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MICROWAVE SHIELDING APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND 

[0001] 1. Technical Field 
[0002] The present disclosure relates to systems and meth 
ods for performing a medical procedure, Wherein the medical 
procedure includes the generation and safe transfer of energy 
from an energy source to a microwave energy delivery device. 
More particularly, an isolation apparatus is disclosed for use 
in a microWave energy delivery system to reduce undesirable 
radiated emissions during the delivery of microWave energy. 
[0003] 2. Background of Related Art 
[0004] MicroWave delivery systems and ablation proce 
dures using microWave energy are designed to safely deliver 
microWave energy to a target tissue. The equipment, the act of 
energy delivery or the procedures used to deliver energy may 
be regulated by various governmental or industrial regula 
tions or standards, such as, for example, FCC regulations and 
standards for microWave equipment or electromagnetic com 
patibility (EMC) regulations and standards to ensure that the 
microWave equipment does not interfere With other electronic 
equipment. Industrial standards may be related to patient 
safety, such as, for example, providing su?icient electrical 
isolation betWeen a generator and a patient. As such, the 
microWave energy generation and transmission devices are 
speci?cally designed to minimiZe and reduce undesirable 
energy delivery. 
[0005] One common design practice used to ensure patient 
safety in electrosurgical generators is to create an isolation 
barrier betWeen the generator and the patient. This is accom 
plished by isolating the generator output from an earth 
ground. Isolation barriers may be created by various gener 
ally accepted circuits, such as, for example, a transformer or 
capacitors that Would have a loW impedance at about 60 HZ. 
While the practice of including an isolation barrier is gener 
ally effective With systems delivering energy in RF frequen 
cies, delivering energy With a signal in a microWave fre 
quency provides neW opportunities for microWave generator 
and system designers. 
[0006] One such opportunity for microWave generators and 
their system designers is that microWave generators need to 
pass FCC regulations for EMC While operating. The funda 
mental frequency (i.e., the frequency band of the desirable 
microWave signal) is usually in an Instrumental Scienti?c 
Medical (ISM) band and is not an issue. Instead, EMC issues 
typically evolve around unintended energy discharges at fre 
quencies outside of the IMS band, such as, for example, 
harmonics frequencies of the fundamental frequency above 
the ISM band. 

[0007] Harmonics of the fundamental frequency may be a 
product of the microWave generator’s signal generator or may 
be induced at various locations in the microWave generator 
circuits and/ or the microWave energy delivery circuit. For 
example, harmonics are sometimes a product of the isolation 
barrier that is intended to isolate the generator from the 
patient and to provide patient safety. For example, the isola 
tion barrier in a microWave delivery system may include the 
?oating of the coaxial shield (i.e., the practice of not attaching 
the coaxial shield to the ground of the generator). MicroWave 
energy may run along the shield of the coaxial cable and cause 
the coax cable to radiate as an antenna. This antenna affect 
can cause the generator’s harmonics to be ampli?ed and fail 
one or more EMC standards. 
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[0008] The present disclosure relates to an isolation appa 
ratus for use in the microWave energy delivery system to 
reduce undesirable EMC during the delivery of microWave 
energy. 

