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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR MANAGING 
BOOKMARK INFORMATION FOR CONTENT 
STORED IN A NETWORKED MEDIA SERVER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 
[0002] The present invention relates to bookmarking a con 
tent object and, more particularly, but not by Way of limita 
tion, to a method and apparatus for managing bookmark 
information for content objects stored in a media server 
through a netWork based on the UPnP AV standard. 
[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 
[0004] As the computing poWer of small devices improves, 
various inexpensive and universal netWorking techniques are 
appearing and being commercialized. 
[0005] With the addition of Plug and Play (PnP) capabili 
ties to the PC operating system it became a great deal easier to 
setup, con?gure, and add peripherals to a PC. Universal Plug 
and Play (U PnP) is an extension of the PnP technique to the 
entire netWork With a vieW to enabling discovery and control 
of netWorked devices and services, such as netWork-attached 
printers, Internet gateWays, and consumer electronics equip 
ment. The UPnP is based upon Internet technologies such as 
TCP/IP, HTTP, and XML. 
[0006] The UPnP AV architecture de?nes three main logi 
cal entities: a media server (MS), a media renderer (MR), and 
an AV control point (CP). The media server (MS) has access 
to entertainment content and can send that content to another 
UPnP AV device via the netWork. The media renderer (MR) is 
able to receive external content from the netWork and render 
it on its local hardWare. The AV control point (CP) coordi 
nates the operation of the media server (MS) and the media 
renderer (MR). 
[0007] In the UPnP architecture, each time a UPnP action 
such as a broWsing action from the AV control point (CP) 
comes in, the media server (MS) exposes information on its 
content. The content selected through the user interface of the 
A/V control point (CP) is transferred to the media renderer 
(MR) from the media server (MS) using a streaming tech 
nique and played by the media renderer (MR). 
[0008] The playback of the content canbe stopped by user’s 
request While the content is being played and then resumed 
afterWard. For example, a user may turn off an MP3 player 
While listening to music and Want to resume playing of the 
music from the stopped position later. Similarly, a user may 
stop a DVD player While Watching a DVD movie and Want to 
resume the movie from the stopped position later. To this end, 
content players automatically store information about the 
state of the content being played When poWer is turned off or 
playback is stopped. Such a function is called automatic 
bookmarking. 
[0009] Generally, bookmarking refers to storing the URL 
(uniform resource locator) of a Web page that you visit using 
a Web broWser such as the Netscape navigator so that you can 
revisit the page easily at a later time. Once the URL of a Web 
page is stored in the bookmark, the user can select the URL 
from the bookmark to visit the Web page Without entering the 
URL. 
[0010] The media server in a home netWork can store a lot 
of contents, i.e., media ?les and can provide the same content 
to a plurality of users simultaneously through the netWork. 
The simple bookmarking function Which stores the position 
at Which the playing of the content is stopped is not appro 
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priate When a plurality of users are playing the same content. 
The media server, therefore, requires an improved bookmark 
ing function. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] In vieW of the shortcomings of the prior art, it is an 
object of the present invention to provide a method and appa 
ratus that alloWs a plurality of users to bookmark contents 
stored in a media server individually. 
[0012] It is another object of the invention to provide a 
method and apparatus that alloWs individual bookmarking of 
media contents based on the UPnP AV standard. 
[0013] According to the present invention, if a request for 
bookmarking a content object is received, a bookmark object 
is created and an ID of the created bookmark object is added 
to property information of the content object. 
[0014] According to the present invention, When a book 
mark object is created, the ID of the content object to be 
bookmarked is included in the created bookmark object. 
[0015] In one embodiment of the invention, the directory 
for storing bookmark objects is separated from the directory 
for storing content objects. 
[0016] In another embodiment, bookmark objects are 
stored in a container placed in the directory for storing content 
objects. 
[0017] In one embodiment of the invention, a bookmark 
object comprises a bookmark object ID for uniquely identi 
fying the bookmark object, an ID of the bookmarked object, 
a title Written in a user-readable format, a bookmark object 
class, a UDN for storing the ID of rendering control service 
(RenderingControl Service) and/or the ID of AVTransport 
service (AVTS) of a media renderer Which Was presenting the 
bookmarked object, and a list of state variables for storing the 
state variables of the RenderingControl service and AVTrans 
port service. 
[0018] In one embodiment of the invention, if a content 
object is bookmarked, a bookmark object is created and the 
ID thereof is added to metadata indicating the property of the 
bookmarked object. 
[0019] In one embodiment of the invention, if a request for 
bookmarking a content is received, the control point sends a 
request for creating a bookmark to the media server. Receiv 
ing the request, the media server creates a bookmark object 
based upon the received information and adds the ID of the 
created bookmark object to metadata of the content object to 
be bookmarked. 
[0020] In another embodiment of the invention, if a request 
for bookmarking a content is received, the control point sends 
a request for creating a bookmark to the media server. Receiv 
ing the request, the media server creates a bookmark object 
and sends the ID of the created object to the control point. The 
control point adds the ID of the bookmark object to metadata 
of the content object to be bookmarked and requests the 
media server to update metadata of the content object. 
[0021] In one embodiment of the invention, the ID of a 
created bookmark object is determined according to a rule 
de?ned by the media server storing content objects. 
[0022] In one embodiment of the invention, the class of the 
bookmark object is de?ned to “obj ect.item.bookmarkitem”. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0023] The above features and other advantages of the 
present invention Will be more clearly understood from the 
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following detailed description taken in conjunction With the 
accompanying drawings, in Which: 
[0024] FIG. 1 illustrates a directory structure for storing 
bookmark objects in accordance With one embodiment of the 
present invention; 
[0025] FIG. 2 illustrates a bookmark object structure in 
accordance With the present invention; 
[0026] FIGS. 3a and 3b illustrate the procedures for creat 
ing a bookmark object according to preferred embodiments 
of the present invention; and 
[0027] FIG. 4 illustrates the relation betWeen a content 
object and a plurality of bookmark objects created in accor 
dance With one embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0028] In order that the invention may be fully understood, 
preferred embodiments thereof Will noW be described With 
reference to the accompanying draWings. 
[0029] The preferred embodiments of the present invention 
satisfy the folloWing conditions for implementing a book 
mark functionality based upon the UPnP AV standard. 
[0030] 1. Every object provided by the media server in the 
UPnP AV architecture can be bookmarked. 
[003 1] (l- 1) Because it is not that the media server provides 
only a single content to users, contents can be bookmarked 
individually. 
[0032] (1-2) One content can be bookmarked at several 
different locations Within the content. 
[0033] 2. The list of saved bookmarks can be displayed to 
alloW a bookmark can be selected therefrom. 
[0034] (2-1) Information on all of the saved bookmarks can 
be provided to the users and all of the bookmarks are placed 
in a single container for making it easy to select one book 
mark from among the bookmarks. 
[0035] (2-2) Because the number of bookmarks that can be 
displayed may be limited, information specifying the number 
of bookmarks to be displayed can be provided. 
[0036] (2-3) Information on the starting index specifying 
the starting position for searching bookmarks can be pro 
vided. 
[0037] (2-4) Information on the number of the saved book 
marks can be provided. 
[0038] 3. If a bookmark is selected, a content can be played 
or removed using the information of the selected bookmark. 
[0039] FIG. 2 illustrates a bookmark object structure in 
accordance With the present invention. The structured book 
mark objects are stored in a particular container of the media 
server. 

