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(57) ABSTRACT 

The invention is a computer-implemented method and system 
to facilitate a purchase utilizing a tax-advantaged account. A 
request for payment for an item is received from a requester. 
A determination is made Whether the item quali?es for pre 
tax treatment. If the item quali?es for pre-tax treatment at 
least a partial payment amount for the item is determined. The 
tax-advantaged account is debited for at least a portion of the 
purchasing amount of the item based on the payment autho 
rization; and the at least partial payment amount for the item 
is transmitted to an account of the requestor. 
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PAYMENT PROGRAMS FOR HEALTHCARE 
PLANS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims bene?t under 35 U.S.C. 
§119(e) to US. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/697, 
514, ?led Jul. 8, 2005, Which is incorporated by reference 
herein in its entirety. 

[0002] This application also claims bene?t under 35 U.S.C. 
§120 as a continuation-in-part to US. patent application Ser. 
No. 10/ 904,639, ?led Nov. 19, 2004, and as a continuation 
in-part of US. patent application Ser. No. 11/275,401, ?led 
Dec. 29, 2005, each of Which is incorporated by reference 
herein in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0004] The present invention generally relates to a health 
care savings account and payment system and, more particu 
larly, to a system and a method for administering card-based 
healthcare savings account and provider payment plans. 

[0005] 2. RelatedArt 

[0006] Fundamental changes are occurring in the health 
care industry With respect to expenditures by consumers. 
Healthcare expenditures in the US. are expected to increase 
from approximately $558B in 1988 to approximately 
$3,361B by 2013. It is projected that consumers Will pay a 
larger share of those expenditures, from approximately 14% 
in 2001 to an expected 19% in 2010. 

[0007] Section 125 of the United States Internal Revenue 
Code offers tax savings to employees for medical, dependent 
care and childcare expenses. Likewise, Section 132 of the 
United States Internal Revenue Code offers employees tax 
savings for Work-related parking and transportation 
expenses. For example, employees may be entitled to tax 
bene?ts if the employees Withhold a portion of their payroll to 
pay for medical, dependent care, childcare, Work-related 
parking expenses and/or Work-related transportation 
expenses. In other Words, the employees’ payroll is taxed on 
the amount left after the Withheld portion is subtracted from 
the payroll amount and the Withheld portion is placed into a 
?exible spending account. 

[0008] HoW consumers pay for healthcare expenditures 
also is changing. Presently, less than 20% of consumer health 
care payments is through use of “plastic,” Which includes 
debit cards, charge cards, and credit cards. This percentage is 
expected to groW by over 10% in ?ve years to approximately 
30% by 2010. 

[0009] Another fundamental change that is expected to 
occur in the healthcare industry is the increase in use of 
consumer-directed healthcare plans (“CDHPs”), Which offer 
tax advantages to employers Who offer such plans and, for 
some CDHPs, to employees as Well. Three CDHPs of most 
interest include: the Flexible Spending Account (“FSA”); the 
Health Savings Account (“HSA”); and the Healthcare Reim 
bursement Arrangement (“HRA”). These different CDHPs 
are discussed in more detail beloW. 

[0010] The shift toWards CDHPs, While providing tax and 
other bene?ts to employers and/or employees, also entails 
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signi?cant administrative costs borne by the employers. 
These costs include, for example, the costs associated With 
maintaining individual accounts for each participating 
employee. Additionally, providers of healthcare goods/ser 
vices often encounter signi?cant delays in payment from 
CDHPs, due to the amount of time necessary to substantiate 
receipts and to determine the respective payment responsi 
bilities of the insurers and the employees. 

[0011] Given the foregoing, What is needed is a system and 
a method for administering CDHPs Which minimiZe the 
administrative costs of employers and Which facilitates the 
process for paying providers. 

