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Embodiments of the present disclosure include personalized 
books as Well as methods and kits for providing personalized 
books. One method includes, providing an adult With a list of 
intervieW information to be obtained from a child; providing 
the adult With a list of particular draWings to be obtained from 
the child; obtaining the intervieW information from the child 
in the form of a number of personal comments provided by 
the child; obtaining a-number of draWings from the list of 
particular draWings, the number of draWings independently 
created by the child at the direction of the adult; and creating 
a personalized book by combining the obtained number of 
draWings created by the child and the obtained number of 
personal comments in a particular arrangement. 
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KIT 270 

INTERVIEW INFORMATION LIST L2 

Q NAMES OF FRIENDS 
Q NAMES OF FAMILY 

Q PERSONAL DESCRIPTORS 
Q DESCRIPTIONS OF EVENTS 
Q COMMENTS ABOUT PERSONAL DRAWINGS 
Q FAVORITE ITEMS 

Q WHO THE CHILD LOVES AND WHY 
Q SUPERPOWERS THE CHILD WOULD LIKE TO HAVE 
Q HOW THE CHILD WOULD LIKE TO HELP THE WORLD 

DRAWINGS LIST ?t 

Q SELF-PORTRAIT 

Q FAMILY PORTRAIT 

Q MEMORABLE EVENT 

Q FAVORITE ITEM 

Q CHILD AS A SUPERHERO 
Q FAVORITE PLACE THE CHILD HAS VISITED 
Q HOW THE CHILD WRITES HIS/HER NAME 

DRAWING MATERIALS a, 

Q PHYSICAL MEDIA 

Q DRAWING UTENSILS 

Q DRAWING SOFTWARE 

Q POSTAGE PAID ENVELOPE 

U MAIL OR ELECTRONIC DELIVERY 
278 

U 
Fig.2 
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307 T 

lnterview Information Form 

My name is (child‘s first name, to be listed as the author oi the book) 

My nickname is . 

lam _ (number) years old. My birth date is (month) (day) (year). 

I have (color) hair and (color) eyes. 

My favorite color is and my favorite food is 

The best things about me are 

The people in my family are 

I love because 

The other special people in my life are 

If I could give them anything, I would give them 

My favorite toy is because 

If I were a superhero, my power would be 

When i grow up, I want to be 

The most beautiful place that l have ever visited is 

There are (number) people in the world. I would like to help the world 

by 

I live in (city), (state). 

My favorite thing to do is 

My favorite sport is 

[251.3 
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#690 
PROVIDING AN ADULT WITH A LIST OF IAATEIRIIIIIEDW INFORMATION TO BE OBTAINED FROM 

6'92 
,4 

PROVIDING THE ADULT WITH A LIST OF PARTICULAR DRAWINGS TO BE OBTAINED FROM 
THE CHILD; 

6.94 
,J 

OBTAINING THE INTERVIEW INFORMATION FROM THE CHILD IN THE FORM OF A NUMBER 
OF PERSONAL COMMENTS PROVIDED BY THE CHILD; 

6.96 
,J 

OBTAINING A NUMBER OF DRAWINGS FROM THE LIST OF PARTICULAR DRAWINGS, THE 
NUMBER OF DRAWINGS INDEPENDENTLY CREATED BY THE CHILD ; AND 

698 
,J 

CREATING A PERSONALIZED BOOK BY COMBINING THE OBTAINED NUMBER OF 
DRAWINGS CREATED BY THE CHILD AND THE OBTAINED NUMBER OF PERSONAL 

COMMENTS IN A PARTICULAR ARRANGEMENT 

mg. 6 
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PERSONALIZED BOOK 

BACKGROUND 

[0001] Various examples of personalized children’s books 
exist. Some children’s books can include personalized text 
and/ or graphics. In one speci?c example, a purchaser Wishing 
to order a book can ?ll out and mail to the publisher a per 
sonalization form that is ?lled out With factual data. In accor 
dance With the supplied data, the text is personalized to fea 
ture the child as a character in a story and individual physical 
characteristics of the selected child are superimposed onto a 
pre-printed, relatively generic, background of illustrations. In 
this example, a laser printer is used to overprint the person 
alization over preprinted background pages. Books produced 
under such a system may include personalization features 
such as a name in text, and certain other basic features in the 
overprinted graphics (i.e., skin tone and hair color). 
[0002] In another speci?c example of a previous children’s 
book, a completely pre-bound blank board book is utilized 
With personalized stickers that are printed and a?ixed to the 
pages of the board book. The book is printed andbound by the 
publisher using standard publishing methods, except that 
blank areas are left in speci?c locations on the inside pages. 
The purchaser buys the partially blank hook. A personaliza 
tion form included With the book is then ?lled out and the data 
is sent to the publisher. The publisher prints personalized 
stickers and mails them to the purchaser. The purchaser 
inserts the stickers into the appropriate blank spaces in the 
book. The storyline text in these books is personalized to a 
small degree, but the illustrations are not personalized. 

[0003] In still another example, a softWare program con 
taining a generic story is loaded into a computer at the point 
of sale. Personalized data from a customer is entered into the 
program and merged into the story. The personalized story 
text is printed onto blank areas on sheets of paper that have 
preprinted illustrations covering one side and partially cov 
ering the other side. The ?nished sheets are assembled and 
bound With the cover. In this example, some personalization 
of the generic storyline text is provided, but no personaliza 
tion of the illustrations or of the cover are provided. 

[0004] Various previous personalized children’s books and/ 
or kits for making personalized children’s books include little 
creative content and input by the customer Who Wishes to 
obtain the book. For instance, previous books have focused on 
developing stories that are pre-Written (e.g., the storyline is 
pre-set) With a feW pieces of information provided by the 
customer that are inserted into the pre-set storyline. As such, 
little creative input of the customer is included in the book. 

