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TAMPER EVIDENT CONTAINER WITH 
FRANGIBLE CLOSURE MEMBER 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of Provisional 
Application No. 61/098,490, ?led Sep. 19, 2008, Which is 
hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

FIELD 

[0002] The teaching herein relates to containers and to con 
tainers that facilitate providing visual indication that the con 
tainer may have been opened after initially being ?lled and 
closed. 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] Containers are used to store many types of items, 
such as foodstuffs, medicine, or numerous other types of 
materials. 
[0004] Us. Pat. No. 5,788,105 (Foos) discloses a reclos 
able package having visible evidence of tampering, Where the 
package has a ?rst portion, a second portion joined to the ?rst 
portion along a common edge by a hinge integral to the ?rst 
and second portions and thereby forming the package, and 
closure portions for locking the package, Where the closure 
portions are removable connected to each of the ?rst and 
second portions respectively. Upon ?rst closure of the pack 
age, the closure portions engage each other, and upon ?rst 
opening of the package, the closure portions become 
detached from the package. 

SUMMARY 

[0005] The folloWing summary is provided to introduce the 
reader to the more detailed discussion to folloW. The sum 
mary is not intended to limit or de?ne the claims. 
[0006] According to one example of the Applicant’s teach 
ing, a container for packaging food stuffs comprises a ?rst 
body portion and a second body portionpivotally joined to the 
?rst body portion and moveable from a closed position to an 
open position for accessing an interior of the container. An 
anchoring engagement element is integrally joined With the 
?rst body portion When the second body portion is in the 
closed and open positions. A frangible engagement element is 
integrally joined With the second body part and locked With 
the anchoring engagement element When the second body 
portion is in the closed position. The frangible engagement 
element is con?gured to sever from the second body portion 
and remain in locked engagement With the anchoring engage 
ment element When the second body portion is moved from 
the closed position to the open position. 
[0007] Containers having this con?guration may be advan 
tageous because the container may be initially ?lled, for 
example at a manufacturing plant, and the second body por 
tion may be subsequently closed and locked in the closed 
position by engaging the anchoring engagement and fran 
gible engagement, such that When incidental forces are 
applied to the container, the second body member remains in 
the closed position. When the second body member is opened 
for the ?rst time, for example When a user applies force to 
pivot the second body member to the open position, the fran 
gible engagement element is severed from the second body 
portion, and thereby provides visual evidence that the con 
tainer has been opened. Accordingly, a user may inspect the 
container at the point of sale, in order to determine if the 
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container has been previously opened. As such, the container 
may be substantially tamper-evident. 
[0008] Further, containers having this con?guration may be 
advantageous because generating a Waste product separate 
from the container upon opening can be avoided. For 
example, a tab, pull, strip, or Wrapping element is not sepa 
rated from the container so as to require disposal independent 
of the container. 

[0009] In some examples, the container further comprises a 
line of Weakness in the second body portion and generally 
surrounding the frangible engagement element to facilitate 
said severing of the frangible engagement element from the 
second body portion. The line of Weakness can comprise a 
perforated line surrounding the frangible engagement ele 
ment. 

[0010] In some examples, the locking of the anchoring 
engagement element to the frangible engagement elements 
de?nes a locking force, a minimum force applied across the 
line of Weakness at Which the frangible engagement element 
severs from the second body portion de?nes a severing force, 
and the locking force is greater than the severing force. 
[0011] In some examples, the container is free of any 
releasably refastenable engagement elements, and the con 
tainer is inhibited from being reclosed after the frangible 
engagement element has been severed from the second body 
part. 
[0012] In some examples the container further comprises a 
prop member disposed betWeen the ?rst and second body 
portions When the second body portion is in or near the closed 
position. The prop member exerts a biasing force that biases 
the second body portion toWards a partially open position. 
The locking force of the anchoring and frangible engagement 
elements can be greater than the biasing force exerted by the 
prop member When the second body portion is in the closed 
position. 
[0013] In some examples, the ?rst body portion comprises 
a receptacle, and the second body portion comprises a lid. The 
receptacle can comprise a bottom panel, and at least one Wall 
extending upWardly from a periphery of the bottom panel, 
and the lid can comprise a covering portion. 
[0014] In some examples, the anchoring engagement is 
de?ned in a ?rst lid coupling surface extending outWardly 
from an upper portion of the at least one Wall, and the fran 
gible engagement element is de?ned in a ?rst receptacle 
coupling surface extending outWardly from the covering por 
tion. 