[0040] The bookmark object structure shoWn in FIG. 2 
contains a bookmark ID for uniquely identifying a bookmark 
object (BM objectID) 210, a unique ID of a bookmarked 
object (Bookmarked Obj ectID) 211, a bookmark title Written 
in a user-readable format (e. g., character string) (Title) 212, a 
bookmark object class (Object Class) 213, a unique device 
number (UDN) for storing the ID of the rendering control 
service (RenderingControl Service) and/or the ID of the 
AVTransport service (AVTS) of the renderer that is present 
ing the bookmarked object 214, and a list of state variables for 
storing the RenderingControl service state variables (e.g., 
sound volume or luminance) and the AVTS state variables 
(e. g., presentation time) (State Variable List) 215. For 
example, the bookmark object class 213 is neWly de?ned to 
“obj ect.item.bookmarkitem”’. 
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[0041] The bookmark object ID (BM objectID) 210 is 
determined automatically according to a prede?ned rule 
When a bookmark object is created. Information to be 
recorded in the bookmark title (Title) 212, the bookmark 
object class (Object Class) 213, the unique device number 
(U DN) 214, and the list of state variables (State Variable List) 
215 is provided by the AV control point (CP) When the AV 
control point (CP) makes a request for the creation of a 
bookmark. The information to be contained in the list of state 
variables (State Variable List) 215, etc. is received from the 
media renderer (MR) and provided to the media server (MR). 

