in case the recipient’s e-mail address is 
knoWn to the manager and is listed in a central database. 
[0015] According to one embodiment, the manager associ 
ates a URL address With the identi?er, Wherein the manager 
sends an SMS message comprising the URL address to the 
recipient’s mobile phone, the URL address offering access to 
a Web page comprising the data, the URL address being 
parameteriZed With the recipient’s mobile phone number, and 
Wherein the manager sends the SMS message in case the 
recipient’s e-mail address is not knoWn to the manager. 
[0016] According to one embodiment, the URL is secured 
by a login passWord Which is communicated to the recipient 
by Way of the SMS message. 
[0017] According to one embodiment, the sender uses a 
WAP mobile phone. 
[0018] In another embodiment, there is a method of retriev 
ing information, being stored in a database, by a recipient Who 
is a mobile device user, in relationship With a database man 
ager, the database and the database manager being in connec 
tion With a Web site, toWards a recipient, the method compris 
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ing from a mobile device, sending a request for information to 
a database manager, from the database manager, sending a 
message With a summary of the information to the mobile 
device, identifying an electronic address different from the 
mobile device associated With the user of the mobile device, 
retrieving the requested information from the database, and 
sending a copy of the retrieved information to the identi?ed 
electronic address. 

[0019] According to one embodiment, the information is 
impractical to be displayed on a mobile device. 

[0020] According to one embodiment, a copy of the 
retrieved information is via e-mail or URL. 

[0021] According to one embodiment, the mobile device is 
a mobile telephone. 

[0022] According to one embodiment, the method further 
comprises determining Whether the user of the mobile device 
subscribes to an information retrieval service. 

[0023] According to one embodiment, identifying the elec 
tronic address for the user is based, at least in part, on Whether 
the user subscribes to the information retrieval service. 

[0024] According to one embodiment, identifying the elec 
tronic address for the user comprises for subscribers, retriev 
ing an e-mail address associated the recipient; and for non 
subscribers, generating a URL based, at least in part, on a 
phone number of the mobile device. 

[0025] In another embodiment, there is a method of oper 
ating a manager, the manager de?ning a managing softWare 
application, to perform a data transfer service, the data trans 
fer service comprising transferring data stored in a database 
from a sender to a recipient, the sender and recipient being 
mobile phone users, the database and the manager being in 
connection With a Website, the method comprising receiving 
a communication from the sender, the communication com 
prising an identi?er for the sender and an identi?er for the 
recipient, the identi?er for the recipient comprising a mobile 
phone number of the recipient, determining Whether the 
recipient is a subscriber of the data transfer service using at 
least the identi?er for the recipient, associating an e-mail 
address or URL With the recipient responsive to at least 
Whether the recipient is a subscriber, and sending the stored 
data to the e-mail address or URL associated With the recipi 
ent. 

[0026] According to one embodiment, the identi?er for the 
sender comprises a mobile phone number. 

[0027] According to one embodiment, the stored data com 
prises a plurality of data items. 

[0028] According to one embodiment, the communication 
from the sender further comprises a data identi?er indicative 
of one or more of the plurality of data items and Wherein 
sending the stored data comprises sending the one or more 
data items indicated by the data identi?er. 

[0029] According to one embodiment, the manager associ 
ates the e-mail address With the recipient if the recipient is a 
subscriber to the data transfer service and sends an e-mail to 
the e-mail address, and Wherein the stored data is attached to 
the e-mail. 

[0030] According to one embodiment, the manager associ 
ates the URL With the recipient if the recipient is not a sub 
scriber to the data transfer service and sends the stored data to 
the URL. 

[0031] According to one embodiment, the URL address is 
parameteriZed With the recipient’s mobile phone number. 
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[0032] According to one embodiment, the method further 
comprising sending an SMS message to the recipient, the 
SMS comprising the URL. 
[0033] According to one embodiment, the URL is pass 
Word protected and the SMS message further comprises a 
passWord for accessing the URL. 
[0034] According to one embodiment, the method further 
comprises sending an SMS message to the recipient, Wherein 
the SMS message comprises a summary of the stored data. 
[0035] According to one embodiment, associating an 
e-mail address With the recipient comprises determining that 
the recipient is a customer of the sender’s mobile operator and 
querying a database of customers of the sender’s mobile 
operator. 
[0036] According to one embodiment, determining 
Whether the recipient is a subscriber comprises querying a 
central database of subscribers. 

