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METHOD OF TRAINING A DOG TO CHEW 
ACCEPTABLE OBJECTS THROUGH SCENT 
MARKING AND CHEMICAL COMPOSITION 

THEREOF 

RELATED APPLICATION 

[0001] The present application claims priority to US. Pro 
visional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/109,925, ?led on Oct. 
31, 2008, and entitled “Dog Training Aid.” 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0002] This invention relates to a positive reinforcement 
method of scent training a dog regarding acceptable cheWing 
and a chemical composition of a scent. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] This invention arises Within the ?eld of positive 
reinforcement based dog training philosophy and methodol 
ogy, and provides a solution to a long-standing problem. 
[0004] One of the ?rst learning tasks a puppy or neWly 
adopted dog must accomplish upon arrival in a household is to 
recogniZe the items it is permitted to cheW on and play With 
and to discriminate betWeen those items and others that must 
be left alone. There are several reasons Why this is a particu 
larly dif?cult task. 
[0005] Puppies and dogs naturally explore their environ 
ment and investigate objects Within it by using their mouths. 
Teethingithe shedding of deciduous teeth and the eruption 
of adult teethiis a protracted process taking the entire ?rst 
year of a canine’s life. During these months, a dog is often 
driven to relieve sore gums by cheWing on objects Which have 
a soothing texture. For dogs of all ages, cheWing is an inher 
ently satisfying activity and one of the chief stress-relieving 
behaviors utiliZed by canines. Human environments are rich 
With objects arousing curiosity and/or providing satisfying 
outlets for the cheWing drive. For these reasons, dog oWners 
provide their dogs With toys for cheWing, shaking, tugging 
and other behaviors Which dogs ?nd satisfying. 
[0006] Dog toys come in myriad siZes, shapes, materials, 
scents, tastes and textures. To a dog, there is no obvious Way 
to distinguish dog toys from other objects such as children’s 
toys, clothing, books and household items, furniture, etc., any 
of Which may be equally or more attractive to the dog than the 
designated toys. 
[0007] The current and prior art provides many methods by 
Which the oWner or trainer may correct (punish) the dog for 
selecting inappropriate items for play or cheWing, or deter the 
dog, through use of applied repellants, from mouthing pro 
hibited objects, but provides no method by Which a dog can 
identify for itself items that are approved for play. 
[0008] The substances and devices of current art used in 
this training include repellant substances that can be applied 
to non-approved items causing a dog to avoidmouthing them; 
aversive-tasting materials Which punish a dog’s incorrect 
selection of a play item, electric shocking devices or devices 
emitting a punishing sound When a dog investigates non 
approved objects. 
[0009] All the afore-mentioned training aids belong to the 
category of punishers or aversives. These are generally 
avoided by trainers Who prefer to use positive reinforcement 
methods and aids. While punishment can have a legitimate 
role in training, it has signi?cant draWbacksiespecially 
When employed by persons With a loW level of skill. To be 
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effective, punishment in training must be immediate, su?i 
cient but not excessive, inevitable, and clearly identi?ed With 
its precipitating action. Even When these criteria are met, 
there is the certainty that fear Will be engendered. Fear is 
undesirable because it interferes With learning and because it 
adversely affects the animal’s bond With the oWner or trainer. 
Such bond, if alloWed to form and nurture, strengthens moti 
vation for learning. 
[0010] Some dog toys have been designed to deliver food 
reWards to the dog that cheWs on and plays With them. While 
these provide some positive reinforcement for that particular 
obj ect selection by the dog, once the food has been consumed, 
there is no particular reason for the dog to choose to play With 
that object. 
[0011] CheWing is knoWn by dog behavior experts to be a 
self-reinforcing pleasurable activity, as Well as a stress or 
anxiety-relieving activity and an exploratory activity. And 
since cheWing inappropriate objects can destroy valuable 
property and also cause harm to the dog, training dogs to 
recogniZe and select approved play objects and avoid other 
items, Without the necessity for the oWner’s constant super 
vision and intervention, is a high priority objective for most 
dog oWners. 
[0012] Heretofore, there has been no safe and effective Way 
to accomplish this. Such a lack of method of training has 
resulted in much confusion and anxiety on the part of dogs 
and much frustration, anger, and damage to property on the 
part of oWners. 
[0013] The ?eld of positive dog training has long needed a 
Way to facilitate dogs’ learning to recogniZe approved play 
objects so that correct choices can be positively reinforced, 
leading to the recognition of the category of permitted play 
objects Without sole reliance on punishment and aversives. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0014] The present invention is directed to a positive-rein 
forcement, scent marking training method of training a dog to 
cheW or mouth only acceptable objects marked With a dis 
tinctive scent not normally found in nature. The invention also 
includes a chemical composition of the distinctive scent. This 
method is superior to knoWn training methods as there is no 
need for punishment or aversives and it trains the dog hoW to 
choose only acceptable cheWing/mouthing objects or items 
through a Way that is consistent With general nature of dogs. 
[0015] The method of positive scent training includes intro 
ducing a dog (or puppy) in need of acceptable cheWing train 
ing to at least one acceptable cheWing object to Which the 
distinctive scent has been applied. The dog is then alloWed to 
positively identify the scent With the acceptable cheWable 
object as the dog is alloWed to cheW or mouth the scented 
acceptable cheWable object. The dog is also introduced to at 
least one unmarked object. If the dog ignores the unmarked 
object or objects or mouths/cheWs the scent-marked object or 
objects, the dog is reWarded. If the dog mouths an unmarked 
object, the oWner/breeder interrupts the dog. Interruption 
may take the form of NRM (no reWard marker), removing the 
unmarked object, replacing the unmarked object With the 
scent-marked object, and generally reWarding the dog. The 
dog is re-tested until it can discriminate betWeen the scented 
marked object or objects (acceptable cheWing) and the 
unmarked object or objects (unacceptable mouthing/chew 
ing). 
[0016] Once the dog can discriminate betWeen the scent 
marked objects (acceptable for mouthing/chewing) and 
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unmarked objects (unacceptable for mouthing/chewing), the 
scent may be applied only to other acceptable mouthing/ 
chewing objects (toys). The dog develops an olfactory search 
image for the scent and associates that scent With acceptable 
chewing. By the absence of the scent, the dog recogniZes that 
the object is not acceptable for cheWing and/or mouthing, 
such as fumiture or shoes. 

