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of randomly positioned overlapping folds disposed in a side 
Wall of the sleeve. The sleeve optionally has a detachable 
upper portion. 
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METHOD OF COVERING A POTTED PLANT 
OR FLORAL GROUPING WITH A FLORAL 

SLEEVE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. Ser. No. 
12/822,817, ?led Jun. 24, 2010, noW abandoned; Which is a 
continuation ofU.S. Ser. No. 12/288,233, ?led Oct. 17, 2008, 
noW abandoned; Which is a continuation of U.S. Ser. No. 
11/928,998, ?led Oct. 30, 2007, noW abandoned; Which is a 
continuation ofU.S. Ser. No. 11/203,483, ?ledAug. 12, 2005, 
noW abandoned; Which is a continuation of U.S. Ser. No. 
10/676,475, ?led Oct. 1, 2003, noW abandoned; Which is a 
continuation ofU.S. Ser. No. 10/303,373, ?ledNov. 22, 2002, 
noW U.S. Pat. No. 6,655,086; Which is a continuation ofU.S. 
Ser. No. 10/190,278, ?led Jul. 3, 2002, noW U.S. Pat. No. 
6,523,305; Which is a continuation of U.S. Ser. No. 10/004, 
991, ?led Dec. 4, 2001, noW U.S. Pat. No. 6,477,804; Which 
is a continuation ofU.S. Ser. No. 09/747,227, ?led Dec. 22, 
2000, noW U.S. Pat. No. 6,341,446; Which is a continuation of 
U.S. Ser. No. 09/080,771, ?led May 18, 1998, noW U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,182,395; Which is a continuation of U.S. Ser. No. 
08/606,957, ?led Feb. 26, 1996, noW abandoned. 
[0002] U.S. Ser. No. 11/203,483 is also a continuation-in 
part of U.S. Ser. No. 11/110,250, ?led Apr. 20, 2005, noW 
abandoned; Which is a continuation of U.S. Ser. No. 10/780, 
084, ?led Feb. 17, 2004, noW abandoned; Which is a continu 
ation of U.S. Ser. No. 10/325,103, ?led Dec. 19, 2002, noW 
U.S. Pat. No. 6,691,458, issued Feb. 17, 2004; Which is a 
continuation ofU.S. Ser. No. 10/051,116, ?led Jan. 17,2002, 
noW U.S. Pat. No. 6,701,667, issued Mar. 9, 2004; Which is a 
continuation of Ser. No. 09/895,302, ?led Jun. 29, 2001, noW 
U.S. Pat. No. 6,343,456; Which is a continuation ofU.S. Ser. 
No. 09/626,375, ?led Jul. 26, 2000, noW abandoned; Which is 
a continuation of U.S. Ser. No. 09/366,630, ?led Aug. 3, 
1999, noW U.S. Pat. No. 6,192,657; Whichis a continuation of 
U.S. Ser. No. 09/025,090, ?led Feb. 17, 1998, noW U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,930,979; Which is a continuation of U.S. Ser. No. 
08/775,516, ?led Jan. 2, 1997, noW U.S. Pat. No. 5,740,658; 
Which is a continuation of U.S. Ser. No. 08/460, 180, ?led Jun. 
2, 1995, noW U.S. Pat. No. 5,617,703; Which is a continuation 
ofU.S. Ser. No. 08/237,078, ?led May 3, 1994, noW U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,625,979, issued on May 6, 1997; Which is a continua 
tion-in-part ofU.S. Ser. No. 08/220,852, ?led Mar. 31, 1994, 
noW U.S. Pat. No. 5,572,851. The entire contents of each of 
the above-referenced patents and patent applications are 
hereby expressly incorporated by reference herein. 

FIELD OF THE PRESENTLY DISCLOSED AND 
CLAIMED INVENTIVE CONCEPT(S) 

[0003] This presently disclosed and claimed inventive con 
cept(s) generally relates to sleeves to be used as containers 
and, more particularly, sleeves used to Wrap ?oWer pots con 
taining ?oral groupings and/or media containing ?oral group 
ings, and methods of using same. 