SUMMARY 

[0009] The present disclosure relates generally to an isola 
tion apparatus for reducing undesirable radiated emissions 
during a medical procedure. More particularly, the isolation 
apparatus includes an isolation circuit board and a shield 
coupling, the isolation circuit board and shield coupling con 
?gured to capacitively couple a microWave generator and a 
coaxial transmission cable. The isolation circuit board is fur 
ther con?gured to pass energy at a fundamental frequency 
betWeen the microWave generator and the coaxial transmis 
sion cable 
[0010] The shield coupling includes a ground reference 
shield con?gured to connect to a ground reference of the 
microWave generator and con?gured to house the isolation 
circuit board and a patient reference shield con?gured to 
connect to the outer sheath of the coaxial transmission cable. 
The ground reference shield and the patient reference shield 
are capacitively coupled and form a shield coupling capacitor 
therebetWeen. The isolation circuit provides electrical isola 
tion betWeen the microWave generator and the coaxial trans 
mission cable and the shield coupling capacitor provides a 
ground reference for the coaxial transmission cable. 
[0011] In another embodiment the apparatus may further 
include an isolation barrier betWeen the ground reference 
shield and the patient reference shield. 
[0012] In a further embodiment the capacitive coupling 
betWeen the ground reference shield and the patient reference 
shield may be selectively adjustable. The capacitive coupling 
may be selectively adjusted by varying the overlapping sur 
face area betWeen the ground reference shield and the patient 
reference shield, the gap betWeen the overlapping portions of 
the ground reference shield and the patient reference shield, 
or a dielectric property of the isolation barrier. The capacitive 
coupling betWeen the ground reference shield and the patient 
reference shield may be dynamically varied. 
[0013] In a further embodiment, the ground reference 
shield and the patient reference shield are slideably coupled 
and the capacitive coupling therebetWeen is adjusted by repo 
sitioning the ground reference shield and the patient reference 
shield relative to each other. 
[0014] In another embodiment, the isolation barrier 
includes a dielectric paper, a ceramic, a Woven fabric or an 
organic-ceramic laminate. The thickness of the isolation bar 
rier may form a minimum spacing betWeen the patient refer 
ence shield and the ground reference shield. The thickness 
may be selected to control the separation betWeen the patient 
reference shield and the ground reference shield. 
[0015] In yet another embodiment, the insulation barrier 
may be air With the separation distance betWeen the patient 
reference shield and the ground reference shield is main 
tained by a plurality of insulating offsets. 
[0016] In yet another embodiment, the ground reference 
shield includes an upper shield portion and a loWer shield 
portion. The upper and loWer shield portions may mate 
together and capacitively couple to the patient reference 
shield. The upper shield portion and the loWer shield portion 
may be mated together by a hinge connection, a pin connec 
tion, a rivet, a screW, a bold, a Weld or a press ?t connection. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0017] FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of a microWave 
energy delivery including an isolation apparatus according to 
an embodiment of the present disclosure; 
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[0018] FIG. 2A is an electrical schematic of a conventional 
microwave energy delivery circuit; 
[0019] FIG. 2B is a plot of electrical waveforms, from a 
conventional microwave energy delivery circuit, at various 
points of the simpli?ed electrical schematic of FIG. 2A; 
[0020] FIG. 3A is a simpli?ed electrical schematic of a 
microwave energy delivery circuit including an isolation 
apparatus of the present disclosure; 
[0021] FIG. 3B is a plot of electrical waveforms at various 
points of the simpli?ed electrical schematic of FIG. 3A; 
[0022] FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an isolation apparatus 
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure; 
[0023] FIG. 5 is an exploded view of the isolation apparatus 
of FIG. 4; and 
[0024] FIG. 6 is an electrical schematic of the isolation 
apparatus of FIG. 4 in a microwave energy delivery circuit. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0025] Detailed embodiments of the present disclosure are 
described herein; however, it is to be understood that the 
disclosed embodiments are merely exemplary of the disclo 
sure, which may be embodied in various forms. Therefore, 
speci?c structural and functional details disclosed herein are 
not to be interpreted as limiting, but merely as a basis for the 
claims and as a representative basis for teaching one skilled in 
the art to variously employ the present disclosure in virtually 
any appropriately detailed structure. 
[0026] Referring to FIG. 1, a microwave energy delivery 
system including a microwave generator 100, a microwave 
energy delivery device 110, a coaxial transmission cable 120 
and an isolation apparatus 200 employing embodiments of 
the present disclosure, is referenced generally as microwave 
delivery system as 10. The isolation apparatus 200 is con 
nected between the microwave generator 100 and the micro 
wave energy delivery device 110. In one embodiment of the 
present disclosure the isolation apparatus 200 connects to the 
coaxial connector 100a of the microwave generator 100 and 
the coaxial transmission cable 120. Isolation apparatus 200 
may also be placed at various other positions in the micro 
wave energy transmission circuit. 

