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(57) ABSTRACT 

Substrates coated With ?lms of a ceramic material such as 
aluminum oxides and titanium oxides are biocompatible, and 
can be used in a variety of applications in Which they are 
implanted in a living body. The substrate is preferably a 
porous polymer, and may be biodegradable. An important 
application for the ceramic-coated substrates is as a tissue 
engineering scaffold for forming arti?cial tissue. 
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IMPLANTABLE DEVICES HAVING 
CERAMIC COATING APPLIED VIA AN 
ATOMIC LAYER DEPOSITION METHOD 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application claims bene?t of US. Provisional 
Application No. 61/127,529, ?led 14 May 2009. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates to implantable devices such as 
tissue engineering scaffolds. 
[0003] Many complex animal tissues cannot regenerate 
after certain injury or disease. In other cases, animal tissues 
are damaged or malformed due to congenital or developmen 
tal defects. One approach to repairing tissue in these cases is 
knoWn as tissue engineering. Tissue engineering is performed 
by providing a “scaffold” Which serves as a matrix upon 
Which cells can groW. Tissue structures are formed in vitro by 
groWing cells on the scaffold. The structures can then be 
implanted into living organisms to repair natural tissues that 
have been damaged by disease or injury. Implantable devices 
of these types are of interest for repairing bone, ligaments, 
dental ligaments, tendons, epidermal tissue, muscle tissue ( 
including cardiac tissue) and in other applications. 
[0004] The scaffold material is usually a three-dimen 
sional, porous structure. Porous polymers have attracted 
increased interest in the ?eld of tissue engineering, because 
porous polymers have unique physicochemical properties, 
Which can provide three dimensional structures as scaffolds 
to guide cell groWth and tissue development. The ability of a 
cell to migrate and attach to a substrate or scaffold surface is 
an important attribute of the scaffold material. In addition, the 
scaffold material must be biocompatible and nontoxic. 
[0005] Certain polymers are knoWn to be highly biocom 
patible. Examples of these polymers include poly-L-lactic 
acid (orpoly-L-lactide), copolymers of L-lactic acid or L-lac 
tide With other alpha-hydroxyacids such as glycolic acid; 
copolymers of L-lactic acid or L-lactide With ethylene glycol; 
polyesters such as poly(e-caprolactone), poly(3-hydroxybu 
tyrate), poly(s-caproic acid), poly(p-dioxanone) and certain 
poly(or‘tho esters) such as polyol/diketene acetals addition 
polymers. These have been suggested for use as scaffold 
materials in, for example, U. S. Published Patent Application 
2006/0263335 and 2007/0276509. Collagenous materials 
often are biocompatible and have been suggested for use as 
scaffold materials, for example, in US. Pat. No. 7,338,517. 
[0006] The porous structure of pure polymers adversely 
impacts their mechanical properties and biocompatibility. 
Ceramics such as aluminum oxide and titanium oxide have 
excellent biocompatibility and bonds Well to bone. See, e.g., 
K. ReZWan et al., “Biodegradable and bioactive porous poly 
mer/inorganic composite scaffolds for bone tissue engineer 
ing”, Biomalerials, 27 (2006) 3413; H. Warashina et al., 
“Biological reaction to alumina, Zirconia, titanium and poly 
ethylene particles implanted onto murine calvaria”, Bioma 
Zerials, 24 (2003) 3655; andY. Takami et al., “Biocompatibil 
ity of alumina ceramic and polyethylene as materials forpivot 
bearings of a centrifugal blood pump”, Journal of Biomedical 
Materials Research, 36 (1997) 381. The inclusion of bioac 
tive ceramic compositions in polymer substrates may rein 
force the porous structures of the pure polymer and enhance 
the bioactivity and the tissue interaction. Therefore, hybrid 
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three-dimensional porous scaffolds of synthetic or naturally 
derived biodegradable polymers and ceramics may be useful 
as bone replacement materials or as scaffolds for bone regen 
eration composition. These hybrid materials potentially 
exhibit favorable mechanical properties and bioactivity so 
that they can receive and respond to speci?c biological sig 
nals that direct and promote cell adhesion, proliferation and 
differentiation, and tissue regeneration. 
[0007] In many practical applications, porous polymer/ce 
ramic composites are often produced via incipient Wetting 
methods such as casting, porogen leaching, and gas foaming. 
The solvent-based methods have the risk of leaving poten 
tially toxic organic solvent residues. Dispersing micro-siZed 
or nano-siZed ceramic particles in the polymer matrix is 
another method that has been proposed to fabricate the poly 
mer/ ceramic composites. HoWever, a potential negative effect 
of nanoparticle-containing scaffolds is the possibility of 
migration of nanoparticles Within the body and their distribu 
tion via the blood stream, leading to pathologies of unknown 
origin. See, e.g., L. C. Gerhardt et al., “Titanium dioxide 
(TiO2) nanoparticles ?lled poly(D,L lactic acid) (PDLLA) 
matrix composites for bone tissue engineering”, Journal of 
Materials Science-Materials in Medicine, 18 (2007) 1287. 
[0008] Therefore, there is a desire to produce a porous 
polymer/ceramic composite that is biocompatible, exhibits 
little toxicity toWards cells (particularly mammalian cells and 
especially human cells) or the organism as a Whole, and Which 
has good mechanical properties. The composite should be a 
material to Which cells and/or bone tissue can become easily 
attached. To accomplish this, the composite should have the 
ceramic material coated onto both the interior surfaces (i.e., 
the surfaces of the pores) as Well as the exterior surfaces, and 
the pore siZe should be such that cells can migrate into the 
pores and become attached there. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] This invention is in one aspect an implantable medi 
cal device, comprising a substrate material having a ceramic 
coating adherent to the surface of the substrate material, 