[0015] In some examples, a prop member is disposed 
betWeen the ?rst and second body parts When the container is 
in or near the closed position. The prop member exerts a 
biasing force that biases the lid toWards a partially open 
position. The prop member can comprise an upWardly 
extending Wall extending from at least a portion of the ?rst lid 
coupling surface. The ?rst receptacle coupling surface can 
have a greater surface area than the ?rst lid coupling surface, 
the upWardly extending Wall can extend from a periphery of 
the ?rst lid coupling surface, and the ?rst receptacle coupling 
surface can sit on the upWardly extending Wall When the 
container is in the closed position. When the container is in 
the closed position, the ?rst receptacle coupling surface can 
bend betWeen the engagement element and the prop member. 

[0016] In some examples, the container further comprises a 
second anchoring engagement element, and a second fran 
gible engagement element. 
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[0017] In some examples, the ?rst body portion is mounted 
to the second body portion at a mounting portion, and the 
anchoring engagement element and the frangible engagement 
element are perimetrically opposed to the mounting portion. 
[0018] In some examples, When force is applied to move the 
?rst body portion to the open position, and the frangible 
engagement element is severed, an aperture is formed in the 
second body portion. 
[0019] In some examples, When force is applied to move the 
second body portion to the open position, and the frangible 
engagement element is severed, a Waste product is not gen 
erated. 
[0020] In some examples, the frangible engagement ele 
ment comprises an upWardly extending recess, and the 
anchoring engagement element comprises an upWardly 
extending projection receivable in the recess. The recess can 
comprise a laterally outWardly extending groove, and the 
projection can comprise a laterally outWardly extending lip 
receivable in the groove. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0021] FIG. 1 is a perspective illustration of an example of 
a container in accordance With the Applicant’s teaching, 
Wherein the container has not yet been initially closed; 
[0022] FIGS. 2A-2C are enlarged vieWs of various 
examples of the region shoWn in circle 2 in FIG. 1; 
[0023] FIG. 3 is a perspective illustration of the container of 
FIG. 1, Wherein the container is in the closed position; 
[0024] FIG. 4 is a perspective illustration of the container of 
FIG. 3, Wherein the container has been opened; and 
[0025] FIG. 5 is an enlarged vieW of the region shoWn in 
circle 5 in FIG. 4. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0026] Various apparatuses or processes Will be described 
beloW to provide an example of an embodiment of each 
claimed invention. No embodiment described beloW limits 
any claimed invention and any claimed invention may cover 
processes or apparatuses that are not described beloW. The 
claimed inventions are not limited to apparatuses or processes 
having all of the features of any one apparatus or process 
described beloW or to features common to multiple or all of 
the apparatuses described beloW. It is possible that an appa 
ratus or process described beloW is not an embodiment of any 
claimed invention. Any invention disclosed in an apparatus or 
process described beloW that is not claimed in this document 
may be the subject matter of another protective instrument, 
for example, a continuing patent application, and the appli 
cants, inventors or oWners do not intend to abandon, disclaim 
or dedicate to the public any such invention by its disclosure 
in this document. 
[0027] Referring to FIGS. 1-5, an example of a container 10 
in accordance With the applicant’s teaching is shoWn. The 
container 10 comprises a ?rst body portion 12 and a second 
body portion 14. In the example shoWn, the ?rst body portion 
12 is a receptacle 12, and the second body portion 14 is a lid 
14. In alternate examples, the ?rst body portion may be a lid, 
and the second body portion may be a receptacle. 
[0028] The receptacle 12 and the lid 14 are generally pro 
vided in a ?rst con?guration, shoWn in FIG. 1, in Which the 
container 10 may be initially ?lled, for example, at manufac 
turing plant or a food-preparation site. After the container 10 
has been ?lled, the lid 14 may be closed and locked in the 
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closed position, shoWn in FIG. 3, such that When incidental 
forces are applied to the container 10, the lid 14 remains in the 
closed position. When the lid 14 is opened for the ?rst time, 
for example When a user applies force to pivot the lid 14 to the 
open position, the container 10 provides visual evidence that 
the lid 14 has been opened, shoWn in FIG. 4. Accordingly, a 
user may inspect the container 10 at the point of sale, in order 
to determine if the contents of the container 10 have been 
tampered With. Further details regarding the locking of the lid 
14, and the initial opening of the lid 14, Will be described 
further hereinbeloW. 
[0029] Referring to FIG. 1, in the example shoWn, recep 
tacle 12 comprises a bottom panel 16, and at least one Wall 18 
extending upWardly from a periphery the bottom panel 16. In 
the example shoWn, bottom panel 16 is generally planar and 
rectangular, and has rounded comers, and the at least one Wall 
18 comprises four generally rectangular Walls 18a-18d, 
extending generally perpendicular to the bottom panel 16. In 
alternate examples, the bottom panel 16 and the at least one 
Wall 18 may be otherWise con?gured. For example, the bot 
tom panel may be generally circular, and may comprise a 
single rounded sideWall extending upWardly from the bottom 
panel. Alternately, the at least one Wall may extend at an acute 
or obtuse angle from the bottom panel. Furthermore, the 
bottom panel may not be planar, and may be, for example, 
rounded. 
[0030] Lid 14 is pivotally mounted or joined to the recep 
tacle, and is moveable from a closed position, shoWn in FIG. 
3, to an open position, shoWn in FIG. 4. In the example shoWn, 
lid 14 comprises a covering portion 20, Which, When the lid 14 
is in the closed position, generally covers the receptacle 12 
and extends at least betWeen the Walls 18 of the receptacle, 
such that the contents and/ or interior of the container 10 are 
generally not accessible to a user. In the open position, the 
covering portion 20 generally does not cover the receptacle 
12, such that the contents and/ or interior of the container 10 
are generally accessible to a user. 