[0042] The procedure for creating a bookmark object of the 
above structure and managing the information thereof Will 
noW be described in detail. 

[0043] FIG. 3a illustrates the procedure for creating a book 
mark in accordance With an embodiment of the present inven 
tion, Wherein a content object (also called content item) that is 
currently being played is bookmarked. 
[0044] If a user makes a request for bookmarking the con 
tent 311 that is being played by a media renderer (not illus 
trated), a bookmark object (also called bookmark item) is 
created by using “CreateObj ect” action de?ned by the UPnP 
AV standard. 

[0045] The procedure Will be described in more detail. If 
the user makes a request for bookmarking the content being 
played, (S301), the control point 320 requests the Rendering 
Control service and AVTS of the media renderer to provide 
the state variables for the content and receives the state vari 
ables through “GetStateVariables( )” action (S302). The con 
trol point 320 is a control application capable of detecting and 
controlling other devices and/or services. The control point 
320 is executed on a device having a user-friendly environ 
ment such as a PDA. The control point 302 can be incorpo 
rated into the media renderer. 

[0046] If the streaming from the media server 310 to the 
media renderer is done in push mode Wherein AVTS is 
executed on the media server 310, the control point 320 
receives the state variables of AVTS from the media server 
310. 

[0047] The control point 320 calls “CreateObj ect action” so 
that the content directory service (CDS) of the media server 
310 creates a bookmark object. Bookmark information to be 
contained in the bookmark object is also provided as argu 
ments to the action (S303). The bookmark information is 
information to be recorded in the ?elds of the ID of the 
bookmarked object 211, the title 212, the object class 213, the 
unique device number (UDN) 214, and the list of state vari 
ables 215 shoWn in FIG. 2. The control point 320 delivers the 
unique device number (U DN) of the RenderingControl ser 
vice of the media renderer (or the unique device number 
(U DN) of the AVTS), Which Was obtained When the control 
point 320 made connection for transmission of the content 
currently being streamed, by storing it in the UDN ?eld. 
[0048] The information to be stored in the title 212 may be 
organiZed into a vendor-speci?c part and a user input part. If 
the title 212 contains separate room for the user input part, the 
control point 320 requests the user to enter a desired string for 
easy identi?cation of the content and transfers the user-en 
tered string to the media server 310 as an input argument to 
“CreateObject” action. Alternatively, the control point 320 
can transfer the title of the object to be bookmarked to the 
media server 310. The information to be stored in the object 
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class 213 is “object.item.bookmarkitem” as mentioned 
above. Additional information can be transferred in different 
embodiments. 

[0049] “CreateObject” action for creating the bookmark 
object and input arguments thereof are Written in a markup 
language such as XML and delivered to the media server 310. 

[0050] Receiving the action, the content directory service 
(CDS) of the media server 310 creates a bookmark object 
based on the information contained in the input arguments to 
the action. The ID of the bookmark object is generated 
according to a prede?ned rule and recorded in the bookmark 
object ID (BM ObjectID) ?eld 210 (S304). 
[0051] Before creating the bookmark object, the content 
directory service (CDS) of the media server 310 ?rst deter 
mines if bookmark objects having the same information con 
tained in the input arguments to the “CreateObject” action 
exist. A bookmark object is neWly created only When there is 
no such bookmark. 

[0052] The existing UPnP AV standard requires that every 
content should be contained in a root object having the ID of 
“0”. In the preferred embodiment of the present invention 
shoWn in FIG. 1, hoWever, there is a separate directory struc 
ture exclusively for storing bookmark objects. In this embodi 
ment, general broWsing actions shoW only the directory for 
storing contents. The directory for storing bookmark objects 
is shoWn by only special actions. Like the ID of the root object 
of the content directory, the ID of the root object of the 
bookmark directory is prede?ned (e.g., “bookmark_holder”). 
[0053] It is also possible to place the container for storing 
bookmark objects in a special container under the root con 
tainer “0”. 