Wherein the ceramic coating has a thickness of from about 1 
to 100 nanometers and substantially covers the surfaces of the 
substrate material. 
[0010] In certain embodiments, the invention is a porous 
tissue engineering scaffold comprising a porous polymer hav 
ing a ceramic coating adherent to the surface of the porous 
polymer, Wherein the ceramic coating has a thickness of from 
about 1 to 100 nanometers and substantially covers the exter 
nal surface of the porous polymer and internal surfaces of the 
pores. The ceramic coating preferably is deposited on the 
porous polymer via an atomic layer deposition process. It 
may be an aluminum oxide or titanium oxide coating, and 
preferably is from 1 to 20 nanometers thick. 
[0011] This invention is also an arti?cial tissue comprising 
living cells attached to the porous tissue engineering scaffold 
as described in the preceding paragraph. This invention is also 
a method for repairing or replacing tissue in a mammal, 
comprising applying this arti?cial tissue to a living mammal. 
[0012] This invention is also a method for producing an 
arti?cial tissue, comprising (a) forming a tissue engineering 
scaffold by applying a ceramic coating to the external surface 
and the internal surfaces of the pores of a porous polymer via 
an atomic layer deposition process such that the ceramic 
coating has a thickness of from 1 to 100 nanometers and (b) 
groWing cells in the presence of the tissue engineering scaf 
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fold such that living cells become attached to the tissue engi 
neering scaffold. The invention is also a method for repairing 
or replacing tissue in a mammal, comprising applying an 
arti?cial tissue produced in this manner to a living mammal. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0013] FIG. 1 is a TEM micrograph of a porous styrene 
divinylbenZene copolymer having an atomic layer deposition 
aluminum oxide layer on the surface of the pores. 
[0014] FIG. 2a is an FESEM micrograph ofa porous sty 
rene-divinylbenZene copolymer having an atomic layer depo 
sition aluminum oxide layer, prior to incubation in simulated 
body ?uid. 
[0015] FIG. 2b is an FESEM micrograph of the same 
porous styrene-divinylbenZene copolymer having an atomic 
layer deposition aluminum oxide layer as shoWn in FIG. 211, 
after one Week of incubation in simulated body ?uid. 
[0016] FIG. 20 is an FESEM micrograph of the same 
porous styrene-divinylbenZene copolymer having an atomic 
layer deposition aluminum oxide layer as shoWn in FIG. 211, 
after tWo Weeks of incubation in simulated body ?uid. 
[0017] FIG. 3a is an FESEM micrograph ofa porous sty 
rene-divinylbenZene copolymer having an atomic layer depo 
sition titanium oxide layer, prior to incubation in simulated 
body ?uid. 
[0018] FIG. 3b is an FESEM micrograph of the same 
porous styrene-divinylbenZene copolymer having an atomic 
layer deposition titanium oxide layer as shoWn in FIG. 311, 
after one Week of incubation in simulated body ?uid. 
[0019] FIG. 30 is an FESEM micrograph of the same 
porous styrene-divinylbenZene copolymer having an atomic 
layer deposition titanium oxide layer as shoWn in FIG. 311, 
after tWo Weeks of incubation in simulated body ?uid. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0020] In this invention, various substrate materials that 
have an ultrathin layer of a ceramic material coated onto the 
exposed surfaces of the substrate are useful as all or a portion 
of various types of implanted devices. “Implanted devices” 
are devices that are implanted into or onto the body of a living 
animal and When implanted become in contact With living 
cells in the body of the animal. The coating of the ceramic 
material can provide several bene?ts, depending on the par 
ticular substrate material and the particular Way in Which the 
implanted device is used. For example, the ceramic coating 
can provide improved biocompatibility, can improve the abil 
ity of cells to adhere on and to the substrate, or can improve 
the ability of bone or other tissue to adhere to the implanted 
device. 
[0021] In the broadest aspects of the invention, the substrate 
material can be any material that can be coated With the 
ceramic material. The substrate material itself may be a bio 
compatible material, but it does not have to be if the ceramic 
coating is capable of making the coated substrate suf?ciently 
biocompatible to be used as an implant device. 
[0022] A class of materials that are of particular interest as 
the substrate are organic polymers. These can be biopoly 
mers, including collagen, ?bronectin, laminin, elastin, ?brin, 
proteoglycans, hyaluronan and others as described, for 
example, in US. Pat. No. 7,338,517. The organic polymer 
may instead or in addition be a synthetic polymer. A synthetic 
polymer may be absorbable or nonabsorbable by the animal 
body in Which it is implanted. Absorbable polymers include 
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poly-L-lactic acid (or poly-L-lactide), copolymers of L-lactic 
acid or L-lactide With other alpha-hydroxyacids such as gly 
colic acid, copolymers of L-lactic acid or L-lactide With eth 
ylene glycol; polyesters such as poly(e-caprolactone), poly 
(3 -hydroxybutyrate), poly(s-caproic acid), poly(p 
dioxanone), or certain poly(ortho esters) such as polyol/ 
diketene acetals addition polymers, as Well as others as 
described in U. S. Published Patent Applications 2006/ 
0263335 and 2007/0276509. Nonabsorbable polymers 
include a Wide variety of thermoplastic or thermoset poly 
mers, including polyethylene homopolymers and copoly 
mers, styrene homopolymers and copolymers, crosslinked 
polystyrene, polyurethanes, polypropylene homopolymers or 
copolymers, polyamides, polyesters of various types, includ 
ing polyalkyleneterephthalates, polyvinylidene ?uoride, 
polycarbonates, polymers and copolymers of various acrylate 
and methacrylate esters, polyethers, including polyalkylene 
glycols such as polyethylene glycol, polytetra?uoroethylene 
and various blends and copolymers thereof. Dried hydrogels 
such as poly(2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate) and poly(ethyl 
ene glycol) can also serve as a porous polymeric substrate. 