[0027] Microwave energy delivery device 110 includes 
coaxial transmission cable 120 (i.e., a coaxial transmission 
cable portion 120 is permanently a?ixed to the microwave 
energy delivery device 110), as illustrated in FIG. 1. Alterna 
tively, coaxial transmission cable 120 may be separate from 
the microwave energy delivery device 110 and the isolation 
apparatus 200. In yet another embodiment, isolation appara 
tus 200 may include a coaxial transmission cable portion (not 
shown). 
[0028] In yet another embodiment, the microwave energy 
transmission path 125 includes the transmission path of the 
isolation apparatus 200, the coaxial transmission cable 120 
and the handle 116 (the transmission portion of the micro 
wave energy delivery apparatus 110 proximal the antenna 
118). The length of the microwave energy transmission path 
125 is related to at least one parameter of the fundamental 
frequency of the energy generated by the microwave genera 
tor 100. 

[0029] As illustrated in FIG. 1, microwave energy delivery 
device includes a percutaneous device having a sharpened tip 
con?gured to penetrate tissue. Isolation apparatus 200 may 
also be used with a catheter insertable microwave energy 
delivery device, a skin surface treatment microwave energy 
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delivery device and a deployable microwave energy delivery 
device or other suitable device con?gured to delivery micro 
wave energy to tissue 180. 

[0030] FIG. 2A is an electrical schematic of a conventional 
microwave energy delivery circuit 20 without an isolation 
apparatus of the present disclosure. The circuit 20 includes a 
microwave energy source “VRF”, a generator isolation 
device 130 (i.e., a transformer), and an electrical load 120 
(i.e., a coaxial transmission cable 120 connected to a micro 
wave energy delivery device (not shown)). In FIG. 2A, and as 
described herein, transformer 130 is shown merely as an 
example of a suitable generator isolation device. Generator 
isolation device 130 may be any suitable device that transfers 
energy from a ?rst electrical circuit (microwave energy 
sourceVRF) to a second electrical circuit (electrical load 120) 
without direct electrical contact, such as, for example, by 
inductive coupling, capacitive coupling or antenna to antenna 
energy transfer (wireless). 
[0031] FIG. 2B is a plot of electrical waveforms at various 
points in the simpli?ed electrical schematic of FIG. 2A. The 
microwave generator generates the signal VRF that is applied 
to the primary side “P” of the generator isolation device 130 
with general characteristics of a peak-to-peak amplitude, a 
phase and a fundamental frequency. VRF is referenced to 
ground “G” and is transformed across the generator isolation 
device 130 to the secondary side “S” of the generator isolation 
device 130 thereby creating a signal at “V1” and “V2” of the 
second electrical circuit. V1 andV2 have the same fundamen 
tal frequency of VRF and related by the formula: 

wherein the constant “ID” Efaccounts for system losses in the 
circuit 20. The peak-to-peak amplitude of each of V1 and V2 
is about half the peak-to-peak amplitude of VRF. 
[0032] An ungrounded coaxial transmission cable 130 
attached to the secondary S of the isolation device 130 carries 
half of the voltage on the inner conductor 122 and half of the 
voltage on the outer sheath 124, as illustrated in FIGS. 2A and 
2B. This voltage signal V2 applied to the outer sheath 124 
may cause energy to radiate from the coaxial transmission 
cable 120 thereby producing unwanted and excess radiation. 
In addition, carrying this signal V2 on the outer sheath 124 
may result in the generation of standing waves and the gen 
eration of unwanted harmonics of the fundamental frequency. 
As such, the microwave generator 100, the transmission path 
125 or the microwave energy delivery device 110 of FIG. 1 
may fail radiating limits set by the FCC and may also result in 
undesirable heating of material or tissue in contact with the 
outer sheath 124. 

[0033] FIG. 3A is an electrical schematic of a microwave 
energy delivery circuit 30 with an isolation apparatus 200 
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure. The 
circuit includes a microwave energy source VRF, a generator 
isolation device 130 (i.e., a transformer), and an electrical 
load 120 (i.e., a coaxial transmission cable 120 connected to 
a microwave energy delivery device (not shown)) and an 
isolation apparatus 200. Isolation apparatus 200 includes a 
circuit exhibiting the properties of the present disclosure as 
described herewithin and is illustrated in the schematic as 
“C1”. The capacitance values and properties of the circuit C1 
in the isolation apparatus 200 is suf?ciently siZed such that 
the circuit C1 has a low impedance at the fundamental fre 
quency of the microwave generator 1 00 and a high impedance 
at low frequencies. 
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[0034] With the isolation apparatus 200 in the circuit 30, the 
secondary side S at V2 at the fundamental frequency is 
capacitive coupled to ground G. FIG. 3B is a plot of the 
electrical Waveforms at VRF andV1 . V2 is at groundpotential 
G and is therefore not illustrated in FIG. 3B. V1 is 180° out of 
phase relative to VRF and the magnitude is related by the 
formula: 