[0005] Also, various previous personalized books include 
little or no actual creative input provided by the subject of the 
book (i.e., the child). For instance, the child may become part 
of pre-Written story as a character, but the book is not Written 
by, or focused on, the child. As such, various previous 
approaches do not serve as a Way of recording the Way that a 
particular child thinks at a particular stage in that child’s life. 
Moreover, various previous personalized books do not use 
illustrations draWn by the child, such that the books do not 
serve as a Way of recording hoW the child draWs at the par 
ticular stage in the chill’s life. Furthermore, various previous 
approaches can be relatively impersonal in that they do not 
involve interaction betWeen an adult (i.e., a parent, guardian, 
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or teacher, for instance) and a child in obtaining creative 
content to be used in the book. 

DRAWINGS 

[0006] FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a personalized book 
in accordance With one or more embodiments of the present 
disclosure. 
[0007] FIG. 2 illustrates an example of contents of a kit that 
can be used to provide a personalized book in accordance 
With embodiments of the present disclosure. 
[0008] FIG. 3 illustrates an example of an intervieW infor 
mation form in accordance With one or more embodiments of 
the present disclosure. 
[0009] FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a portion of a per 
sonalized book in accordance With one or more embodiments 
of the present disclosure. 
[0010] FIG. 5 illustrates another example of a portion of a 
personalized book in accordance With one or more embodi 
ments of the present disclosure. 
[0011] FIG. 6 illustrates a method for providing a person 
alized book according to an embodiment of the present dis 
closure. 
[0012] FIG. 7 illustrates a system for providing a personal 
ized book according to an embodiment of the present disclo 
sure. 

DETAILED 

[0013] Embodiments of the present disclosure can include 
personalized books as Well as kits and methods for providing 
personalized books. One method includes: providing an adult 
With a list of intervieW information to be obtained from a 
child; providing the adult With a list of particular draWings to 
be obtained from the child; obtaining the intervieW informa 
tion from the child in the form of a number of personal 
comments provided by the child; obtaining a number of draW 
ings from the list of particular draWings, the number of draW 
ings independently created by the child; and creating a per 
sonalized book by combining the obtained number of 
draWings created by the child and the obtained number of 
personal comments in a particular arrangement. 
[0014] In the folloWing detailed description of the present 
disclosure, reference is made to the accompanying draWings 
that form a part hereof, and in Which is shoWn by Way of 
illustration hoW one or more embodiments of the disclosure 
may be practiced. These embodiments are described in suf 
?cient detail to enable those of ordinary skill in the art to 
practice the embodiments of this disclosure, and it is to be 
understood that other embodiments may be utilized and that 
process, electrical, or mechanical changes may be made With 
out departing from the scope of the present disclosure. 
[0015] FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a personalized book 
100 in accordance With one or more embodiments of the 

present disclosure. In various embodiments, the personalized 
book 100 can be a children’s book such as a hardcover or 

board book, although embodiments are not so limited. For 
instance, in some embodiments, the personalized book can be 
in an electronic format. It should be understood that the 
particular type of medium used may be varied depending on 
the application and intended use of the published product. For 
example, the various embodiments of the present disclosure 
may include a mixed media presentation application such as, 
though not limited to, a book presenting ?xed content (e.g., 
static text and illustrations) and a combination of animated 
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text (e.g., scrolling text), graphics (e.g., multiple photos/il 
lustrations that can be sequentially presented to the reader 
and/ or video clips), and sound. 

[0016] As illustrated in the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1, 
the book 100 includes a cover 102 and a number of pages 

105-1, 105-2, 105-3, and 105-N. The designator “N” is used 
to indicate that book 100 can include a number of pages. 
Embodiments are not limited to a particular number of pages 
contained in a book (e.g., book 100). 

[0017] One or more ofthe pages 105-1, 105-2, 105-3, and 
105-N can include creative content 108. As described further 
herein, in various embodiments, the actual creative content 
108 on the pages 105-1, 105-2, 105-3, and 105-N is associ 
ated With a list of intervieW information to be obtained from 
a child. The intervieW information to be obtained from the 
child can be obtained via a number of open-ended questions 
and/ or ?ll-in-the-blank questions, Which can be ansWered by 
the child. In one or more embodiments, the child’s ansWers 
can be recorded by an adult. The actual creative content 108 
on the pages 105-1, 105-2, 105-3, and 105-N can also be 
associated With a list of particular draWings to be obtained 
from the child. The list of particular draWings can include a 
number of suggested draWings for the child to create for 
inclusion in the personaliZed book. 

[0018] As an example, in various embodiments, the cre 
ative content 108 can include the child’s actual ansWers to 
questions, the child’s independently created draWings, and/or 
information related to the child’s draWings (e.g., the child’s 
statements or comments and/ or descriptions of his/her draW 
ings), among various other creative content that can be incor 
porated into the pages 105-1, 105-2, 105-3, and 105-N ofthe 
personaliZed book 100. 
[0019] In various embodiments, a third party (e.g., a retail 
or publishing entity, among other entities) can provide an 
adult (e. g., a parent, a grandparent, a guardian, or a teacher of 
the child) With a personaliZed book kit that contains the list of 
intervieW information and/or the list of particular draWings to 
be obtained from the child. An example of a kit in accordance 
With one or more embodiments of the present disclosure is 
described further in connection With FIG. 2. The kit can be 
mailed to an adult or one or more portions of the kit can be 
provided to the adult electronically (e. g., through the Internet 
via an online Website). In various embodiments, the kit can 
include a postage paid envelope such that the child’s indepen 
dently created draWings and/ or the intervieW information 
obtained from the child (e. g., the child’s personal comments 
and/or ansWers to questions) can be mailed to the publisher 
for inclusion in the book. 