[0031] In the example shoWn, the covering portion 20 com 
prises a generally rectangular top panel 22, and four generally 
rectangular sideWalls 24a-24d extending doWnWardly from 
the top panel 22. In alternate examples, the covering portion 
20 may comprise only a top panel 22, and sideWalls 24 may 
not be provided. Further, in examples Wherein the receptacle 
12 is otherWise shaped, the lid 14 may be shaped to match the 
shape of the receptacle 12. For example, if the receptacle 12 
comprises a circular bottom panel 16 and single rounded 
sideWall 18, the lid 14 may comprise a circular top panel 22, 
and a single circular sideWall 24. 

[0032] As mentioned hereinabove, the lid 14 is pivotally 
mounted or joined to the receptacle 12. In the example shoWn, 
the receptacle 12 comprises a ?ange 26 extending outWardly 
from the upper ends of Wall 180, and the lid 14 comprises a 
?ange 28 extending outWardly from the loWer ends of side 
Wall 240. The lid is pivotally mounted to the receptacle at 
mounting portion (not shoWn), Which comprises a line along 
each of the ?anges 26, 28, Wherein the ?anges 26, 28 are 
joined. 
[0033] In the example shoWn, ?ange 26 further extends 
along Walls 18b and 18d, and ?ange 28 further extends along 
Walls 24b and 24d. HoWever, in alternate examples, each of 
the ?anges may only be provided along walls 180 and 240. 
Further, in yet other examples, ?anges may not be provided, 
and the lid 14 may be pivotally mounted to the receptacle 12 
by mounting the covering portion directly to the Walls. 
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[0034] In alternate examples, lid 14 may be pivotally 
mounted to receptacle 12 in another manner. For example, the 
mounting portion may comprise more than one line along 
Which the ?anges are joined. Alternately, a hinge pin may be 
provided betWeen lid 14 and receptacle 12. 
[0035] As mentioned hereinabove, after the container 10 is 
initially ?lled, for example With foodstuffs a food preparation 
site, the lid 14 may be locked in the closed position. In order 
to lock the lid 14 in the closed position, receptacle 12 com 
prises at least one engagement element 34. Further, lid 14 
comprises at least one engagement element 36, Which is 
locked With the engagement element 34 of the receptacle 12 
When the lid 14 is in the closed position. 
[0036] In the example shoWn, receptacle 12 comprises tWo 
engagement elements 34a, 34b. Further, lid 14 comprises tWo 
engagement elements 36a, 36b, Which are lockable With 
engagement elements 34a, 34b, respectively, When the lid 14 
is in the closed position. 
[0037] In the example shoWn, each of the engagement ele 
ments 34 and 36 are positioned such that they are perimetri 
cally opposed to the mounting portion (not shoWn). That is, 
the mounting portion is on one side of the container 10, 
adjacent Wall 180 and sideWall 24c, and each of engagement 
elements 34 and 36 are on an opposite side 10 of the container, 
adjacent Wall 1811 and sideWall 2411. Accordingly, When the 
engagement elements 34 of the receptacle 12 and the engage 
ment elements 36 of the lid 14 are engaged or locked together, 
the lid 14 is generally prevented from pivoting to the open 
position, and is secured in the closed position. 
[0038] In alternate examples, one or more of the engage 
ment elements 34 and 36 may not be perimetrically opposed 
to the mounting portion. For example, a third engagement 
element 34 may be provided on the receptacle, and a third 
engagement element 36 may be provided on the lid, and each 
may be positioned adjacent Wall 18b and sideWall 24b. 
[0039] The engagement elements 34 of the receptacle 12 
may engage the engagement elements 36 of the lid 12 in a 
variety of Ways. 
[0040] In the examples shoWn, engagement element 34a is 
de?ned in a ?rst lid-coupling surface 30a of the receptacle, 
Which extends outWardly from an upper portion 23 of the at 
least one Wall 18, and engagement element 34b is de?ned in 
a second lid-coupling surface 30b of the receptacle, Which 
extends outWardly from an upper portion 23 of the at least one 
Wall 18. Further, engagement element 36a is de?ned in a ?rst 
receptacle-coupling surface 32a of the lid 14, Which extends 
outWardly from the covering portion 20 of the lid 14, and 
engagement element 36b is de?ned in a second receptacle 
coupling surface 32b of the lid 14, Which extends outWardly 
from the covering portion 20 of the lid 14. The ?rst recep 
tacle-coupling surface 32a is positionable adjacent the ?rst 