[0037] In another embodiment, there is a method of oper 
ating a database manager to send information, stored in a 
database, from a sender to a recipient Who are mobile device 
users, the database and the database manager being in con 
nection With a Web site, the method comprising receiving a 
send request from a mobile device of the sender, the send 
request including a mobile phone number for the recipient, 
sending a message With a summary of the information to a 
mobile device associated With the mobile phone number of 
the recipient, identifying an electronic address of the recipient 
different from the mobile phone number of the recipient, 
retrieving the requested information from the database, and 
sending an electronic copy of the retrieved information to the 
identi?ed electronic address. 

[0038] According to one embodiment, the information is 
impractical to be displayed on the mobile device of the recipi 
ent. 

[0039] According to one embodiment, sending a copy of 
the retrieved information is via e-mail or URL. 

[0040] In another embodiment, there is a method of oper 
ating a manager, the manager de?ning a managing softWare 
application, to perform a data retrieval service, the data 
retrieval service comprising transferring data stored in a data 
base to a recipient, the recipient being a mobile phone user, 
the database and the manager being in connection With a 
Website, the method comprising receiving a communication 
from the recipient, Wherein the communication comprises an 
identi?er indicative of the recipient, determining Whether the 
recipient is a subscriber of the data retrieval service using at 
least the identi?er, associating an e-mail address or URL With 
the recipient responsive to at least Whether the recipient is a 
subscriber, and sending the stored data to the e-mail address 
or URL associated With the recipient. 