[0020] As an example, the adult can complete an intervieW 
information form such as form 301 described beloW in con 
nection With FIG. 3. The adult can complete the form based 
on information provided by the child to the adult. For 
instance, the adult can ?ll in a number of ?elds (i.e., blanks) 
of the form With comments, descriptions, and/ or ansWers 
provided by the child. As an example, the intervieW informa 
tion to be provided in the intervieW information form can 
include names of friends, names of family members, a favor 
ite toy, a favorite game, a favorite food, a favorite sport and/or 
ansWers to one of a number of open ended questions, among 
various other types of intervieW information. An intervieW 
information form (e.g., 301 shoWn in FIG. 3) can be a ques 
tionnaire type form or can include a questionnaire to be com 
pleted by the child. 
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[0021] The completed intervieW information form can then 
be provided to a third party such that the information can be 
incorporated into the personaliZed book 100. In one or more 
embodiments, the intervieW information form can be all 
online form such that the intervieW information can be pro 
vided to the publisher electronically (i.e., by entering the 
intervieW information into data ?elds via an online Website). 
[0022] In various embodiments, the intervieW information 
obtained from the child can be combined With the one or more 
particular draWings independently created by the child in a 
particular arrangement on the pages (e.g. 105-1 105-2, 105-3, 
and 105-N) to create the personaliZed book (e.g., book 100). 
Examples of intervieW information obtained from the child 
combined With child created draWings in a particular arrange 
ment are described further beloW in connection With FIGS. 4 
and 5. The particular draWings can be created by the child at 
the direction of the adult. For instance, the adult can direct the 
child Which particular draWings from the list of draWings to 
create. In various embodiments, the list of particular draWings 
is a list of suggested draWings to be created by the child. In 
some embodiments, the child and/or adult can select a num 
ber of draWings from the suggested list to create. In various 
embodiments, a child can create one or more draWings to be 
included in the personaliZed book Which are not from the 
suggested list (e.g., the child can provide a number of differ 
ent draWings in addition to, or instead of, the particular draW 
ings on the list). 
[0023] In various embodiments, the particular arrangement 
of the creative content 108 on the pages 105-1, 105-2, 105-3, 
and 105-N of the book 100 can be predetermined by the 
publisher. In one or more embodiments the particular 
arrangement of the creative content 108 on the pages 105-1., 
105-2, 105-3, and 105-N of the book 100 can be determined 
by the adult (e.g., the purchaser of the book). 
[0024] In various embodiments, the intervieW information 
and/or draWings to be obtained from the child are directed 
toWard capturing a particular stage in the child’s life. In such 
embodiments, the intervieW information obtained from the 
child serve as a Way of recording the Way the child thinks at 
the particular stage in the child’s life, and the draWings to be 
obtained from the child serve as a Way of recording hoW the 
child draWs at the particular stage in the child’s life. One or 
more embodiments of the present disclosure can be directed 
toWard capturing particular stages in a child’s development 
When the child is likely to provide particularly memorable 
statements, draWings, comments, etc. 
[0025] For instance, in one or more embodiments, the inter 
vieW information and/or child created draWings are directed 
toWard capturing a particular stage in the life of a child Who is 
not more than nine years of age. In one or more embodiments, 
the intervieW information and/or child created draWings are 
directed toWard capturing a particular stage in the life of a 
child betWeen the ages of four and eight. In one or more 
embodiments, the intervieW information and/ or child created 
draWings are directed toWard capturing a particular stage in 
the life of a child Who is more than nine years of age. There 
fore, embodiments of the present disclosure can include a 
personaliZed book that provides a captured record of one or 
more memorable stages in a child’s development. 

[0026] As such, in various embodiments, the personaliZed 
book is not a story that features the child as a character or a 

story Written by the child. For instance, embodiments of the 
present disclosure do not develop stories that are pre-Written 
(e.g., the storyline is pre-set) With a feW pieces of information 
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provided by the customer that are inserted into the pre-set 
storyline. Rather, the personalized book is a personalized 
keepsake book that features the child’s oWn drawings com 
bined With the child’s oWn statements and/or comments 
regarding his/her World so as to capture a particular stage in 
the child’s development. 
[0027] In embodiments Where the book 100 includes the 
capability of presenting sound, video, and/or a combination 
thereof, the book Would have suitable storage and display 
capabilities for storing these types of creative inputs. For 
example, a memory storage unit (e.g., ?ash card, memory 
stick, smart card, etc.) may be connected to and integrated to 
the book. A voice synthesis module and or speaker may be 
included in the instance the child’s voiced comments and 
other sounds are to be played back (i.e., presented) by the 
book 100. A display mechanism, such as a LCD or plasma 
screen may be included for the display of video and graphics 
type creative input. 
[0028] FIG. 2 illustrates an example ofcontents ofa kit 210 
that can be used to provide a personalized book (e.g., book 
100 shoWn in FIG. 1) in accordance With embodiments of the 
present disclosure. As described above and as illustrated in 
the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 2, the contents of the kit 210 
can include a list 212 of intervieW information to be requested 
from a child, a list 214 of a number of draWings to be created 
by the child, and a number of draWing materials 216. The 
contents of kit 210 can be physically or electronically sent 
from a publisher (i.e., from a party other than the customer 
and the child) to a customer desiring a personalized book. In 
the example shoWn in FIG. 2, the kit is sent to the home 218 
of a customer (i.e., a parent of the child or another adult 
desiring a personalized book). 
[0029] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, the inter 
vieW information list 219 includes various information that 
can be provided by a child and incorporated into a personal 
ized book (e.g., book 100 shoWn in FIG. 1). As described 
above, an adult can obtain the information associated With list 
212 from the child and can provide the information to a third 
party, such as a publisher. As an example, the adult can pro 
vide the intervieW information to the publisher by ?lling out 
an intervieW information form (e.g., form 301 shoWn in FIG. 
3). The form can include open-ended questions and/or ?ll in 
the blank questions, among other types of questions (e.g., 
types of questions designed to elicit responses from the 
child). The completed form can then be physically provided 
to the publisher (e.g., via mail) or can be provided to the 
publisher electronically (i.e., When the form is ?lled out by a 
parent via an online Website, for instance). Alternatively, the 
intervieW information obtained from the child can be pro 
vided to the publisher as one or more audio and/ or video ?les. 