[0054] If the control point 320 set the parentobjectID to 
“bookmark_holder” When calling the “CreateObj ect” action, 
the content directory service (CDS) of the media server 310 
creates the bookmark object under the root container 312 the 
ID of Which is “bookmark_holder”. 
[0055] After creating the bookmark object as described 
above, the content directory service (CDS) of the media 
server 310 adds the ID of the created bookmark object to the 
metadata describing the property of the bookmarked object, 
i.e., the content being played. In other Words, the content 
directory service (CDS) updates the information about the 
bookmarked object (S305). The reason for linking the book 
mark object and the bookmarked object by storing the ID of 
the bookmark object in the bookmarked object is to update 
also the bookmark object linked to the content object When 
the content object is changed. 
[0056] For example, if the content object linked to the 
bookmark object is removed, the bookmark object is not valid 
any more. In this case, When the content object is removed, 
the bookmark object linked to the content object is detected 
using the stored bookmark object ID and the linked bookmark 
object is removed as Well. 

[0057] After creating the bookmark object and updating the 
metadata of the linked content object, the content directory 
service (CDS) of the media server 310 transfers the ID of the 
created bookmark object and the updated metadata of the 
content object to the control point 320 (S306 and S307) so 
that the control point 320 can update its information about 
objects and bookmarks that have been received through a 
previous broWsing action. The information transfer can be 
done through a reply to the “CreateObject action for creating 
the bookmark object or through an event generated by a 
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change in the information about objects managed by the 
content directory service (CDS). 
[0058] FIG. 3b illustrates another embodiment of the 
present invention. The content directory service (CDS) of the 
media server 310 creates a requested bookmark object (S314) 
and transfers the ID of the created bookmark object to the 
control point 320 (S315). Receiving the ID, the control point 
320 constructs complete information on the bookmark object 
(including the ID) and records the link information for the 
bookmark object (i.e., the ID of the bookmark object) in the 
metadata of the content object to be bookmarked. The control 
point 320 then makes a request for updating the metadata of 
the content object to the media server 310 (S316) so that the 
content directory service (CDS) of the media server 310 adds 
the ID of the bookmark object to the content object (S317), 
thereby alloWing synchronization of data related to the book 
mark object. 
[0059] If more than one request for bookmarking one con 
tent is received, the media server 310 creates bookmark 
objects as many as the number of the requests in the corre 
sponding bookmark container as shoWn in FIG. 4 and records 
the ID of each of the created bookmark objects in the meta 
data of the content object. 
[0060] In the example shoWn in FIG. 4, a content object 
having the ID of “30” is linked to 4 bookmark objects (402) 
generated by 4 bookmarking actions (401). Each of the book 
mark objects contains the ID of the linked content object 
“30”. The metadata 403 of the content object also contains the 
IDs ofthe 4 linked bookmark objects (“I”, “2”, “3”, and “4”). 
[0061] The procedure for searching bookmarks registered 
as described above is described beloW. 

[0062] To search a bookmark object, the control point 320 
makes a request for broWse action to the media server 310 
With setting the parentobjectID ?eld to “bookmark_holder” 
(or the ID of the container Wherein bookmark objects are 
stored). If the directory for bookmark objects is separated 
from the directory for contents, only the bookmark objects are 
found While the content items and/or containers are found 
together When the request for “broWse” action is made With 
parentobjectID ?eld set to “0”. 
[0063] The control point 320 may make a request for 
“broWse bookmark” action, Which has the same function as 
“broWse” action, to the media server 310 With setting the root 
ID to “0” instead of setting to the root ID of the bookmark 
object directory structure (e.g., “bookmark_holder”). If 
“broWse bookmark” action is requested, the content directory 
service (CDS) of the media server 310 interprets the value of 
the parentobjectID ?eld Which is set to “0” as the root ID of 
the bookmark object directory structure (e.g., “bookmark_ 
holder”) and searches the child items, i.e., bookmark objects, 
Wherein the parentobj ectID is delivered as an input argument 
to the action. The detected bookmark objects are transferred 
to the control point 320 as the result of “broWse bookmark” 
action. 
[0064] The syntax for specifying the number of bookmark 
objects to retrieve and from Which object the search operation 
starts in “broWse bookmark” action is the same as the syntax 
of “broWse” action. 
[0065] To delete a bookmark object, “DestroyObj ect” 
action is used With the same syntax for deleting a content 
object. When a bookmark object is deleted, the content direc 
tory service (CDS) of the media server 310 removes the ID of 
the bookmark object from the metadata of the bookmarked 
object linked to the bookmark object. The updated object 
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information is provided to the control point 320 in an appro 
priate manner so that media server 310 and the control point 
310 can synchronize their object information. 
[0066] The present invention alloWs a user to bookmark 
content objects as many as required at any position, thereby 
providing a more convenient environment for playing con 
tents. 