[0041] According to one embodiment, the identi?er for the 
recipient comprises a mobile phone number for the recipient. 
[0042] According to one embodiment, the stored data com 
prises a plurality of data items. 
[0043] According to one embodiment, the communication 
from the recipient further comprises a data identi?er indica 
tive of one or more of the plurality of data items and Wherein 
sending the stored data comprises sending the one or more 
data items indicated by the data identi?er. 
[0044] According to one embodiment, the manager associ 
ates the e-mail address With the recipient if the recipient is a 
subscriber to the data retrieval service and sends an e-mail to 
the e-mail address With the stored data attached to the e-mail. 
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[0045] According to one embodiment, the manager associ 
ates the URL With the recipient if the recipient is not a sub 
scriber to the data retrieval service and sends the stored data to 
the URL. 
[0046] According to one embodiment, the URL address is 
parameteriZed With a mobile phone number for the recipient. 
[0047] According to one embodiment, the method further 
comprises sending an SMS message to the recipient compris 
ing the URL. 
[0048] According to one embodiment, the URL is pass 
Word protected and the SMS message further comprises a 
passWord for accessing the URL. 
[0049] According to one embodiment, the method further 
comprises sending an SMS message to the recipient compris 
ing a summary of the stored data. 
[0050] According to one embodiment, associating the 
e-mail address comprises querying a database of subscribers 
Who are customers of a mobile operator for the recipient. 
[0051] According to one embodiment, determining 
Whether the recipient is a subscriber comprises querying a 
central database of subscribers. 
[0052] According to one embodiment, an oWner of the 
stored data is different than the recipient. 
[0053] In another embodiment, there is a computer read 
able medium comprising computer instructions Which, When 
executed, cause a server to receive a request for information 
from a recipient via a mobile device, send a message With a 
summary of the information to the mobile device, identify an 
electronic address of the recipient different from an electronic 
address of the mobile device, retrieve the requested informa 
tion from a database, and send a copy of the retrieved infor 
mation to the identi?ed electronic address. 
[0054] In another embodiment, there is a computer read 
able medium comprising computer instructions Which, When 
executed, cause a server to receive a communication from a 
sender comprising an identi?er for the sender and an identi 
?er for a recipient, the identi?er for the recipient comprising 
a mobile phone number of the recipient, determine Whether 
an e-mail address for the recipient is stored in a database using 
at least the identi?er for the recipient, associate the e-mail 
address or a URL With the recipient responsive to at least 
Whether the e-mail address is stored in the database, and send 
a stored data item to the e-mail address or URL associated 
With the recipient. 
[0055] In another embodiment, there is a server con?gured 
to perform an information retrieval service, server comprising 
means for receiving a request for information from a mobile 
device, means for sending a message With a summary of the 
information to the mobile device, means for identifying an 
electronic address of a recipient different from an electronic 
address of the mobile device, means for retrieving the 
requested information from a database, and means for send 
ing a copy of the retrieved information to the identi?ed elec 
tronic address. 
[0056] In yet another embodiment, there is a server con?g 
ured to perform an information transfer service, the server 
comprising means for receiving a send request from a mobile 
device of a sender, the send request including a mobile phone 
number for a recipient, means for sending a message With a 
summary of a data item to be transferred to a mobile device 
associated With the mobile phone number of the recipient, 
means for identifying an electronic address of the recipient 
different from the mobile phone number of the recipient, 
means for retrieving the data item to be transferred from a 
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database, and means for sending an electronic copy of the 
data item to be transferred to the identi?ed electronic address. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0057] FIG. 1 illustrates the method of sending data (?les) 
according to the invention in case the sender of data (?les) and 
the recipient are both subscribers to a service offering the 
method and both are af?liated to the same mobile operator. 
[0058] FIG. 2 illustrates the method of sending data (?les) 
according to the invention in case the sender of data (?les) and 
the recipient are both subscribers to a service offering the 
method and both are af?liated to different mobile operators. 
[0059] FIG. 3 illustrates the method of sending data (?les) 
according to the invention in case the recipient is not a sub 
scriber to a service offering the method, but is a?iliated to the 
sender’s mobile operator. 
[0060] FIG. 4 illustrates the method of sending data (?les) 
according to the invention in case the recipient is not a sub 
scriber to a service offering the method, but is a?iliated to a 
different mobile operator than the sender’s, said mobile 
operator providing the service. 
[0061] FIG. 5 illustrates the method of sending data (?les) 
according to the invention in case the recipient is not a sub 
scriber to a service offering the method, but is a?iliated to a 
different mobile operator than the sender’s, said mobile 
operator not providing the service. 
[0062] FIG. 6 illustrates the, method of retrieving data 
(?les) according to the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0063] Methods of certain embodiments exist in the form of 
a service, Which is offered to the public via the Internet. 
According to one embodiment of the method, persons sub 
scribing to said service are alloWed the possibility to register 
a number of data in a database, in connection With the Web/ 
portal site of their mobile operator. Any type of electronic ?le 
may be sent With the method: Wordprocessor data, spread 
sheets, images, sound, etc. According to another embodi 
ment, the service may be offered by anyone, not just by a 
mobile phone operator. In this case, the database Will be 
associated to a Web site, not necessarily the sender’s portal 
Web site. In the folloWing, one embodiment is described 
Wherein the service is provided by mobile phone operators. 
[0064] Subscribing to the service, they can choose one or 
both of tWo variants of the method, Which Will after this be 
called ‘sending of data’ and ‘retrieval of data’. 

[0065] sending: This alloWs the subscriber to use his 
mobile phone or any other mobile phone or a ?xed phone 
in order to send data to any user of a mobile phone. By 
phoning the service, the subscriber can send a selection 
of these data to the recipient. 

[0066] retrieval: this alloWs anyone to accessiby Way of 
his mobile phoneia prede?ned amount of information 
oWned by the subscriber. 

[0067] The method is devised in such a Way that the person 
receiving the information does not have to be a subscriber to 
the service, nor must his or her mobile operator provide the 
service. The method makes sure that any mobile phone user 
can receive the selected information. 

[0068] Both variants Will be explained in more detail in the 
folloWing. FIGS. 1 to 5 describe different modes of operation 
of the method of sending of data. The ‘service’ as such is 
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shown in all these diagrams as a central block 21, comprising 
a central database 22 and an independent Website 16. The 
database 22 stores the e-mail addresses and mobile phone 
numbers of all subscribers, independently of their mobile 
operator. 
[0069] Blocks 10, 20 and 30 represent Web/portal sites of 
three mobile operators. The ?rst and second (10, 20) provide 
the service that alloWs the use of the method. The last portal 
30 doesn’t. This distinction is indicated by the presence of a 
managing application 12 and database 14 in connection With 
the ?rst tWo portals. 
[0070] A feature of the method and apparatus is the man 
aging application, or ‘manager’ 12, Which is a software appli 
cation alloWing the encoding, management and distribution 
of the data. The database 14 contains all informationpertinent 
to all subscribers a?iliated to that particular mobile operator: 
mobile phone number, e-mail address, and the data they Want 
to send. 

