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r1110 
| provide a mobile media device enclosure | 

111 1 r 
| couple a mobile media device to the mobile media device enclosure | 

1112 r 
| uncouple a second case section and a fourth case section from the mobile media device | 

r1113 
place the second case section, the fourth case section, and a first side of the mobile 
media device on a surface such that the mobile media device is in a ?rst landscape 

viewing mode 
i F1 1 14 

re-couple the second case section and the fourth case section to the mobile media device 

i F1 1 15 
uncouple a ?rst case section and the second case section from the mobile media device 

l F1116 
place the ?rst case section, the second case section, and a second side of the mobile 

media device on the surface such that the mobile media device is in a ?rst portrait viewing 
mode 

1117 
| re-couple the ?rst case section and the second case section to the mobile media device | 

l r1118 
I uncouple the ?rst case section and a third case section from the mobile media device I 

l [-1119 
place the ?rst case section, the third case section, and a third side of the mobile media 

device on the surface such that the mobile media device is in a second landscape viewing 
mode 

l r1120 
| re-couple the ?rst case section and the third case section to the mobile media device I 

l F1121 
uncouple the third case section and the fourth case section from the mobile media device 

l 1122 F 
place the third case section, the fourth case section, and a third side of the mobile media 
device on the surface such that the mobile media device is in a second portrait viewing 

mode 

l r1123 
re-couple the third case section and the fourth case section to the mobile media device 

FIG. 11 
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1211 / 
provide four or more case sections 

1212 
/ 

provide four or more section couplers 

1213 
/, 

elastically couple a ?rst case section of the four or more case sections to a 
second case section of the four or more case sections 

1214 

elastically couple the ?rst case section of the four or more case sections to a 
third case section of the four or more case sections 

1215 F 
elastically couple the second case section of the four or more case sections to a 

fourth case section of the four or more case sections 

1216 
f 

elastically couple the third case section of the four or more case sections to the 
fourth case section of the four or more case sections 

FIG. 12 
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MOBILE MEDIA DEVICE ENCLOSURE, 
METHOD OF USE OF MOBILE MEDIA 