Wherein the constant “ID” Efaccounts for system losses in the 
circuit 30. As such, the peak-to-peak amplitude of each of V1 
is approximately equal to the peak-to -peak amplitude of VRF 
and the majority of the microWave signal is carried on the 
inner conductor 122 of the coaxial transmission cable 120. 
[0035] The isolation apparatus 200 provides an AC refer 
ence point to ground potential for the coaxial outer sheath 124 
thus reducing the radiated signal of the coaxial transmission 
cable. V2 is capacitively coupled to ground potential G and 
the voltage at V2 is substantially Zero. 
[0036] FIGS. 4 and 5 are perspective vieWs of an isolation 
apparatus 200 according to an embodiment of the present 
disclosure. Isolation apparatus 200 includes a ground refer 
ence shield 240, an isolation apparatus circuit board 245, a 
shield connector 250, a generator side connector 265 and a 
patient reference shield 270. 
[0037] Ground reference shield 240 may include an upper 
shield 240a and a loWer shield 2401) connected at one or more 
positions. Upper and loWer shields 240a, 2401) may be formed 
of a suitable conductive material capable of forming a capaci 
tive relationship With the patient reference shield 270. The 
capacitive relationship betWeen the ground reference shield 
240 and the patient reference shield 270 is described in more 
detail hereinbeloW. 
[0038] Upper and loWer shields 240a, 2401) may be con 
nected by one or more mechanical connectors 2400, such as, 
for example, pins, rivets, fasteners, screWs or bolts, or by a 
suitable connection, such as, for example, a compression 
connection a hinge connection, a Welded or press ?t connec 
tion. Alternatively, upper and loWer shields 240a, 2401) may 
have a combination of connection means, such as, for 
example, a hinge connection on a side and a locking mecha 
nism or connector on a second side. Any suitable assembly 
may be used provided the ground reference shield 240 and the 
patient reference shield 270 form a desirable capacitive rela 
tionship therebetWeen. 
[0039] Upper and loWer shields 240a, 2401) are in electrical 
communication With each other. As illustrated in FIG. 4, 
mechanical connection 2400 may provide a suitable electrical 
connection betWeen the upper and loWer shields 240a, 2401). 
In another embodiment, upper and loWer shields 240a, 2401) 
may be electrically connected via the generator side connec 
tor 265. 

[0040] Patient reference shield 270 is connected to the 
shield connector 250 by a suitable connector, such as, for 
example, a threaded shield connector attachment nut 260. 
Any other suitable connection may be used, such as, for 
example, a press-?t connection, a slot-?t connection, a lock 
ing connection or a Welded connection. 