[0023] Porous substrate materials, especially porous 
organic polymer substrates, are of particular interest. For 
purposes of this invention, “pores” are voids in the structure 
of the substrate that communicate directly or indirectly With 
the surface of the polymer, i.e., Which are open to the surface 
of the substrate. By contrast, void regions in the substrate that 
are not open to the surface of the substrate (such as internal 
cells) are not considered to be “pores” for purposes of this 
invention. The pores have a number average diameter of from 
about 1 to 500 microns. Preferably, the number average diam 
eter is from 10 to 300 microns and it is especially from 10 to 
100 microns. A porous substrate may, for example, contain a 
pore volume of from 1 to 50, preferably from 5 to 20, cm3 / g; 
a surface area of from 10 to 500, preferably from 20 to 100 
and more preferably from 25 to 75 m2/ g; and a density of from 
8 to 400 kg/m3, preferably from 24 to 108 kg/m3 . Any of the 
polymers described above can be used to form a porous 
substrate for use in this invention. 

[0024] The dimensions and geometry of the substrate mate 
rial are not considered to be critical and Will be selected in 
each instance With the particular end-use application in mind. 
The substrate may be in the form of a sheet, a particulate, a 
tube, or any other convenient shape. 
[0025] The surfaces of the substrate are substantially 
entirely coated With a ceramic coating that has a thickness of 
from 1 to 100 nanometers. The ceramic material can be any 
Which (I) can be applied to the substrate at the mentioned 
coating thickness, (2) adheres to the substrate material and (3) 
is biocompatible. It is highly preferred that the ceramic mate 
rial is one Which can be applied in an atomic layer deposition 
process at a temperature loW enough that the substrate does 
not decompose or become physically distorted (via melting or 
softening, for example) during the deposition process. 
[0026] “Biocompatibility” can be determined for purposes 
of this invention according to the viability test that is 
described in the examples that folloW. Viability of 50% or 
more of the cells under the conditions of this test is indicative 
of a biocompatible material. 
[0027] Preferred ceramic coatings are aluminum oxide and 
titanium oxide coatings. “Aluminum oxide” is used herein to 
designate a coating that is made up substantially entirely of 
aluminum and oxygen atoms, Without reference to the spe 
ci?c stoichiometry. In many cases, it is expected that an 
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aluminum oxide coating Will correspond somewhat closely to 
the empirical structure of alumina, i.e., A1203, although 
deviations from this structure are common and may be sub 
stantial. “Titanium oxide” is used herein to designate a coat 
ing that is made up substantially entirely of titanium and 
oxygen atoms, Without reference to the speci?c stoichiom 
etry. In most cases, it is expected that a titanium oxide coating 
Will correspond closely to the empirical structure of titania, 
i.e., TiO2, although deviations from this structure are com 
mon and may be substantial. 