DEVICE ENCLOSURE, AND METHOD OF 
PROVIDING MOBILE MEDIA DEVICE 

ENCLOSURE 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application claims priority to US. Provisional 
Patent Application 61/182,289 ?led on May 29, 2009. US. 
Provisional Patent Application 61/182,289 is incorporated 
herein by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates generally to portable device 
enclosures, and relates, more particularly, to a case/enclosure 
for a portable digital media player including apparatuses and 
methods related thereto. 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] Advancing technology has made portable electrical 
devices (i.e., mobile media devices) increasingly popular and 
has given such electrical devices an ever-increasing array of 
capabilities. Some electrical devices, such as digital music 
and video players, cellular phones, personal digital assistants, 
handheld digital computers, and the like, include the capabil 
ity to display images or videos. It is possible to vieW the 
images or videos While holding such video-capable devices in 
one’s hand, but it Would often be more convenient and more 
comfortable to set doWn such electrical devices and have 
them maintain a position in Which the images and videos can 
be vieWed easily. Examples of video-capable devices are the 
iPod® or iPhone® or iTouch® product by Apple Inc. of 
Cupertino, Calif. Another example of a video-capable device 
is the Blackberry® product by Research In Motion (RIM) of 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada. 
[0004] Furthermore, most portable electrical devices 
include display or touch screens and/ or control mechanisms. 
It Would be convenient for the user of such electrical devices 
if a protective case alloWed easy vieWing of the display screen 
from a distance and operation of the electrical device, Without 
requiring the user to hold the electrical device or remove it 
from the case. 
[0005] Accordingly, a need exists for a case for an electrical 
device that both protects the electrical device and alloWs it to 
maintain a hands-free operating and vieWing position. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0006] The invention Will be better understood from a read 
ing of the folloWing detailed description of examples of 
embodiments, taken in conjunction With the accompanying 
?gures in the draWings in Which: 
[0007] FIG. 1 is a perspective exterior backside vieW illus 
trating an embodiment of an exemplary case device for pro 
viding protection of a mobile digital media device, in accor 
dance With the subject matter described herein. 
[0008] FIG. 2 is a perspective front-side vieW illustrating an 
interior vieW of the exemplary case device of FIG. 1 in accor 
dance With the subject matter described herein. 
[0009] FIG. 3 is a perspective front-side vieW illustrating an 
inside vieW of the exemplary case device of FIG. 1 in accor 
dance With the subject matter described herein. 
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[0010] FIG. 4 is a perspective front-side vieW illustrating 
the exemplary case device of FIG. 1 coupled to a mobile 
digital media device, in accordance With the subject matter 
described herein. 
[0011] FIG. 5 is a perspective front-side vieW illustrating 
the exemplary case device of FIG. 1 positioned in a landscape 
vieWing format and coupled to the mobile digital media 
device of FIG. 4, in accordance With the subject matter 
described herein. 
[0012] FIG. 6 is a perspective rear-side vieW the exemplary 
case device of FIG. 1 positioned in the landscape vieWing 
format and coupled to the mobile digital media device of FIG. 
4, in accordance With the subject matter described herein. 
[0013] FIG. 7 is a right-side vieW the exemplary case device 
of FIG. 1 positioned in the landscape vieWing format and 
coupled to the mobile digital media device of FIG. 4, in 
accordance With the subject matter described herein. 
[0014] FIG. 8 is a perspective rear-side vieW illustrating the 
exemplary case device of FIG. 1 positioned in a portrait 
vieWing format and coupled to the mobile digital media 
device of FIG. 4, in accordance With the subject matter 
described herein. 
[0015] FIG. 9 is a perspective rear-side vieW illustrating the 
exemplary case device of FIG. 1 positioned in the portrait 
vieWing format and coupled to the mobile digital media 
device of FIG. 4, in accordance With the subject matter 
described herein. 
[0016] FIG. 10 is a left-side vieW illustrating the exemplary 
case device of FIG. 1 positioned in the portrait vieWing format 
and coupled to the mobile digital media device of FIG. 4, in 
accordance With the subject matter described herein. 
[0017] FIG. 11 is a How chart illustrating a method of using 
an exemplary case device, in accordance With the subject 
matter described herein. 
[0018] FIG. 12 is a How chart illustrating a method of 
providing an exemplary case device, in accordance With the 
subject matter described herein. 
[0019] For simplicity and clarity of illustration, the draWing 
?gures illustrate the general manner of construction, and 
descriptions and details of Well-knoWn features and tech 
niques may be omitted to avoid unnecessarily obscuring the 
invention. Additionally, elements in the draWing ?gures are 
not necessarily draWn to scale. For example, the dimensions 
of some of the elements in the ?gures may be exaggerated 
relative to other elements to help improve understanding of 
embodiments of the present invention. The same reference 
numerals in different ?gures denote the same elements. 
[0020] The terms “?rst,” “second,” “third,” “fourth,” and 
the like in the description and in the claims, if any, are used for 
distinguishing betWeen similar elements and not necessarily 
for describing a particular sequential or chronological order. 
It is to be understood that the terms so used are interchange 
able under appropriate circumstances such that the embodi 
ments described herein are, for example, capable of operation 
in sequences other than those illustrated or otherWise 
described herein. Furthermore, the terms “include,” and 
“have,” and any variations thereof, are intended to cover a 
non-exclusive inclusion, such that a process, method, system, 
article, device, or apparatus that comprises a list of elements 
is not necessarily limited to those elements, but may include 
other elements not expressly listed or inherent to such pro 
cess, method, system, article, device, or apparatus. 
[0021] The terms “left,” “right,” “front,” “back,” “top,” 
“bottom,” “over,” “under,” and the like in the description and 
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in the claims, if any, are used for descriptive purposes and not 
necessarily for describing permanent relative positions. It is 
to be understood that the terms so used are interchangeable 
under appropriate circumstances such that the embodiments 
of the invention described herein are, for example, capable of 
operation in other orientations than those illustrated or other 
Wise described herein. 
[0022] The terms “couple,” “coupled,” “couples,” “cou 
pling,” and the like should be broadly understood and refer to 
connecting tWo or more elements or signals, electrically, 
mechanically or otherWise. TWo or more electrical elements 
may be electrically coupled, but not mechanically or other 
Wise coupled; tWo or more mechanical elements may be 
mechanically coupled, but not electrically or otherWise 
coupled; tWo or more electrical elements may be mechani 
cally coupled, but not electrically or otherWise coupled. Cou 
pling (Whether mechanical, electrical, or otherWise) may be 
for any length of time, e.g., permanent or semi-permanent or 
only for an instant. 
[0023] “Electrical coupling” and the like should be broadly 
understood and include coupling involving any electrical sig 
nal, Whether a poWer signal, a data signal, and/or other types 
or combinations of electrical signals. “Mechanical coupling” 
and the like should be broadly understood and include 
mechanical coupling of all types. The absence of the Word 
“removably,” “removable,” and the like near the Word 
“coupled,” and the like does not mean that the coupling, etc. 
in question is or is not removable. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0024] In some examples, a mobile media device case can 
include: (a) a ?rst portion, the ?rst portion of the mobile 
media device case having a ?rst interior side and a ?rst exte 
rior side, the ?rst portion has a rectangular con?guration, the 
?rst portion comprising a ?rst top edge, a ?rst right edge, a 
?rst left edge and a ?rst bottom edge, the ?rst interior side 
having a ?rst interior plane portion and a ?rst interior remain 
der portion, the ?rst interior plane portion of the ?rst interior 
side of the ?rst portion is con?gured to form a ?rst plane 
de?ned by the ?rst right edge and the ?rst bottom edge and 
further con?gured to receive a ?rst portion of a back of a 
mobile media device, the ?rst interior remainder portion of 
the ?rst interior side of the ?rst portion con?gured to rise 
aWay from the ?rst interior plane portion of the ?rst interior 
side of the ?rst portion and de?ned by the ?rst top edge and 
the ?rst left edge, the ?rst top edge con?gured to receive a ?rst 
section of a top side of the mobile media device and the ?rst 
left edge con?gured to receive a ?rst section of a left side of 
the mobile media device; (b) a second portion, the second 
portion of the mobile media device case having a second 
interior side and a second exterior side, the secondportion has 
a rectangular con?guration, the second portion including a 
second top edge, a second right edge, a second left edge and 
a second bottom edge, the second interior side having a sec 
ond interior plane portion and a second interior remainder 
portion, the second interior plane portion of the second inte 
rior side of the second portion con?gured to form a second 
plane de?ned by the second left edge and the second bottom 
edge and further con?gured to receive a second portion of the 
back of the mobile media device, the second interior remain 
der portion of the second interior side of the second portion 
con?gured to rise aWay from the second interior plane portion 
of the second interior side of the second portion and de?ned 
by the second top edge and the second right edge, the second 