Sending of Data 

1. Subscribing 

[0071] A person Who Wishes to subscribe to this variant of 
the method Will log on to the Web/portal site of his mobile 
operator. If he Wants to be able to use the service to send data 
(?les), his mobile operator must provide the service, in other 
Words, his mobile operator’s portal must contain a manager 
12 and database 14. If this is the case, he can select a GUI 
(Graphical User Interface) on his operator’s Web/portal site. 
In the GUI, the subscriber is asked to enter his e-mail address 
and mobile phone number. He Will have the opportunity to 
store a number of data onto the database 14. If he oWns a 
normal mobile phone, he is alloWed a maximum of ten data. 
If he oWns a WAP phone, he may choose a virtually limitless 
number of data. 

2. Sending Data 

[0072] In all FIGS. 1 to 5, the sender starts by calling the 
service at a number Which is common to all subscribers to the 
service Who are a?iliated to the same mobile operator. The 
sender is identi?ed by the manager 12 of his operator, simply 
by his oWn mobile phone number. If he calls from another 
mobile phone or from a ?xed phone, he is asked to enter a 
security code. The sender then transmits an identi?er 2 Which 
is routed to the manager 12 of his oWn mobile operator’s 
portal 10. The identi?er 2 comprises the recipient’s phone 
number and possibly a code relating to a selection of the data 
the sender Wishes to transmit. 
[0073] The manager 12 Will then check Whether or not the 
recipient is registered in the central database 22. Depending 
on this, different modes of operation are possible. 
Case 1: The recipient is registered in the database 22 and has 
the same mobile operator as the sender: FIG. 1 
[0074] This means that the recipient’s e-mail address is also 
stored in the local database 14. In this case, the manager 12 
recogniZes the recipient, ?nds his or her e-mail address in the 
database 14 and sends an e-mail 3 With the selected data 
attached to the recipient’s PC 18. 
Case 2: the recipient is registered in the database 22 and has 
a different mobile operator than the sender: FIG. 2 
[0075] After failing to ?nd the recipient in the database 14, 
the manager consults the central database 22, Which lists all 
subscribers af?liated to the service of each operator. In the 
case of FIG. 2, the recipient has the mobile operator With 
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portal 20. The Web site 16 then routes the e-mail 3 With the 
selected data attached toWards the recipient’s PC 18. 
Case 3: the recipient is not registered in the database 22 and 
has the same mobile operator than the sender: FIG. 3 
[0076] The manager noW fails to ?nd the recipient’s e-mail 
address in the central database 22. Therefore, the manager 12 
places the contents of the selected data on a Web page 15 and 
assigns a URL (Uniform Resource Locator or Web address 
page) to it, said URL being parameteriZed With the mobile 
telephone number of the recipient, meaning that the recipi 
ent’s mobile phone number is comprised in said URL. Since 
both sender and recipient have the same mobile operator, the 
second level domain name of the URL is de?ned by the 
operator. 
[0077] To inform the recipient of this URL, the manager 
sends an SMS message 4 to the recipient’s mobile phone 5, 
mentioning the sender’s name and the URL address and pos 
sibly a login passWord, alloWing the recipient to doWnload the 
selected data 6 to his PC 18. The fact that the URL comprises 
the recipient’s telephone number is a mnemonic aid for the 
recipient, facilitating his access to the selected data on the 
Internet. 
Case 4: the recipient is not registered in the database 22 and 
has a different mobile operator than the sender, but his mobile 
operator does provide the service: FIG. 4 
[0078] Again, the recipient’s e-mail address is not found in 
the databases 14 and 22. The recipient’s Web/portal site 20 
does hoWever provide the service. The independent Web site 
16 noW routes the links 7 of the selected data to a Web page 17, 
With a URL parameteriZed With the recipient’s mobile phone 
number. Said URL’s second level domain name is de?ned by 
the recipient’s operator 20. An SMS message 4 is once again 
sent to the recipient’s mobile phone 5, informing him of the 
URL of Web page 17, containing said links, so that he is 
capable of doWnloading the selected data 6 to his PC 18. 
Case 5: the recipient is not registered in database 22 and has 
a different mobile operator than the sender, Which does not 
provide the service: FIG. 5 
[0079] The independent Web site 16 noW creates the URL 
19, Which is parameteriZed With the recipient’s mobile phone 
number, in the name of the independent site itself. The man 
ager sends an SMS 4, containing said URL, so that the recipi 
ent may retrieve the selected data 6 to his PC 18. 
[0080] If no code Was added to the recipient’s phone num 
ber in the identi?er 2, a prede?ned e-mail is sent to the 
recipient Without attachments, for example comprising the 
sender’s personal info (case 1 or 2). If the recipient’s e-mail 
address is not listed in the central database 22 (cases 3, 4, 5), 
the contents of the prede?ned e-mail are included on the Web 
page (15, 17 or 19). 