[0028] The ceramic coating preferably is from 1 to 50 
nanometers thick and even more preferably from 1 to 20 
nanometers thick. Ceramic coatings as thin as 1 to 10 nanom 
eters have been found to be useful in this invention. 
[0029] The ceramic coating is applied to the external sur 
face of the substrate, and to the internal surfaces of any pores 
that are present in the substrate, and essentially completely 
covers those surfaces. The ceramic coating should cover at 
least 75%, preferably at least 90% and more preferably at 
least 95% and still more preferably at least 99% of the com 
bined surface area of the exterior surfaces of the substrate and 
the interior surfaces of the pores. 
[0030] The ceramic coating preferably is conformal. By 
“conformal”, it is meant that the thickness of the coating layer 
is relatively uniform across the surfaces of the substrate (so 
that, for example, the thickest regions of the coating are no 
greater than 3x the thickness of the thinnest regions). When 
the ceramic coating is conformal, the surface shape of the 
coated substrate closely resembles that of the underlying 
substrate surface, and the general pore structure of the sub 
strate is preserved. Pore diameters Will to be slightly reduced 
due to the ceramic coating, but in most cases the coating 
thickness Will be very small in relation to the pore diameter. 
The depth of individual pores may be reduced slightly for the 
same reason, and it is possible that very small pores may be 
completely ?lled. 
[0031] Conformality is determined by methods such as 
transmission electron microscopy (TEM) that have resolution 
of 10 nm or beloW. LoWer resolution techniques cannot dis 
tinguish conformal from non-conformal coatings at this 
scale. The surface is preferably coated by the ceramic layer 
substantially Without pinholes or defects. 
[0032] The ceramic coating is preferably deposited in an 
Atomic Layer Deposition (ALD) process. A suitable ALD 
process for depositing nanocoatings is described in US. Pat. 
Nos. 6,613,383, 6,713,177, U. S. Published Patent Applica 
tion No. 2004/0224087 and WO 03/008186A1. In the ALD 
process, the coating-forming reaction is conducted as a series 
of (typically) tWo half-reactions. In each of these half-reac 
tions, a single reagent is introduced into contact With the 
substrate surface. Conditions are such that the reagent is in the 
form of a gas. The reagent deposits on the surface of the 
substrate. In most cases it reacts With functional groups on the 
surface of the substrate and becomes bound to the substrate. 
Because the reagent is a gas, it permeates into pores in the 
substrate and deposits onto the interior surfaces of the pores 
as Well as onto the exterior surfaces of the substrate. Excess 
amounts of the reagent are then removed, Which helps to 
prevent the groWth of undesired, larger inclusions of the coat 
ing material. Each remaining half-reaction is then conducted 
in turn, each time introducing a single reagent, alloWing it to 
react at the surface of the particle, and removing excess reac 
tant before introducing the next reagent. Usually, a carrier gas 
is used to introduce the reagents, and the reaction chamber 
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usually is sWept With the carrier gas betWeen successive 
reagent introductions to help remove excess reagents and 
gaseous reaction products. A vacuum may be pulled betWeen 
successive dosings of reagents, in order to further remove 
excess reagents and gaseous reaction products. 
[0033] Atomic layer controlled groWth techniques permit 
the deposition of coatings of about 0.1 to 5 angstroms in 
thickness per reaction cycle, and thus provide a means of 
extremely ?ne control over coating thickness. Thicker coat 
ings can be prepared by repeating the reaction sequence to 
sequentially deposit additional layers of the coating material 
until the desired coating thickness is achieved. 
[0034] A convenient method for applying the coating to a 
particulate substrate is to form a ?uidized bed of the particles, 
and then pass the various reagents in turn through the ?uid 
iZed bed under reaction conditions. Methods of ?uidiZing 
particulate materials are Well knoWn, and generally include 
supporting the particles on a porous plate or screen. A ?uid 
iZing gas is passed upWardly through the plate or screen, 
lifting the particles someWhat and expanding the volume of 
the bed. With appropriate expansion, the particles behave 
much as a ?uid. Fluid (gaseous or liquid) reagents can be 
introduced into the bed for reaction With the surface of the 
particles. In this invention, the ?uidiZing gas also can act as an 
inert purge gas for removing unreacted reagents and volatile 
or gaseous reaction products. 
[0035] In addition, the reactions can be conducted at par 
ticle surfaces in a rotating cylindrical vessel or a rotating tube. 
This method is particularly suitable for continuous processes. 
[0036] Reaction conditions are selected mainly to meet 
three criteria. The ?rst criterion is that the reagents are gas 
eous under the conditions of the reaction. Therefore, tempera 
ture and pressure conditions are selected such that the reac 
tants are volatiliZed. The second criterion is one of reactivity. 
Conditions, particularly temperature, are selected such that 
the desired reaction betWeen the ?lm-forming reagents (or, at 
the start of the reaction, the ?rst-introduced reagent and the 
particle surface) occurs at a commercially reasonable rate. 
The third criterion is that the substrate is thermally stable, 
from a chemical standpoint and from a physical standpoint. 
The substrate should not degrade or react at the process tem 
perature, other than a possible reaction on surface functional 
groups With one of the ALD precursors at the early stages of 
the process. Similarly, the substrate should not melt or soften 
at the process temperature, so that the physical geometry, 
especially pore structure, of the substrate is maintained. The 
reactions are generally performed at temperatures from about 
270 to 1000 K, preferably from 290 to 450 K, With speci?c 
temperatures in each case being beloW the temperature at 
Which the substrate melts, softens or degrades. 
[0037] BetWeen successive dosings of the reagents, the par 
ticles are subjected to conditions suf?cient to remove reaction 
products and unreacted reagents. This can be done, for 
example, by subjecting the particles to a high vacuum, such as 
about 10-5 Torr or greater, after each reaction step. Another 
method of accomplishing this, Which is more readily appli 
cable for industrial application, is to sWeep the particles With 
an inert purge gas betWeen the reaction steps. This purge gas 
can also act as a ?uidiZing medium for the particles and as a 
carrier for the reagents. 
[0038] Several techniques are useful for monitoring the 
progress of the reaction. For example, vibrational spectro 
scopic studies can be performed using transmission Fourier 
transform infrared techniques. The deposited coatings can be 
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examined using in situ spectroscopic ellipsometry. Atomic 
force microscopy studies can be used to characterize the 
roughness of the coating relative to that of the surface of the 
substrate. X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy and x-ray dif 
fraction can be used to do depth-pro?ling and ascertain the 
crystallographic structure of the coating. 
[0039] Aluminum oxide coatings are conveniently depos 
ited using trimethylaluminum and Water as the precursors, as 
illustrated by reaction sequence Al/Bl. The illustrated reac 
tions are not balanced, and are only intended to shoW the 
reactions at the surface of the substrate (i.e., not inter- or 
intralayer reactions). 