[0017] The method can be adapted for breeders in order to 
get a “jump start” on training a litter of puppies from about 
Week three of the puppies lives until the puppies are able to go 
to a neW home With their neW respective neW oWner(s), Which 
is usually betWeen the eighth and tenth Weeks after the pup 
pies Were born. The distinctive scent is applied to all items 
that the puppies are alloWed to investigate and play With. The 
puppies associate the scent With pleasurable activities (cheW 
ing, mouthing, playing). When the neW puppy oWner takes 
possession of the neW puppy, the breeder gives the scent to the 
neW oWner. The neW oWner applies the scent to acceptable 
cheWing objects in the neW home, Which the puppy Will 
associate With pleasurable activities (cheWing, mouthing, 
playing). The neW oWner can continue the training of the 
puppy as discussed above. But the puppy Will enter the neW 
home comfortable With a scent that it knoWs and associates 
With playing. In this Way, the puppy has started training prior 
to transferring to a neW home and can signi?cantly cut doWn 
on the “the terrible puppy cheWing” period that routinely 
occurs With placement of a neW puppy. 

[0018] The distinctive scent may be made from animal 
secretions (urine/other bodily secretions) diluted in an aque 
ous solution. According to one aspect of the invention, one 
part animal secretion, e.g., urine of deer, elk, muskrat, rac 
coon, rabbit, squirrel; and is combined With one part disparate 
animal secretion, e.g., urea of pheasant, grouse, quail, par 
tridge, turkey, duck or goose, and three parts aqueous solu 
tion, e.g., distilled Water. In one form, the scent is one part 
raccoon urine, one part quail urine or urea, and three parts 
distilled Water. The scent is highly attractive to dogs, but is 
generally undetectable by humans. 
[0019] Because this invention enables a dog to easily rec 
ogniZe a scent When it is applied to objects, and because the 
identi?ed scent is never encountered on any other objects, and 
because this scent is attractive to dogs as being from an animal 
source, it facilitates the desired learning to identify all objects 
marked With the scent as permissible play objects. The inhi 
bition of selecting and mouthing forbidden objects is much 
easier after this learning has taken place, and the dog that has 
learned this Will thereafter easily recogniZe and correctly 
identify scent marked objects as toys it can con?dently cheW 
on. 