[0030] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, the inter 
vieW information corresponding to list 212 includes “names 
of friends,” “names of family,” “personal descriptors,” 
“descriptions of events,” “comments about personal draW 
ings,” “favorite items,” “Who the child loves and Why,” 
“superpoWers the child Would like to have,” and “hoW the 
child Would like to help the World.” As an example, the “per 
sonal descriptors” can include the child’s oWn descriptions of 
his/her personal appearance and/or traits. Examples of 
“favorite items” can include favorite toys, favorite events, 
favorite games, favorite foods, etc. Embodiments are not so 
limited (i.e., the intervieW information can include various 
other subjects about Which the child can provide comments, 
statements, descriptions, explanations, etc.). 
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[0031] In one or more embodiments, various means can be 
used in order to obtain the intervieW information correspond 
ing to the list 212. For example, the adult can ask the child a 
number of intervieW questions to obtain the intervieW infor 
mation. In various embodiments, the intervieW questions call 
be open ended questions and/ or ?ll in the blank questions to 
be presented to and ansWered by the child. The intervieW 
questions can be a part of a questionnaire that can be provided 
With the kit 210. 

[0032] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, the draW 
ings list 214 includes a number of draWings to be indepen 
dently created by the child and incorporated into a personal 
ized book (e.g., book 100 shoWn in FIG. 1). The draWings 
corresponding to the list 214 can be created on a physical 
medium such as paper and can be mailed to the publisher. The 
original draWing can then be electronically scanned by the 
publisher for incorporation into the personalized book. Alter 
natively, in some embodiments, a copy of the original draW 
ing of the child can be made via a scanner, by a parent of the 
child for example, and an electronic copy of the child’s draW 
ing can be electronically sent to the publisher for incorpora 
tion into the personalized book. 

[0033] As illustrated in the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 2, 
the list 214 of draWings to be obtained from the child include 
a “self portrait,” “family portrait,” “memorable event,” 
“favorite item,” “child as a superhero,” “favorite place the 
child has visited,” and “hoW the child Writes his/her name.” 
Embodiments are not so limited. For instance, the child can be 
asked to independently create a number of draWings in addi 
tion to, or instead of, those shoWn in list 214. For instance, the 
list of draWings 214 can be a list of suggested draWings, from 
Which the child or adult can select. 

[0034] In various embodiments, the list 214 of draWings to 
be obtained from the child corresponds With the list 212 of 
intervieW information to be obtained from the child. For 
example, intervieW information associated With the list 212 of 
intervieW information to be obtained by the adult can include 
information related to one or more of the particular draWings 
independently created by the child. The related information 
can include one or more of the child’s personal comments 
and/or statements related to one or more of the draWings. In 
various embodiments, the child’s personal comments corre 
sponding to the particular draWings can be the child’s oWn 
description of the draWings. Embodiments are not so limited. 

[0035] As shoWn in the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, 
the draWing materials 216 associated With the kit 210 can 
include “physical media,” “draWing utensils,” “draWing soft 
Ware,” and a “postage paid envelope.” The physical media can 
include sheets of draWing paper or another physical medium 
that a child can use to independently create the one or more 

particular draWings associated With the list 214. The draWing 
utensils can include markers, pens, and/ or pencils, among 
various other draWing utensils that can be used by the child to 
create the one or more particular draWings associated With the 
list 214. 

[0036] In some embodiments, the child can use a draWing 
softWare program to create the particular draWings to be 
incorporated in the personalized book. In embodiments in 
Which a draWing softWare program is used by the child to 
create the particular draWings, the draWings can be electroni 
cally provided to the publisher of the personalized book via an 
email attachment, for example. The format of the draWings 
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can be in various formats such as a vector format or a raster 

format (e.g., PDF, GIF, JPEG, or BMP, among various other 
suitable ?le formats). 
[0037] In embodiments in Which drawing softWare is uti 
liZed to create one or more drawings, those draWings can be 
used in addition to, or instead of, one or more draWings made 
by the child using physical draWings utensils and physical 
media. The draWing softWare can be provided to the customer 
on a physical medium such as a compact disk via mail or can 
be electronically provided to the customer via email or doWn 
load from the publisher’s Website, for instance. 
[0038] In various embodiments, a postage paid envelope 
can be physically mailed to the customer along With the kit 
and can be used to return the appropriate contents (e.g., a 
completed form containing the intervieW information and the 
number of draWings). Embodiments of the present disclosure 
are not limited to a particular method of providing a customer 
With the contents of the kit 210 (e.g., intervieW information 
list 210, draWings list 212, and draWing materials 216). 
[0039] FIG. 3 illustrates an example of an intervieW infor 
mation form 301 in accordance With one or more embodi 
ments of the present disclosure. The form 3 01 can be provided 
to the customer as part of a kit such as kit 210 described above 
in connection With FIG. 2. The form 301 can be, physically 
mailed to the customer and can be completed by the customer 
and the child (i.e., an adult, such as a parent of the child, can 
obtain responses from the child and use the responses to 
complete the intervieW information form). The intervieW 
information provided by the child (e.g., the child’s ansWers, 
comments, descriptions, etc.) via form 301 can be incorpo 
rated as creative content on the pages of the personaliZed 
book (e.g., book 100 shoWn in FIG. 1). 
[0040] In various embodiments, the intervieW information 
on form 301 that is requested by the adult can include the 
child’s ansWers to a number of questions posed to the child by 
the adult. For instance, the adult can ?ll in the ?elds provided 
on form 301 With the child’s ansWers to a number of open 
ended intervieW questions provided on the form 301. Alter 
natively, the form 301 could be accessed by the customer via 
an online Website and the child’s ansWers could be uploaded 
to the Website for incorporation into the book by the pub 
lisher. 
[0041] In various embodiments, the ?elds associated With 
form 301 can be ?lled With child’s personal comments cor 
responding to particular intervieW information requested 
from the child by the adult. In one or more embodiments, the 
child’s personal comments can include information related to 
at least one of the particular draWings created by the child. In 
one or more embodiments, the related information can be the 
child’s description of at least one of the particular draWings. 
[0042] In various embodiments, and as illustrated in FIGS. 
4 and 5, a particular draWing of the child can be combined 
With particular information related to the particular draWing 
(e. g., a corresponding comment of the child provided in form 
301). The draWing and particular related information related 
thereto can be placed on the same page of the personaliZed 
book. In one or more embodiments, and as shoWn in FIG. 5, 
a particular draWing and the particular related information 
(e. g., related comment, statement, description, etc.) of the 
child can be arranged on opposing inside pages of the per 
sonaliZed book. 
[0043] To complete the example intervieW information 
form 301 shoWn in FIG. 3, the child can be asked to provide 
various intervieW information. For instance, as shoWn in FIG. 
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3, the form can include ?elds for personal descriptors of the 
child such as the child’s name, nickname, age, date of birth, 
hair color, and eye color. In various embodiments, the child 
can also be asked to complete the folloWing open ended 
intervieW questions: “My favorite color is ”; “The 
best things about me are ”; “The people in my family 
are ”; and “If I Were a superhero, my poWer Would be 