Substrate-XH*+A1(CH3)3—>Substrate—XiAl*i 
CH3+CH4 (precursor reaction) 

[0040] In reactions Al/ B l, X is typically oxygen, nitrogen 
or sulfur, and the asterisk (*) represents the surface species at 
Which the next half-reaction can occur. An aluminum oxide 
?lm is built up by repeating reactions Al and B l in alternating 
fashion, until the desired coating thickness is achieved. Alu 
minum oxide ?lms tend to groW at a rate of approximately 0.3 
nm/cycle using this reaction sequence. 
[0041] Titanium oxide coatings are conveniently deposited 
using titanium tetrachloride and Water and/or hydrogen per 
oxide as the precursors, as illustrated by reaction sequence 
A2/B2. As before, the illustrated reactions are not balanced, 
and are only intended to shoW the reactions at the surface of 
the particles (i.e., not inter- or intralayer reactions). 

Substrate-XH*+TiCl4—>Substrate-XiTi*4Cl3+HCl 
(precursor reaction) 

Substrate—XiTi*4OH+TiCl4—>Substrate—XiTii 
OiTi*4Cl3+HCl (B2) 

[0042] In reactions A2/ B2, X is typically oxygen, nitrogen 
or sulfur, and the asterisk (*) represents the surface species at 
Which the next half-reaction can occur. A titanium oxide ?lm 
is built up by repeating reactions A2 and B2 in alternating 
fashion, until the desired coating thickness is achieved. Tita 
nium oxide ?lms tend to groW at a rate of approximately 
0.05-0.l nm/cycle using this reaction sequence. 
[0043] The coated substrate can be used as all or a portion 
of a Wide variety of implanted devices. These include, for 
example, devices such as stents, catheters, synthetic blood 
vessels, arti?cial joints, bone rods, screWs, implanted dental 
devices, pacemaker or de?brillator housings or leads, as vari 
ous types of implanted protheses, and the like. 
[0044] The coated substrate of the invention is particularly 
useful as a tissue engineering scaffold. The tissue engineering 
scaffold is useful for making arti?cial tissues of various types. 
[0045] Arti?cial tissues are produced according to the 
invention by attaching living cells to the coated substrate, 
Which serves as the tissue engineering scaffold. As men 
tioned, the tissue engineering scaffold is preferably porous, 
and the interior surfaces of the pores are preferably substan 
tially entirely coated With the ceramic coating as described 
before. Living cells can be attached to the tissue engineering 
scaffold in any convenient manner, including those methods 
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described in Us. Pat. No. 7,338,517. Generally, a suspension 
of the cells in a culture medium is placed in contact With the 
tissue engineering scaffold, and the cells are then cultured in 
vitro in the presence of the scaffold. The cell suspension 
generally is a medium Which promotes groWth of the cells. 
Culturing conditions Will of course depend on the particular 
cells, but for mammalian cells the temperature of the medium 
should closely approximate the normal body temperature of 
the particular mammal that supplied the cells. For humans, 
this temperature is about 37° C. 
[0046] The cells may attach to the exterior surfaces of the 
tissue engineering scaffold, in the pores of the tissue engi 
neering scaffold, or both. 
[0047] The cells can be from any living organism, but pref 
erably are mammalian cells and more preferably are human 
cells. In especially preferred embodiments, the cells are taken 
from the speci?c individual in Which the arti?cial tissue Will 
be implanted. This tends to minimiZe tissue rejection and 
similar complications. 
[0048] The living cells may be, for example, myocyte pre 
cursor cells, cardiac myocytes, skeletal myocytes, satellite 
cells, ?broblasts, cardiac ?broblasts, chondrocytes, osteo 
blasts, endothelial cells, epithelial cells, embryonic stem 
cells, hematopoietic stem cells, neuronal cells, mesenchymal 
stem cells, anchorage-dependent cell precursors, or combi 
nations thereof. TWo or more different types of cells can be 
attached to the tissue engineering scaffold. 
[0049] The resulting arti?cial tissue can be implanted into 
an animal body to repair or replace diseased, injured, dam 
aged or malformed tissues. The animal is typically mamma 
lian and preferably human. Typically, the arti?cial tissue is 
implanted surgically, but the arti?cial tissue in some instances 
can be implanted by injection, and in other cases, such as 
arti?cial epidermal tissue, the arti?cial tissue can be 
implanted by being contacted With an open Wound. No spe 
cial techniques are necessary to implant the arti?cial tissue of 
the invention. Among the types of treatment that can be per 
formed using the arti?cial tissue are replacement of vessels 
such as coronary arteries; physiologic tubular structures such 
as ureters, veins, lymph channels, GI tract components and 
the like; repair of injured or diseased bone; repair of damaged 
nervous tissues, repair or replacement of connective tissues 
such as ligaments and tendons, correction of impaired cardiac 
function, repair or replacement of damaged or diseased skin 
tissue; repair of muscle tissue; hernia repairs, repair of endo 
crine tissues and/or lymphatic tissues, repair or replacement 
of cartilage, and the like. 
[0050] The arti?cial tissue canbe engineered to contain and 
release pharmacologic agents such as cytokines. These agents 
may affect cell proliferation, development, migration, differ 
entiation or activity, as appropriate for the speci?c applica 
tion. Phar'macologic agents of these types include, for 
example, epidermal groWth factor, vascular endothelial 
groWth factor, ?broblast groWth factor, erythropoietin, 
hematopoietic cell groWth factor, platelet-derived groWth fac 
tor, stem cell factors, bone morphogenic protein, ?bronectin, 
transforming groWth factors alpha and beta, nerve groWth 
factor, and neurotrophins. 
[0051] The ceramic-coated substrates of the invention 
exhibit good adhesion to apatite, Which suggests that these 
materials Will be very useful in replacing or repairing bone 
structures. Similarly, proteins tend to adhere Well to the 
ceramic-coated substrates, Which suggests that they Will 
exhibit good adhesion to cellular material in vivo. 
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[0052] If the substrate is biodegradable, such that it can be 
broken doWn in the body to form innocuous products, it is 
possible that the ceramic-coated substrate Will be similarly 
biodegradable, except for the ceramic coating. Because the 
ceramic coating is extremely thin, it may be susceptible to 
cracking or the formation of other defects in the body, Which 
alloW the underlying substrate to be exposed to body ?uids 
and be biodegraded. In such as case, the substrate Will biode 
grade normally, although the rate at Which it biodegrades may 
be signi?cantly loWer than that of the uncoated material. The 
ceramic coating may tend to remain attached to the oligo 
meric materials that form as the polymer becomes biode 
graded. In that case, the ceramic portion of the material can be 
excreted from the body through normal biological pathWays. 
The ceramic coating may instead remain in the body after the 
substrate has degraded. This is not considered to represent a 
problem, because the ceramic coating is generally biocom 
patible, and because the amount of ceramic material is very 
small due to the extremely thin ?lms that are present. 
[0053] The folloWing examples are provided to illustrate 
coating processes applicable to making the particles of the 
invention. These examples are not intended to limit the scope 
of the inventions. All parts and percentages are by Weight 
unless otherWise indicated. 