BACKGROUND OF THE PRESENTLY 
DISCLOSED AND CLAIMED INVENTIVE 

CONCEPT(S) 
[0004] It is Well knoWn in the ?oral packaging industry to 
apply ?oral sleeves about potted plants for the purpose of 
erecting a protective sheath about the blooms and foliage of 

May 26, 2011 

the potted plant for preventing damage to them and entangle 
ment With adjacent plants. Such sleeves generally have an 
open bottom through Which the inserted pot is exposed. U.S. 
Pat. No. 4,333,267 issued to Witte and U.S. Pat. No. 4,413, 
725 issued to Bruno, and Australian Patent 42319/78 shoW 
examples of such open-bottom sleeves. 
[0005] Other sleeves have closed bottoms upon Which the 
bottom of the pot can rest. HoWever, in such closed sleeves, 
the loWer portion does not have a shape Which conforms to the 
shape of the bottom and outer sides of the pot. For example, in 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,235,782 issued to Landau, an unattractive 
void space is formed about the pot When the pot is inserted 
into the sleeve. In U.S. Pat. No. 5,388,695, issued to Gilbert, 
When a pot is inserted into the sleeve, the outer sides of the pot 
?t Within the taper of the sleeve but an empty void space is left 
underneath the pot Which must then be tucked beloW the 
bottom of the pot to conceal it. The basic problem in applying 
a closed-bottom ?at sleeve to a pot is that in going from a 
tWo-dimensional ?at sleeve to a three-dimensional open 
sleeve, the shape of the opened sleeve does not conform to the 
shape of the pot. 
[0006] There are no sleeves currently available Which can 
be erected so that the sleeve closely conforms to the curvature 
of both the outer sideWall of the pot and to the bottom surface 
of the pot, Whereby the loWer portion of the sleeve forms an 
attractive decorative cover about the pot reminiscent of a 
preformed pot cover When the upper portion of the sleeve is 
detached. The object of the presently disclosed and claimed 
inventive concept(s) is, therefore, to provide a ?at, tWo-di 
mensional sleeve Which is erectable into a three-dimensional 
Wherein the erected sleeve has a shape Which conforms to the 
shape of the pot Without revealing unsightly extra material. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a ?attened gusseted 
sleeve constructed in accordance With the presently disclosed 
and claimed inventive concept(s). 
[0008] FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional vieW ofthe sleeve ofFIG. 
1 taken along line 2-2. 
[0009] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the sleeve of FIG. 1 
in an open state With a pot disposed therein. 
[0010] FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of the sleeve of FIG. 3 
after a ?oWer pot has been disposed therein and an upper 
portion of the sleeve has been removed. 
[0011] FIG. 5A is a fragmented perspective vieW of the 
sleeve of FIG. 1 With particular reference to a straight fold in 
the gusset. 
[0012] FIG. 5B is a bottom vieW of the sleeve of FIG. 5A 
When opened. 
[0013] FIG. 5C is a perspective vieW of the sleeve of FIG. 
5A When opened. 
[0014] FIG. 6A is a fragmented perspective vieW of a sleeve 
like the sleeve of FIG. 5A but With a curved fold in the gusset. 
[0015] FIG. 6B is a bottom vieW of the sleeve of FIG. 6A 
When opened. 
[0016] FIG. 6C is a perspective vieW of the sleeve of FIG. 
6A When opened. 
[0017] FIG. 7 is a partially cutaWay, elevational vieW of a 
sleeve Wherein a bonding material is disposed upon a portion 
of an upper end of the sleeve for sealing the sleeve. 
[0018] FIG. 8 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve having a 
folding ?ap for sealing the sleeve. 
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[0019] FIG. 9 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve having a 
bonding material disposed on an inner portion of the sleeve 
for bonding the sleeve to a pot. 
[0020] 
extended port 
[0021] 
extended port 
[0022] 

FIG. 10 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve having an 
ion serving as a support extension. 

FIG. 11 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve having an 
ion serving as a handle. 