”; “The most beautiful place that I have ever visited is 
”; “I Would like to help the World by ”, among 

various other open ended questions such as those shoW in the 
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3. 
[0044] As illustrated in form 301, some of the open ended 
intervieW questions include multiple ?elds to complete. For 
instance, in this example, the child can be asked to complete 
the folloWing intervieW questions; “I love because 

” and “My favorite toy is ” because . 

Embodiments are not limited to the example intervieW infor 
mation illustrated in form 301. 
[0045] As mentioned above, in various embodiments, the 
intervieW information to be obtained via an intervieW infor 
mation form such as form 301 can correspond to speci?c 
draWings to be created by the child. For instance, as described 
beloW in connection With FIG. 5, the child can be asked to 
create a draWing of himself/herself as a superhero, and that 
particular draWing can be arranged in the personaliZed book 
near the child’s ansWer to a related questions such as the 
child’s ansWer to: “If I Were a superhero, my poWer Would be 

,” Which can be typeset at an appropriate location in 
the personaliZed book. 
[0046] FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a portion of a per 
sonaliZed book (e.g., book 100 shoWn in FIG. 1) in accor 
dance With one or more embodiments of the present disclo 
sure. In this example, the personalized book is about a child 
named Grace. That is, Grace is the particular childWho Would 
create the draWings and Would provide the personal com 
ments, ansWers, and/or descriptions to be incorporated into 
the personaliZed book. 
[0047] The embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4 includes a ?rst 
page 405-1 and a secondpage 405-2 of the personaliZed book. 
In this example, the pages 405-1 and 405-2 are opposing inner 
pages. The page 405-1 includes creative content 408-1 and 
the page 405-2 includes creative content 408-2. As the reader 
Will appreciate, the creative content 408-1 and 408-2 could 
appear on a single page of a book. In the embodiment illus 
trated in FIG. 4, the creative content 408-1 includes intervieW 
information obtained via an intervieW information form such 
as form 301 described in connection With FIG. 3. That is, a 
number of the child’s ansWers and/or comments obtained 
from ?elds on the intervieW information form (e.g., 301) have 
been typeset on page 405-1. 

[0048] In various embodiments, and as illustrated in the 
embodiment shoWn in FIG. 4, the pages of a personaliZed 
book can include preformatted text and/or graphics that can 
correspond to particular draWings and/or intervieW informa 
tion obtained from the parent and/or child. In this mauler, 
particular personaliZed creative content corresponding to a 
particular child (e.g., a particular child’s independently cre 
ated draWings and/ or comments) can be incorporated into the 
appropriate pages of the book among the preformatted text 
and/or graphics. As such, a personaliZed and customiZed 
book can be ef?ciently and effectively assembled by a pub 
lisher. 
[0049] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4, the page 
405-1 includes preformatted text 411-1 (“My name is”), 
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411-2 (“This is hoW I Write my name”), 411-3 (“years old and 
my birth date is”), 411-4 (“My favorite color is”), 411-5 (“and 
my favorite food is”), and 411-6 (“The best things about me 
are”), among other preformatted text. The page 405-1 also 
includes intervieW information 409-1 (“Grace”), 409-2 (“5”), 
409-3 (“Sep. 20, 2002”), 409-4 (“BLACK”), 409-5 
(“BROWN”), 409-6 (“AQUA BLUE”), 409-7 (“PIZZA”), 
and 409-8 (“I’m cute and funny and I help my sister get ready 
for bed. I also like to have fun With my friends .”). 
[0050] The intervieW information 409-1, 409-2, 409-3, 
409-4, 409-5, 409-6, 409-7, and 409-8 can be information 
obtained from the parent and/or child (e.g., via a form such as 
form 301 described in connection With FIG. 3) and provided 
to the publisher for incorporation into the appropriate page of 
the personaliZed book. As shoWn in FIG. 4, the intervieW 
information 409-1, 409-2, 409-3, 409-4, 409-5, 409-6, 409-7, 
and 409-8 is incorporated (i.e., typeset) on page 405-1 at the 
appropriate location corresponding to the appropriate prefor 
mattedtext 411-1, 411-2, 411-3, 411-4, 411-5, and 411-6. For 
example, the preformatted text 411-1 (“My name is”) is fol 
loWed by the child’s name (i.e., “Grace” 409-1). Similarly, the 
preformatted text 411-4 (“My favorite color is”) is folloWed 
by the child’s favorite color (i.e., “AQUA BLUE” 409-6, in 
this example). 
[0051] As illustrated in the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 4, 
the preformatted text 411-6 (“The best things about me”) is in 
the form of an open ended question such as shoWn in form 301 
in FIG. 3. As such, the text 411-6 is folloWed by obtained 
intervieW information 409-8 (“I’m cute and funny and I help 
my sister get ready for bed. I also like to have fun With my 
friends .”), Which is the child’s ansWer to the open ended 
question. “The best things about me are . 

