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SELF-INFLATING BLADDER 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t US. Provisional 
Patent Applications No. 61/083,394 ?led on Jul. 24, 2008 and 
US. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/165,708 ?led on 
Apr. 1, 2009, each of Which is hereby incorporated by refer 
ence in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] Various techniques have been disclosed for captur 
ing thickness measurements using Emission Reabsorption 
Laser Induced Fluorescence (“ERLIF”) as described for 
example in the following literature, all incorporated by refer 
ence herein in its entirety: Hidrovo, C, Hart, D. P., “Excitation 
Non-Linearities in Emission Reabsorption Laser Induced 
Fluorescence (ERLIF) Techniques,” Journal of Applied 
Optics, Vol. 43, No. 4, February 2004, pp. 894-913; Hidrovo, 
C., Hart, D. P., “2-D Thickness and Temperature Mapping of 
Fluids by Means of a TWo Dye Laser Induced Fluorescence 
Ratiometric Scheme,” Journal of Flow I/isualization and 
Image Processing, Volume 9, Issue 2, June 2002; Hidrovo, C., 
Hart, D. P., “Emission Reabsorption Laser Induced Fluores 
cence for Film Thickness Measurement,” Measurement Sci 
ence and Technology, Vol. 12, No. 4, 2001, pp. 467-477; and 
Hidrovo, C., Hart, D. P., “Dual Emission Laser Induced Fluo 
rescence Technique (DELIF) for Oil Film Thickness and 
Temperature Measurement,” ASME/JSME Fluids Engineer 
ing Division Summer Meeting, Jul. 23-28, 2000, Boston, 
Mass. 
[0003] While these existing techniques provide a useful 
approach for obtaining thickness measurements, they rely on 
various mixtures of tWo or more ?uorescent dyes. There 
remains a need for other thickness measurement techniques 
that do not require the use of multiple dyes, as Well as tech 
niques for adapting thickness measurements to various physi 
cal contexts for three-dimensional imaging. 

SUMMARY 

[0004] The attenuation and other optical properties of a 
medium are exploited to measure a thickness of the medium 
betWeen a sensor and a target surface. Disclosed herein are 

various mediums, arrangements of hardWare, and processing 
techniques that can be used to capture these thickness mea 
surements and obtain three-dimensional images of the target 
surface in a variety of imaging contexts. This includes general 
techniques for imaging interior/concave surfaces as Well as 
exterior/convex surfaces, as Well as speci?c adaptations of 
these techniques to imaging ear canals, human dentition, and 
so forth. 

[0005] In one aspect, a device that is disclosed herein 
includes a collapsible membrane formed around an interior 
space, the collapsible membrane returning to an original 
shape in an absence of external forces; a supply of a medium 
in a ?uid form that absorbs a ?rst Wavelength of light more 
than a second Wavelength of light; a ?uid port coupling the 
supply to the interior space of the collapsible membrane, the 
?uid port controlling a rate at Which the medium passes 
betWeen the supply and the interior space; and an access space 
formed Within and physically separated from the interior 
space of the collapsible membrane, the access space de?ned 
by a rigid shell including at least one transparent region and 
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the access space including an access port for access to the 
access space from outside the collapsible membrane. The 
?uidport may include a porous membrane. The ?uid port may 
include an adjustable valve for adjustably controlling the rate 
at Which the medium passes betWeen the supply and the 
interior space. The device may include a soft, pliable cap on 
an end of the collapsible membrane. The device may include 
a light source shaped and siZed for insertion into the access 
space through the access port. The device may include an 
imaging device shaped and siZed for insertion into the access 
space through the access port, the imaging device con?gured 
to capture images at the ?rst Wavelength and the second 
Wavelength. The device may include a retainer that mechani 
cally retains the collapsible membrane in a compressed 
shape. The compressed shape may be siZed for insertion into 
a human ear. The medium may include a single ?uorescent 
dye. The medium may include tWo or more ?uorescent dyes. 
[0006] In one aspect, a device that is disclosed herein 
includes an expandable membrane formed about an interior 
space; a supply of a medium in a ?uid form that absorbs a ?rst 
Wavelength of light more than a second Wavelength of light, 
the supply capable of pressuriZed delivery of the medium; a 
?uid port coupling the supply to the interior space of the 
expandable membrane; and an access space Within the inte 
rior space of the expandable membrane de?ned by a trans 
parent, rigid shell that separates the access space from the 
interior space of the expandable membrane, the access space 
including an access port for external access to the access 
space. The supply may deliver the medium from a pressurized 
elastic container. The supply may include a user control for a 
manual application of pressure to deliver the medium into the 
expandable membrane. The ?uid port may include a valve for 
controlling delivery of the medium to the interior space. The 
device may include a soft, pliable cap on an end of the expand 
able membrane. The device may include alight source shaped 
and siZed for insertion into the access space through the 
access port. The device may include an imaging device 
shaped and siZed for insertion into the access space through 
the access port, the imaging device con?gured to capture 
images at the ?rst Wavelength and the second Wavelength. 
The expandable membrane may have a compressed shape 
that is shaped and siZed for insertion into a human ear. 
[0007] In one aspect, a method that is disclosed herein 
includes providing a collapsible membrane that returns to an 
original shape absent external forces, the collapsible mem 
brane having an interior space; compressing the collapsible 
membrane into a shape and siZe for ?tting into a human ear 
canal; retaining the collapsible membrane in the shape and 
siZe With a retainer; and coupling the interior space to a supply 
of a medium in a ?uid form that absorbs a ?rst Wavelength of 
light more than a second Wavelength of light, Wherein the 
interior space is coupled to the medium through a port that 
restricts a ?oW of the medium into the interior space. The 
method may include removing the retainer from the collaps 
ible membrane and inserting the collapsible membrane into 
the human ear canal. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