Dec. 2, 2010 

top edge con?gured to receive a second section of the top side 
of the mobile media device and the second right edge con?g 
ured to receive a second section of a right side of the mobile 
media device; (c) a third portion, the third portion of the 
mobile media device case having a third interior side and a 
third exterior side, the third portion has a rectangular con?gu 
ration, the third portion including a third top edge, a third right 
edge, a third left edge and a third bottom edge, the third 
interior side having a third interior plane portion and a third 
interior remainder portion, the third interior plane portion of 
the third interior side of the third portion con?gured to form a 
third plane de?ned by the third right edge and the third top 
edge and further con?gured to receive a third portion of the 
back of the mobile media device, the third interior remainder 
portion of the third interior side of the third portion con?gured 
to rise aWay from the third interior plane portion of the third 
interior side of the third portion and de?ned by the third 
bottom edge and the third left edge, the third bottom edge 
con?gured to receive a third section of a bottom side of the 
mobile media device and the third left edge con?gured to 
receive a third section of the left side of the mobile media 
device; and (d) a fourth portion, the fourth portion of the 
mobile media device case having a fourth interior side and a 
fourth exterior side, the fourth portion has a rectangular con 
?guration, the fourth portion including a fourth top edge, a 
fourth right edge, a fourth left edge and a fourth bottom edge, 
the fourth interior side having a fourth interior plane portion 
and a fourth interior remainder portion, the fourth interior 
plane portion of the fourth interior side of the fourth portion 
con?gured to form a plane de?ned by the fourth left edge and 
the fourth top edge and further con?gured to receive a portion 
of the back of the mobile media device, the fourth interior 
remainder portion of the fourth interior side of the fourth 
portion con?gured to rise aWay from the fourth interior plane 
portion of the fourth interior side of the fourth portion and 
de?ned by the fourth bottom edge and the fourth right edge, 
the fourth bottom edge con?gured to receive a fourth section 
of the bottom side of the mobile media device and the fourth 
right edge con?gured to receive a fourth section of the right 
side of the mobile media device. The ?rst right edge of the ?rst 
portion of the mobile media device case is elastically coupled 
to the second left edge of the second portion of the mobile 
media device case. The ?rst bottom edge of the ?rst portion of 
the mobile media device case is elastically coupled to the 
third top edge of the third portion of the mobile media device 
case. The second bottom edge of the second portion of the 
mobile media device case is elastically coupled to the fourth 
top edge of the fourth portion of the mobile media device 
case. The third right edge of the third portion of the mobile 
media device case is elastically coupled to the fourth left edge 
of the fourth portion of the mobile media device case. 

[0025] In another embodiment, a mobile media device 
enclosure can include: (a) an enclosure having an interior, an 
exterior, a top side, a bottom side, a right side, and a left side, 
the interior con?gured to form a cavity, the cavity is siZed to 
retain a mobile media device therein; (b) a vertical boundary, 
the vertical boundary having a substantially vertical orienta 
tion and con?gured to substantially bisect the mobile media 
device enclosure from the top side to the bottom side; and (c) 
a horiZontal boundary, the horiZontal boundary having a sub 
stantially horiZontal orientation and con?gured to substan 
tially bisect the mobile media device enclosure from the left 
side to the right side. The vertical boundary and the horiZontal 
boundary are further con?gured to substantially divide the 
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mobile media device enclosure into four sections. Each of the 
four sections is elastically coupled to tWo other sections of the 
four sections. 
[0026] Still further embodiments concern a method of 
using a mobile media device enclosure With a mobile media 
device. The method can include: providing the mobile media 
device enclosure to include: (a) a ?rst case section; (b) a 
second case section moveably coupled to the ?rst case sec 
tion; (c) a third case section moveably coupled to the ?rst case 
section; and (d) a fourth case section moveably coupled to the 
second case section and the third case section; coupling the 
mobile media device to the mobile media device enclosure; 
uncoupling the second case section and the fourth case sec 
tion from the mobile media device; and placing the second 
case section, the fourth case section, and a ?rst side of the 
mobile media device on a surface such that the mobile media 
device is in a ?rst landscape vieWing mode. 
[0027] Yet further embodiments concern a method of pro 
viding a mobile media device enclosure con?gured to hold a 
mobile media device. The method including: providing four 
or more case sections; elastically coupling a ?rst case section 
of the four or more case sections to a second case section of 

the four or more case sections; elastically coupling the ?rst 
case section of the four or more case sections to a third case 

section of the four or more case sections; elastically coupling 
the second case section of the four or more case sections to a 

fourth case section of the four or more case sections; and 
elastically coupling the third case section of the four or more 
case sections to the fourth case section of the four or more 

case sections. The four or more case sections are con?gured 
such that a ?rst tWo of the four or more case section can be 
moved relative a second tWo of the four or more case sections 
to form a stand for the mobile media device. 

[0028] FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective back-side vieW of an 
embodiment of an exemplary case device for providing pro 
tection of a mobile digital media device and con?gurable as a 
vieWing platform capable of providing multiple vieWing 
angles. FIG. 1 illustrates a mobile digital media case system 
100 that includes a mobile media device enclosure or mobile 
digital media device case 110. Mobile digital media device 
case 110 includes: (a) tWo or more case sections 111, 113, 
116, and 118 partially de?ned by vertical boundary 130 and 
horizontal boundary 140. In some examples, case section 118 
can include camera lens Well 150, Which alloWs mobile digi 
tal media device camera functionality. 

[0029] Each ofthe case sections 111, 113, 116 and 118 are 
con?gured to have an exterior portion (illustrated in FIG. 1) 
and an interior portion (illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3) and at 
least tWo de?ned edges With each of the de?ned edges con 
?gured to ?xedly contact (described beloW) an associated 
de?ned edge of one of the other three case sections. In one 
embodiment, each of the case sections 111, 113, 116 and 118 
is con?gured in a substantially rectangular shape having at 
least tWo de?ned edges de?ned by vertical boundary 130 and 
horizontal boundary 140 (described beloW). Further to some 
embodiments, each of the de?ned edges of each of the case 
sections 111, 113, 116 and 118 is con?gured to ?xedly con 
tact a de?ned edge of one of the other case sections 111, 113, 
116 and 118. 

[0030] As illustrated in FIG. 1, each of the case sections 
111, 113, 116 and 118 is a physically separate and distinct 
portion of mobile digital media device case 110. In one 
embodiment, each case section is con?gured as a quadrant of 
mobile digital media device case 110 having four edges With 
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tWo of the four edges partially de?ned by vertical boundary 
130 and horizontal boundary 140. Together, a substantial 
portion of each of case sections 111, 113; 116 and 118, 
including the portions or edges proximate vertical boundary 
130 and horizontal boundary 140, form an interior plane or 
surface (not shoWn, but described beloW in reference to FIG. 
2). The interior plane or surface is con?gured to receive the 
back side of a mobile digital media device. 