lid-coupling surface 30a of the receptacle 12 When the lid 14 
is in the closed position, and the second receptacle-coupling 
surface 32b is positionable adjacent the second lid-coupling 
surface 3 0b When the lid 14 is in the closed position, such that 
the engagement elements 36 of the lid 14 may be locked With 
the engagement elements 34 of the receptacle 12. 
[0041] In the example shoWn, the receptacle-coupling sur 
faces 32 and lid coupling surfaces 30 are generally con?gured 
as tabs. HoWever, in alternate embodiments, they may be 
otherWise con?gured. 
[0042] In the example shoWn, the lid coupling surfaces 30 
extend generally transversely to the Walls 18, and extend 
aWay from a central portion of the container 10. For example, 
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as shoWn in FIG. 1, the ?rst 30a and second 30b lid coupling 
surfaces are perpendicular to the Walls 18. Similarly, the 
receptacle coupling surfaces 32 extend generally transversely 
to the sideWalls 24, and extend aWay from a central portion of 
the container 10 
[0043] In the examples shoWn, the lid coupling surfaces 30 
are continuous With ?ange 26, and the receptacle coupling 
surfaces 32 are continuous With ?ange 28. In alternate 
examples, the surfaces 30, 32 may not be continuous With the 
?anges 26, 28. 
[0044] In the examples shoWn, engagement elements 34 of 
receptacle 12 each comprise an projection 38 or button 
extending upWardly from the lid coupling surfaces 3 0, and the 
engagement elements 36 of the lid 12 each comprise an recess 
40 extending upWardly from the receptacle coupling surfaces 
32. The projections 38 and the recesses 40 are generally siZed 
such that the projections 38 are insertable into the recesses 40, 
and are frictionally held therein When force is applied to the 
lid 14. That is, the engagement elements 36 of the lid 14 are 
frictionally locked With the engagement elements 34 of the 
receptacle When the container is in the closed position. 
[0045] In the embodiment shoWn, the projection 38 com 
prises an outWardly extending lip, rib, or ?ange 42, Which 
extends about the periphery of the projection 38, and the 
recess 40 comprises an outWardly extending groove 44, in 
Which the lip 42 sits When the projection 38 is inserted into the 
recess 40. The lip 42 and the groove 44 serve to further secure 
the projection in the recess. 
[0046] In alternate examples, the engagement elements 34 
of the receptacle 12 and the engagement elements 36 of the lid 
14 may be otherWise con?gured. For example, the engage 
ment elements 34 of the receptacle 12 may comprise the hook 
side of a hook-and-loop fastener, and the engagement ele 
ments 36 of the lid 14 may comprise the loop side of a 
hook-and-loop fastener. 
[0047] As mentioned hereinabove, the projections 38 are 
insertable into the recesses 40, and are frictionally held or 
locked therein When force is applied to the lid 14. In general, 
the engagement element(s) 34 of the receptacle and engage 
ment element(s) 36 of the lid 14 are con?gured such that When 
a force of a given amount (referred to hereinafter as a locking 
force) or less is applied to the lid 14 to lift the lid 14 off of the 
receptacle 12, the engagement element(s) 34 of the receptacle 
and the engagement element(s) 36 of the lid remain locked. 
That is, frictional locking of the anchoring and frangible 
engagement elements de?nes a locking force. More details 
regarding the locking force Will be discussed further herein 
beloW. 
[0048] As noted hereinabove, When the lid 14 is opened for 
the ?rst time, for example by a user, the container 10 provides 
visual evidence that the lid 14 has been opened. In order to 
provide the visual evidence, one of the receptacle 12 and the 
lid 14 comprises frangible engagement elements. That is, 
either the engagement element(s) 34 of the receptacle 12 or 
the engagement element(s) 36 of the lid 14 and is/are con?g 
ured to sever from either the receptacle or the lid, respectively, 
When the lid is moved from the closed position to the open 
position. Further, the other of the receptacle 12 and the lid 14 
comprises anchoring engagement elements. That is, either the 
engagement element(s) 34 of the receptacle 12 or the engage 
ment element(s) 36 of the lid are is/ are generally not severable 
from either the receptacle or the lid, respectively, When the 
container is moved from the closed position to the open 
position. Accordingly, the frangible engagement elements are 