[0020] These and other advantages Will become more 
apparent upon revieW of the DraWing, the Detailed Descrip 
tion of the Invention, and the Claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

[0021] FIG. 1 is a How chart of a method of positive-rein 
forced, scent discrimination dog training as to What is an 
acceptable cheWing/mouthing object; 
[0022] FIG. 2 is a truncated ?oW chart of a method of 
interruption; 
[0023] FIG. 3 is a How chart of a ?rst alternate method of 
invention; 
[0024] FIG. 4 is a How chart of a second alternate method of 
the invention; and 
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[0025] FIG. 5 is a How chart of a third alternate method of 
the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0026] Referring to FIG. 1, the present invention is a 
method of positively-reinforced training of a dog using scent 
to convey permission regarding What objects are acceptable 
for cheWing and/or mouthing. The dog is introduced to an 
acceptable cheWing object, such as a dog toy, that is marked 
With the distinctive scent. The dog is then encouraged to 
cheW, mouth and play With the marked acceptable cheWing 
object or other scent-marked acceptable cheWing object. 
When the dog cheWs or mouths the scent marked object, the 
dog is reWarded. At least one unmarked object is introduced to 
the dog. If the dog ignores the unmarked item or investigates 
but does not mouth the unmarked item, the dog is reWarded. 
But if the dog mouths the unmarked item, the oWner interrupts 
With a corrective action. 
[0027] The dog may be reWarded by petting, ‘scratches’ 
behind the ears or other place the oWner/breeder knoWs that 
the dog likes to be scratched, hugs, positive attention, treats, 
or in other Ways that the oWner/breeder knoWs that the dog 
enjoys. If the oWner or breeder uses a clicker as a reWard 

marker, the reWard step may be used in connection With the 
clicker and the normally accompanied treat. 
[0028] Referring also to FIG. 2, interruptive (corrective) 
action is preferably taken in the form of positive action and 
preferably not punitive. According to one aspect of the inven 
tion, the corrective action includes NRM, or removing the 
unmarked item, replacing the unmarked item With a scent 
marked object, and reWarding the dog. NRM, or “no reWards” 
marker, may include the Well knoWn technique of making a 
speci?c sound already knoWn by the dog to indicate that it’s 
action Was unacceptable and that the dog “is not going to get 
a reWard” (e.g., a treat). 
[0029] The dog is tested With the unmarked and scent 
marked object or objects until the dog can discriminate 
betWeen the scent-marked object or objects (acceptable for 
mouthing/chewing) and the unmarked object or objects (un 
acceptable for mouthing/chewing). This step is repeated until 
the dog recogniZes the scent and associates it With acceptable 
cheWing and/ or mouthing. 
[0030] In this Way the dog associates the scent With accept 
able cheWing. As cheWing is a pleasurable past time that is in 
the dog’s nature, the scent Will be associated With pleasurable 
activity. Thus, the dog Will smell the distinctive smell on 
“approved” objects and knoW that it Will not be hindered from 
cheWing and/ or mouthing the scent-marked objects. 
[0031] Referring to FIG. 3, according to another aspect of 
the invention, the scent may be applied to all other acceptable 
objects (household, other) once the dog associates the scent 
With acceptable cheWing and/ or mouthing. Alternatively, the 
distinctive scent can be applied to all of the dog’s toys at once. 
Thus, for the duration of the dog’s life, neW objects given to 
the dog Would be initially marked With the distinctive scent. 
[0032] Referring noW to FIG. 4, the method may include 
the additional step of “raising criteria” in Which the oWner or 
trainer repeats the protocol With additional variables (taking 
the scented object outside or hiding the scented object among 
unmarked objects). In this Way, the dog can demonstrate 
further comprehension be selecting only the marked items 
regardless of natural or contrived variables. 
[0033] The term dog is used broadly in the speci?cation and 
claims and is intended to include puppies and other similar 