[0008] The invention and the folloWing detailed description 
of certain embodiments thereof may be understood by refer 
ence to the folloWing ?gures: 
[0009] FIG. 1 shoWs a three-dimensional imaging system. 
[0010] FIG. 2 shoWs the emission and absorption spectra 
for ?uorescein sodium. 
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[0011] FIG. 3 shows a three-dimensional imaging system 
using a luminescent surface applied to an object. 
[0012] FIG. 4 shows a three-dimensional imaging system 
using a passive surface applied to an object. 
[0013] FIG. 5 is a How chart of a method for three-dimen 
sional imaging using a ?uorescent layer applied to a target 
surface of an object. 
[0014] FIG. 6 is a How chart of a method for three-dimen 
sional imaging using a single ?uorescent dye. 
[0015] FIG. 7 is a How chart of a method for three-dimen 
sional imaging based upon absorption. 
[0016] FIG. 8 illustrates a computer-implemented method 
for three-dimensional imaging using the technique described 
above. 
[0017] FIG. 9 shoWs a method for using a single camera to 
measure thickness. 

[0018] FIG. 10 illustrates an adaptation of the techniques 
described herein to imaging of an interior space such as a 
human ear canal. 
[0019] FIG. 11 is a How chart of a method for obtaining a 
three-dimensional image of an interior space. 
[0020] FIG. 12 shoWs a self-in?ating bladder for use in 
interior measurements. 
[0021] FIG. 13 is a How chart of a method for using a 
self-in?ating bladder to capture three-dimensional images of 
an interior space. 
[0022] FIG. 14 illustrates an adaptation of the techniques 
described herein to capture a three-dimensional image of an 
object such as human dentition. 
[0023] FIG. 15 is a How chart of a method for capturing a 
three-dimensional image of an object such as human denti 
tion using the techniques described herein. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0024] Disclosed herein are various techniques for obtain 
ing thickness measurements from a ?lm, liquid, gel, gas, or 
other medium based upon the relationship betWeen an inten 
sity of light measured at tWo or more different Wavelengths. 
Also disclosed herein are various techniques for capturing 
such thickness measurements in interior volumes (such as ear 
canals), exterior volumes (such as teeth), and so forth for use 
in three-dimensional reconstruction. In general, the systems 
and methods described beloW exploit the Beer-Lambert LaW 
for absorption of light in a medium, and more particularly, 
derivations based upon the Beer-Lambert LaW Where one 
Wavelength is attenuated more than another as it passes 
through a medium. By controlling sources of light and the 
properties of the medium, this differential attenuation can be 
used to determine a distance that light travels through a 
medium to a sensor. More speci?c applications of this general 
principle are provided beloW, and serve to outline several 
variations of a neW technique for distance measurement based 
upon differential attenuation of various Wavelengths of light. 
[0025] Throughout this disclosure, the term “absorption” is 
used to describe an attenuation of energy such as electromag 
netic energy propagating through a medium. This attenuation 
may be caused by physical absorption in the medium, or by 
any other physical phenomenon (such as scattering) or com 
bination of phenomena that result in a measurable decrease in 
intensity of a signal as it passes through the medium. For 
example, it Will be understood that in some embodimentsi 
such as those involving gold nanoparticles as described 
hereini“absorption” is the result of multiple inelastic scat 
tering events. Thus as used herein absorption should be 
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understood broadly to refer to any form or cause of attenua 
tion (or lack thereof) unless a more speci?c meaning is explic 
itly provided or otherWise clear from the context. 