3. Example of Data Transmitted 

[0081] As an example, a procedure is provided hereafter 
Which might be used for sending data in case 3 described 
above, in Which the recipient is not a subscriber to the service, 
but has a mobile operator Who provides the service. The 
method pertains to the use by the sender of an ordinary mobile 
phone. Only the encoding sequence is pertinent, the encoding 
dialog Will be determined by the technology being used (In 
teractive vocal responder, SIM tool kit, WAP server, . . . ): 

[0082] The sender calls the service (if possible via a 
Short Code). 

[0083] His call alloWs him to be identi?ed by Way of his 
mobile telephone number; if that is not the case, the 
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voice server or a message asks him to insert his security 
code followed by tWo squares. 

[0084] He enters the identi?er 2: +32476233805*23##. 
The ?rst part of this identi?er is the recipient’s mobile 
phone number. Then the sender enters a code relating to 
a selection of the data to be transmitted: he taps the ‘*’ 
key, folloWed by numbers 2 and 3, indicating that he 
Wishes the recipient to receive data n°2 and n°3. The list 
of 10 data is encoded by numbers 0 to 9. 

[0085] The manager 12, upon not recognizing the recipi 
ent, sends an SMS 4 to the recipient’s mobile telephone 
indicating the sender’s name, the recipient’s URL and 
possibly his login passWord. In the case of the exemplary 
recipient With number +32476233805, the URL Would 
be: WWW.mobileoperator.com/32476233805. 

[0086] The recipient may doWnload the data, through his 
Web broWser, by entering the URL from any Internet 
terminal. 

[0087] The Web page to Which the URL points may contain 
links from various senders. 
[0088] The sender may Wish to send the prede?ned e-mail 
to the recipient, Without attached documents. In that case, he 
may tap in +32476233805##. 
[0089] The sender may reach multiple recipients by tapping 
in the folloWing identi?er 2: 
+32476233805#+33608198216*123##. 

Retrieval of Data 

1 . Subscribing 

[0090] On the Web/portal site of his mobile operator, the 
subscriber may select a second GUI offering him the chance 
to put a prede?ned amount of information (?les) at the dis 
posal of the public. By subscribing, he is provided With a 
mobile phone number, Which may be used from any mobile 
phone in order to receive the information the subscriber has 
stored. 
[0091] In the GUI, the subscriber may select the sending of 
an SMS or a vocal message to any one Wishing to receive the 
information. This is further explained after this. 
[0092] 2. File Retrieval 
[0093] This operation is triggered not by the oWner of the 
information, but by the one Wishing to receive it, i.e., the 
recipient. To be able to do this, the recipient calls the number 
attributed to the oWner upon subscription (see point 1). For 
example, a recipient may be presented With this number next 
to a house for sale. Calling the number Will provide him With 
the information (prices, description, etc. . . . ) as it Was 

selected by the oWner. FIG. 6 shoWs the relevant diagram in 
case the recipient is registered in the database 22 and has the 
same operator as the information oWner. 