US 2010/0242859 A1 

type household pets that function as human companions, have 
a keen sense of smell, and naturally tend to cheW objects that 
may be undesirable or unhealthy. 
[0034] Referring to FIG. 5, the method may also be adapted 
for breeders that are conditioning puppies from birth until 
sale or placement. In this aspect of the invention, the breeder 
applies the distinctive scent to all items given to puppies for 
investigation and play from approximately the third Week 
after birth. The puppies perceive and recogniZe the distinctive 
scent, Which Will be associated With pleasurable activities, 
namely, mouthing, cheWing, and playing. The breeder Would 
then give the distinctive scent to the neW oWners, Who Would 
then apply the scent to oWner-approved toys. The oWner then 
uses the same steps identi?ed above to train a puppy to cheW 
only approved toys. 
[0035] By the fact that the distinctive scent Will not be 
encountered on any items not deliberately or inadvertently 
marked With it, the dog Will not associate items such as 
furniture, shoes, papers, etc. With cheWing or play. 
[0036] The distinctive scent that Works best is one that is 
both attractive to dogs and not encountered in the natural or 
human indoor or outdoor environment. Taking tWo or more 
disparate animal urine scents/animal secretion scents, or the 
synthetic versions thereof, and diluting the scents With Water 
have been used With good results. Here, disparate means 
Where the species Would not normally be found in the same 
location, e.g., a bird and terrestrial mammal. This disparate 
combination makes it virtually certain that the scent marker 
applied to the dog’s toys Will be unique and not encountered 
in nature or in a home or other indoor/human environment. 

[0037] Further, animal-derived scents, particularly those of 
animal secretions (urine or other bodily secretion), poWer 
fully attract the attention, curiosity, and interest of dogs. Such 
animal urine/body secretion scents do not automatically elicit 
a stereotypical or automated response from a dog. The odor 
from animal urine/bodily secretions arouse in dogs the desire 
to sniff and investigate the source. It does not prompt a dog to 
eat, fear, or urine-mark the source of the scent. 

[0038] Moreover, such animal urine/secretion scents have 
chemical concentration strength and staying poWer. Even 
When diluted With Water so that humans do not ?nd the odor 
offensive, dogs can still smell the scent, even over time When 
the animal urine/bodily secretion is in the process of dissipat 
ing. 
[0039] According to one aspect of the invention, the scent 
marker can be a blend of any number of animal urines diluted 
With Water or distilled Water. The animal urine/ secretion scent 
is preferably not derived form an animal knoWn to be preda 
tory or dangerous to dogs. Good combinations include taking 
the urine from the folloWing: deer, elk, muskrat, raccoon, 
rabbit, squirrel, and mixing it With the urine or urea of pheas 
ant, grouse, quail, partridge, turkey, duck, or goose. These 
scents, or synthetic versions, are available for purchase, par 
ticularly related to the hunting industry. 
[0040] The chemical strength ratio is normally about 40% 
animal urine and 60% Water. One such chemical composition 
that provided excellent results comprises one part raccoon 
urine, one part quail urine or urea, and three parts Water. Other 
compositions include one part deer urine and one part grouse 
urine/urea; one part deer and one part quail urine/urea; or one 
part deer and one part partridge urine/urea; all diluted With 
Water in the same general ratio. 
[0041] This chemical composition may be applied as a 
liquid from a bottle With a drop-dispensing spout or placed 
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into a bottle for applying directly onto an acceptable cheWing 
object. The chemical composition may also be augmented 
With a time-release gel poWder, such as UR-A-GEL, by Buck 
Stop Lure Co, of Stanton, Mich., in order that the composition 
is in the form of a gel, as opposed to a liquid. The resulting 
liquid or gel may be applied to objects selected by a dog’s 
oWner or trainer for the dog to play With and/ or cheW on. 

[0042] Through the application of basic scent-discrimina 
tion training protocols, the scent essence acquires, for the 
dog, a permissive meaning, enabling the animal, even in the 
absence of the oWner or trainer, and even When objects 
marked With the scent essence have not previously been 
encountered by the dog, to recogniZe objects so marked as 
dog toys, hoWever dissimilar the marked objects may be 
otherWise, and to distinguish objects so marked from all other 
objects. 
[0043] The liquid scent marker applies a discernible odor 
When applied to all surfaces, textures and materials com 
monly used in the manufacture of dog toys, including but not 
limited to rubber, cloth, plastics, leather and synthetic mate 
rials. The diminution/degradation of the scent over time on 
marked objects, and the interaction of the scent marker With 
any odors inherent in the marked objects are insu?icient to 
interfere With the do g’s ability to perceive and correctly inter 
pret the scent marker. 
[0044] It is to be understood that many changes in the 
particular composition, materials, and features of the inven 
tion may be made Without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention. Further, variation may be made in the steps 
or steps or in the sequence of steps comprising the methods 
described herein. Therefore, it is the Applicant’s intention 
that her patent rights not be limited by the particular compo 
sition described herein, but rather by the folloWing claims 
interpreted according to accepted doctrines of claim interpre 
tation, including the Doctrine of Equivalents. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of positive-reinforced scent training a dog for 