[0052] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4, the page 
405-1 also includes an image 407-1. The image 407-1 is an 
electronic copy of the child’s independently created draWing 
of his/her name (i.e., GRACE in this example). As shoWn in 
FIG. 4, the image 407-1 of Grace’s name is located after the 
appropriate preformatted text 411-2 (“This is hoW I Write my 
name” . 

[0053] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4, the creative 
content 408-2 located on page 405-2 includes a self portrait 
407-2 created by the child and incorporated into the person 
aliZed book as illustrations. The self portrait 407-2 appears 
after the preformatted text 411-7 (“This is What I look like”). 
The self portrait 407-2 is an image of the child’s actual inde 
pendently created draWing. 
[0054] In various embodiments, the images incorporated 
into the personalized book (e.g., images 407-1 and 407-2) can 
be draWn by the child and then sent to the publisher Where 
they can be scanned and an electronic image of the draWing 
can be incorporated into the personaliZed book. Alternatively, 
the child’s particular draWings (e.g., of his/her oWn name and 
of him/her self, in the example shoWn in FIG. 4) can be 
scanned at home (e.g., by the customer) and the electronic 
image ?les can be provided to the publisher (e.g., via an email 
attachment or via upload to a Website of the publisher). 
[0055] As noted above, the child’s draWings 407-1 and 
407-2 can be particular draWings of a number of particular 
draWings independently created by the child for incorpora 
tion into the personaliZed book. In various embodiments, the 
draWings can be created at the direction of the adult. For 
instance, the adult can request the child to create one or More 
particular draWings from a list of draWings associated With a 
kit (e.g., kit 210 described in FIG. 2). 
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[0056] FIG. 5 illustrates another example of a portion of a 
personaliZed book (e.g., book 100 shoWn in FIG. 1) in accor 
dance With one or more embodiments of the present disclo 
sure. The embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5 includes a ?rst 
page 505-1 and a secondpage 505-2 of the personaliZed book. 
In this example, the pages 505-1 and 505-2 are opposing inner 
pages. As the reader Will appreciate, the content of pages 
505-1 and 505-2 could appear on a single page of the person 
aliZed book. 

[0057] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5, the page 
505-1 includes an image 507 of a particular draWing created 
by the child. The draWing depicted in image 507 is of the child 
as a superhero. The draWing depicted in image 507 call be 
created by the child upon a request from an adult such as a 
parent, for example. For instance, the adult can direct the 
child to create the draWing of the child as a superhero as one 
of a number of draWings from a draWings list associated With 
a personaliZed book kit (e.g., draWing list 214 associated With 
kit 210 shoWn in FIG. 2). 

[0058] The page 505-2 includes preformatted text 511 (“If 
I Were a SUPERHERO, my poWer Would be”). The prefor 
matted text 511 corresponds to an open ended ?ll in the blank 
question posed to the child by an adult. For instance, the child 
can be asked to provide intervieW information in the form of 
his/her oWn comment to complete the statement, “If I Were a 
superhero, my poWer Would be .” As an example, the 
?ll in the blank intervieW question can be one of a number of 
open ended and/ or ?ll in the blank type intervieW questions 
associated With an intervieW information form such as form 
301 described in FIG. 3. 

[0059] As shoWn in FIG. 5, the page 505-2 also includes 
intervieW information 509 in the form of the child’s actual 
comment about What his/her poWer Would be if he/ she Were a 
superhero. That is, the child’s actual comment can be pro 
vided to the publisher via all intervieW information form (e. g., 
form 301 shoWn in FIG. 3) or other suitable method, and the 
actual comment can then by typeset at the appropriate loca 
tion on the appropriate page (e.g., 505-2). 
[0060] Invarious embodiments, and as illustrated in FIG. 5, 
the particular intervieW information (e.g., 509)) obtained 
from the child (e.g., the child’s personal comment about What 
his/her poWer Would by if he/ she Were a superhero) is typeset 
in close proximity to an image (e.g., 507) of a particular 
draWing related to the typeset intervieW information (e.g., a 
draWing created by the child depicting him/her as a super 
hero). That is, a particular draWing can be arranged near, or on 
the same page as, one or more of the child’s personal com 
ments and/or descriptions associated With the particular 
draWing. Embodiments of the present disclosure are not lim 
ited to the personalized hook pages described in connection 
With FIGS. 4 and 5. 