[0041] Patient reference shield 270, shield connector 250 
and the outer sheath 224 of the coaxial transmission cable 220 
are in electrical communication With each other. Attachment 
nut 260 may provide a suitable connection betWeen the 
patient reference shield 270 and the shield connector 250. 
Outer sheath 224 of the coaxial transmission cable 220 may 
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connect to the shield connector 250 by a suitable connection, 
such as, for example, a threaded connection or a press-slip 
connection. Any other suitable connection may be used pro 
vided that it provides suitable electrical contact betWeen the 
shield connector 250, the patient reference shield 270 and the 
outer sheath 224. 
[0042] Patient reference shield 270 is con?gured to at least 
partially surround at least a portion of the ground reference 
shield 240 forming a capacitance gap there betWeen. Gap may 
be controlled by the thickness of an isolation barrier 275 
positioned betWeen the patient reference shield 270 and the 
ground reference shield 240. 
[0043] Isolation barrier 275 may be con?gured as a layer 
(or laminate) placed adjacent to or formed on one or more 
surfaces of the patient reference shield 270 and/ or the ground 
reference shield 240. For example, the isolation barrier 275 
may be a dielectric paper, such as a dielectric paper sold by 
DuPont under the trademark NOMEX®. Dielectric paper 
may be applied to or positioned adjacent the inner surface of 
the patient reference shield 270 prior to or during assembly. 
After assembly, the dielectric paper provides a minimum 
separation or spacing betWeen the inner surface of the patient 
reference shield 270 and the outer surface of the ground 
reference shield 240. 
[0044] Isolation barrier 275 may be a laminate such as, for 
example an organic-ceramic laminate sold by TACONIC 
under the product line of RF-35 High Performance Lami 
nates. RF-35 provides suitable peel strength, loW moisture 
absorption and a loW dissipation factor thereby minimizing 
phase shift With frequency. RF-35 may include Woven fabric 
and ceramics and may be coated on one or more surfaces of 
the isolation apparatus. 
[0045] In yet another embodiment the isolation barrier 275 
may be air. A separation distance betWeen the inner surface of 
the patient reference shield 270 and the outer surface of the 
ground reference shield 240 may be maintained by a plurality 
of insulating offsets (not shoWn) that provide a desirable 
separation distance. 
[0046] The various properties of the isolation apparatus 
200 depend on the conductive relationship betWeen the 
patient reference shield 270 and the ground reference shield 
240. The patient reference shield 270 and the ground refer 
ence shield 240, separated by a minimal separation distance, 
form a parallel plate capacitor Wherein the capacitance is 
proportional to the area of opposing shield 240, 270 surfaces 
and the permeability of the isolation barrier 275 and inversely 
proportional to the distance betWeen the shields 240, 270. 
[0047] The capacitance of a parallel-plate capacitor is equal 
to: 

Capacitance:(exA)/d 

Wherein “e” is the permittivity of the isolation barrier 275, 
“A” is the area of the opposing shields 240, 270 and “d” is the 
spacing betWeen the shields 240, 270. 
[0048] As such, a desired capacitance may be obtained by 
varying one or more of the area of overlapping surfaces, the 
dielectric properties of the isolation barrier 275, and the gap 
betWeen the tWo opposing shields 240, 270. 
[0049] In yet another embodiment of the present disclosure 
the capacitance of the isolation apparatus 200 may be adjust 
able. In one embodiment, a gap adjustment mechanism (not 
shoWn) may vary the position of the ground reference shield 
240 relative to the patient reference shield 270 thereby 
increasing or decreasing the gap therebetWeen. Gap adjust 
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ment mechanism (not shown) may change the gap dynami 
cally or manually. A dynamic adjustment may be necessary if 
the microwave generator varies the fundamental frequency 
during energy delivery. A manual adjustment may be used to 
calibrate the isolation apparatus 200 during assembly. 
[0050] Capacitance of the isolation apparatus 200 may be 
adjusted by varying the overlap betWeen the ground reference 
shield 240 and the patient reference shield 270. Overlap 
adjustment mechanism (not shoWn) may reposition the 
shields 240, 270 relative to each other either dynamically or 
manually. 
[0051] Capacitance of the isolation apparatus 200 may be 
adjusted by changing the dielectric properties of the isolation 
barrier 275 or by changing the type of material used for the 
isolation barrier. 
[0052] Isolation circuit board 245 is housed Within the 
ground reference shield 240 of the isolation apparatus 200. 
Isolation circuit board 245 may include a circuit con?gured to 
provide isolation betWeen a microWave generator (not shoWn) 
and a coaxial transmission cable 220, as discussed herein 
above. 
[0053] FIG. 6 is an electrical schematic of the isolation 
apparatus of FIG. 4 and the microWave energy delivery sys 
tem of FIG. 1. The adjacent surfaces of the ground reference 
shield 240, connected to the generator side connector 265, 
and the patient reference shield 270, connected to the coaxial 
sheath 224, form the shield coupling capacitor “SC1”. Isola 
tion circuit board 245 includes ?rst and second isolation 
capacitors “Cl” and “C2”, respectively, that provide electri 
cal isolation, as discussed herein above, betWeen the micro 
Wave generator 100 and the coaxial transmission cable 220. 
[0054] In use, a microWave signal is supplied to the genera 
tor side connector 265. The inner conductor 26511 of the 
microWave generator connector 265 connects to the ?rst iso 
lation capacitor C1. The outer conductor 26519 of the micro 
Wave generator connector 265 connects to the second isola 
tion capacitor C2 and to the ground reference shield 240 of the 
shield coupling capacitor SC1. At the fundamental frequency 
of the microWave energy delivery system the ?rst and second 
isolation capacitor C1, C2 appear as short circuits and pass 
the signal at the fundamental frequency to the inner conductor 
250a and the outer conductor 250b, respectively, of the shield 
connector 250 and to the inner conductor 222 and the outer 
sheath 224 of the coaxial transmission cable 220. The patient 
reference shield 270, connected to the outer sheath of the 
coaxial transmission cable, and the ground reference shield 
240 form the shield coupling capacitor SC1 thereby provid 
ing a ground reference for the coaxial transmission cable 220. 
[0055] As various changes could be made in the above 
constructions Without departing from the scope of the disclo 
sure, it is intended that all matter contained in the above 
description shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a 
limiting sense. It Will be seen that several objects of the 
disclosure are achieved and other advantageous results 
attained, as de?ned by the scope of the folloWing claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An isolation apparatus comprising: 
an isolation circuit board including an isolation circuit 