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integrally joined to the receptacle 12 or the lid 14, respec 
tively When the lid is in the closed position, and the anchoring 
engagement elements are integrally joined to the receptacle 
12 or the lid 14, respectively, When the lid is in the closed 
position and When the lid is moved from the closedposition to 
the open position. 
[0049] In the example shoWn, the engagement elements 34 
of the receptacle 12 are anchoring engagement elements, and 
the engagement elements 36 of the lid 14 are frangible 
engagement elements. Further, in the example shoWn, in 
Which the receptacle 12 comprises ?rst 34a and second 34b 
engagement elements de?ned in ?rst 30a and second 30b lid 
coupling surfaces, and the lid 14 comprises ?rst 36a and 
second 36b engagement elements de?ned in ?rst 32a and 
second 32b receptacle coupling surfaces, the frangible 
engagement elements are de?ned by a ?rst frangible portion 
46a de?ned in the ?rst receptacle coupling surface 32a and 
generally surrounding the ?rst engagement element 36a of 
the lid 14, and a second frangible portion 46b de?ned in the 
second receptacle coupling surface 32b and generally sur 
rounding the second engagement element 36b of the lid 14. 
[0050] When a force of a given amount (referred to herein 
after as severing force) or greater is applied to the lid 14 to 
move the lid 14 to the open position, the receptacle coupling 
surfaces 32 Will break at the frangible portions 46, such that 
the frangible engagement elements 36 sever from the remain 
der of the lid 14. That is, the severing force is the minimum 
force applied across the frangible portion(s) at Which the 
frangible engagement element(s) severs from the second 
body portion. Further, as mentioned hereinabove, When a 
force of less than or equal to a locking force is applied to the 
lid 14 to lift the lid 14 off of the receptacle 12, the engagement 
element(s) 36 and engagement element(s) 34 remain 
engaged. In the example illustrated, the container 10 is con 
?gured such that the locking force is greater than the severing 
force. Accordingly, When force is applied to lift the lid 14 off 
of the receptacle 12, the frangible portions 46 Will break 
before the engagement elements 36 of the lid 14 and the 
engagement elements 34 of the receptacle 12 become disen 
gaged. Accordingly, When the lid 14 is moved to the open 
position, the engagement elements 36 of the lid 14 and the 
engagement elements 34 of the receptacle 12 remain in 
locked engagement, and the engagement elements 36 of the 
lid 14 sever from the remainder of the receptacle coupling 
surfaces 32, and leave apertures 48a, 48b, in the receptacle 
coupling surfaces 32, as shoWn in FIG. 3. The apertures 48 
can facilitate in providing a visual indicator to the user that the 
container 10 has been previously opened. 
[0051] Furthermore, as the engagement elements 34 of the 
receptacle 12 are anchoring engagement elements and are 
generally infrangible, they retain the frangible engagement 
elements 36 When the lid 14 is opened. Accordingly a Waste 
product separate from the container is not generated When the 
lid 14 is opened. 
[0052] The frangible portions 46 generally facilitate sever 
ing of the frangible engagement element(s) 36, and may gen 
erally comprise a line of Weakness generally surrounding 
each frangible engagement element 36. In the example 
shoWn, the frangible portions 46 each comprise a generally 
circular perforated line surrounding each engagement ele 
ment 36. The perforated line may be of various con?gura 
tions, as shoWn in FIGS. 2A-2C. In alternate examples, the 
frangible portion(s) 46 may comprise a line or region of 
reduced material, or a line or region of a Weakened material. 
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[0053] As mentioned hereinabove the frangible engage 
ment element(s) 36 are generally surrounded by a frangible 
portion 46. That is, in the example shoWn, Wherein the fran 
gible engagement elements 36 are de?ned generally centrally 
in the receptacle coupling surfaces 32, the frangible engage 
ment elements 36 are fully surrounded by frangible portions 
46. HoWever, in alternate embodiments, Wherein the fran 
gible engagement elements 36 are de?ned at the edges of the 
receptacle coupling surfaces 32, the frangible engagement 
elements 36 may only be partially surrounded by frangible 
portions 46. 
[0054] In the example shoWn, each aperture 48 formed 
When the lid 14 is moved to the open position is generally 