[0012] There is also a need for systems and methods for 
automatically accessing funds held in a CDHP at the point of 
sale, and speci?cally, by utiliZing a single payment instru 
ment (e.g., a debit card, credit card, charge card, CDHP card, 
RFID, etc.) at the point of sale. In addition, there is a need to 
access multiple CDHPs for different categories of qualifying 
items utiliZing a single payment instrument. Furthermore, 
there is a need for accessing one or more CDHPs and/or one 
or more non-CDHPs utiliZing a single payment instrument. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0013] The present invention meets the above-identi?ed 
needs by providing a computer-implemented method and 
system to facilitate a purchase utiliZing a tax-advantaged 
account, comprising the steps of receiving, from a requester a 
request for payment for an item; determining Whether the 
item quali?es for pre-tax treatment; and if the item quali?es 
for pre-tax treatment: determining at least partial payment 
amount for the item; causing the tax-advantaged account to be 
debited for at least a portion of the purchasing amount of the 
item based on the payment authorization, and transmitting the 
at least partial payment amount for the item to an account of 
the requestor. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE 
DRAWINGS/FIGURES 

[0014] The features and advantages of the present invention 
Will become more apparent from the description set forth 
beloW When taken in conjunction With the draWings in Which 
like reference numbers indicate identical or functionally 
similar elements. 

[0015] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary 
system con?gured to facilitate a purchase utiliZing a ?exible 
spending account; 

[0016] FIG. 2 is a ?oW diagram illustrating an exemplary 
method to facilitate a purchase utiliZing a ?exible spending 
account; 

[0017] FIG. 3 is a ?oW diagram illustrating another exem 
plary method to facilitate a purchase utiliZing a ?exible 
spending account; 

[0018] FIG. 4 is a ?oW diagram illustrating an exemplary 
method to facilitate a purchase utiliZing a ?exible spending 
account and a non-FSA account; 

[0019] FIG. 5 schematically shoWs a conventional payment 
process; 

[0020] FIG. 6 shoWs a payment process according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 
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[0021] FIG. 7 schematically illustrates an example of a 
payment process ?ow according to an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

[0022] FIG. 8 schematically illustrates another example of 
a payment process ?ow according to an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

[0023] FIG. 9 schematically illustrates an example of vari 
ous steps performed by a provider, an insurer, and a ?nancial 
institution in connection with a payment process according to 
an embodiment of the present invention; 

[0024] FIG. 10 schematically illustrates another example 
of various steps performed by a provider, an insurer, and a 
third party administrator in connection with a payment pro 
cess according to an embodiment of the present invention; 

[0025] FIG. 11 schematically illustrates an arrangement 
used by an employer to implement a CDHP according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 

[0026] FIG. 12 schematically illustrates an embodiment of 
the present invention using a computer system which inter 
connects the employer, the insurer, ?nancial institution, the 
employees or a combination thereof. 

[0027] FIG. 13 schematically illustrates an embodiment of 
the present invention implemented using a closed-loop net 
work (as it relates to healthcare); and 

[0028] FIG. 14 is a block diagram of an exemplary com 
puter system useful for implementing the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0029] The detailed description of exemplary embodiments 
of the invention herein makes reference to the accompanying 
drawings and ?gures, which show the exemplary embodi 
ments by way of illustration and its best mode. While these 
exemplary embodiments are described in su?icient detail to 
enable those skilled in the art to practice the invention, it 
should be understood that other embodiments may be real 
iZed and that logical and mechanical changes may be made 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
It will be apparent to a person skilled in the pertinent art that 
this invention can also be employed in a variety of other 
applications. Thus, the detailed description herein is pre 
sented for purposes of illustration only and not of limitation. 
For example, the steps recited in any of the method or process 
descriptions may be executed in any order and are not limited 
to the order presented. 

[0030] For the sake of brevity, conventional data network 
ing, application development and other functional aspects of 
the systems (and components of the consumer operating com 
ponents of the systems) may not be described in detail herein. 
Furthermore, the connecting lines shown in the various ?g 
ures contained herein are intended to represent exemplary 
functional relationships and/or physical couplings between 
the various elements. It should be noted that many alternative 
or additional functional relationships or physical connections 
may be present in a practical system. 

[0031] The present invention is described herein with ref 
erence to block diagrams and ?owchart illustrations of meth 
ods, apparatus (e.g., systems), and computer program prod 
ucts according to various aspects of the invention. It will be 
understood that each functional block of the block diagrams 
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and the ?owchart illustrations, and combinations of func 
tional blocks in the block diagrams and ?owchart illustra 
tions, respectively, can be implemented by computer program 
instructions. 