con?gured to capacitively couple a microWave generator 
and a coaxial transmission cable, the isolation circuit 
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board further con?gured to pass energy at a fundamental 
frequency betWeen the microWave generator and the 
coaxial transmission cable; 

a shield coupling including: 
a ground reference shield connected to a ground refer 

ence of the microWave generator and con?gured to 
house the isolation circuit board; 

a patient reference shield connected to an outer sheath of 
the coaxial transmission cable, 

Wherein the ground reference shield and the patient ref 
erence shield are capacitively coupled and form a 
shield coupling capacitor therebetWeen; and 

Wherein the isolation circuit provides electrical isolation 
betWeen the microWave generator and the coaxial trans 
mission cable and the shield coupling capacitor provides 
a ground reference for the coaxial transmission cable. 

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising 
an isolation barrier betWeen the ground reference shield and 
the patient reference shield. 

3. The apparatus according to claim 2, Wherein the capaci 
tive coupling betWeen the ground reference shield and the 
patient reference shield is selectively adjustable. 

4. The apparatus according to claim 3, Wherein the capaci 
tive coupling is selectively adjusted by varying one of an 
overlapping surface area betWeen the ground reference shield 
and the patient reference shield, a gap betWeen the overlap 
ping portions of the ground reference shield and the patient 
reference shield, and a dielectric property of the isolation 
barrier. 

5. The apparatus according to claim 4, Wherein the capaci 
tive coupling is dynamically varied. 

6. The apparatus according to claim 4, Wherein the ground 
reference shield and the patient reference shield are slideably 
coupled and the capacitive coupling therebetWeen is adjusted 
by repositioning the ground reference shield and the patient 
reference shield relative to each other. 

7. The apparatus according to claim 2, Wherein the isola 
tion barrier further includes at least one of a dielectric paper, 
a ceramic, a Woven fabric and an organic-ceramic laminate. 

8. The apparatus according to claim 7, Wherein the thick 
ness of the isolation barrier forms a minimum spacing 
betWeen the patient reference shield and the ground reference 
shield. 

9. The apparatus according to claim 8, Wherein the thick 
ness is selected to control separation betWeen the patient 
reference shield and the ground reference shield. 

10. The apparatus according to claim 2, Wherein the insu 
lation barrier is air and the separation distance betWeen the 
patient reference shield and the ground reference shield is 
maintained by a plurality of insulting offsets. 

11. The apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein the ground 
reference further includes: 

an upper shield portion; and 
a loWer shield portion, 
Wherein the upper shield portion and the loWer shield por 

tion mechanically interface and capacitively couple to 
the patient reference shield. 

12. The apparatus according to claim 8, Wherein the upper 
shield portion and the loWer shield portion mechanically 
interface by one of a hinge connection, pin connection, rivet, 
screW, bold, Weld or press ?t connection. 

* * * * * 