circular, and is siZed to be slightly larger in diameter than the 
engagement element 36 of the lid 14. Accordingly, When the 
frangible portion breaks, the engagement element 36 of the 
lid 14, as Well as a ?ange 50, is retained on the engagement 
element 34 of the receptacle 12. In alternate examples, the 
aperture(s) 48 may be otherWise shaped. For example, the 
aperture(s) 48 may be shaped to de?ne a product or company 
logo. 
[0055] In the example shoWn, the engagement elements 36 
of the lid 14 are frangible engagement elements, and the 
engagement elements 34 of the receptacle 12 are anchoring 
engagement elements. In alternate embodiments, the engage 
ment elements 36 of the receptacle 12 may be frangible 
engagement elements, and the engagement elements 34 of the 
lid 14 may be anchoring engagement elements. 
[0056] In some examples, at least one prop member 52 is 
disposed betWeen the lid 14 and the receptacle 12 When the 
container 10 is in or near the closed position. The prop mem 
ber 52 can facilitate exerting a biasing force that biases the 
container toWards a partially open position. In the example 
shoWn, the prop member 52 comprises a ?rst 52a, and a 
second 52b upstanding Wall, each of Which extend from at 
least a portion the lid coupling surfaces 30. The upstanding 
Walls 52a, 52b, are con?gured to prevent the receptacle cou 
pling surfaces 32 from fully seating on the lid coupling sur 
faces 30 after the container has been opened and the frangible 
engagement elements have been severed. If the lid Were 
alloWed to fully seat on the base (pivot back to fully closed 
position), the frangible engagement elements, though severed 
from the lid, could invade the apertures, Which could reduce 
the visual effectiveness of the “tamper” indication. 
[0057] In the example shoWn, the receptacle coupling sur 
faces 32 each have a larger surface area than the lid coupling 
surfaces 30, and the up standing Walls 52 extend from an outer 
edge orperiphery of the lid coupling surfaces 30. When the lid 
14 is ?rst pivoted toWards the closed position, a portion of 
each receptacle coupling surface 32 engages (bears against) 
an upper edge of the Walls 52. The lid 14 can be moved further 
closed, into the fully closed position by pressing the frangible 
engagements 36 of the lid 14 into engagement With the 
anchoring engagement elements 34, ?exing or bending the 
coupling surface 32 (at a lateral area thereof betWeen the 
upstanding Wall and the engagement element) in the process. 
The prop member 52 exerts an upWard biasing force on the lid 
14, but this biasing force is overpoWered by the locking force 
of the interengaged elements 34, 36. The biasing force is also 
less than the severing force, so that the frangible engagement 
element is neither severed from the lid nor disengaged from 
the anchoring engagement element 34 by the biasing force. 
Thus, the container is con?gured such that both the locking 
force and the severing force (discussed hereinabove) are 
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greater than the biasing force exerted by the prop member. 
Accordingly, When the lid is in the closed position, and the 
engagement elements 34 are engaged With the engagement 
elements 36, the upstanding Walls 52 apply a biasing force 
toWards the partially open position, and receptacle coupling 
surfaces are bent betWeen the engagement elements 36 and 
the upstanding Walls 52, as shoWn in FIG. 1. 
[0058] After the lid 14 has been opened and the frangible 
engagement elements 36 have been severed, the receptacle 
coupling surfaces 32 Will not remain bent upon pivoting the 
lid 14 back to the fully closed position. Instead, the surfaces 
32 Will tend toWards the loWest energy state, i.e. a ?at, 
un?exed stated. The force of gravity Will generally urge the 
lid doWnWards against the upstanding Walls, but the recep 
tacle coupling surfaces 32 Will remain substantially ?at, and 
Will rest on the upstanding Walls 52. Therefore, the receptacle 
coupling surfaces 34 Will not fully seat on the lid coupling 
surfaces 30, the lid 14 Will be at an angle With respect to the 
receptacle 12, and the container Will be in a partially open 
position. This can enhance visual indication to a user that the 
lid 14 has been previously opened. 
[0059] In the example shoWn, the upstanding Walls are 
continuous With an upstanding Wall 54 provided on ?ange 26. 
HoWever, in alternate embodiments, one or more of the 
upstanding Walls may not be continuous With upstanding Wall 
54. 