[0061] FIG. 6 illustrates a method for providing a person 
aliZed book according to an embodiment of the present dis 
closure. At block 690, the method includes providing an adult 
With a list of intervieW information to be obtained from a 
child. As described above, the list of intervieW information to 
be obtained from the child can be provided in an intervieW 
information form (e.g., form 310 described in FIG. 3). The 
intervieW information to be obtained from the child can 
include information such as names of family members, names 
of friends, favorite items, personal descriptors, as Well as the 
child’s comments and/ or ansWers to a number of open-ended 
and/or ?ll in the blank questions, for example. 
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[0062] At block 692, the method includes providing the 
adult With a list of particular drawings to be obtained from the 
child. The list of particular drawings can be a list such as list 
214 shoWn in FIG. 2 and call include a self-portrait, a family 
portrait, a favorite item, or a memorable event, a beautiful 
place the child has visited, a draWing of the child as a super 
hero, among various other particular draWings created by the 
child. 
[0063] At block 694, the method includes obtaining the 
intervieW information front the child in the form of a number 
of personal comments provided by the child. The personal 
comments can include the child’s oWn ansWers to questions 
posed by the adult to the child and/or the child’s oWn descrip 
tions of various topics (e.g., family members, friends, favorite 
items, personal descriptors, the child’s oWn draWings, etc.). 
[0064] At block 696, the method includes obtaining a num 
ber of draWings from the list of particular draWings (e.g., from 
a list provided by a third party such as a publisher). As 
described above, in various embodiments, the draWings are 
independently created by the child. 
[0065] At block 698, the method includes creating a per 
sonaliZed book by combining the obtained number of draW 
ings created by the child and the obtained number of personal 
comments in a particular arrangement. Examples of particu 
lar arrangements of child created draWings combined With a 
number of personal comments are described in connection 
With FIGS. 4 and 5. 
[0066] In various embodiments, the method described in 
FIG. 6 can include utiliZing a third party to: provide the adult 
With the list of intervieW information to be obtained from the 
child; provide the adult With the list of particular draWings to 
be created by the child; obtain the intervieW information from 
the child in the form of a number of personal comments 
provided by the child; obtain the number of draWings from the 
list of particular draWings; and assemble the personaliZed 
book. 
[0067] The method illustrated in FIG. 6 can be used to 
provide a personaliZed book that includes a captured record of 
one or more memorable stages in a child’s development. The 
personaliZed book is more than a story about the child or a 
story Written by the child in that the personaliZed book in 
accordance With embodiments of the present disclosure is a 
personaliZed keepsake book that features the child’s oWn 
draWings and/or statements and comments regarding his/her 
World. 
[0068] FIG. 7 illustrates a system 703 for providing a per 
sonaliZed book (e g., personaliZed book 100 shoWn in FIG. 1) 
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure. In the 
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7, system 703 includes a 
client facility 730 and a kit provider facility 750, Which can be 
in communication via a netWork 740 (e.g., the Internet). 
[0069] In various embodiments, the client facility 730 can 
be a customer location such as the home or o?ice of an adult, 
such as parent, desiring a personaliZed book. In the embodi 
ment illustrated in FIG. 7, the client facility 730 includes a 
computing device 731. The computing device 731 can be a 
personal computer, a laptop computer, a personal digital 
assistant (PDA), or a cellular telephone, among various other 
computing devices capable of Wired and/ or Wireless commu 
nication via netWork 740. 
[0070] In the embodiments illustrated in FIG. 7, the com 
puting device includes a processor 732 and a memory 733. 
The memory 733 can include random access memory (RAM) 
and read only memory (ROM), among various other types of 
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storage media such as Flash memory, for example. The 
memory 733 can be used to store an operating system (OS) 
734 and one or more programs (i.e., one or more sets of 

computer executable instructions) that can be executed by the 
processor 732 to perform various functions associated With 
providing a personaliZed book in accordance With embodi 
ments described herein. As an example, the programs 735 can 
include a draWing softWare program such as Adobe Photo 
shop, AutoCAD, or Sketchup, among various other draWing 
softWare applications. 
[0071] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7, the com 
puting device 731 includes an input/output (I/O) component 
736 that can facilitate communicationbetWeen the computing 
device 731 and a number of input/output devices and/or 
peripheral devices. For instance, in the embodiment illus 
trated in FIG. 7, the computing device 731 is in communica 
tion With a display 737-1, a scanner 737-2, a printer 737-3, 
and one or more other devices 737-N via I/O component 736. 

[0072] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7, the kit pro 
vider facility 750 includes a server 752, production equip 
ment 757, and a shipping station 758. The kit provider facility 
750 of system 703 can be operated by a publishing entity that 
can create, assemble, and ship a completed personaliZedbook 
to a customer. 

[0073] The server 752 can be a computing device that can 
communicate With one or more client computing devices 
(e.g., 731) via the Internet 740. The server 752 can include a 
data storage component 754 that can be used to store cus 
tomer data ?les (e.g., intervieW information in the form of the 
child’s personal comments and/or child created draWings in 
the form of image ?les received from a customer). The server 
752 also includes one or more applications/programs 756 that 
can be executed to create the pages of a personaliZed book 
(e.g., by combining received intervieW information and child 
created draWings in a particular arrangement as described 
herein above). That is, the applications/programs 756 can 
manipulate (i.e., create, edit, store, etc.) text and graphics to 
create one or more personaliZed books as described herein. 
For example, the applications 756 can be used to retrieve 
intervieW information such as the child’s personal comments 
from an intervieW information form such as form 301 
described in connection With FIG. 3. The applications can 
also be used to place the retrieved intervieW information 
and/or child created draWings in the appropriate locations on 
the pages of the personaliZed book. 
[0074] The production equipment 757 can include equip 
ment such as printers for printing images on physical media, 
scanners for producing digital image ?les from physical 
media, and other ?nishing equipment for assembling person 
aliZed books (e.g., equipment used for cutting, folding, sta 
pling, gluing, binding, etc.). The production equipment 757 
can be located locally or remotely to the server 752. 
[0075] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7, the shipping 
station 758 can be used to provide functions such as con?rm 
ing customer orders, envelope printing and sealing, packag 
ing, labeling, package Weighing, postage metering, and ship 
ping the completed personaliZed books to customers. The 
completed personaliZed books can be physically mailed to 
customers or can be provided as electronic books via email 
attachment, for example. 
[0076] The embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7 is an elec 
tronic system 703, but as the reader Will appreciate, embodi 
ments of the present disclosure are not limited to electronic 
systems. For instance, a kit such as kit 210 described in FIG. 
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2 can be physically mailed to a customer and the interview 
information in the form of the child’s comments and the 
child’s independently created drawings can be mailed back to 
the publisher for physical assembly of the personaliZed book. 
In embodiments in which the customer requests a kit via mail, 
the publisher can mail the contents of the kit along with a 
postage-paid envelope such that the child created drawings 
and completed interview information form can be mailed 
back to the publisher for inclusion in the personalized book. 

Conclusion 

[0077] Personalized books as well as kits and methods for 
providing personaliZed books have been described herein. 
One method includes: providing an adult with a list of inter 
view information to be obtained from a child; providing the 
adult with a list of particular drawings to be obtained from the 
child; obtaining the interview information from the child in 
the form of a number of personal comments provided by the 
child; obtaining a number of drawings from the list of par 
ticular drawings, the number of drawings independently cre 
ated by the child; and creating a personaliZed book by com 
bining the obtained number of drawings created by the child 
and the obtained number of personal comments in a particular 
arrangement. 
[0078] Although speci?c embodiments have been illus 
trated and described herein, those ordinary skill in the art will 
appreciate that an arrangement calculated to achieve the same 
results can be substituted for the speci?c embodiments 
shown. This disclosure is intended to cover adaptations or 
variations of one or more embodiments of the present disclo 
sure. 