[0032] These computer program instructions may be 
loaded onto a general purpose computer, special purpose 
computer, or other programmable data processing apparatus 
to produce a machine, such that the instructions that execute 
on the computer or other programmable data processing 
apparatus create means for implementing the functions speci 
?ed in the ?owchart block or blocks. These computer pro 
gram instructions may also be stored in a computer-readable 
memory that can direct a computer or other programmable 
data processing apparatus to function in a particular manner, 
such that the instructions stored in the computer-readable 
memory produce an article of manufacture including instruc 
tion means which implement the function speci?ed in the 
?owchart block or blocks. The computer program instruc 
tions may also be loaded onto a computer or other program 
mable data processing apparatus to cause a series of opera 
tional steps to be performed on the computer or other 
programmable apparatus to produce a computer-imple 
mented process such that the instructions which execute on 
the computer or other programmable apparatus provide steps 
for implementing the functions speci?ed in the ?owchart 
block or blocks. 

[0033] Accordingly, functional blocks of the block dia 
grams and ?ow diagram illustrations support combinations of 
means for performing the speci?ed functions, combinations 
of steps for performing the speci?ed functions, and program 
instruction means for performing the speci?ed functions. It 
will also be understoodthat each functional block of the block 
diagrams and ?owchart illustrations, and combinations of 
functional blocks in the block diagrams and ?owchart illus 
trations, can be implemented by either special purpose hard 
ware-based computer systems which perform the speci?ed 
functions or steps, or suitable combinations of special pur 
pose hardware and computer instructions. Further, illustra 
tions of the process ?ows and the descriptions thereof may 
make reference to user windows, webpages, websites, web 
forms, prompts, etc. Practitioners will appreciate that the 
illustrated steps described herein may comprise in any num 
ber of con?gurations including the use of windows, 
webpages, web forms, popup windows, prompts and the like. 
It should be further appreciated that the multiple steps as 
illustrated and described may be combined into single 
webpages and/ or windows but have been expanded for the 
sake of simplicity. In other cases, steps illustrated and 
described as single process steps may be separated into mul 
tiple webpages and/or windows but have been combined for 
simplicity. 
Terminology 

[0034] The term “merchant” as used herein shall mean any 
person, entity, distributor system, software, and/ or hardware 
that is a provider, broker, and/or any other entity in the dis 
tribution chain of goods or services. For example, a merchant 
may be a credit card issuer, a hotel chain, an airline, a grocery 
store, a retail store, a travel agency, a service provider, includ 
ing, but not limited to, a medical service provider, an online 
merchant, or the like. 

[0035] As used herein, an “item” may be one or more of 
information, good and/ or service capable of being exchanged 
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between entities. In addition, an “item identi?er” may 
include, for example, one or more of a universal product code 
(UPC), a stockkeeping unit (SKU), a serial number, a refer 
ence number, a category number, a service type indicator, a 
requestor name, a price, a description and/or any other infor 
mation capable of identifying an item. 

[0036] An “item qualifying for pre-tax treatment” may 
include any item that may be purchased With untaxed funds, 
such as, but not limited to, payroll funds. In one embodiment, 
an item qualifying for pre-tax treatment is an item included in 
the Internal Revenue Service Guidelines, Which may be 
changed over time. In addition, an item qualifying for pre-tax 
treatment may be set and/ or changed by any person or entity. 
Furthermore, an item qualifying for pre-tax treatment may 
originate at the employer, any third party that may administer 
a tax-advantaged account, and/ or a tax related servicing 
entity. HoWever, some additional restrictions on coverage 
may be de?ned by the employer because the employer may 
assume the legal risk for some payments. In one embodiment, 
an information card may be distributed to employees, 
employers, and/ or FSA administrators explaining Which 
expenses and/or items qualify for pre-tax treatment. 

[0037] A “transaction account” as used herein refers to an 
account associated With an open account card or a closed 

account card system (as described beloW). The transaction 
account may exist in a physical or non-physical embodiment. 
For example, a transaction account may be distributed in 
non-physical embodiments such as an account number, fre 
quent-?yer account, telephone calling account or the like. 
Furthermore, a physical embodiment of a transaction account 
may be distributed as a ?nancial instrument. 