[0026] In the folloWing description, terms such as thick 
ness, thickness calculation, and thickness measurement are 
used interchangeably to describe the thicknesses as deter 
mined using the techniques disclosed herein. In general, no 
particular meaning should be ascribed to the terms “measure 
ment” and “calculation”, and the use of one term or the other, 
or similar references to “determining”, “calculating”, or 
“obtaining” thickness measurement, is not intended to imply 
any distinction among the manners in Which thickness might 
be determined. Rather, all such references to thickness should 
be understood to include all of the techniques described 
herein for determining thickness of a medium or the length of 
an optical path therethrough, except Where a more speci?c 
meaning is explicitly provided. 
[0027] Throughout this disclosure, various terms of quan 
titative and qualitative description are used. These terms are 
not intended to assert strict numerical boundaries on the fea 
tures described, but rather should be interpreted to permit 
some variability. Thus for example Where medium is 
described as being transparent at a particular Wavelength, this 
should be understood to mean substantially transparent or 
suf?ciently transparent to permit measurements yielding 
accurate thickness calculations, rather than absolutely trans 
parent at the limits of measurement or human perception. 
Similarly, Where a target surface is described as having uni 
form color or a dye is described as ?uorescing at a particular 
Wavelength, this should not be interpreted to exclude the 
variability typical of any conventional material or manufac 
turing process. Thus in the folloWing description, all descrip 
tive terms and numerical values should be interpreted as 
broadly as the nature of the invention permits, and Will be 
understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to contemplate 
a range of variability consistent With proper operation of the 
inventive concepts disclosed herein, unless a different mean 
ing is explicitly provided or otherWise clear from the context. 
[0028] In the folloWing description, the term Wavelength is 
used to describe a characteristic of light or other electromag 
netic energy. It Will be understood that the term Wavelength 
may refer to a speci?c Wavelength, such as Where the descrip 
tion refers to a center frequency or a limit or boundary for a 
range of frequencies. The term may also or instead refer 
generally to a band of Wavelengths, such as Where a Wave 
length is speci?ed for a sensor, pixel, or the like. Thus in 
general the term Wavelength as used herein should be under 
stood to refer to either or both of a speci?c Wavelength and a 
range of Wavelengths unless a more speci?c meaning is pro 
vided or otherWise clear from the context. 

[0029] All documents mentioned herein are hereby incor 
porated by reference in their entirety. References to items in 
the singular should be understood to include items in the 
plural, and vice versa, unless explicitly stated otherWise or 
clear from the text. Grammatical conjunctions are intended to 
express any and all disjunctive and conjunctive combinations 
of conjoined clauses, sentences, Words, and the like, unless 
otherWise stated or clear from the context. 

[0030] Although the folloWing disclosure includes 
example embodiments, these examples are provided for illus 
tration only and are not intended in a limiting sense. All 
variations, modi?cations, extensions, applications, combina 
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tions of components, and the like as Would be apparent to one 
of ordinary skill in the art are intended to fall Within the scope 
of this disclosure. 