[0031] In many embodiments, the Widths of vertical bound 
ary 130 and horizontal boundary 140 are minimal. As an 
example, the Width of vertical boundary 130 can be the per 
pendicular distance betWeen case sections 111 and 113 and 
betWeen case sections 116 and 118. The Width of horizontal 
boundary 140 can be the perpendicular distance betWeen case 
sections 111 and 118 and betWeen 113 and 116. Additionally, 
the remaining portion of each section, including the remain 
ing tWo edges ofeach ofcase sections 111,113, 116 and 118, 
are con?gured to rise aWay from the interior plane or surface 
of digital media device case 110. The remaining portion of 
each of the sections is further con?gured, When the case 
sections are ?xedly contacting one another, to enclose the 
sides of an appropriately sized mobile digital media device, 
including a small portion of the perimeter of the front of 
mobile digital media device. In some embodiments, enclos 
ing the back, sides, and a small portion of the perimeter of the 
front of mobile digital media device retains the mobile digital 
media device Within the cavity formed by the interiorplane or 
surface and the edges ofthe case sections 111, 113, 116, and 
118. In an example, the remaining portion of each of the 
sections, including the remaining tWo edges of each case 
section 111, 113, 116 and 118, are curvilinearly con?gured to 
rise aWay from the interior plane or surface of digital media 
device case 110. 

[0032] In this embodiment and as further described beloW, 
each ofthe case sections 111, 113, 116, and 118 is elastically 
coupled to tWo other case sections. In an example, case sec 
tion 113 is con?gured in a substantially rectangular shape 
having at least tWo edges de?ned by vertical boundary 130 
and horizontal boundary 140 and is located at the loWer right 
quadrant of mobile digital media device case 110 in FIG. 1. 
Further to this example, case section 111 is con?gured in a 
substantially rectangular shape having at least tWo edges 
de?ned by vertical boundary 130 and horizontal boundary 
140 and is located at the loWer left quadrant of mobile digital 
media device case 110 in FIG. 1. Case section 116 is con?g 
ured in a substantially rectangular shape having at least tWo 
edges de?ned by vertical boundary 130 and horizontal 
boundary 140 and is located at the upper right quadrant of 
mobile digital media device case 110 in FIG. 1. Case section 
118 is con?gured in a substantially rectangular shape having 
at least tWo edges de?ned by vertical boundary 130 and 
horizontal boundary 140 and is located at the upper left quad 
rant of mobile digital media device case 110 in FIG. 1. 

[0033] In the same of different example, the edge of case 
section 113 that is de?ned by vertical boundary 130 is con 
?gured to ?xedly contact and be in user controlled physical 
communication With the edge of case section 111 that also is 
de?ned by vertical boundary 130. Similarly, the edge of case 
section 113 that is de?ned by horizontal boundary 140 is 
con?gured to ?xedly contact and be in user controlled physi 
cal communication With the edge of case section 116 that also 
is de?ned by horizontal boundary 140. The edge of case 
section 111 that is de?ned by horizontal boundary 140 is 
con?gured to ?xedly contact and be in user controlled physi 
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cal communication With the edge of case section 118 that also 
is de?ned by horizontal boundary 140. Also, the edge of the 
case section 118 that is de?ned by vertical boundary 130 is 
con?gured to ?xedly contact and be in user controller physi 
cal communication With the edge of case section 116 that is 
also de?ned by vertical boundary 130. In one embodiment 
and as further described beloW, the interior edges, the exterior 
edges, or both of the case sections are elastically coupled to 
one another. 

[0034] FIG. 2 illustrates a perspective inside vieW of mobile 
digital media case system 200 that includes mobile digital 
media device case 210. In one embodiment, mobile digital 
media case system 200 and mobile digital media device case 
210 in FIG. 2 can be same as mobile digital media case system 
100 and mobile digital media device case 110 in FIG. 1. FIG. 
2 shoWs a perspective inside vieW While FIG. 1 shoWs a 
perspective backside vieW of the system and case. 
[0035] Mobile digital media device case 210 includes: case 
sections 111, 113, 116 and 118 partially de?ned by vertical 
boundary 130 and horiZontal boundary 140, case section 
couplers 222, 224, 227 and 229, and camera lens Well 150. 
Each of case sections 111, 113, 116 and 118 includes an 
associated one of case section moldings 211, 213, 216 and 
218 as Well as an associated one of case section interiors 221, 
223, 226 and 228. Items identi?ed With substantially similar 
numbering as in previous ?gures function in a substantially 
similar Way. 

[0036] In FIG. 2, each case section molding is coupled to 
the tWo exterior edges of the associated case section and 
con?gured to extend toWard an associated interior edge so as 
to contact a minimal portion of the mobile digital media 
device When the mobile digital media device is received in 
mobile digital media device case 210. The coupling can be 
mechanical, chemical, physical, or the like. In operation and 
detailed in FIG. 4 beloW, the case section moldings 211, 213, 
216 and 218 are con?gured to maintain the mobile digital 
media device Within mobile digital media device case 210. As 
With case sections 111, 113, 116 and 118, each case section 
interior 221, 223, 226 and 228 includes tWo interior edges at 
least partially de?ned by vertical boundary 130 and horiZon 
tal boundary 140. Each case section interior 221, 223, 226, 
and 228 additionally includes a portion along each interior 
edge to couple to a similar interior edge of an associated case 
section interior. The coupling can be similar to or different 
from the coupling betWeen the case section molding and the 
tWo exterior edges of the associated case section, as described 
above. Each such portion of the case section interior is 
mechanically coupled to an associated case coupler that is in 
turn mechanically coupled to a portion of an associated case 
section interior. 