reliable recognition and selection of approved objects for 
cheWing and playing, the method comprising: 

applying a distinctive scent not naturally found in nature to 
at least one acceptable object for mouthing/chewing; 

introducing a dog in need of acceptable cheWing training to 
the distinctive scent by alloWing the dog to sniff the 
distinctive scent-marked on the at least one acceptable 
object; 

reWarding the dog if the dog mouths the at least one scent 
marked object; 

introducing the dog to at least one unmarked object; 
testing the dog to see if it can discriminate betWeen the at 

least one scent-marked object, in that it mouths or cheWs 
the at least one scent-marked object, and the at least one 
unmarked object in that it does not mouth or cheW the at 
least one unmarked object; 

reWarding the dog if it mouths only the at least one scent 
marked object; 

interrupting the dog if it mouths the at least one unmarked 
object; 

repeating the testing until the dog only mouths the at least 
scent-marked object. 

2. The method according to claim 1 further comprising the 
step of applying the scent only to other acceptable objects 
once the dog associates the scent With acceptable cheWing. 
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3. The method according to claim 1 further comprising the 
step of applying the scent only to all acceptable objects once 
the dog associates the scent With acceptable cheWing. 

4. The method according to claim 1 Wherein the step of 
interrupting further comprises exchanging the unmarked 
object With a scent-marked object. 

5. The method according to claim 1 further comprising the 
step in Which the oWner/trainer raises criteria in the testing 
step. 

6. The method according to claim 1 Wherein the step of 
reWarding the dog is used in conjunction With a clicker and the 
dog is given a treat. 

7. The method according to claim 1 Wherein the distinctive 
scent is derived from the combination of dilution of disparate 
animal species’ secretions. 

8. The method according to claim 7 Wherein the scent is 
comprised of about 40% animal secretions and 60% aqueous 
solution. 

9. The method according to claim 7 Wherein the scent is 
comprised of one part animal secretion, one part of a disparate 
animal secretion, and three parts aqueous solution. 

10. The method according to claim 9 Wherein the one part 
animal secretion comprises one of the folloWing: deer, elk, 
muskrat, raccoon, rabbit, or squirrel; and Wherein the dispar 
ate animal secretion comprises on of the folloWing: pheasant, 
grouse, quail, partridge, turkey, duck or goose. 

11. The method according to claim 7 Wherein the scent is 
comprised of 

one part urine of raccoon; 
one part urine or urea of quail; and 

three parts aqueous solution. 
12. The method according to claim 1 Wherein the scent is in 

the form of a liquid. 
13. The method according to claim 1 Wherein the scent is in 

the form of as a gel. 

14. A method of early positive-reinforced scent training for 
a litter of puppies, the method comprising: 
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applying a distinctive scent not naturally found in nature to 
all items given to a breeder’s litter of puppies for inves 
tigation and play from about the puppies third Week of 
life; 

introducing the puppies to the scent-marked items and 
alloWing the puppies to investigate, mouth, and play 
With the scent marked items; 

alloWing the puppies to associate the scent With pleasurable 
activities; 

having the breeder give the scent to a neW puppy oWner as 
each puppy in the litter leaves to go to a neW home With 
the neW puppy oWner; 

Wherein the neW puppy oWner applies the scent to at least 
one acceptable cheWing object in the neW home and the 
puppy associates the scent With the at least one accept 
able cheWing objects and the puppy is reWarded if the 
puppy mouths the at least one scent-marked object. 

15. A chemical composition used for scent training a pet; 
the chemical composition comprised of about 40% animal 
secretions and 60% aqueous solution. 

16. The chemical composition of claim 15 Wherein the 
animal secretions are comprised of one part of the folloWing: 
deer, elk, muskrat, raccoon, rabbit, or squirrel; and one part of 
the folloWing: pheasant, grouse, quail, partridge, turkey, duck 
or goose. 

17. The chemical composition of claim 16 Wherein the 
animal secretions are urine or urea. 

18. A chemical composition used for scent training a pet; 
the chemical composition comprising: 

one part urine of raccoon; 
one part urine or urea of quail; and 
three parts aqueous solution. 
19. The chemical composition according to claim 18 

Wherein the aqueous solution is distilled Water. 
20. The chemical composition according to claim 18 fur 

ther comprising a gel poWder such that the resulting compo 
sition is in the form ofa gel. 

* * * * * 