[0038] “Open cards” are ?nancial transaction cards that are 
generally accepted at different merchants. Examples of open 
cards include the American Express®, Visa°, MasterCard® 
and Discover® cards, Which may be used at many different 
retailers and other businesses. In contrast, “closed cards” are 
?nancial transaction cards that may be restricted to use With a 
particular merchant, a particular chain of merchants or a 
collection of a?iliated merchants. One example of a closed 
card is a card that may only be accepted at a clothing retailer, 
such as a Saks Fifth Avenue® store. 

[0039] The term “transaction instrument” as used herein 
may include any type of open or closed charge card, credit 
card, debit card, FSA card, stored value card, an RFID chip 
based card or token, and the like. For convenience, a transac 
tion instrument may be referred to as a “card.” 

[0040] An “account,”“account number” or “account code”, 
as used herein, may include any device, code, number, letter, 
symbol, digital certi?cate, smart chip, digital signal, analog 
signal, biometric or other identi?er/indicia suitably con?g 
ured to alloW a consumer to access, interact With or commu 

nicate With a ?nancial transaction system. The account num 
ber may optionally be located on or associated With any 
?nancial transaction instrument (e. g., reWards, charge, credit, 
debit, prepaid, telephone, embossed, smart, magnetic stripe, 
bar code, transponder, radio frequency card or payment state 
ment). 
[0041] A “tax-advantaged account” is generally an account 
that is established and administered under Sections 125 and/ 
or 132 of the Internal Revenue Code. These include, but are 
not necessarily limited to consumer-directed healthcare plans 
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(“CDHPs”), such as the Flexible Spending Account (“FSA”); 
the Health Savings Account (“HSA”); and the Healthcare 
Reimbursement Arrangement (“HRA”). A tax-advantaged 
account may be referred to herein generally as a ?exible 
spending account (FSA), Which should be understood to 
include other types of tax-advantaged accounts (such as HSA 
or HRA) unless speci?cally indicated otherWise. 

[0042] A FSA is an account set up to hold the Withheld 
portions, and to pay for certain categories of items that qualify 
for pre-tax treatment under the Internal Revenue Service 
Guidelines. As it currently stands, if an employee Wishes to, 
for example, establish both a FSA for qualifying childcare 
expenses and a FSA for qualifying medical expenses, the 
employee must establish tWo FSAs and designate hoW much 
of the employee payroll to Withhold and credit to each FSA. 
The employee may then WithdraW the funds held in each FSA 
as the employee purchases qualifying items associated With 
each respective FSA. 

[0043] Currently, to WithdraW funds held in a FSA for 
qualifying expenses, the employee typically must ?rst pur 
chase the qualifying item, then request the FSA administrator 
to reimburse the employee for the purchase. More speci? 
cally, the employee is usually required to pay for the item at 
the point of sale, complete and ?le a claim form along With the 
sales receipt, Wait for the FSA administrator to process and 
approve the claim, and Wait to receive reimbursement. Thus, 
the current process for WithdraWing FSA funds for qualifying 
expenses is time consuming, requires the employee to be “out 
of pocket” until reimbursement arrives, and necessitates that 
the employee perform various tasks after the purchase. Fur 
thermore, in situations Where the employee incurs a claim for 
expenses in different types of FSAs (e.g., a medical expense 
FSA and a childcare FSA), the employee is generally required 
to ?le tWo claims, one for each respective FSA, folloWing the 
above steps. 

[0044] In a typical FSA, Which is the most established of 
the CDHPs, an employer deducts pre-tax dollars from an 
employee’s paycheck to cover IRS-approved healthcare 
expenses, and the deducted amount is put in the employee’s 
FSA. The employee pays for healthcare goods and/or health 
care services (“goods/ services”) out of pocket, and submits a 
receipt for the goods/services for substantiation and reim 
bursement. A third party administrator (“TPA”) revieWs the 
receipt and con?rms the purchase of the goods/ services. Once 
con?rmed, the TPA sends a reimbursement check to the 
employee and the TPA is reimbursed by the employer. Funds 
in the FSA that are not used by the employee by the end of the 
year are forfeited to the employer. TPAs have begun to offer 
debit cards to employees for payment of healthcare goods/ 
services. These debit cards enable automation of some 
aspects of claims substantiation. 