FIG. 12 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve shoWing an 
alternate pattern of perforations. 
[0023] FIG. 13 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve shoWing 
another perforation pattern. 
[0024] FIG. 14 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve shoWing 
another perforation pattern. 
[0025] FIG. 15 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve shoWing 
another perforation pattern. 
[0026] FIG. 16 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve shoWing 
another perforation pattern. 
[0027] 
sleeve of FIG 

[0028] 
sleeve of FIG 

[0029] 

FIG. 17 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
. 1 but Without an upper sleeve portion. 

FIG. 18 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve like the 
. 1 but With the gusset folded outWardly. 

FIG. 19 is a cross-sectional vieW of the sleeve of 
FIG. 18 taken along line 19-19. 
[0030] 
sleeve of FIG 

[0031] 
sleeve of FIG. 
[0032] 
sleeve of FIG 

[0033] 

FIG. 20 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
. 1 but having pleats. 

FIG. 21 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
20 but having a rounded bottom With no gusset. 

FIG. 22 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
. 20 but having a straight bottom. 

FIG. 23 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
sleeve of FIG. 20 but having a straight bottom and no gusset. 
[0034] FIG. 24 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
sleeve of FIG. 20 but having pleats extending only to near the 
perforations. 
[0035] FIG. 25 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
sleeve of FIG. 20 but having pleats extending just a short 
distance above a loWer end thereof. 

[0036] 

[0037] 

[0038] 

[0039] 

[0040] 

sides. 

[0041] 

[0042] 

[0043] 

[0044] 

[0045] 

[0046] 

[0047] 

[0048] 

FIG. 
sleeve of FIG. 

FIG. 
sleeve of FIG. 

FIG. 
sleeve of FIG. 

FIG. 
sleeve of FIG. 

FIG. 
sleeve of FIG. 

FIG. 
sleeve of FIG. 

FIG. 
sleeve of FIG. 

FIG. 
sleeve of FIG. 

FIG. 
sleeve of FIG. 

FIG. 
sleeve in FIG. 

FIG. 
sleeve in FIG. 

FIG. 
sleeve in FIG. 

FIG. 

26 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
20 but Without an upper sleeve portion. 
27 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
21 but Without an upper sleeve portion. 
28 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
22 but Without an upper sleeve portion. 
29 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
23 but Without an upper sleeve portion. 
30 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
20 but Wherein the pleats do not intersect the 

31 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
20 but having Z-shaped pleats. 
32 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
30 but having Z-shaped pleats. 
33 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
20 but having ?uted folds. 
34 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
30 but having ?uted folds. 
35 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
1 but having an elastomeric loWer portion. 
36 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
35 but Without a gusset. 
37 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
36 but With a straight loWer end. 
38 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 

sleeve in FIG. 37 but With a gusset. 
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[0049] FIG. 39 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
sleeve in FIG. 35 but Wherein the elastomeric portion extends 
only partially up from a loWer end on a loWer portion. 

[0050] FIG. 40 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
sleeve of FIG. 35, but Wherein the elastomeric portion is only 
on a gusset thereof. 

[0051] FIG. 41 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
sleeve in FIG. 35, but Wherein an elastomeric portion extends 
over most of the surface of the sleeve. 

[0052] FIG. 42 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
sleeve in FIG. 20, but rather than having pleats, having ran 
domly positioned, overlapping folds. 
[0053] FIG. 43 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
sleeve in FIG. 21, but rather than having pleats, having ran 
domly positioned, overlapping folds. 
[0054] FIG. 44 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
sleeve in FIG. 22, but rather than having pleats, having ran 
domly positioned, overlapping folds. 
[0055] FIG. 45 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
sleeve in FIG. 23, but rather than having pleats, having ran 
domly positioned, overlapping folds. 
[0056] FIG. 46 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
sleeve in FIG. 24, but rather than having pleats, having ran 
domly positioned, overlapping folds. 
[0057] FIG. 47 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
sleeve in FIG. 25, but rather than having pleats, having ran 
domly positioned, overlapping folds. 
[0058] FIG. 48 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
sleeve in FIG. 40, but rather than having an elastomeric por 
tion, having randomly positioned, overlapping folds. 
[0059] FIG. 49 is a perspective vieW of a sleeve like the 
sleeve in FIG. 1 except also having slits in a loWer portion 
thereof. 