Example 1 

[0054] Macroporous poly(styrene-divinylbenzene) (PS 
DVB) particles (~85% porosity, 8-10 cm3/g pore volume, 
43.5 mZ/g surface area, 70 kg/M3 particle density and ~600 
um diameter) are coated With different thickness of aluminum 
oxide ?lms by alternating exposure of deionized Water and 
trimethylaluminum (TMA) in a vibrating ?uidized bed reac 
tor. The ?uidized bed is 3.5 cm in diameter. There is a metal 
disc With 10 um pores in the middle of the reactor Which 
serves as the dosing header. The reactor is encased by a 
clamshell-type furnace and bolted to a platform that rests on 
four large springs. The reactor is maintained at loW pressure 
using a vacuum pump, and the dosing header can also be 
pumped doWn directly using a smaller separate pump. A 
vibration system is used to overcome some of the interparticle 
attractive forces and improve the quality of ?uidization. High 
purity nitrogen gas is used as the purge gas to remove unre 
acted precursor and any by-products formed during the reac 
tion. The nitrogen ?oW rate is controlled by a mass ?oW 
controller. Piezoelectric transducers are located beloW the 
distributor plate and at the outlet of the reactor column to 
measure the pressure drop across the bed of the particles. All 
valves used to provide the transient dosing are computer 
controlled. A mass spectrometer is connected to the reactor to 
track the reaction so that the dose time of precursors can be 
optimized. 
[0055] ~4 g of the macroporous polymer particles are 
loaded into the reactor. The pressure inside the reactor is 
reduced to ~50 mtorr, and the particles are outgassed for 24 
hours. The temperature inside the reactor is adjusted to 330 C. 
and maintained at that temperature throughout the ALD reac 
tion sequence. Nitrogen gas is fed in to provide a minimum 
?uidization super?cial gas velocity of 0.8 cm/ s determined by 
measuring the pressure drop across the bed versus the N2 
super?cial gas velocity. Trimethylaluminum (TMA) and 
deionized H2O are fed separately in alternating fashion 
through the distributor of the reactorusing the driving force of 
their vapor pressures. The ?oW rates of TMA and H20 are 
adjusted using needle valves to ensure that a precursor pres 
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sure (~3 torr) is high enough in each case to ?uidize the 
particles. The dosing sequence for each cycle is TMA dose, 
nitrogen purge, evacuation to 50 mtorr, Water dose, nitrogen 
purge, evacuation to 50 mtorr. TMA and Water dose times are 
each 60 seconds. 25 reaction cycles are performed. 
[0056] TEM samples are prepared by crushing the coated 
macroporous particles and placing micron-sized pieces on 
holey-carbon ?lms supported on Cu grids. Z-contrast imag 
ing of the coated samples is performed using a JEOL 2010F 
200 kV Schottky ?eld emission transmission electron micro 
scope operating in the scanning transmission electron micros 
copy (STEM) mode With an electron probe size of 0.2 nm. 
[0057] The aluminum oxide ?lms appear very uniform and 
smooth. The thickness of the aluminum oxide ?lms is ~7 nm, 
Which represents a groWth rate of ~0.3 nm per coating cycle at 
this experimental condition. 
[0058] Samples are prepared for cross-sectional TEM by 
cutting epoxy resin cured porous polymer at the temperature 
of —1000 C. using a diamond knife. The cross sectional TEM 
image of the aluminum oxide-coated macroporous polymer 
particles is shoWn in FIG. 1. The black “threads” that appear 
in FIG. 1 are aluminum oxide ?lms on the surface of the 
polymer pores. The aluminum oxide ?lms appear very uni 
form and smooth. There are no aluminum oxide ?lms on the 
Walls of some pores. In these cases, the aluminum oxide ?lms 
are believed to have been peeled off during the cutting pro 
cess. 