[0094] The recipient calls the telephone number 40 Which 
Was assigned to the oWner upon subscription. This alloWs the 
manager 12 to identify the oWner. The manager 12 identi?es 
the recipient by Way of his mobile telephone number. If he 
calls from his mobile phone, Which is the preferred case, this 
identi?cation is done by the call itself. According to a pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention, the manager 12 of the 
oWner’s mobile operator 10 then immediately responds by 
sending a message 41 to the recipient’s mobile phone. This 
message 41 can be an SMS or a vocal message depending on 
What the subscriber has selected. In both cases, the message 
41 provides the recipient With a summary of the information. 
The manager detects that the recipient is in fact listed in the 

Oct. 13, 2011 

database 14 and sends an e-mail 42 to the recipient’s PC, With 
the information in attachment. 
[0095] In all other cases (recipient registered and having 
another operator, etc. . . . ) the SMS or vocal message is sent. 

After that, each case is handled in the same Way as described 
in the variant ‘sending of data’. 
[0096] The subscriber may also provide the possibility for 
the recipient to select Which data he Wishes to receive. Pref 
erably, this selection consists of a number of pages of a single 
Web site, Which contains the totality of the information the 
oWner puts at the recipient’s disposal. By entering a number 
of digits after the number, the recipient may then select the 
data. For example, if the number made public next to a house 
of sale is +32476253698 and the recipient Wishes to receive 
page 23, he should call +32476253698*23. Of course, the 
oWner must provide With the number to call, the contents and 
the number associated With each page. 
[0097] Using the WAP (Wireless Application Protocol) the 
service based on the method according to an embodiment of 
the invention is further facilitated. 
[0098] Some differences arise With the above explained 
variants of the method, if the subscriber or the recipient uses 
a WAP phone: 

[0099] sending of data from a WAP phone: 
[0100] The subscriber Who Wishes to transmit a selection of 
data noW calls his mobile operator’s WAP server. From a 
menu, he is able to select the ?le transmitting service, Which 
Will enable him to enter the recipient’s mobile phone number. 
After this, the sending of the information takes place in the 
same Way as described above. 

[0101] ?le retrieval using a WAP phone: 
[0102] The person Wishing to receive information calls his 
mobile operator’s WAP server, if his operator provides the 
service. If not, he folloWs the relevant procedure described 
above for a normal phone. If his operator provides the service, 
he can select that service from a menu and enter the telephone 
number assigned to the oWner upon subscription. If the sub 
scriber oWns a WAP site, the recipient is alloWed direct access 
to this site, giving him immediately a summary of the com 
plete information. If not, the procedure With the summary 
SMS or vocal message is pursued. In any case, the recipient 
receives afterWards the complete information in one of the 
Ways described above (e-mail or URL), depending on 
Whether or not he is knoWn to the manager. 

[0103] As mentioned above, a service providing use of the 
method may equally be provided by anyone other than a 
mobile phone operator. In this case, the manager 12 and 
database 14 are associated With a Website, oWned by the 
provider of the service. The database Would then contain all 
information relevant to subscribers a?iliated to that particular 
provider, independently from their mobile operator. The com 
munication With the manager (i.e. contacting the service, 
sending an SMS) Would have to take place through one 
mobile operator, chosen by the provider, but this Would not 
necessarily have to be the sender’s or ?le oWner’s operator. 
For recipients Who are not subscribers, a URL may then be 
created in the name of the provider’s Web site or in the name 
of the independent Web site 16. 
[0104] Whenever the recipient is not a subscriber to the 
service, and has to doWnload the selected data from a Web 
page (15, 17 or 19), he is provided on said page With an 
inscription form to alloW him to enter his e-mail address, so as 
to simplify the transfer later on. This means that such a recipi 
ent may from that moment on receive data directly in his 
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mailbox, in the manner shown in FIG. 1 or 2. However, as 
long as he does not subscribe, he cannot send data himself. 
Naturally, in order for the recipient to use the service himself, 
the recipient’s mobile operator must provide it. 
[0105] The Web page on Which the recipient is to retrieve 
the selected data can be securitiZed by recording a login 
passWord, Which is communicated to the recipient via the 
SMS message 4. 
[0106] The independent Web site 16 lists all subscribers 
a?iliated to each mobile operator providing the service. The 
information pertinent to the subscribers of each operator is of 
course compartmentalized Within the central database 22 and 
remains the operator’s property. 
[0107] The manager access is restricted so that only the 
subscriber can create, modify or distribute his data, except 
noti?cation thereof. 
[0108] Embodiments of the method provide an improve 
ment With respect to existing services, in that it alloWs the 
sending or retrieving of large electronic data being initiated 
from any type of mobile phone. No change of e-mail address 
is required or addition of another e-mail address. The method 
is easy to use. Management of security is simpli?ed: only the 
oWner of the information manages its distribution; only the 
recipient decides upon the access to his personaliZed URL. 
[0109] A particular advantage of certain embodiments of 
the method of retrieving data according to an embodiment of 
the invention resides in the fact that the oWner of the data can 
identify the persons Who have accessed his WAP site. 
[0110] Various applications of embodiments of the method 
are possible. As an example, the method can be used as an 
electronic Way of transmitting business cards. The contents of 
the sender’s business card are stored in one of the data in the 
database 14. By entering the code 2, the card oWner can 
command the transmittal of his card to a recipient of his 
choice, Whether or not this recipient or his mobile operator are 
subscribing to the service. In addition to his business card, the 
sender may add price lists, images, information folders, etc. 