[0060] FIG. 50 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve having a 
loWer end Without a gusset and having an alternate shape. 

[0061] FIG. 51 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve having a 
loWer end Without a gusset and having yet another alternate 
shape. 
[0062] FIG. 52 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve having a 
loWer end Without a gusset and having yet another alternate 
shape. 
[0063] FIG. 53 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve having a 
loWer end Without a gusset and having yet another alternate 
shape. 
[0064] FIG. 54 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve having a 
loWer end Without a gusset and having yet another alternate 
shape. 
[0065] FIG. 55 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve having a 
loWer end Without a gusset and having yet another alternate 
shape. 
[0066] FIG. 56 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve having a 
loWer end Without a gusset and having yet another alternate 
shape. 
[0067] FIG. 57 is an elevational vieW of a sleeve having an 
open loWer end With a band. 

[0068] FIG. 58 is a perspective vieW of the sleeve of FIG. 57 
in an open state With a pot disposed therein. 

[0069] FIG. 59 is a perspective vieW of an apparatus and 
process for making a sleeve in accordance With the presently 
disclosed and claimed inventive concept(s). 
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[0070] FIG. 60 is a partial cross-sectional vieW ofa gusset 
sealing mechanism of the apparatus of FIG. 59 taken along 
line 60-60. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0071] The presently disclosed and claimed inventive con 
cept(s) contemplates in a preferred embodiment a plant pack 
aging system comprising a ?oral sleeve (also referred to 
herein as a “sleeve”) further comprising a combination of a 
protective upper sleeve portion (also referred to herein as an 
“upper portion”) and a decorative loWer cover portion (also 
referred to herein as a “loWer portion”) for packaging a potted 
plant. The protective upper sleeve portion can be detached 
from the decorative loWer cover portion of the ?oral sleeve 
once the protective function of the sleeve has been completed, 
thereby leaving the decorative loWer cover portion in a posi 
tion covering the pot. The protective upper sleeve portion and 
decorative loWer cover portion may be of unitary construction 
or may be separate components Which are attached together 
by various bonding materials or other sealing or attaching 
methods. 
[0072] More speci?cally, in a preferred embodiment, the 
presently disclosed and claimed inventive concept(s) contem 
plates a sleeve-type plant cover for covering a pot having a 
bottom surface and an outer peripheral surface. The plant 
cover comprises (1) a loWer portion having a loWer end, an 
upper end, an outer peripheral surface, and an expansion 
element for allowing expansion of a portion of the loWer 
portion, and (2) an upper portion extending from the upper 
end of the loWer portion and detachable therefrom. As used 
herein, the term “expansion element” means an amount of 
material or alternately, a type of material Which can be 
expanded or unfolded to cover a greater area than in the 
unexpanded state. The expansion element may be an infolded 
or outfolded gusset, a pleated or folded area, overlapping 
folds, or elastic material. When the pot is inserted into the 
loWer portion, the expansion element expands to alloW the pot 
to ?t into the loWer portion of the sleeve. The loWer portion is 
siZed to substantially cover and conform to the outer periph 
eral and bottom surfaces of the pot once the loWer portion has 
been expanded about the pot. 
[0073] In a preferred embodiment, the sleeve is constructed 
so that When the pot is disposed Within the sleeve, the sleeve 
conforms to the shape of the pot so that the bottom of the pot 
is coplanar With the inner bottom surface of the sleeve, 
Wherein there are substantially no overlapping folded por 
tions in that portion of the sleeve Which is underneath the pot. 
Further, it is also preferred that a sideWall of the sleeve in the 
erected position extends angularly from the bottom of the 
sleeve upWardly from the bottom. Preferably the sideWall of 
the expanded sleeve extends upWardly from the bottom of the 
sleeve at a substantially uniform angle so that there are no 
outWardly extending “ears” such as those seen in Us. Pat. 
No. 5,235,782, described above. More preferably, the side 
Wall of the sleeve in the expanded condition extends upWardly 
from the bottom at substantially the same angle at Which the 
sideWall of the pot extends from the bottom of the pot. Pref 
erably, the bottom of the sleeve in the expanded condition 
conforms to the curvature of the circumference of the bottom 
of the pot disposed therein. Also, preferably, the sideWall of 
the sleeve in the expanded condition conforms to the curva 
ture of the circumference of the outer peripheral surface of the 
pot or to the circumference taken through a plane thereof. 
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[0074] In a preferred embodiment, the sleeve is constructed 
such that When the sleeve is converted to the expanded posi 
tion and a pot is disposed therein, both the bottom and the 
sideWall of the sleeve ?t closely against the bottom and side 
Wall of the pot leaving substantially no void space or gaps 
there betWeen. In an alternative preferred embodiment, if a 
gap does exist betWeen the sideWall of the sleeve and the 
sideWall of the pot, the gap is substantially uniform for the 
entire length of the sideWall of the sleeve from the bottom of 
the sleeve to the upper end of the pot in any given plane. 