[0031] FIG. 1 shoWs a three-dimensional imaging system. 
In an embodiment, the system 100 may employ a ?uorescent 
medium betWeen an object and a camera, although it Will be 
readily appreciated that a variety of mediums, sensors, and 
other components may be used. The system 100 may include 
an excitation source 102 With a source ?lter 104, a medium 

106, an object 108 With a target surface 110, a sensor 112 With 
a sensor ?lter 114, and a computer 116. In general operation, 
the excitation source 102 illuminates the object 108 along an 
optical illumination path 118 through the medium 106, and 
the sensor 112 captures re?ected light from the object 108 on 
an optical return path 120 through the medium 106. The 
resulting signal at the sensor 112 can be processed by the 
computer 116 to obtain thickness measurements of the 
medium 106, Which can be further processed to obtain a 
three-dimensional image of the object 108. It Will be under 
stood that numerous variations, additions, omissions, and 
modi?cations are possible, all as described in the various 
detailed embodiments set out beloW. 

[0032] The excitation source 102 may be any suitable light 
source. In various embodiments, this may include light emit 
ting diodes, incandescent bulbs or lamps, laser light sources, 
or any other broadband light source, broadband visible light 
source, narroWband light source or any combination of the 
foregoing that emits photons at the desired Wavelength(s). 
The excitation source 102 (as shaped by the source ?lter 104) 
may provide light at any suitable Wavelength(s) including 
Wavelengths that excite a ?uorescent substance in the 
medium 106 or on the target surface 110, as Well as Wave 
length(s) having knoWn attenuation by the medium 106, all as 
more generally described beloW. The excitation source 102 
may more generally include any source of illumination suit 
able for imaging as described herein. While visible light 
embraces one useful range of Wavelengths, the excitation 
source 102 may also or instead usefully provide light near or 
beyond the visible light range such as near-infrared or infra 
red illumination, or more generally across any range of elec 
tromagnetic Wavelengths for Which attenuation by the 
medium 106 can be measured. Various other embodiments 
are discussed in greater detail beloW, and it Will be appreci 
ated that the term “excitation source” as used herein should be 
broadly understood as any source of energy capable of 
achieving illumination of the object 108. In one embodiment, 
the excitation source 102 may be a light source positioned to 
excite a single ?uorescent substance around the object 108 
(e. g., Within the medium 106) to provide a ?uorescent emis 
sion, or more generally to illuminate the medium 106 and/or 
target surface 110 as required to capture suitable intensity 
measurements at the sensor 112 for thickness calculations as 
described beloW. 

[0033] One or more source ?lters 104 may optionally be 
employed to shape a spectral pro?le of the excitation source 
102, such as to provide narroWband illumination from a 
broadband light source, or to otherWise attenuate energy out 
side Wavelengths of interest. For example, Where the sensor 
112 captures a ?uorescent or other radiant image from the 
object 108, the one or more source ?lters 104 may usefully 
remove or attenuate the ?uorescence Wavelength(s) from the 
excitation source 102 in order to avoid contamination of 
?uorescence images. 
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[0034] The medium 106 may include any substance, mix 
ture, solution, composition or the like suitable for the imaging 
systems and methods described herein. In general, the 
medium 106 may have knoWn and different coe?icients of 
attenuation for tWo different Wavelengths so that a ratio of 
intensity at these Wavelengths can be captured and used in 
thickness calculations. The medium 106 may also include a 
single ?uorescent, phosphorescent, or similarly radiant sub 
stance that contributes to the intensity of electromagnetic 
energy at one of the tWo different Wavelengths. In embodi 
ments, one of the attenuation coef?cients is Zero. In embodi 
ments, one of the attenuation coe?icients is greater than or 
less than the other, or to improve discrimination in a calcula 
tion including a ratio, signi?cantly greater than or less than 
the other. 

[0035] In one aspect, the medium 106 may be selected for 
its mechanical properties. Thus, the medium 106 may include 
one or more of a liquid, a gas, a solid, a gel, or other substance 
or combination of substances. For example, a liquid such as a 
silicon oil may be conveniently employed Where the object 
108 is small and can be ?t into a bath or other container With 
the oil. As another example, a gas With a ?uorescent dye may 
be usefully employed in an interior space as described in 
various embodiments beloW. In other embodiments, the 
medium 106 may be a casting medium such as a curable gel 
into Which the object 108 may be pressed and removed leav 
ing a negative impression of the object in the medium 106. In 
various embodiments, such a curable material may be cured 
While the obj ect 108 is in the medium 106, after the object 108 
has been removed from the medium 106, or some combina 
tion of these. The medium 106 may cure With the passage of 
time, or With the application of heat, light, pressure, or the 
like, or through some other activation medium. 

