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A method and system for assigning screen designation codes 
is disclosed. A method of assigning screen designation codes 
includes assigning a ?rst screen designation code to a ?rst 
spreadsheet object, Wherein the ?rst screen designation code 
is associated With a ?rst display screen of a multi-component 
display. A second screen designation code is assigned to a 
second spreadsheet object, Wherein the second screen desig 
nation code is associated With a second display screen of the 
multi-component display. The ?rst and second screen desig 
nation codes are operable to implement a simultaneous dis 
play of the ?rst spreadsheet object on the ?rst display screen 
and the second spreadsheet object on the second display 
screen. 
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR ASSIGNING 
SCREEN DESIGNATION CODES 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] The present application is a continuation of US. 
patent application Ser. No. 10/049,271, ?led Feb. 6, 2002, 
naming Gabriel D. Engel and Pita Witehira as inventors, 
assigned to the assignee of the present invention, and having 
attorney docket number PURE-P012, Which claims the ben 
e?t of International Patent Application Number PCT/NZ00/ 
00162, ?led Aug. 18, 2000, Which claims the bene?t of NeW 
Zealand Patent Number 337333, ?led Aug. 19, 1999. Each of 
these applications is incorporated herein by reference in their 
entirety and for all purposes. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Reference throughout this speci?cation shall be 
made to use of the present invention in relation to the display 
of data in spreadsheets. HoWever, it should be appreciated 
that aspects of the present invention can be used in relation to 
displaying data presented in other formats, perhaps graphi 
cally or in some other format for displaying in particular 
relational data. 
[0003] There are a number of spreadsheet programs, one of 
the more proli?c being Microsoft Excel. These spreadsheet 
programs have a number of cells in roWs and columns into 
Which data can be input. Often the cells Within the spread 
sheet are related to each other. 
[0004] For example, there may be a cell that displays a 
number Which is calculated from the numbers represented in 
other cells in the spreadsheet. For instance, this particular cell 
may represent the total of a column of numbers. Any change 
to the numbers in that column Will also be re?ected in that cell 
representing the total. 
[0005] This system Works Well When all of the data required 
to be revieWed can ?t onto one computer screen display. 
HoWever, often the user of the softWare creates spreadsheets 
Which have more data entered into them than can be shoWn on 
one screen display at a time. 

[0006] To accommodate this need, spreadsheet softWare 
often includes a facility akin to an old-fashioned system of 
having separate sheets of paper or cards except this is dis 
played on the computer, accessed by a virtual tab. For 
example, the screen may shoW one set of data. By clicking on 
a tab, a second set of data is then displayed on the screen With 
the ?rst set of data being hidden by the second. 
[0007] Unfortunately, this is still unsatisfactory. This is 
because the screen does not shoW all of the data that the user 
may Wish to see. While the user can choose Which spreadsheet 
to vieW, the user cannot see the effect that changing a cell on 
one spreadsheet has on another cell on the other spreadsheet. 
[0008] Another problem is that it can take some time for a 
user to locate a particular cell. Not only is this another attempt 
to address the situation has been the ability to include multiple 
?les on a screen Which may be cross-linked in terms of having 
relational data. 
[0009] Thus, it is possible for the user to alter data on one 
part of the screen in relation to one ?le and see its effect on 
another part of the screen in relation to another ?le. 
[0010] Unfortunately, these attempts are still unsatisfac 
tory. One problem With this system is that although there may 
be inter-relational data, there is no physical feel of the rela 
tionship betWeen the cells. 
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[0011] For example, on each spreadsheet there may be cells 
relating to similar data in the same columns and roWs for each 
spreadsheet. HoWever, positioning the spreadsheets beside 
each other on the screen does not provide an intuitive feel of 
the relationship of the cells to each other. 
[0012] Another problem that occurs is that often the single 
cell has tWo lots of data assigned to it. One data element is the 
actual number and the other data element is the formula or 
relationship equation Which generates that number. In tradi 
tional spreadsheet programs, the formula is usually only dis 
played When that particular cell is selected. 
[0013] Therefore, the formula for a number of related cells 
cannot be displayed at the same time. This is understandably 
frustrating, particularly When a person is desirous of quickly 
vieWing and assessing the relationship betWeen a number of 
cells to each other. 