[0059] The deposition of aluminum oxide ?lms inside the 
pore structure is further con?rmed by FESEM and EDS mea 
surements. FESEM specimens are prepared by cutting the 
coated particles using a Super Gillette blue blade. The EDS 
mapping signal illustrates the presence of aluminum oxide 
throughout the inner surface of the porous particles, Which 
con?rms the presence of aluminum oxide ?lms are distrib 
uted homogeneously on the polymer surface and on the inside 
of the pores. 

Example 2 

[0060] Titanium oxide ?lms are deposited on macroporous 
polymer particles in the same general manner as described in 
Example 1. The ALD precursors in this case are TiCl4 and a 
50% by Weight solution of H202 in H2O. The reaction tem 
perature is 1000 C., Which is still much loWer than the soft 
ening/melting point of the porous polymer particles. Before 
the reaction, the particles are outgassed at 1000 C. for 24 
hours. 50 reaction cycles are performed. Z-contrast imaging 
of the titanium oxide coated polymer particles shoW that the 
titanium oxide ?lms are very uniform and smooth, and have a 
thickness of 3 nm, Which represents a groWth rate of 0.06 nm 
per coating cycle at this experimental condition. Titanium 
oxide ?lms are conformally groWn on internal and external 
polymer particle surfaces. 
Viability Testing of the Coated Porous Polymer Particles 
from Examples 1 and 2 
[0061] Uncoated macroporous polymer particles and 
coated particles from Example 1 and 2 are separately 
extracted for one Week in cell groWth media (30 mg particles/ 
mL media) (Dulbecco’s Modi?ed Eagle’s Medium (Invitro 
gen) supplemented With 10% fetal bovine serum (FBS, Invit 
rogen)). The groWth media is then removed from the particles 
and various dilutions are prepared. The dilutions correspond 
to extractions using particle concentrations of 30 (undiluted), 
10, 5, 1, 0.5 and 0.1 mg/mL. 
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[0062] NIH/3T3 (ATCC) ?broblast cells are plated at 104 
cells/Well and cultured in the Wells of a 96 Well tissue culture 
treated plate. Cells are allowed to attach for 1 day. Thereafter, 
the culture medium in each Well is replaced With the extract 
from the uncoated polymer particles or that from Example 1 
or Example 2, at the various dilutions speci?ed above. Cells 
are then cultured for 3 days in the presence of the extractant. 
Controls are cultured in normal cell groWth media. Cell 
viability is determined by the 3-(4,5-Dimethyl-2-thiaZolyl) 
2,5-diphenyl-2H-tetraZolium bromide (MTT) colorimetric 
assay method, Which depends on the ability of viable cells to 
metaboliZe a Water-soluble yelloW dye to a Water-insoluble 
purple dye. At all dilution levels tested, cell viability in the 
extracts from Example 1 and Example 2 coated particles is 
similar to cell viability in the extract from the uncoated poly 
mer particles. Cell viability is ~50-60% When the cell is 
cultured in extracts from the aluminum oxide- and titanium 
oxide-coated samples that correspond to concentrations from 
0.1 to 10 mg/mL of the particles in the medium. 

Apatite Formation on Aluminum Oxide and Titanium Oxide 
Coated Porous Polymer Particles 

[0063] In vitro bioactivity studies of the composite are 
assessed by immersion in a simulated body ?uid (SBF) for 
different periods of time. Coated particles obtained in 
Examples 1 and 2 are separately incubated in a simulated 
body ?uid (SBF) that is prepared by dissolving NaCl, 
NaHCO3, KCl, K2HPO4.3H2O, MgCl2.6H2O, CaCl2, and 
NaZSO4 in deionized Water and buffering at a pH value of 7.3 
at 37° C. With tri-(hydroxymethyl)aminomethane [(CHZOH) 
3CNH2] and hydrochloric acid (HCl). The resulting ion con 
centrations are nearly equal to those of human blood plasma. 
The SBF solution is changed every 2~3 days.Af‘ter incubation 
at 37° C. for one or tWo Weeks, polymer particles are removed 
from SBF, rinsed gently With deioniZed Water tWice, and 
vacuum dried overnight. 
[0064] FESEM examination of the resulting samples shoW 
changes in the appearance and microstructure of the materials 
after 1 and 2 Weeks of incubation in SBF. FIG. 2a, 2b and 20, 
respectively, are FESEM images of Example 1 particles 
before incubation, after incubation for one Week, and after 
incubation for tWo Weeks. As shoWn in FIG. 2b, after one 
Week, the surface of the particle becomes rough and some 
small particles are formed on the surface. This indicates the 
formation of stoichiometric or non-stoichiometric bone-like 
apatite. After 2 Weeks, the amount of bone-like apatite greatly 
increases, as shoWn in FIG. 20. At that point, nanoscale bone 
like apatite particles are homogeneously dispersed on the 
particle surface and the formed particles seem to be Well 
bonded to the substrate surface, as shoWn in FIG. 20. The 
particle surface appears considerably rougher compared to 
the particle surface before apatite formation. Energy disper 
sive spectrometry (EDS) is performed to analyZe the compo 
sition of the ?lms formed on the composite surface of the 
sample that has been incubated for tWo Weeks. The EDS 
spectrum shoWs that a considerable amount of calcium and 
phosphorus is present, typical of bone-like apatite. 
[0065] FIGS. 3a, 3b and 3c are FESEM images of coated 
Example 2 particles after Zero, one Week, and tWo Weeks, 
respectively, incubation in SBF. As shoWn in FIG. 3b, after 
one Week, the surface of the particle becomes rough and some 
small particles are formed, Which clearly indicates the forma 
tion of stoichiometric or non-stoichiometric bone-like apa 
tite. After 2 Weeks, the amount of bone-like apatite greatly 
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increases, and nanoscale bone-like apatite particles are homo 
geneously dispersed on the particle surface. The formed par 
ticles seem to be Well-bonded to the substrate surface, as 
shoWn in FIG. 30. An EDS spectrum of the ?lms again con 
?rms that a considerable amount of calcium and phosphorus 
is present in the ?lms. 
[0066] The grain siZe of apatite formed on Example 2 par 
ticles is much larger than the siZe of those formed on the 
Example 1 particles, Which indicates that the titanium oxide 
surface more greatly favors the groWth of apatite and that the 
groWth rate of apatite on titanium oxide ?lms is much faster 
than on aluminum oxide ?lms. 