[0067] The present invention automatically executes edit 
ing operations required for management of bookmarks and 
contents by effectively linking created bookmarks and con 
tent objects, thereby facilitating the bookmark management. 
[0068] While the invention has been disclosed With respect 
to a limited number of embodiments, those skilled in the art, 
having the bene?t of this disclosure, Will appreciate numer 
ous modi?cations and variations therefrom. It is intended that 
all such modi?cations and variations fall Within the spirit and 
scope of the invention. 

1-18. (canceled) 
19. A method performed by a player unit for managing 

rendering state information associated With playback of a 
content item, the method comprising: 

receiving a rendering state information request from a con 
troller unit, the rendering state information request used 
for retrieving the rendering state information; and 

transmitting the rendering state information to the control 
ler unit according to the rendering state information 
request, 

Wherein transporting state information is transmitted from 
a server to the controller unit, the transporting state 
information associated With playback of the content 
item, 

Wherein the server creates a bookmark item based on the 
rendering state information and the transporting state 
information and updates the content item, 

Wherein the created bookmark item comprises the render 
ing state information, the transporting state information, 
a bookmark identi?er (ID), and a content identi?er (ID) 
of the content item, 

Wherein the content item is updated to include the same 
bookmark ID as the bookmark item, 

Wherein the content item including the same bookmark ID 
is deleted When the server receives a request from the 
controller to delete the content item, and 

Wherein the bookmark item comprising the same book 
mark ID as the deleted content item is deleted When the 
content item is deleted. 

Sep. 2, 2010 

20. The method of claim 19, Wherein the rendering state 
information includes at least an audio volume value or a 
display luminance value. 

21. The method of claim 19, Wherein the bookmark ID is 
generated by the server. 

22. The method of claim 19, Wherein the bookmark item is 
created under a container assigned by the controller unit. 

23. A player unit for managing rendering state information 
associated With playback of a content item, the player unit 
comprising: 

an interface unit con?gured to at least transmit or receive 
data; and 

a control unit con?gured to receive a rendering state infor 
mation request from a controller via the interface unit 
and transmit the rendering state information to the con 
troller via the interface unit according to the rendering 
state information request, the rendering state informa 
tion request used for retrieving the rendering state infor 
mation, 

Wherein transporting state information is transmitted from 
a server to the controller unit, the transporting state 
information associated With playback of the content 
item, 

Wherein the server creates a bookmark item based on the 
rendering state information and the transporting state 
information and updates the content item, 

Wherein the created bookmark item comprises the render 
ing state information, the transporting state information, 
a bookmark identi?er (ID), and a content identi?er (ID) 
of the content item, 

Wherein the content item is updated to include the same 
bookmark ID as the bookmark item, 

Wherein the content item including the same bookmark ID 
is deleted When the server receives a request from the 
controller to delete the content item, and 

Wherein the bookmark item comprising the same book 
mark ID as the deleted content item is deleted When the 
content item is deleted. 

24. The player of claim 23, Wherein the rendering state 
information includes at least an audio volume value or a 
display luminance value. 

25. The player of claim 23, Wherein the bookmark ID is 
generated by the server. 

26. The player of claim 23, Wherein the bookmark item is 
created under a container assigned by the controller unit. 

* * * * * 