[0075] In a particularly preferred embodiment, the pres 
ently disclosed and claimed inventive concept(s) comprises a 
?attened sleeve for containing a pot having an outer periph 
eral surface and a bottom surface. The sleeve comprises a ?rst 
panel having an upper end, a loWer end, a ?rst side and a 
second side; a second panel having an upper end, a loWer end, 
a ?rst side and a second side; and a gusset portion. In this 
embodiment of the ?attened sleeve, the ?rst panel is disposed 
?atWise upon the second panel With the ?rst side of the ?rst 
panel joined With the ?rst side of the second panel, and With 
the second side of the ?rst panel joined With the second side 
of the second panel, and With the gusset portion extending 
from the loWer end of the ?rst panel and from the loWer end of 
the second panel. The gusset is inWardly folded to extend a 
distance betWeen the ?rst panel and the second panel. 
[0076] In this embodiment, the ?attened sleeve has a con 
vexly curved loWer end, and When the sleeve is expanded to an 
open state and disposed about the pot, the sleeve has a side 
Wall Which substantially surrounds the outer peripheral sur 
face of the pot and a bottom substantially Without an over 
lapped portion therein When the pot rests upon the bottom of 
the sleeve. Preferably, the bottom of the sleeve in the open 
state substantially conforms to the circumferential curvature 
of the bottom surface of the pot. Also preferably, the sideWall 
of the sleeve in the open state substantially conforms to the 
curvature of the outer peripheral surface of the pot. The side 
Wall of the sleeve in the open state may extend upWardly from 
the bottom of the sleeve at an angle greater than 90 degrees 
When a pot is disposed Within the sleeve. Also, the sideWall of 
the sleeve in the open state may extend upWardly at a sub 
stantially uniform angle from the bottom of the sleeve along 
the outer peripheral surface of the pot disposed therein. 
[0077] Preferably, the sleeve comprises an upper sleeve 
portion extending from the upper end of the ?rst panel and 
from the upper end of the second panel and Which is detach 
able therefrom via a detaching element or assembly. Addi 
tionally, the sleeve forms a decorative cover When disposed 
about the pot. Further, the gusset, in a preferred embodiment, 
has a straight fold extending from the ?rst sides of the ?rst and 
second panels to the second sides of the ?rst and second 
panels. Alternatively, the gusset has a curved fold extending 
from the ?rst sides of the ?rst and second panels to the second 
sides of the ?rst and second panels. Moreover, a bonding 
material may be disposed upon a portion of the sleeve for 
connecting to the pot. The presently disclosed and claimed 
inventive concept(s) may also comprise a package compris 
ing a ?oWer pot or other items described herein disposed 
Within the sleeve described above, or any other sleeve 
described herein. The presently disclosed and claimed inven 
tive concept(s) may also comprise a method of assembling a 
package comprising a ?oWer pot or other items described 
elseWhere herein disposed Within the sleeve described above, 
or any other sleeve described herein. 






