[0045] An HSA Works in conjunction With an insurer’s 
health insurance plan, Which incorporates employee-paid 
deductibles. An employer and/or an employee contributes 
pre-tax dollars to the employee’s HSA to cover IRS-approved 
healthcare expenses. The contributions are alloWed to roll 
over from year to year and to accumulate tax free inde?nitely. 
Funds in the HSA may be transferred from an investment 
account to a cash account to pay for expenses. When an HSA 
card or an HSA check is given to a provider for payment of 
healthcare goods/ services, the provider submits a claim to the 
insurer. The insurer then determines the employee’s share of 
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the payment, WithdraWs the determined amount from the 
employee’s cash account, and records that amount as part of 
the employee’s deductible. 

[0046] In a typical HRA, an employer contributes pre-tax 
dollars to an employee’s HRA. Funds in the HRA may be 
used to pay for deductibles and/or out-of-pocket medical 
expenses, and may be used to replace existing healthcare 
bene?ts. The employer is alloWed to determine factors such 
as: Whether substantiation is required; an alloWable annual 
roll-over amount; Whether the HRA is to be fully funded at the 
beginning of the year; and particular goods/services that are 
not covered. The employee pays for healthcare goods/ser 
vices out of pocket, and sends in a receipt for the goods/ 
services for reimbursement, Which is from funds in the HRA. 

[0047] As used herein, the terms “employer , end user”, 
“consumer”, “customer”, “cardmember”, “business” or 
“merchant” may be used interchangeably With each other, 
and each shall mean any person, entity, machine, hardWare, 
softWare or business. 

[0048] As used herein, “point of sale device” may be any 
softWare and/or hardWare suitably con?gured to facilitate a 
purchase. It may include any means or manner of communi 
cating With one or more host computers for the purpose of 
making requests for payment or payment authorization. Such 
means may include, but are not limited to, telephonic means, 
card readers, computer terminals connected directly to the 
host computer(s) or indirectly, via e.g., the Internet, or any 
other means of communication known to persons skilled in 
the relevant arts. 

[0049] As used herein, “transmit” may include sending 
electronic data from one system component to another over a 
netWork connection. 

[0050] Additionally, as used herein, “data” may include 
encompassing information such as commands, queries, ?les, 
data for storage, and the like in digital or any other form. 

[0051] “Transaction data” may include, for example, one or 
more of the amount of purchase, at least one payment instru 
ment account number, at least one payment account number, 
at least one item identi?er for each item being purchased, 
loyalty information, demographic information and/ or any 
other data helpful in processing a transaction. 

[0052] Persons skilled in the relevant arts Will understand 
the breadth of the terms used herein and that the exemplary 
descriptions provided are not intended to be limiting of the 
generally understood meanings attributed to the foregoing 
terms. 

[0053] It is noted that references in the speci?cation to “one 
embodiment”, “an embodiment”, “an example embodiment”, 
etc., indicate that the embodiment described may include a 
particular feature, structure, or characteristic, but every 
embodiment may not necessarily include the particular fea 
ture, structure, or characteristic. Moreover, such phrases are 
not necessarily referring to the same embodiment. Further, 
When a particular feature, structure, or characteristic is 
described in connection With an embodiment, it Would be 
Within the knoWledge of one skilled in the art to effect such 
feature, structure, or characteristic in connection With other 
embodiments Whether or not explicitly described. 
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OvervieW 

[0054] The invention is a computer-implemented method 
and system to facilitate a purchase utilizing a tax-advantaged 
account. A request for payment for an item is received from a 
requester. A determination is made Whether the item quali?es 
for pre-tax treatment. If the item quali?es for pre-tax treat 
ment at least a partial payment amount for the item is deter 
mined. The tax-advantaged account is debited for at least a 
portion of the purchasing amount of the item based on the 
payment authorization; and the at least partial payment 
amount for the item is transmitted to an account of the 
requestor. 

[0055] Further details of embodiments of this invention are 
described beloW. 