[0037] In one embodiment, case section interior 221 
includes a portion along the interior edge de?ned by vertical 
boundary 130 that is mechanically coupled to case section 
coupler 222 that is in turn mechanically coupled to the portion 
of case section interior 223 along the associated interior edge 
that also is de?ned by vertical boundary 130. Similarly, case 
section interior 226 includes a portion along the interior edge 
de?ned by vertical boundary 130 that is mechanically 
coupled to case section coupler 227 that is in turn mechani 
cally coupled to the portion of case section interior 228 along 
the associated interior edge that also is de?ned by vertical 
boundary 130. Further to this embodiment, case section inte 
rior 221 includes a portion along the interior edge de?ned by 
horiZontal boundary 140 that is mechanically coupled to case 
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section coupler 229 that is in turn mechanically coupled to a 
portion of case section interior 228 along the associated inte 
rior edge that also is de?ned by horiZontal boundary 140. 
Similarly, case section interior 223 includes a portion along 
the interior edge de?ned by horiZontal boundary 140 that is 
mechanically coupled to case section coupler 224 that is in 
turn mechanically coupled to another portion of case section 
interior 226 along the associated interior edge that also is 
de?ned by horiZontal boundary 140. In the same or a different 
embodiment, other portions of case sections 111, 113, 116, 
and 118 can also be mechanically coupled together by the 
same case section couplers that mechanically couple together 
case section interiors 221, 223, 226, and 228, or the case 
section couplers can mechanically couple together exterior 
portions of case sections 111, 113, 116, and 118 instead of 
case section interiors 221, 223, 226, and 228. In one embodi 
ment, the Width of vertical boundary 130 and horiZontal 
boundary 140 is variable depending on the type of material 
from Which the case section couplers are manufactured. 

[0038] As an example, the overall construction of mobile 
digital media device cases 110 and 210 in FIGS. 1 and 2, 
respectively, can include: (a) a polycarbonate case With or 
Without laminated materials; (b) polycarbonate pieces 
coupled together by stretching joints; and/or (c) a skeleton 
frame With laminated exterior and interior surfaces and 
stretching joints. In some embodiments, the exterior portions 
ofcase sections 111, 113, 116, and 118 (FIG. 1) can comprise 
leather, synthetic leather, Woven fabrics (e.g., nylon, canvas, 
etc.), and/or the like. Also, in the same or different embodi 
ments, the interior portions of case sections 111, 113, 116, 
and 118 (e.g., case section interiors 221, 223, 226 and 228) 
can comprise micro?ber, satin, linen, and/ or the like. Further 
more, in the same or different embodiments, the skeleton 
frame or case section moldings can comprise polycarbonate 
or the like, and can support the exterior and interior portions 
of the case sections. Moreover, in the same or different 
embodiments, the stretch joint material or case section cou 
plers can comprise one or more elastic materials, silicone, 
and/or one or more thermoplastic elastomers. Additionally, in 
the same or different embodiments, the stretch joint material 
can be stitched and/ or glued to the interior and/or or exterior 
portions of the case sections, and/or the stretch joint material 
can be glued, heat Welded, and/or co-molded to the skeleton 
frame. 

[0039] FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective inside vieW of mobile 
digital media case system 300 that includes mobile digital 
media device case 310 positioned to receive a mobile digital 
media (not shoWn). Mobile digital media device case 310 
includes: case sections 111, 113, 116 and 118 partially 
de?ned by vertical boundary 330 and horiZontal boundary 
340, case section couplers 322, 324, 327 and 329, and camera 
lens Well 150. Each of case sections 111, 113, 116 and 118 
includes an associated one of case section moldings 211, 213, 
216 and 218 as Well as an associated one of case section 

interiors 221, 223, 226 and 228. Items identi?ed With sub 
stantially similar numbering as in previous ?gures function in 
a substantially similar Way. 

[0040] In FIG. 3, each of case section interiors 221, 223, 
226 and 228 includes tWo interior edges at least partially 
de?ned by vertical boundary 330 and horiZontal boundary 
340. In FIG. 3, vertical boundary 330 and horiZontal bound 
ary 340 are con?gured to have an increased Width When 
mobile digital media device case 310 is positioned to receive 
a mobile digital media. As shoWn in FIG. 3, vertical boundary 
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330 and horizontal boundary 340 have larger Widths than the 
Widths of vertical boundary 130 and horizontal boundary 140 
in FIGS. 1 and 2 because the case section couplers of FIG. 3 
are pulled apart or expanded. In operation, mobile digital 
media device case 310 is con?gured to receive a mobile 
digital media device (not shoWn) When force is applied to case 
sections 111,113,116 and 118 in such a Way as to separate the 
interior edges of the case sections from one another. When the 
force is applied, the physical integrity of the case is main 
tained in an expanded state by section couplers 322, 324, 327 
and 329. 

[0041] FIG. 4 illustrates a perspective vieW of mobile digi 
tal media case system 400 that includes mobile digital media 
device case 410 coupled to a mobile digital media device 405. 
Mobile digital media device case 410 includes: case sections 
111, 113 (not shoWn), 116, and 118 partially de?ned by 
vertical boundary 130 and horiZontal boundary 140, and case 
section moldings 211, 213, 216, and 218. Items identi?ed 
With substantially similar numbering as in previous ?gures 
function in a substantially similar Way. 

[0042] In some embodiments, mobile digital media device 
405 is enclosed Within mobile digital media device case 410 
by case section interiors (not shoWn, but described above) and 
associated case section moldings 211,213,216 and 218. In an 
example, the section couplers (not shoWn, but detailed 
described above) that are mechanically coupled to the case 
section interiors provide suf?cient tension so that the case 
section interiors form an enclosure around mobile digital 
media device 405. 
[0043] FIG. 5 illustrates a frontal perspective vieW of 
mobile digital media case system 500 that includes mobile 
digital media device case 510 positioned in a landscape vieW 
ing format that also includes a stand formed from portions of 
digital media device case 510. Mobile digital media device 
case 510 includes: case sections 111, 118, and 516 partially 
de?ned by vertical boundary 530 and horiZontal boundary 
540, and associated case section moldings 211, 216 and 218. 
Items identi?ed With substantially similar numbering as in 
previous ?gures function in a substantially similar Way. 
Although not shoWn in FIG. 5, mobile digital media device 
case 510 can also include a fourth case section 613 (FIG. 6) 
and a fourth case section molding, similar to the mobile 
digital media device cases described in FIGS. 1-4. 