[0014] It is an object of the present invention to address the 
foregoing problems or at least to provide the public With a 
useful choice. 
[0015] Further aspects and advantages of the present inven 
tion Will become apparent from the ensuing description 
Which is given by Way of example only. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0016] According to one aspect of the present invention 
there is provided a method for creating a visual effect in the 
display of softWare Wherein the softWare is for the manipu 
lation of data, the method characterized by the steps of a) 
assigning a particular screen designation code to a ?rst group 
of data, and b) assigning other screen designation codes to 
second and other groups of data as desired, Wherein the screen 
designation code determines Which physical screen the group 
of data is displayed in a multi-level screen display. 
[0017] As stated previously, the softWare in preferred 
embodiments is spreadsheet softWare, although it should be 
appreciated that the principles of the present invention can 
apply to other types of softWare, particularly those Which 
relate to the display of data, such as databases, graphical 
analysis and so forth. 

[0018] The term second and other group of data may cover 
such items as formula, relational information, highlights, 
error messages, hints and so forth Which can be associated 
With the ?rst group of data. 
[0019] The screen designation code is merely a code that 
identi?es Which physical screen the image or softWare com 
ponent is displayed upon. 
[0020] The inventors of the present invention also invented 
a multi-level screen display and this is described in detail in 
PCT Application Nos. PCT/NZ98/00098 and PCT/NZ99/ 
0002 1. 

[0021] This is a device Which is created by combining 
multiple layers of selectively transparent screens. Each 
screen is capable of shoWing an image. In preferred embodi 
ments, the screen layers are liquid crystal displays. Preferably 
the screens are aligned parallel to each other With a preset 
distance betWeen them. 

[0022] With this invention, images displayed on the screen 
furthest from the vieW (background screen), Will appear at 
some depth behind the images displayed on the screen closest 
to the vieWer (foreground screen). The transparent portions 
on the foreground screen Will alloW vieWers to see images 
displayed on the background screen. 
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[0023] This arrangement of layering multiple screens 
alloWs images to be presented at multiple levels giving the 
vieWer true depth Without use of glass or lens. 
[0024] The present invention Will noW refer to use With a 
multi-level screen as described above although this should 
not be seen as limiting. 

[0025] The group of data is in preferred embodiments a 
spreadsheet such as that normally vieWed in a spreadsheet 
program, hoWever this should not be seen as limiting. 
[0026] It should be appreciated that although reference 
shall be made throughout this speci?cation noW to only back 
ground and foreground screens, other aspects of the present 
invention may utiliZe more than tWo screens. For example, 
various spreadsheets may be on the multiple screens behind 
the foreground screen. 
[0027] A group of data may be that information displayed 
When a particular tab is selected on the screen. Therefore, that 
group of data or spreadsheet is displayed on one of the physi 
cal screens. 

[0028] The group of data or spreadsheet that can be vieWed 
by selecting another tab may be displayed on another physical 
screen. Alternatively, if there are tWo separate spreadsheet 
programs, these can be imported to an embodiment of the 
present invention and have separate spreadsheets from the 
separate ?les shoWn on the separate screens With one spread 
sheet overlaying another, but With the ability to see both. 
[0029] One embodiment of the present invention Will be an 
interface that identi?es the coding on existing softWare With 
these identi?ers and assign various data groups to the appro 
priate foreground or background screen. 
[0030] The “alWays on top” functions can be made fully or 
partially transparent by the present invention. 
[0031] In one embodiment of the present invention, one 
screen may have a highlight for a particular cell or group of 
cells positioned either in front of or behind that highlight. In 
a variation of this embodiment, the highlights of a number of 
cells may be color coded With the codes corresponding to a 
particular relationship to cells of a certain type. 
[0032] In another embodiment of the present invention, one 
group of data on one screen may be the actual values Within 
the cells and the other group or groups of data on the other 
screens may be the coding or formulas or relational informa 
tion that actually creates the value shoWn on the other screen. 

[0033] In some embodiments, the groups of data may all 
belong to the same large spreadsheet and the second and 
consequent screens may merely shoW the Wrap-around of that 
spreadsheet. 
[0034] In other embodiments, it may be provided in cells a 
hyperlink that can take the user of the spreadsheet to other 
cells or other screens. 