[0060] Furthermore, in the example shoWn, a loWer inter 
mediate surface 56 is provided betWeen the ?rst 30a and 
second 30b lid coupling surfaces, along Wall 1811. Accord 
ingly, the ?rst and second lid coupling surfaces are generally 
continuous With each other. Further, an upstanding Wall 58 is 
provided on the loWer intermediate surface, and is continuous 
With the upstanding Walls 52. 
[0061] Similarly, in the example shoWn, an upper interme 
diate surface 58 is provided betWeen the ?rst 32a and second 
32b receptacle coupling surfaces. Accordingly, the ?rst 32a 
and second receptacle 32b coupling surfaces are generally 
continuous With each other. 
[0062] HoWever, in alternate examples, upper and/or loWer 
intermediate surfaces may not be provided, and the ?rst 30a 
and second 30b lid coupling surfaces and the ?rst 32a and 
second 32b receptacle coupling surfaces may not be continu 
ous With each other. 

[0063] In the example shoWn, the container 10 is free of any 
releasably refastenable engagement elements. Accordingly, 
the container 10 is inhibited from being reclosed after the 
frangible engagement element(s) 36 has/have been severed 
from the lid 14. That is, after the container has been initially 
opened, it may not be resealed. This further renders the con 
tainer tamper-evident, tamper-proof, and/ or tamper-resistant. 
[0064] In the example shoWn, receptacle 12 and lid 14 each 
comprise various grooves, ribs, notches, and other surface 
features. HoWever, it Will be appreciated that receptacle 12 
and/ or lid 14 may be provided Without any such features, or 
With a different arrangement of features. 
[0065] It Will be appreciated that certain features, Which 
are, for clarity, described in the context of separate examples 
or separate aspects, may also be provided in combination in a 
single example. Conversely, various features, Which are, for 
brevity, described in the context of a single example or aspect, 
may also be provided separately or in any suitable sub-com 
bination. 
[0066] Although the invention has been described in con 
junction With speci?c examples thereof, it is evident that 
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many alternatives, modi?cations and variations Will be appar 
ent to those skilled in the art. Accordingly, it is intended to 
embrace all such alternatives, modi?cations and variations 
that fall Within the spirit and broad scope of the appended 
claims. In addition, citation or identi?cation of any reference 
in this application shall not be construed as an admission that 
such reference is available as prior art to the present invention. 