[0067] By contrast, apatite formation on the uncoated start 
ing polymer particles under the same conditions is very sloW. 
After tWo Weeks of incubation in SBF, there is no homoge 
neous distribution of bone-like apatite and EDS analysis indi 
cates only trace amounts of calcium and phosphorus are 
present in the ?lms. 
[0068] To ensure that apatite has been formed Within the 
pores of the Example 1 and Example 2 particles, FESEM 
specimens are prepared by cutting the coated particles using 
a Super Gillette blue blade. Phosphorus and calcium EDS 
indicates the presence of apatite throughout the inner surface 
of the coated particles, con?rming that apatite is formed 
inside the pores as Well as on the polymer surface. 

Protein Adsorption on Aluminum Oxide and Titanium Oxide 
Coated Particles 

[0069] The protein adsorption of the Example 1 and 
Example 2 particles, as Well as the uncoated starting polymer 
particles, is evaluated using fetal bovine serum (PBS). The 
aluminum oxide and titanium oxide coated PS-DVB particles 
are separately incubated in PBS at 37° C. for 24 hours. The 
particles are then removed, rinsed gently With distilled Water 
tWice, and freeZe dried. The amount of protein adsorbed on 
the particles is estimated by analyZing the nitrogen signal 
using a PHI 5600 physical electronics X-ray photoelectron 
spectroscope @(PS) With a high-energy resolution analyZer. 
[0070] The Example 1 and Example 2 particles each shoW 
a signi?cantly greater nitrogen signal than the uncoated par 
ticles, indicating a signi?cantly greater protein absorption. 
The titanium oxide-coated particles of Example 2 shoW much 
more protein absorption by this test than do the aluminum 
oxide-coated particles of Example 1. These results indicate 
that the aluminum oxide and titanium oxide-coated polymer 
particles may have better cell adhesion, Which is important for 
bone tissue engineering applications. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A porous tissue engineering scaffold comprising a 

porous polymer having a ceramic coating adherent to the 
surface of the porous polymer, Wherein the ceramic coating 
has a thickness of from about 1 to 100 nanometers and sub 
stantially covers the external surface of the porous polymer 
and internal surfaces of the pores. 

2. The porous tissue engineering scaffold of claim 1, 
Wherein the ceramic coating is deposited on the porous poly 
mer via an atomic layer deposition process. 

3. The porous tissue engineering scaffold of claim 2, 
Wherein the ceramic coating is an aluminum oxide coating, a 
titanium oxide coating or both an aluminum oxide and a 
titanium oxide coating. 

4. The porous tissue engineering scaffold of claim 3, 
Wherein the ceramic coating is from 1 to 20 nanometers thick. 
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5. An arti?cial tissue comprising living cells attached to the 
porous tissue engineering scaffold of claim 1. 

6. An arti?cial tissue comprising living cells attached to the 
porous tissue engineering scaffold of claim 2. 

7. An arti?cial tissue comprising living cells attached to the 
porous tissue engineering scaffold of claim 3. 

8. An arti?cial tissue comprising living cells attached to the 
porous tissue engineering scaffold of claim 4. 

9. A method for producing an arti?cial tissue, comprising 
(a) forming a tissue engineering scaffold by applying a 
ceramic coating to the external surface and the internal sur 
faces of the pores of a porous polymer via an atomic layer 
deposition process such that the ceramic coating has a thick 
ness of from 1 to 100 nanometers and (b) groWing cells in the 
presence of the tissue engineering scaffold such that living 
cells become attached to the tissue engineering scaffold. 
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1 0. A method for repairing or replacing tissue in a mammal, 
comprising implanting an arti?cial tissue of claim 5 to a living 
mammal. 

1 1 . A method for repairing or replacing tissue in a mammal, 
comprising implanting an arti?cial tissue produced in accor 
dance With claim 9 to a living mammal. 

12. An implantable medical device, comprising a substrate 
material having a ceramic coating adherent to the surface of 
the substrate material, Wherein the ceramic coating has a 
thickness of from about 1 to 100 nanometers and substantially 
covers the surfaces of the substrate material. 

13. An arti?cial tissue comprising living cells attached to 
the implantable medical device of claim 12. 

* * * * * 