[0035] Sometimes, the present invention may be useful in 
error tracking. For example, a mistake in the relational for 
mula betWeen the cells or the data entered may lead to an 
error. The ability to see a number of cells at once can assist in 
tracking doWn Where the error occurred or What cells are 
affected by the error. 
[0036] In one aspect of the present invention there may be 
provided the ability to scroll through values on one cell or set 
of cells on a screen While still being able to vieW another set 
of cells on another screen. This is particularly useful Where it 
is desired to be able to search for information or data on 
various areas of the spreadsheet or database While not dis 
turbing the actual region of the spreadsheet or database that 
the user is Working on. 

May 6, 2010 

[0037] The scrolling or rotation of data on various cells may 
be achieved in some instances by the use of a track ball or 
some other user interface. 

[0038] In yet another embodiment one of the screens may 
display tips or hints associated With the cells being displayed 
on the other screen. 

[0039] The interface may be a patch for existing softWare, a 
library ?le or a neW front end for multiple existing softWare 
packages or a completely neW operating system. 
[0040] With existing softWare that does not have such cod 
ing, it may be necessary to implement the present invention 
by having customiZed softWare in Which the softWare devel 
oper speci?es the softWare routines Which cause the appro 
priate components and images to go on the appropriate 
screens. 

[0041] A further aspect of the present invention is the pro 
vision of media on to Which instructions in accordance With 
the present invention have been recorded. For example, this 
media may be a graphics card, CD, hard drive, ?oppy disk and 
so forth. 

[0042] The advantages of the present invention can noW be 
readily seen. 
[0043] Because of the physical separation betWeen the 
screens, the vieWer can easily see data On the front screen and 
oh the rear screen as required. Thus, the user can see signi? 
cantly more data than previously vieWable With standard soft 
Ware or standard screens. Indeed the amount of data that the 
user can see is a multiple proportional to the number of 
screens in the multi-level screen display. 
[0044] The vieWer can instantly see on Which screen holds 
the cell or data that is relevant to it and select this. 

[0045] The user can also see at a glance the relational nature 
of the data on the screens. For example, a change on one 
screen may cause corresponding change on the other screen 
overlaying it. This gives an instant appreciation of the effect 
of a change. 

[0046] In some embodiments of the present invention the 
cells Which change as a consequence of altering data may be 
color coded. This alloWs the user to more quickly identify 
Where that change has occurred on multiple screens. 
[0047] Some embodiments may have different shading to 
make it clear as to Which screen the group of data is on, or to 
indicate Which data is grouped together. The overall screens 
may also be shaded/colored to give visual clarity. 
[0048] The present invention also alloWs the user to easily 
access a desired cell. Not only is this more desirable for the 
user in terms of mental satisfaction, but this also is signi?cant 
in terms of physical relief. A problem that frequent computer 
users have is occupational overuse syndrome (oos) Which is 
the repeated use of muscles, particularly When typing or using 
a mouse. Easier access means that the mouse is used less in 

order to ?nd a particular cell and thus a potentially unpleasant 
medical condition is avoided. 
[0049] In some embodiments of the present invention some 
cells are presented as 3-dimensional blocks Which can be 
selected, moved or removed like blocks in a Wall to reveal data 
on other screens. 

[0050] It can be appreciated that the present invention over 
all literally provides an added dimension to the ability of a 
user to Work With data manipulation programs such as spread 
sheets and databases. There is considerably more ?exibility 
and also a reduction in the time and effort required by the user 
to see the relationship betWeen groups of data to each other. 
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[0051] Aspects of the present invention may extend to other 
standard functions on a spreadsheet program. 
[0052] For example, spreadsheet programs often come With 
the ability to present the data graphically. Thus, for multi 
relational data sheets, the present invention can also be used 
to produce 3-dimensional graphs shoWing the data on x, y and 
Z axes as required. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0053] FIG. 1 shoWs a ?rst screen display of a conventional 
spreadsheet softWare. 
[0054] FIG. 2 shoWs a ?rst screen display of a conventional 
spreadsheet softWare. 
[0055] FIG. 3 shoWs an exemplary display of spreadsheet 
objects on a multi-component display in accordance With one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0056] FIG. 1 is a screen display from a Microsoft ExcelTM 
program. This illustrates a group of data on a spreadsheet 
generally indicated by arroW 1 on the screen. The associated 
tab (2) indicates that the data We are looking at relates to “FBT 
Calc-Lease”. 
[0057] The screen also shoWs that there is a second group of 
data (not shoWn) and positioned visually under the ?rst group 
of data. The indicator that there is a second group of data is the 
tab (3) Which reads “FBT Calc-Lease to OWn”. 
[0058] To vieW the second group of data, it is necessary to 
select the tab (3). HoWever, in doing so the ?rst group of data 
is obscured by the second group of data. Thus, the effect of a 
change on one group of data is not immediately discemable as 
the user cannot see the other group of data. 