[0044] In some embodiments, mobile digital media device 
405 is partially enclosed Within mobile digital media device 
case 510 that is con?gured as a vieWing stand alloWing a user 
to vieW mobile digital media device 405 in landscape mode. 
In one embodiment, a portion of mobile digital media device 
405 is used as part of the base When mobile digital media 
device case 510 is con?gured as a vieWing stand. In an 
example and referring to FIG. 5, case section 516 and an 
associated case section (case section 613 of FIG. 6, beloW) are 
con?gured to separate from a portion of mobile digital media 
device 405 and fold back at an angle along the axis de?ned by 
vertical boundary 530 exposing one of the longer sides, side 
501, of mobile digital media device 405. Further to this 
example, the exposed edge of side 501 of mobile digital 
media device 405 in conjunction With case section 516 and 
the associated case section (case section 613 of FIG. 6, beloW) 
form the base of mobile digital media device case 510 With 
the remaining edge of the opposite longer side of mobile 
digital media device 405 remaining Within mobile digital 
media device case 510 and secured by case sections 111 and 
118. 
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[0045] FIG. 6 illustrates a rear perspective vieW of mobile 
digital media case system 600 that includes mobile digital 
media device case 510 positioned in a landscaped vieWing 
format and that also includes a stand formed from portions of 
digital media device case 610. In FIG. 6, mobile digital media 
case system 600 is a rear-vieW illustration of mobile digital 
media case system 500 of FIG. 5. Mobile digital media device 
case 510 includes case sections 111, 118, 516 and 613 par 
tially de?ned by vertical boundary 530 and horiZontal bound 
ary 540, and also includes associated case section moldings 
211, 213 and 218. Items identi?ed With substantially similar 
numbering as in previous ?gures function in a substantially 
similar Way. 

[0046] As in FIG. 5, mobile digital media device 405 is 
partially enclosed Within mobile digital media device case 
510 that is con?gured as a vieWing stand alloWing a user to 
vieW mobile digital media device 405 in landscape mode. In 
one embodiment, a portion of mobile digital media device 
405 is used as part of the base When mobile digital media 
device case 510 is con?gured as a vieWing stand. In an 
example and referring to FIG. 6, case sections 516 and 613 are 
con?gured to detach from a portion of mobile digital media 
device 405 and fold back at an angle along the axis de?ned by 
vertical boundary 530 exposing one of the longer sides, side 
501, of mobile digital media device 405. Further to this 
example and as described in FIG. 5 above, the exposed edge 
of side 501 of mobile digital media device 405 in conjunction 
With case sections 516 and 613 form the base of mobile digital 
media device case 510 With the remaining edge of the oppo 
site longer side of mobile digital media device 405 remaining 
Within mobile digital media device case 510 and secured by 
case sections 111 and 118. 

[0047] FIG. 7 illustrates a right-angle vieW of mobile digi 
tal media case system 700 that includes mobile digital media 
device case 710 positioned in a landscaped vieWing format 
and that also includes a stand formed from portions of digital 
media device case 710. In FIG. 7, mobile digital media case 
system 700 is a right-angle illustration, along the bottom of 
mobile digital media device 405, of mobile digital media case 
system 500 of FIG. 5. In other embodiments, the angle 
betWeen case sections 111 and 113 can be approximately 
30-150 degrees. In the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 7, the 
angle is approximately 90 degrees. Items identi?ed With sub 
stantially similar numbering as in previous ?gures function in 
a substantially similar Way. As in FIG. 5, mobile digital media 
device 405 is partially enclosed Within mobile digital media 
device case 510, Which is con?gured as a vieWing stand 
alloWing a user to vieW mobile digital media device 405 in 
landscape mode. 
[0048] FIG. 8 illustrates a frontal perspective vieW of 
mobile digital media case system 800 that includes mobile 
digital media device case 810 positioned in a portrait vieWing 
format and that also includes a stand formed from portions of 
digital media device case 810. Mobile digital media device 
case 810 includes: case sections 116, 118 and 813 partially 
de?ned by vertical boundary 830 and horiZontal boundary 
840, and associated case section moldings 213, 216 and 218. 
Items identi?ed With substantially similar numbering as in 
previous ?gures function in a substantially similar Way. 
Although not shoWn in FIG. 8, mobile digital media device 
case 810 can also include a fourth case section and a fourth 
case section molding, similar to the mobile digital media 
device cases of FIGS. 1-4. 
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[0049] In some embodiments, mobile digital media device 
405 is partially enclosed Within mobile digital media device 
case 810, Which is con?gured as a vieWing stand allowing a 
user to vieW mobile digital media device 405 in portrait mode. 
In one embodiment, a portion of mobile digital media device 
405 is used as part of the base When mobile digital media 
device case 810 is con?gured as a vieWing stand. In an 
example and referring to FIG. 8, case section 813 and an 
associated case section (case section 911 of FIG. 9, beloW) are 
con?gured to detach from a portion of mobile digital media 
device 405 and fold back at an angle along the axis de?ned by 
horizontal boundary 840 exposing one of the shorter sides, 
side 802, of mobile digital media device 405. Further to this 
example, the exposed edge of side 802 of mobile digital 
media device 405 in conjunction With case section 813 and 
the associated case section (case section 911 of FIG. 9, beloW) 
form the base of mobile digital media device case 810 With 
the remaining edge of the opposite shorter side of mobile 
digital media device 405 remaining Within mobile digital 
media device case 810 and secured by case sections 116 and 
118. 