[0079] It is to be understood that the above description has 
been made in an illustrative fashion, and not a restrictive one. 
Combination of the above embodiments, and other embodi 
ments not speci?cally described herein will be apparent to 
those of skill in the art upon reviewing the above description. 
The scope of the one or more embodiments of the present 
disclosure includes other applications in which the above 
structures and methods are used. Therefore, the scope of one 
or more embodiments of the present disclosure should be 
determined with reference to the appended claims, along with 
the full range of equivalents to which such claims are entitled. 
[0080] In the foregoing Detailed Description, various fea 
tures are grouped together in a single embodiment for the 
purpose of streamlining the disclosure. This method of dis 
closure is not to be interpreted as re?ecting an intention that 
the disclosed embodiments of the present disclosure have to 
use more features than are expressly recited in each claim. 

[0081] Rather, as the following claims re?ect, inventive 
subject matter lies in less than all features of a single disclosed 
embodiment. Thus, the following claims are hereby incorpo 
rated into the Detailed Description, with each claim standing 
on its own as a separate embodiment. 

1. A method for providing a personaliZed book, the method 
comprising: 

providing an adult with a list of interview information to be 
obtained from a child; 

providing the adult with a list of particular drawings to be 
obtained from the child; 

obtaining the interview information from the child in the 
form of a number of personal comments provided by the 
child; 
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obtaining a number of drawings from the list of particular 
drawings, the number of drawings independently cre 
ated by the child; 

associating in a computing device at least one of the num 
ber of personal comments with a particular one of the 
obtained number of drawings; and 

selecting with the computing device the particular one of 
the obtained number of drawings and arranging with the 
computing device the selected particular one of the 
obtained number of drawings near the associated at least 
one of the number of personal comments in the person 
aliZed book. 

2. (canceled) 
3. The method of claim 1, including providing the adult 

with a kit that includes: the list of interview information to be 
obtained from the child; 

the list of particular drawings to be obtained by the child; 
and 

a number of drawing materials for use by the child. 
4. The method of claim 1, including electronically provid 

ing the adult with at least one of: 

the list of interview information via an online website; and 
the list of particular drawings via an online website. 
5. The method of claim 1, including electronically obtain 

ing, via an online website, at least one of: 

the number of personal comments provided by the child; 
and 

the number of drawings from the list of particular draw 
ings. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein providing the list of 
interview information to be obtained from the child and pro 
viding the list of particular drawings to be obtained from the 
child includes providing lists directed toward capturing a 
particular stage in the child’s life. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein providing the adult with 
the list of interview information to be obtained from the child 
includes providing at least one open-ended question to be 
asked to the child by the adult and answered by the child. 

8. The method of claim 1, including utiliZing a third party 
to: 

provide the adult with the list of interview information to 
be obtained from the child; 

provide the adult with the list of particular drawings to be 
created by the child; 

obtain the interview information from the child in the form 
of a number of personal comments provided by the 
child; 

obtain the number of drawings from the list of particular 
drawings; and 

assemble the personaliZed book. 
9. A method for providing a personaliZed book, the method 

comprising: 
obtaining a number of drawings from a list of drawings 

created by a child at the direction of an adult, the list of 
drawings provided by a third party; 

obtaining the child’s personal comments corresponding to 
particular interview information requested from the 
child by the adult, the particular interview information 
being from a list of interview information to be 
requested from the child by the adult, wherein the list of 
interview information is provided by the third party; 
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associating with a computing device a particular one of the 
number of drawings with a particular one of the child’s 
personal comments related to the particular one of the 
number of drawings; and 

creating the personalized book by arranging with the com 
puting device the particular one of the number of draw 
ings near the particular one of the child’s personal com 
ments. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein at least one drawing 
created by the child is a self portrait. 

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the list of interview 
information to be requested from the child includes at least 
some of the following: 
names of friends; 
names of family members; 
a favorite toy; 
a favorite game; 
a favorite sport; 
a favorite food; and 
an answer to one of a number of open ended questions. 

12. (canceled) 
13. The method of claim 9, wherein the interview informa 

tion requested by the adult includes requests for the child’s 
answers to a number of questions posed to the child by the 
adult. 

14. The method of claim 9, wherein at least one drawing 
created by the child is a family portrait. 

15. The method of claim 9, wherein the child’s personal 
comments corresponding to the particular interview informa 
tion requested from the child by the adult are recorded by the 
adult via at least one of an audio recording and a video 
recording prior to being provided to the third party. 

16. A method for providing a personalized book, the 
method comprising: 

providing a list of interview information to be obtained by 
an adult in the form of a child’s personal comments 
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corresponding to particular interview information 
requested by the adult to capture a particular stage in the 
child’s development; 

providing a list of suggested drawings to be independently 
created by the child, the drawings independently created 
by the child to serve as illustrations for the personalized 
book and to capture the particular stage in the child’s 
development; 

wherein the list of interview information to be obtained by 
the adult in the form of the child’s personal comments 
includes particular information related to the suggested 
drawings; 

providing a computing device with a processor and 
memory having a set of executable instructions for: 

associating with the computing device at least one of the 
child’s personal comments with a particular one of the 
drawings independently created by the child; and 

selecting with the computing device the particular one of 
the drawings and arranging with the computing device 
the particular one of the drawings near the associated at 
least one of the child’s personal comments in the per 
sonalized book. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the particular infor 
mation related to the suggested drawings includes the child’s 
descriptions of the drawings. 

18. The method of claim 16, including providing a number 
of materials for use by the child in creating the suggested 
drawings. 

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the number of mate 
rials for use by the child in creating the suggested drawings 
includes a drawing software program. 

20. The method of claim 16, including mailing a kit that 
includes the list of interview information and the list of draw 
ings to at least one of a parent and a guardian of the child, and 
wherein the kit includes a postage paid envelope. 

* * * * * 