Embodiments 

[0056] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary 
embodiment of a system 100 Which utilizes at least one mer 
chant point of sale (POS) device 110 to facilitate the purchase 
of at least one item utilizing one or more tax-advantaged 
accounts. In one embodiment, system 100 may facilitate the 
secure payment and funding services using a pre-funded 
account (e.g., FSA 131, discussed beloW) While substantially 
protecting the privacy of the transaction participants. The 
comprehensive payment service may be based upon a con 
solidated account that stores value to be used in on-line and 
off-line transactions. System 100 may also include processes 
for authenticating participants, authorizing transactions, and 
settling payments. As such, embodiments of the present 
invention may enable merchants to effectively accept non 
standard forms of payment at POS device 110 Without chang 
ing their current payment infrastructures. Embodiments of 
the present invention may also enable the provision of value 
for purchases at any netWork merchant using a variety of 
sources of value. For further information related to these 
features, see the patent application entitled CONSOLI 
DATED PAYMENT ACCOUNT SYSTEM AND METHOD, 
by inventors: DavidArmes, et al ., ?led on Jun. 21, 2002 as Ser. 
No. 10/ 176,729, Which is hereby incorporated by reference. 

[0057] In one embodiment, POS device 110 may be con 
?gured to receive payment data and/or transaction data. POS 
device 110 may also be con?gured to transmit a request for 
payment authorization, Which may include payment data and 
transaction data, to at least one host computer 120. POS 
device 110 may be a consumer computing unit in the form of 
a personal computer, although other types of computing units 
may be used including laptops, notebooks, hand held com 
puters, set-top boxes, cellular telephones, touch-tone tele 
phones and the like. Moreover, POS device 110 may be a 
merchant computing unit implemented in the form of a com 
puter-server, although other implementations are contem 
plated. Moreover, reference to a single POS device, host 
computer, item or any other component may include one or 
more POS devices, host computers, items or other compo 
nents, respectively. 

[0058] A payment instrument may be associated With, for 
example, one or more of a ?exible spending account (FSA) 
having an account number, an FSA card, a credit card, a debit 
card, a charge card, a RFID, a chip based card, a stored value 
card and/or any other instrument capable of being presented 
for payment of an item. The payment instrument may be 
co-branded, include the issuer and employer logo, and/or 
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other trademarks. In addition, the payment instrument may be 
linked to at least one FSA and/or at least one non-FSA 
account, both of Which are discussed in greater detail beloW. 
A payment account may include a transaction instrument-less 
payment account Wherein account information (e. g., account 
number) may be entered into POS device 110 Without using, 
for example, a card or other physical instrument. In one 
embodiment, the account may sit on Triumph, and not have 
any instrument associated With the account. An “account” or 
“account number”, as used herein, may include, for example, 
any device, code, number, letter, symbol, digital certi?cate, 
smart chip, digital signal, analog signal, biometric or other 
identi?er/indicia suitably con?gured to alloW the consumer to 
access, interact With or communicate With the system (e.g., 
one or more of an authorization/access code, personal iden 
ti?cation number (PIN), Internet code, other identi?cation 
code, and/or the like). The account number may optionally be 
located on or associated With a reWards card, charge card, 
credit card, debit card, prepaid card, telephone card, 
embossed card, smart card, magnetic stripe card, bar code 
card, transponder, radio frequency card or an associated 
account. The system may include or interface With any of the 
foregoing cards or devices, or a fob having a transponder and 
RFID reader in RF communication With the fob. Although the 
present invention may include a fob embodiment, the inven 
tion is not to be so limited. Indeed, the system may include 
any device having a transponder con?gured to communicate 
with RFID reader via RF communication. Typical devices 
may include, for example, a key ring, tag, card, cell phone, 
WristWatch or any such form capable of being presented for 
interrogation. Moreover, the system, computing unit or 
device discussed herein may include a “pervasive computing 
device,” Which may include a traditionally non-computerized 
device that is embedded With a computing unit. Examples 
may include, but are not limited to, Watches, Internet enabled 
kitchen appliances, restaurant tables embedded With RF read 
ers, Wallets or purses With imbedded transponders, etc. 