[0036] In another aspect, the medium 106 may be selected 
for its optical properties such as luminescence (e.g., ?uores 
cence) and/ or attenuation. Thus the medium 106 may in gen 
eral be transparent across some portion of the electromag 
netic spectrum so that light passing through the medium 106 
in some Wavelengths is not attenuated. The medium 106 may 
also have a non-Zero coe?icient of attenuation at some Wave 

lengths so that light at these Wavelengths is attenuated as it 
passes through the medium 106. This may be achieved, for 
example, through the use of an additive such as gold nano 
particles (Which can be very closely tuned to achieve attenu 
ation at speci?c, narroW bands of Wavelengths) or any other 
substance or combination of substances that achieves a 
desired attenuation spectral pro?le. The medium 106 may 
also contain ?uorescent dyes, phosphorescent dyes, quantum 
dots, or some other substance or combination of substances 
that emits light in response to other Wavelengths or other 
stimulus (such as an applied electrical ?eld, a chemical reac 
tion, and so forth). In such embodiments, the intensity of the 
emitted light may be used to assist calculations of a thickness 
of the medium 106, as described in greater detail beloW. The 
medium 106 may also or instead include any chemilumines 
cent material, electroluminescent material, or other material 
that emits light at one or more measurable Wavelengths. 

[0037] Thus, the medium 106 may in general include a 
variety of dyes, solutes, quantum dots, encapsulated silica 
nanopar‘ticles, or other substances that can be combinedi 
such as in a homogenous mixtureito provide the medium 
106 With different emission properties and/ or attenuation 
coe?icients at different Wavelengths. The medium 106, 
including additives, may be formed of biocompatible mate 
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rials so that it is safe for use on, in, or in close proximity to a 
living organism. One useful biocompatible dye is ?uorescein 
sodium, although it Will be appreciated that a variety of bio 
compatible ?uorescent dyes are knoWn and may be usefully 
employed With the systems and methods described herein. 
[0038] The object 108 may be any object having a target 
surface 110 from Which a three-dimensional image is to be 
acquired. This may include, for example biological or physi 
ological subject matter such as teeth (or a cast of teeth), bones, 
hands, ?ngerprints, or more generally any tissue, skeleton, 
organs, and the like including Without limitation interior sur 
faces such as an ear canal, nasal passage, bladder, and so 
forth. This may also, or instead, include fabricated items such 
as precision-machined components, precision cast parts, fuel 
injectors, turbine blades, seals, or any other three-dimen 
sional object Where quality control may usefully include an 
evaluation of three-dimensional shape. This may also, or 
instead, include models that can be usefully digitiZed for 
subsequent computeriZed processes such as computer-auto 
mated design, computer animation, and so forth. More gen 
erally, the object 108 may be any object from Which a three 
dimensional image can be usefully captured. 
[0039] The sensor 112 may include any sensor or group of 
sensors suitable for capturing, in digital or electronic form, an 
intensity of electromagnetic radiation at one or more Wave 
lengths. This may include, for example, photodiodes, charge 
coupled devices (CCDs), complementary metal oxide semi 
conductor (CMOS) devices, or any other optical sensor or 
combination of sensors suitable for use With the systems and 
methods described herein. In general, the sensor 112 may be 
positioned to measure an intensity of one or more Wave 

lengths of light in a direction of a location Within a region of 
interest on the target surface 110, such as indicated Where the 
optical return path 120 leaves the obj ect toWard the sensor 112 
and sensor ?lter 114. 