[0050] FIG. 9 illustrates a rear perspective vieW of mobile 
digital media case system 900 that includes mobile digital 
media device case 810 positioned in a portrait vieWing format 
and that also includes a stand formed from portions of digital 
media device case 810. In FIG. 9, mobile digital media case 
system 900 is a rear-vieW illustration of mobile digital media 
case system 800 of FIG. 8. Mobile digital media device case 
810 includes: case sections 116, 118, 813 and 911 partially 
de?ned by vertical boundary 830 and horiZontal boundary 
840. Items identi?ed With substantially similar numbering as 
in previous ?gures function in a substantially similar Way. 
[0051] As in FIG. 8, mobile digital media device 405 is 
partially enclosed Within mobile digital media device case 
810, Which is con?gured as a vieWing stand alloWing a user to 
vieW mobile digital media device 405 in portrait mode. In one 
embodiment, a portion of mobile digital media device 405 is 
used as part of the base When mobile digital media device case 
810 is con?gured as a vieWing stand. In an example and 
referring to FIG. 9, case sections 813 and 911 are con?gured 
to detach from a portion of mobile digital media device 405 
and fold back at an angle along the axis de?ned by horizontal 
boundary 840 exposing one of the shorter sides, side 802, of 
mobile digital media device 405. Further to this example and 
as described in FIG. 8 above, the exposed edge of side 802 of 
mobile digital media device 405 in conjunction With case 
sections 813 and 911 form the base of mobile digital media 
device case 810 With the remaining edge of the opposite 
shorter side of mobile digital media device 405 remaining 
Within mobile digital media device case 810 and secured by 
case sections 116 and 118. 

[0052] FIG. 10 illustrates a right-angle-vieW of mobile 
digital media case system 1000 that includes mobile digital 
media device case 810 positioned in a portrait vieWing format 
and that also includes a stand formed from portions of digital 
media device case 810. In FIG. 10, mobile digital media case 
system 1000 is a right-angle illustration, along one of the long 
sides of mobile digital media device 405, of mobile digital 
media case system 800 of FIG. 8. In other embodiments, the 
angle betWeen case sections 116 and 813 can be approxi 
mately 30-150 degrees. In the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 10, 
the angle is approximately 90 degrees. Items identi?ed With 
substantially similar numbering as in previous ?gures func 
tion in a substantially similar Way. As in FIG. 8, mobile digital 
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media device 405 is partially enclosed Within mobile digital 
media device case 810, Which is con?gured as a vieWing stand 
alloWing a user to vieW mobile digital media device 405 in 
portrait mode. 
[0053] FIG. 11 illustrates a How chart for an embodiment of 
a method 1100 of using a mobile media device enclosure With 
a mobile media device. Method 1100 is merely exemplary 
and is not limited to the embodiments presented herein. 
Method 1100 can be employed in many different embodi 
ments or examples not speci?cally depicted or described 
herein. In some embodiments, the activities, the procedures, 
and/or the processes of method 1100 can be performed in the 
order presented. In other embodiments, the activities, the 
procedures, and/or the processes of the method 1100 can be 
performed in any other suitable order. In still other embodi 
ments, one or more of the activities, the procedures, and/ or the 
processes in method 1100 can be combined or skipped. 

[0054] Referring to FIG. 11, method 1100 includes an 
activity 1110 of providing a mobile media device enclosure. 
In some examples, activity 1110 can include providing the 
mobile media device enclosure to include: (a) a ?rst case 
section; (b) a second case section moveably coupled to the 
?rst case section; (c) a third case section moveably coupled to 
the ?rst case section; (d) a fourth case section moveably 
coupled to the second case section and the third case section. 
As an example, the mobile media device can be similar or 
identical to mobile media device cases 110, 210, 310, 410, 
510, and/or 810 of FIGS. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 8, respectively. 
[0055] The ?rst case section can be similar or identical to 
case sections 111, 221, and/or 911 of FIGS. 1, 2 and 9, 
respectively. The second case section can be similar or iden 
tical to case sections 113, 223, 613, and/or 813 ofFIGS. 1, 2, 
6, and 8, respectively. The third case section can be similar or 
identical to case sections 118 and/or 228 of FIGS. 1 and 2, 
respectively. The fourth case section can be similar or iden 
tical to case section 116, 226, and/or 516 of FIGS. 1, 2 and 5, 
respectively. 
[0056] Method 1100 in FIG. 11 continues With an activity 
1111 of coupling a mobile media device to the mobile media 
device enclosure. In some examples, the mobile media device 
can be similar or identical to mobile media device 405 of FIG. 
4. In the same or different examples, the coupling of the 
mobile media device to the mobile media device enclosure 
can be similar or identical to the coupling of mobile media 
device 405 to mobile media device enclosure 410, as illus 
trated in FIGS. 3 and 4. 