1. A method of sending data stored in a database by a sender 
to a recipient, Which are mobile phone users, in relationship 
With a manager de?ning a managing softWare application, the 
database and the manager being in connection With a Web site, 
the method comprising: 

entering into a connection betWeen the sender and the 
manager, Wherein the sender enters into the connection 
With the manager and provides sender identi?cation to 
the manager; 

transferring an identi?er to the manager, Wherein the 
sender transfers the identi?er comprising at least a 
recipient’s mobile phone number; 

associating an e-mail address or a URL address With the 
identi?er by the manager, Wherein the associating com 
prises selectively accessing the database according to at 
least Whether the sender is a subscriber to the sending 
data service; and 

sending the data stored in the database to the recipient’s 
e-mail address or URL address. 

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein the identi?er comprises 
furthermore a code related to a selection in the database of the 
data to be transmitted, the manager associating the data to be 
transmitted to the e-mail address or the URL address. 

3. The method of claim 1, Wherein the manager associates 
the recipient’s e-mail address With the identi?er, Wherein the 
manager sends an e-mail to the recipient, the data being 
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attached to the e-mail, in case the recipient’s e-mail address is 
knoWn to the manager and is listed in a central database. 

4. The method of claim 1, Wherein the manager associates 
a URL address With the identi?er, Wherein the manager sends 
an SMS message comprising the URL address to the recipi 
ent’s mobile phone, the URL address offering access to a Web 
page comprising the data, the URL address being parameter 
iZed With the recipient’s mobile phone number, and Wherein 
the manager sends the SMS message in case the recipient’s 
e-mail address is not knoWn to the manager. 

5. The method of claim 4, Wherein the URL is secured by 
a login passWord Which is communicated to the recipient by 
Way of the SMS message. 

6. The method of claim 1, Wherein the sender uses a WAP 
mobile phone. 

7. A method of retrieving information, being stored in a 
database, by a recipient Who is a mobile device user, in rela 
tionship With a database manager, the database and the data 
base manager being in connection With a Web site, toWards a 
recipient, the method comprising: 

from a mobile device, sending a request for information to 
a database manager; 

from the database manager, sending a message With a 
summary of the information to the mobile device; 

identifying an electronic address different from the mobile 
device associated With the user of the mobile device; 

retrieving the requested information from the database; 
and 

sending a copy of the retrieved information to the identi?ed 
electronic address. 

8. The method of claim 7, Wherein the information is 
impractical to be displayed on a mobile device. 

9. The method of claim 7, Wherein sending a copy of the 
retrieved information is via e-mail or URL. 

10. The method of claim 7, Wherein the mobile device is a 
mobile telephone. 

1 1 . A method of operating a manager, the manager de?ning 
a managing softWare application, to perform a data transfer 
service, the data transfer service comprising transferring data 
stored in a database from a sender to a recipient, the sender 
and recipient being mobile phone users, the database and the 
manager being in connection With a Website, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a communication from the sender, the commu 
nication comprising an identi?er for the sender and an 
identi?er for the recipient, the identi?er for the recipient 
comprising a mobile phone number of the recipient; 

determining Whether the recipient is a subscriber of the 
data transfer service using at least the identi?er for the 
recipient; 

associating an e-mail address or URL With the recipient 
responsive to at least Whether the recipient is a sub 
scriber; and 

sending the stored data to the e-mail address or URL asso 
ciated With the recipient. 