[0059] The account number may be distributed and stored 
in any form of plastic, electronic, magnetic, radio frequency, 
Wireless, audio and/ or optical device capable of transmitting 
or doWnloading data from itself to a second device. A con 
sumer account number may be, for example, a sixteen-digit 
credit card number, although each credit provider has its oWn 
numbering system, such as the ?fteen-digit numbering sys 
tem used by American Express. Each company’s credit card 
numbers comply With that company’s standardized format 
such that the company using a sixteen-digit format Will gen 
erally use four spaced sets of numbers, as represented by the 
number “0000 0000 0000 0000”. The ?rst ?ve to seven digits 
are reserved for processing purposes and identify the issuing 
bank, card type, etc. In this example, the last (sixteenth) digit 
is used as a sum check for the sixteen-digit number. The 
intermediary eight-to-ten digits are used to uniquely identify 
the consumer. A merchant account number may be, for 
example, any number or alpha-numeric characters that iden 
ti?es a particular merchant for purposes of card acceptance, 
account reconciliation, reporting, or the like. 

[0060] System 100 may also include a host computer 120. 
Host computer 120 may be any hardWare and/or softWare 
suitably con?gured to communicate and/or process transac 
tion information. In an exemplary embodiment, host com 
puter 120 (or any other computer component discussed 
herein) may include a processor for processing digital data; a 
memory coupled to the processor for storing digital data; an 
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input digitizer coupled to the processor for inputting digital 
data; an application program stored in the memory and acces 
sible by the processor for directing processing of digital data 
by the processor; a display device coupled to the processor 
and memory for displaying information derived from digital 
data processed by the processor; and a plurality of databases. 
Furthermore, though shoWn as a main frame computer, host 
computer 120 may be implemented in other forms, such as a 
mini-computer, a PC server, a netWork of computers located 
in the same of different geographic locations, or the like. 

[0061] In one exemplary embodiment, host computer 120 
may be con?gured to receive and process a request for pay 
ment authorization from POS device 110. An electronic com 
merce system may be implemented at POS device 110 and 
host computer 120. In an exemplary implementation, the 
electronic commerce system is implemented as computer 
softWare modules loaded onto POS device 110 and host com 
puter 120. Host computer 120 may not require any additional 
softWare to participate in any online commerce transactions 
supported by an electronic commerce system. Host computer 
120 may also be con?gured to compare an item identi?er 
received from POS device 110 to a list of item identi?ers for 
items qualifying for pre-tax treatment stored Within memory 
of host computer 120. For example, host computer 120 may 
be con?gured to compare an SKU and/or a UPC associated 
With an item to a stored list of SKUs and/or UPCs to deter 
mine Whether the item quali?es for pre-tax treatment. Fur 
thermore, host computer 120 may include rules and/ or algo 
rithms for searching and/or comparing a list of stored item 
identi?ers to an item identi?er received from POS device 110. 
Host computer 120 may additionally be con?gured to trans 
mit full or partial payment authorization, and/or at least one 
appropriate decline message to POS device 110. 

[0062] System 100 may be con?gured to alloW an 
employer, consumer and/or any other person or entity With 
certain access rights to FSA 131 to override any decline (e. g., 
denial of veri?cation) and alloW the request for payment to be 
authorized. In this regard, system 100 may also include an 
online service accessible via any netWork (e. g., netWork 150, 
discussed beloW) that alloWs the employer, consumer and/or 
third party to check a FSA and charges that Were applied 
against/debited from the FSA, With an opportunity to adjust 
and/or enter other charges incurred on the payment instru 
ment for this purpose as Well (e.g., in case the issuer or 
acquirer did not recognize a charge properly). 

[0063] Other features may include, for example, a con 
sumer or a third party to provide approval to charge an 
account When a billing amount is determined (e.g., after adju 
dication of the claim); different aWards or loyalty features for 
non-healthcare spending and/ or for healthcare spending; pre 
ferred member pricing; services multiple players and change 
of payers (e.g., open enrollment); payer-funded (possibly 
co-branded) identi?cation features, using the payer’s pro 
vider portals and other available resources; external integra 
tion tools; checking co-pays; checking eligibility status; com 
bine With insurance and/or FSA; rollover alloWed or 
determined by employer; ability to access and draW from 
multiple FSA and health savings accounts (HSAs); automatic 
identi?cation of healthcare transactions; roll up accounts into 
a corporate hierarchy; link ?exible spending accounts to 
existing consumer or corporate accounts; and, routing trans 
actions to different third party accounts. 
