[0059] It can also be seen that it can be dif?cult for the user 
to select a particular cell given that half of the data is obscured 
at any one time. 

[0060] It should also be appreciated that spreadsheet pro 
grams of this type have the ability to have multiple tabs, not 
just the tWo shoWn. 
[0061] FIG. 2 illustrates a screen display Whereby tWo 
separate ?les have been imported into the one screen display 
and are positioned side by side. 
[0062] This enables the user to change data on ?le and vieW 
its corresponding effect on the other ?le. 
[0063] HoWever, because the ?les are side by side, this is 
not intuitive With there being no real physical relationship 
betWeen cells having the same common roW and column. 
[0064] Further, the screen siZe is still limited and only a 
certain amount of data can be ?tted onto the screen. 

[0065] The present invention provides for the separate 
groups of data (Whether from separate ?les of merely separate 
spreadsheets to be displayed on separate physical screens 
aligned With each other. 
[0066] FIG. 3 shoWs an example of a multi-level spread 
sheet using only 2 layers. 
[0067] Information can be stored on both layers. The layout 
of the cells can be used to enhance user information by posi 
tioning related cells close to or behind one another so as to 
improve the visual feedback to the user speeding up the 
development time and improving error detection. The posi 
tioning of the cells can also be used to increase the informa 
tion available on a given cell as illustrated by the text and 
numbering chosen for FIG. 3. The front screen is ready to 
receive the monthly information such as income generated or 
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expenses incurred While the back screen provides the user 
With immediate information about the day on Which the 
income Was generated or expense total incurred, thus reduc 
ing the need to look aWay from the cell to gain this informa 
tion. 
[0068] A greater number of layers of course can be used. 
[0069] The 3-dimensional spreadsheet enables the user to 
see far greater quantities of data in the one visual display than 
before. 
[0070] It also enables the user to quickly select a desired 
cell. Further, the relational nature of the data to each other can 
be intuitively perceived. 
[0071] Aspects of the present invention have been 
described by Way of example only and it should be appreci 
ated that modi?cations and additions may be made thereto 
Without departing from the scope of the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of assigning screen designation codes, said 

method comprising: 
assigning a ?rst screen designation code to a ?rst spread 

sheet object, Wherein said ?rst screen designation code 
is associated With a ?rst display screen of a multi-com 
ponent display; 

assigning a second screen designation code to a second 
spreadsheet object, Wherein said second screen designa 
tion code is associated With a second display screen of 
said multi-component display; and 

simultaneously displaying said ?rst spreadsheet object on 
said ?rst display screen and said second spreadsheet 
object on said second display screen, Wherein said 
simultaneously displaying further comprises simulta 
neously displaying said ?rst and second spreadsheet 
objects using said ?rst and second screen designation 
codes. 

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst and second 
spreadsheet objects are selected from a group consisting of a 
WindoW, menu, a tab, an icon, a user-modi?able ?eld, a cell, 
and a grouping of cells. 

3. The method of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst and second 
spreadsheet objects are associated With a respective user 
selectable tab. 

4. The method of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst spreadsheet 
object comprises a formula, and Wherein said second spread 
sheet object is selected from a group consisting of data asso 
ciated With said formula and a result of said formula. 

5. The method of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst and second 
spreadsheet objects comprise adjoining data Wrapped from 
said ?rst display screen to said second display screen. 

6. The method of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst spreadsheet 
object comprises a ?rst color and said second spreadsheet 
object comprises a second color. 

7. The method of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst spreadsheet 
object comprises a link to said second spreadsheet object. 

8. The method of claim 1, Wherein said second spreadsheet 
object is selected from a group consisting of: an error message 
related to said ?rst spreadsheet object; and information about 
said ?rst spreadsheet object. 

9. The method of claim 1, Wherein said simultaneously 
displaying further comprises displaying said ?rst spreadsheet 
object at a ?rst position on said ?rst display screen, Wherein 
said simultaneously displaying further comprises displaying 
said second spreadsheet object at a second position on said 
second display screen, and further comprising: 



US 2010/0115391141 

in response to a user interaction, accessing a third position 
for display of said ?rst spreadsheet object on said ?rst 
display screen. 