[0057] Subsequently, method 1100 of FIG. 11 includes an 
activity 1112 of uncoupling the second case section and the 
fourth case section from the mobile media device. In some 
examples, the uncoupling of the second case section and the 
fourth case section from the mobile media device can be 
similar or identical to the uncoupling of case section 516 
(FIGS. 5-7) and case section 613 (FIGS. 6-7) from mobile 
media device 405 (FIGS. 5-7). 
[0058] Next, method 1100 of FIG. 11 includes an activity 
1113 of placing the second case section, the fourth case 
section, and a ?rst side of the mobile media device on a 
surface such that the mobile media device is in a ?rst land 
scape vieWing mode. In some examples, placing the second 
case section, the fourth case section, and the ?rst side of the 
mobile media device on the surface such that the mobile 
media device is in the ?rst landscape vieWing mode can be 
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similar to the placement of case section 516, case section 613, 
and side 501 of mobile media device 405 on a surface 599, as 
illustrated in FIGS. 5-7. 
[0059] Method 1100 in FIG. 11 continues With an activity 
1114 of re-coupling the second case section and the fourth 
case section to the mobile media device. 
[0060] Subsequently, method 1100 of FIG. 11 includes an 
activity 1115 of uncoupling the ?rst case section and the 
second case section from the mobile media device. In some 
examples, the uncoupling of ?rst case section and the second 
case section from the mobile media device can be similar or 
identical to the uncoupling of case section 911 (FIGS. 9-10) 
and case section 813 (FIGS. 8-10) from mobile media device 
810 (FIGS. 8-10). 
[0061] Next, method 1100 of FIG. 11 includes an activity 
1116 of placing the ?rst case section, the second case section, 
and a second side of the mobile media device on the surface 
such that the mobile media device is in a ?rst portrait vieWing 
mode. In some examples, placing the ?rst case section, the 
second case section, and a second side of the mobile media 
device on the surface such that the mobile media device is in 
a ?rst portrait vieWing mode can be similar to the placement 
ofcase section 911, case section 813, and side 802 ofmobile 
media device 405 on surface 599, as illustrated in FIGS. 8-10. 
[0062] Method 1100 in FIG. 11 continues With an activity 
1117 of re-coupling the ?rst case section and the second case 
section to the mobile media device. 
[0063] Subsequently, method 1100 of FIG. 11 includes an 
activity 1118 of uncoupling the ?rst case section and the third 
case section from the mobile media device. For example, 
uncoupling the ?rst case section and the third case section 
from the mobile media device can be similar or identical to 
uncoupling case section 111 (FIG. 1) and case section 118 
(FIG. 1) from mobile media device 405 (FIG. 4). 
[0064] Next, method 1100 of FIG. 11 includes an activity 
1119 of placing the ?rst case section, the third case section, 
and a third side of the mobile media device on the surface such 
that the mobile media device is in a second landscape vieWing 
mode. In some examples, placing the ?rst case section, the 
third case section, and a third side of the mobile media device 
on the surface such that the mobile media device is in a second 
landscape vieWing mode can be similar to the placement of 
case section 111 (FIG. 1), case section 113 (FIG. 1), and a side 
703 (FIG. 7) of mobile media device 405 (FIG. 4) on surface 
599 (FIG. 5). 
[0065] Method 1100 in FIG. 11 continues With an activity 
1120 of re-coupling the ?rst case section and the third case 
section to the mobile media device. 
[0066] Subsequently, method 1100 of FIG. 11 includes an 
activity 1121 of uncoupling the third case section and the 
fourth case section from the mobile media device. For 
example, uncoupling the third case section and the fourth case 
section from the mobile media device can be similar or iden 
tical to uncoupling case section 118 (FIG. 1) and case section 
116 (FIG. 1) from the mobile media device 405 (FIG. 4). 
[0067] Next, method 1100 of FIG. 11 includes an activity 
1122 of placing the third case section, the fourth case section, 
and a fourth side of the mobile media device on the surface 
such that the mobile media device is in a second portrait 
vieWing mode. In some examples, placing the third case sec 
tion, the fourth case section, and a fourth side of the mobile 
media device on the surface such that the mobile media device 
is in a second portrait vieWing mode can be similar to the 
placement of case section 118 (FIG. 1), case section 116 
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(FIG. 1), and a side 504 (FIG. 5) ofmobile media device 405 
(FIG. 4) on surface 599 (FIG. 5). 
[0068] Method 1100 in FIG. 11 continues With an activity 
1123 of re-coupling the third case section and the fourth case 
section to the mobile media device. 
[0069] FIG. 12 illustrates a How chart for an embodiment of 
a method 1200 of providing a mobile media device enclosure 
con?gured to hold a mobile media device. Method 1200 is 
merely exemplary and is not limited to the embodiments 
presented herein. Method 1200 can be employed in many 
different embodiments or examples not speci?cally depicted 
or described herein. In some embodiments, the activities, the 
procedures, and/or the processes of method 1200 can be 
performed in the order presented. In other embodiments, the 
activities, the procedures, and/or the processes of the method 
1200 can be performed in any other suitable order. In still 
other embodiments, one or more of the activities, the proce 
dures, and/or the processes in method 1200 can be combined 
or skipped. 
[0070] Referring to FIG. 12, method 1200 includes an 
activity 1211 of providing four or more case sections. As an 
example, the mobile media device can be similar or identical 
to mobile media device cases 110, 210, 310, 410, 510, and/or 
810 of FIGS. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 8, respectively. 
[0071] The ?rst case section can be similar or identical to 
case sections 111, 221, and/or 911 of FIGS. 1, 2 and 9, 
respectively. The second case section can be similar or iden 
tical to case sections 113,223, 613, and/or 813 ofFIGS. 1, 2, 
6, and 8, respectively. The third case section can be similar or 
identical to case sections 118 and/or 228 of FIGS. 1 and 2, 
respectively. The fourth case section can be similar or iden 
tical to case section 116, 226, and/or 516 of FIGS. 1, 2 and 5, 
respectively. In some examples, one or more of the case 
sections can include a camera lens Well. For example, the 
camera lens Well can be similar or identical to camera lens 
Well 150 of FIG. 1. In some examples, the four or more case 
sections can include polycarbonate, TPU (thermoplastic 
polyurethane), TPE (thermoplastic elastomer), TPR (thermo 
plastic rubber), leather, and/or any other suitable material. 
[0072] Method 1200 in FIG. 12 continues With an activity 
1212 of providing four or more section couplers. In some 
examples, a ?rst section coupler of the four or more section 
couplers can be similar or identical to section coupler 222 
and/or 322 of FIGS. 2 and 3, respectively. A second section 
coupler of the four or more section couplers can be similar or 
identical to section coupler 229 and/or 329 of FIGS. 2 and 3, 
respectively. A third section coupler of the four or more 
section couplers can be similar or identical to section coupler 
224 and/or 324 of FIGS. 2 and 3, respectively. A fourth 
section coupler of the four or more section couplers can be 
similar or identical to section coupler 227 and/or 327 of FIGS. 
2 and 3, respectively. In some examples, the four or more 
section couplers can include: stretchparts, elastic fabric, elas 
tic Webbing, silicone, and/or any other material With suitable 
elastic properties. 
[0073] Subsequently, method 1200 of FIG. 12 includes an 
activity 1213 of elastically coupling a ?rst case section of the 
four or more case sections to a second case section of the four 

or more case sections. The elastic coupling of the ?rst case 
section to the second case section can be similar or identical 
to the elastic coupling of case section 221 and case section 
223, as illustrated in FIG. 2. 

[0074] In various embodiments, elastically coupling the 
?rst case section to a second case section forms a ?rst side of 