[0040] The sensor 112 may include a tWo-dimensional 
pixel array that can capture a tWo-dimensional image in 
Which a measurement at each pixel location corresponds to an 
intensity of one or more Wavelengths of light in a direction 
Within a ?eld of vieW of the sensor 112. This may, for 
example, include conventional CCD arrays, such as a gray 
scale array, a red-green-blue (RGB) array, a cyan-magenta 
yelloW (CMY) array, or the like. Various techniques are 
knoWn for discriminating different Wavelengths including 
?lter masks overlaying a detector to capture a particular range 
of Wavelengths at each pixel location, a ?lter Wheel With 
Which time-separated (and Wavelength-separated) images 
can be captured through each of a sequence of ?lters, or a 
prism that separates an optical path into three sub-paths each 
used to measure a different Wavelength. In other embodi 
ments, nested semiconductor Wells or the like may be 
employed to measure different Wavelengths at different 
depths Within the semiconductor device. Although not sepa 
rately illustrated, it Will be appreciated that the sensor 112 
may include a variety of camera optics such as focusing 
lenses, Zoom lenses, prisms, mirrors, and so forth, as Well as 
other camera hardWare such as shutters, aperture controls, 
and so forth, any of Which may be custom built for a particular 
imaging environment or integrated into a commercially 
available camera or some combination of these. 

[0041] In general, the techniques described herein use tWo 
measured Wavelengths. HoWever, it should be appreciated 
that additional Wavelengths may be usefully employed to 
increase accuracy or to accommodate use With a range of 
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different mediums 1 06. The measured Wavelengths may be at 
or near speci?c Wavelengths detected by conventional camera 
hardWare, or at other Wavelengths, and may in general include 
ranges or bands of varying siZe around certain center Wave 
lengths according to the sensitivity of the sensors that are used 
and/or the properties of the excitation source 102 and the 
medium 106. In some embodiments the measured Wave 

lengths are 510 nanometers and 540 nanometers, respec 
tively. 
[0042] The sensor ?lter 114 may be any ?lter or combina 
tion of ?lters useful for selectively passing one or more Wave 
lengths of light to the sensor 112, including the ?lter masks 
described above for discriminating Wavelengths at the sensor, 
or one or more ?lters separate from the sensor 112 for gross 

?ltering of an incoming optical signal, such as to attenuate 
light outside one or more Wavelengths of interest. In various 
embodiments the sensor ?lter 114 may include a sWitchable 
optical bandpass ?lter, an optical bandpass ?lter, a color ?lter, 
a stray-light ?lter that attenuates all light outside of the mea 
sured Wavelengths, an excitation ?lter that attenuates over the 
excitation bands, and so on. 

[0043] The computer 116 may include any suitable com 
puting device or devices including Without limitation a desk 
top computer, laptop computer, or dedicated processing 
device(s). The computer may include one or more general 
purpose or special purpose processors constructed and/or 
programmed to receive measurements of intensities, perform 
calculations to determine the thickness of an attenuation 
medium, and output results of the calculations as described 
herein. This may include the use of softWare, ?rmWare, 
microcode, programmable gate arrays, application speci?c 
circuits, and so on. In general, the computer 116 may provide 
one or more high-level functions as described beloW. 

[0044] In one aspect, the computer 116 may control opera 
tion of the excitation source 102 and sensor 112 to obtain 
sensor images of the object 108. This may include supple 
mental functions such as controlling a supply of the medium 
106 or otherWise providing monitoring and control of hard 
Ware for the systems and methods described herein. In 
another aspect, the computer may obtain data from the sensor 
112, such as a tWo-dimensional array of intensity values 
captured from a ?eld of vieW that contains the object 108 and 
the medium 106. This may include intermediate processing 
such as controlling operation of the sensor 112 or a data feed 
from the sensor 112, as Well as processing digital measure 
ments from the sensor 112 to obtain intensity values at par 
ticular Wavelengths of interest. Thus, for example, Where an 
RGB camera is employed, the computer 116 may receive 
three discrete Wavelength measurements for each pixel of the 
camera (e.g., a red Wavelength, a green Wavelength, and a 
blue Wavelength) and process these RGB values at each pixel 
location to determine or estimate an intensity at one or more 

Wavelengths betWeen the discrete RGB values for use in 
subsequent calculations. 
[0045] In another aspect, the computer 116 may calculate a 
thickness of the medium 106 in a direction of a location on the 
object 108 (e.g., along the optical return path 120 to a par 
ticular sensor/pixel location) based upon a function of the 
intensity at tWo or more speci?c Wavelengths. In general, 
each sensor 112 (or pixel location Within a sensor 112) pro 
vides a measurement of intensity at tWo different Wavelengths 
in the direction of a location on the target surface 110, Which 
may correspond to a general area of interest, or a particular 






