10. The method of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst and second 
spreadsheet objects are selected from a group consisting of an 
active cell, an active spreadsheet, and a user-selected cell. 

11. The method of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst display screen 
is physically spaced apart from said second display screen, 
and Wherein said ?rst and second display screens overlap. 

12. The method of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst spreadsheet 
object is at least partially transparent to enable vieWing of said 
second spreadsheet object through said ?rst spreadsheet 
object. 

13. The method of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst spreadsheet 
object is associated With a ?rst spreadsheet, Wherein said 
second spreadsheet object is associated With a second spread 
sheet, and Wherein said ?rst and second spreadsheet objects 
overlap. 

14. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
automatically modifying said second spreadsheet object in 

response to a modi?cation of said ?rst spreadsheet 
object. 

15. The method of claim 14, Wherein said automatically 
modifying said second spreadsheet object further comprises 
changing a color of said second spreadsheet object. 

16. The method of claim 1, Wherein an overlap of said ?rst 
and second spreadsheet objects indicates a relationship of 
said ?rst and second spreadsheet objects. 

17. The method of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst and second 
spreadsheet objects is selected from a group consisting of a 
three-dimensional graph, a three-dimensional chart, and a 
three-dimensional object. 

18. The method of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst and second 
spreadsheet objects are associated With a common spread 
sheet cell. 

19. A computer-readable medium having computer-read 
able program code embodied therein for causing a computer 
system to perform a method of assigning screen designation 
codes, said method comprising: 

assigning a ?rst screen designation code to a ?rst spread 
sheet object, Wherein said ?rst screen designation code 
is associated With a ?rst display screen of a multi-com 
ponent display; 

assigning a second screen designation code to a second 
spreadsheet object, Wherein said second screen designa 
tion code is associated With a second display screen of 
said multi-component display; and 

simultaneously displaying said ?rst spreadsheet object on 
said ?rst display screen and said second spreadsheet 
object on said second display screen, Wherein said 
simultaneously displaying further comprises simulta 
neously displaying said ?rst and second spreadsheet 
objects using said ?rst and second screen designation 
codes. 

20. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said ?rst and second spreadsheet objects are selected from a 
group consisting of a WindoW, menu, a tab, an icon, a user 
modi?able ?eld, a cell, and a grouping of cells. 

21. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said ?rst and second spreadsheet objects are associated With a 
respective user-selectable tab. 

22. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said ?rst spreadsheet object comprises a formula, and 
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Wherein said second spreadsheet object is selected from a 
group consisting of data associated With said formula and a 
result of said formula. 

23. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said ?rst and second spreadsheet objects comprise adjoining 
data Wrapped from said ?rst display screen to said second 
display screen. 

24. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said ?rst spreadsheet object comprises a ?rst color and said 
second spreadsheet object comprises a second color. 

25. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said ?rst spreadsheet object comprises a link to said second 
spreadsheet object. 

26. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said second spreadsheet object is selected from a group con 
sisting of: an error message related to said ?rst spreadsheet 
object; and information about said ?rst spreadsheet object. 

27. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said simultaneously displaying further comprises displaying 
said ?rst spreadsheet object at a ?rst position on said ?rst 
display screen, Wherein said simultaneously displaying fur 
ther comprises displaying said second spreadsheet object at a 
second position on said second display screen, and Wherein 
said method further comprises: 

in response to a user interaction, accessing a third position 
for display of said ?rst spreadsheet object on said ?rst 
display screen. 

28. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said ?rst and second spreadsheet objects are selected from a 
group consisting of an active cell, an active spreadsheet, and 
a user-selected cell. 

29. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said ?rst display screen is physically spaced apart from said 
second display screen, and Wherein said ?rst and second 
display screens overlap. 

30. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said ?rst spreadsheet object is at least partially transparent to 
enable vieWing of said second spreadsheet object through 
said ?rst spreadsheet object. 

31. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said ?rst spreadsheet object is associated With a ?rst spread 
sheet, Wherein said second spreadsheet object is associated 
With a second spreadsheet, and Wherein said ?rst and second 
spreadsheet objects overlap. 

32. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said method further comprises: 

automatically modifying said second spreadsheet object in 
response to a modi?cation of said ?rst spreadsheet 
object. 

33. The computer-readable medium of claim 32, Wherein 
said automatically modifying said second spreadsheet object 
further comprises changing a color of said second spread 
sheet object. 

34. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
an overlap of said ?rst and second spreadsheet objects indi 
cates a relationship of said ?rst and second spreadsheet 
objects. 

35. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said ?rst and second spreadsheet objects is selected from a 
group consisting of a three-dimensional graph, a three-di 
mensional chart, and a three-dimensional object. 

36. The computer-readable medium of claim 19, Wherein 
said ?rst and second spreadsheet objects are associated With a 
common spreadsheet cell. 
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37. A system comprising: 
means for assigning a ?rst screen designation code to a ?rst 

spreadsheet object, Wherein said ?rst screen designation 
code is associated With a ?rst display screen of a multi 
component display; 

means for assigning a second screen designation code to a 
second spreadsheet object, Wherein said second screen 
designation code is associated With a second display 
screen of said multi-component display; and 

means for simultaneously displaying said ?rst spreadsheet 
object on said ?rst display screen and said second 
spreadsheet object on said second display screen, 
Wherein said means for simultaneously displaying fur 
ther comprises means for simultaneously displaying 
said ?rst and second spreadsheet objects using said ?rst 
and second screen designation codes. 

38. The system of claim 37, Wherein said ?rst and second 
spreadsheet objects are selected from a group consisting of a 
WindoW, menu, a tab, an icon, a user-modi?able ?eld, a cell, 
and a grouping of cells. 

39. The system of claim 37, Wherein said ?rst and second 
spreadsheet objects are associated With a respective user 
selectable tab. 

40. The system of claim 37, Wherein said ?rst spreadsheet 
object comprises a formula, and Wherein said second spread 
sheet object is selected from a group consisting of data asso 
ciated With said formula and a result of said formula. 

41. The system of claim 37, Wherein said ?rst and second 
spreadsheet objects comprise adjoining data Wrapped from 
said ?rst display screen to said second display screen. 

42. The system of claim 37, Wherein said ?rst spreadsheet 
object comprises a ?rst color and said second spreadsheet 
object comprises a second color. 

43. The system of claim 37, Wherein said ?rst spreadsheet 
object comprises a link to said second spreadsheet object. 

44. The system of claim 37, Wherein said second spread 
sheet object is selected from a group consisting of: an error 
message related to said ?rst spreadsheet object; and informa 
tion about said ?rst spreadsheet object. 

45. The system of claim 37, Wherein said means for simul 
taneously displaying further comprises means for displaying 
said ?rst spreadsheet object at a ?rst position on said ?rst 
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display screen, Wherein said means for simultaneously dis 
playing further comprises means for displaying said second 
spreadsheet object at a second position on said second display 
screen, and Wherein said system further comprises: 
means for accessing, in response to a user interaction, a 

third position for display of said ?rst spreadsheet object 
on said ?rst display screen. 

46. The system of claim 37, Wherein said ?rst and second 
spreadsheet objects are selected from a group consisting of an 
active cell, an active spreadsheet, and a user-selected cell. 

47. The system of claim 37, Wherein said ?rst display 
screen is physically spaced apart from said second display 
screen, and Wherein said ?rst and second display screens 
overlap. 

48. The system of claim 37, Wherein said ?rst spreadsheet 
object is at least partially transparent to enable vieWing of said 
second spreadsheet object through said ?rst spreadsheet 
object. 

49. The system of claim 37, Wherein said ?rst spreadsheet 
object is associated With a ?rst spreadsheet, Wherein said 
second spreadsheet object is associated With a second spread 
sheet, and Wherein said ?rst and second spreadsheet objects 
overlap. 

50. The system of claim 37 further comprising: 
means for automatically modifying said second spread 

sheet object in response to a modi?cation of said ?rst 
spreadsheet object. 

51. The system of claim 374, Wherein said means for auto 
matically modifying said second spreadsheet object further 
comprises means for changing a color of said second spread 
sheet object. 

52. The system of claim 37, Wherein an overlap of said ?rst 
and second spreadsheet objects indicates a relationship of 
said ?rst and second spreadsheet objects. 

53. The system of claim 37, Wherein said ?rst and second 
spreadsheet objects is selected from a group consisting of a 
three-dimensional graph, a three-dimensional chart, and a 
three-dimensional object. 

54. The system of claim 37, Wherein said ?rst and second 
spreadsheet objects are associated With a common spread 
sheet cell. 