1. A container for packaging food stuffs, comprising: 
a) a ?rst body portion and a second body portion pivotally 

joined to the ?rst body portion, the second body portion 
pivotal from a closed position to an open position for 
accessing an interior of the container; 

b) an anchoring engagement element integrally joined With 
the ?rst body portion When the second body portion is in 
the closed and open positions; and 

c) a frangible engagement element integrally joined With 
the second body part and locked With the anchoring 
engagement element When the second body portion is in 
the closed position, the frangible engagement element 
con?gured to sever from the second body portion and 
remain in locked engagement With the anchoring 
engagement element When the second body portion is 
moved from the closed position to the open position. 

2. The container of claim 1, further comprising a line of 
Weakness in the second body portion and generally surround 
ing the frangible engagement element to facilitate said sever 
ing of the frangible engagement element from the second 
body portion. 

3. The container of claim 2, Wherein the line of Weakness 
comprises a perforated line surrounding the frangible engage 
ment element. 

4. The container of claim 2, Wherein locking of the anchor 
ing engagement element to the frangible engagement ele 
ments de?nes a locking force holding the respective elements 
together, and a minimum force applied across the line of 
Weakness at Which the frangible engagement element severs 
from the second body portion de?nes a severing force, the 
locking force being greater than the severing force. 

5. The container of claim 4, the container being free of any 
releasably refastenable engagement elements, Wherein the 
container is inhibited from being reclosed after said frangible 
engagement element has been severed from the second body 
part. 

6. The container of claim 5, further comprising a prop 
member disposed betWeen the ?rst and second body portions 
When the second body portion is in or near the closed position, 
the prop member exerting a biasing force that biases the 
second body portion toWards a partially open position. 

7. The container of claim 6, Wherein the locking force 
holding together the anchoring and frangible engagement 
elements is greater than the biasing force exerted by the prop 
member When the second body portion is in the closed posi 
tion. 

8. The container of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst body portion 
comprises a receptacle, and the second body portion com 
prises a lid. 

9. The container of claim 8, Wherein the receptacle com 
prises a bottom panel, and at least one Wall extending 
upWardly from a periphery of the bottom panel, and the lid 
comprises a covering portion. 

10. The container of claim 9, Wherein 
a) the anchoring engagement is de?ned in a ?rst lid cou 

pling surface extending laterally outWardly from an 
upper portion of the at least one Wall; and 
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b) the frangible engagement element is de?ned in a ?rst 
receptacle coupling surface extending laterally out 
Wardly from the covering portion. 

11. The container of claim 10, further comprising a prop 
member disposed betWeen the ?rst and second body parts 
When the container is in or near the closed position, the prop 
member exerting a biasing force that biases the lid toWards a 
partially open position. 

12. The container of claim 11, Wherein the prop member 
comprises an upWardly extending Wall extending from at 
least a portion of the ?rst lid coupling surface. 

13. The container of claim 12, Wherein the ?rst receptacle 
coupling surface has a greater surface area than the ?rst lid 
coupling surface, the upWardly extending Wall extends from a 
periphery of the ?rst lid coupling surface, and the ?rst recep 
tacle coupling surface sits on the upWardly extending Wall 
When the container is in the closed position. 

14. The container of claim 11, Wherein When the container 
is in the closed position, the ?rst receptacle coupling surface 
bends betWeen the engagement element and the prop mem 
ber. 

15. The container of claim 1, Wherein the container further 
comprises a second anchoring engagement element, and a 
second frangible engagement element. 
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16. The container of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst body portion 
is mounted to the second body portion at a mounting portion, 
and the anchoring engagement element and the frangible 
engagement element are perimetrically opposed to the 
mounting portion. 

17. The container of claim 1, Wherein When force is applied 
to move the ?rst body portion to the open position, and the 
frangible engagement element is severed, an aperture is 
formed in the second body portion. 

18. The container of claim 1, Wherein When force is applied 
to move the second body portion to the open position, and the 
frangible engagement element is severed, a Waste product is 
not generated. 

19. The container of claim 1, Wherein the frangible engage 
ment element comprises an upWardly extending recess, and 
the anchoring engagement element comprises an upWardly 
extending projection receivable in the recess. 

20. The container of claim 19, Wherein the recess com 
prises a laterally outWardly extending groove, and the projec 
tion comprises a laterally outWardly extending lip receivable 
in the groove. 