12. The method of claim 11, Wherein the identi?er for the 
sender comprises a mobile phone number. 

13. The method of claim 11, Wherein the stored data com 
prises a plurality of data items. 

14. The method of claim 13, Wherein the communication 
from the sender further comprises a data identi?er indicative 
of one or more of the plurality of data items and Wherein 
sending the stored data comprises sending the one or more 
data items indicated by the data identi?er. 



US 2011/0252113 A1 Oct. 13,2011 
7 

15. (canceled) identify an electronic address of the recipient different 
16. (Canceled) from an electronic address of the mobile device; 
17. (canceled) retrieve the requested information from a database; and 
18. (Canceled) send a copy of the retrieved information to the identi?ed 
19. (canceled) electronic address. 
20. (canceled) 40. A computer readable medium comprising computer 
21. (canceled) instructions Which, When executed, cause a server to: 
22. (canceled) receive a communication from a sender comprising an 
23. (canceled) identi?er for the sender and an identi?er for a recipient, 
24. (canceled) the identi?er for the recipient comprising a mobile 
25. (canceled) phone number of the recipient; 
26.Amethod of operating amanager, the manager de?ning determine Whether an e-mail address for the recipient is 

a managing softWare application, to perform a data retrieval stored in a database using at least the identi?er for the 
service, the data retrieval service comprising transferring data recipient; 
stored in a database to a recipient, the recipient being amobile associate the e-mail address or a URL With the recipient 
phone user, the database and the manager being in connection responsive to at least Whether the e-mail address is 
With a Website, the method comprising: stored in the database; and 

receiving a communication from the recipient, Wherein the send a stored data item to the e-mail address or URL 
communication comprises an identi?er indicative of the associated With the recipient. 
recipient; 41. A server con?gured to perform an information retrieval 

determining Whether the recipient is a subscriber of the service, the server comprising: 
data retrieval service using at least the identi?er; means for receiving a request for information from a 

associating an e-mail address or URL With the recipient mobile device; 
responsive to at least Whether the recipient is a sub- means for sending a message With a summary of the infor 
scriber; and mation to the mobile device; 

sending the stored data to the e-mail address or URL asso- means for identifying an electronic address of a recipient 
ciated With the recipient. different from an electronic address of the mobile 

27. The method of claim 26, Wherein the identi?er for the device; 
recipient comprises a mobile phone number for the recipient. means for retrieving the requested information from a data 

28. The method of claim 26, Wherein the stored data com- base; and 
prises a plurality of data items. means for sending a copy of the retrieved information to the 

29. The method of claim 28, Wherein the communication identi?ed electronic address. 
from the recipient further comprises a data identi?er indica- 42. A server con?gured to perform an information transfer 
tive of one or more of the plurality of data items and Wherein service, the server comprising: 
sending the stored data comprises sending the one or more means for receiving a send request from a mobile device of 
data items indicated by the data identi?er. a sender, the send request including a mobile phone 

30. (canceled) number for a recipient; 
31. (canceled) means for sending a message With a summary of a data item 
32. (canceled) to be transferred to a mobile device associated With the 
33. (canceled) mobile phone number of the recipient; 
34. (canceled) means for identifying an electronic address of the recipient 
35. (Canceled) different from the mobile phone number of the recipient; 
36. (canceled) means for retrieving the data item to be transferred from a 
37. (canceled) database; and 
38. (canceled) means for sending an electronic copy of the data item to be 
39. A computer readable medium comprising computer transferred to the identi?ed electronic address. 

instructions Which, When executed, cause a server to: 43. (canceled) 
receive a request for information from a recipient via a 44. (canceled) 

mobile device; 45_ (Canceled) 
send a message With a summary of the information to the 

mobile device; 


