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grated circuits de?ning an elongate printing Zone of at least 
914 mm, each printhead integrated circuit incorporating a 
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operation thereof. The ejection noZZles and control circuitry 
are con?gured so that the printhead integrated circuits are 
controlled by the control circuitry to print at least 1200 dots 
per inch. 
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PRINTHEAD FOR WIDE FORMAT HIGH 
RESOLUTION PRINTING 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] The present application is a continuation of US. 
application Ser. No. 11/478,588 ?led on Jul. 3, 2006, Which is 
a continuation of US. application Ser. No. 11/231,875 ?led 
on Sep. 22, 2005, noW issued US. Pat. No. 7,172,265, Which 
is a continuation of US. application Ser. No. 11/082,932 ?led 
on 18 Mar. 2005, noW issued as US. Pat. No. 7,008,041, 
Which is a continuation of US. application Ser. No. 10/743, 
759 ?led on Dec. 24, 2003, noW issued as US. Pat. No. 
6,916,082 Which is a continuation-in-part of US. application 
Ser. No. 10/120,351 ?led onApr. 12, 2002, noWissued as US. 
Pat. No. 6,672,706, Which is a continuation-in-part of US. 
application Ser. No. 09/112,767 ?led on Jul. 10, 1998, now 
US. Pat. No. 6,416,167, the entire contents of Which are 
herein incorporated by reference. 
The following United States applications and patents are 
hereby incorporated by reference: 

6,227,652 6,213,588 6,213,589 6,231,163 6,247,795 
6,394,581 6,244,691 6,257,704 6,416,168 6,220,694 
6,257,705 6,247,794 6,234,610 6,247,793 6,264,306 
6,241,342 6,247,792 6,264,307 6,254,220 6,234,611 
6,302,528 6,283,582 6,239,821 6,338,547 6,247,796 
6,390,603 6,362,843 6,293,653 6,312,107 6,227,653 
6,234,609 6,238,040 6,188,415 6,227,654 6,209,989 
6,247,791 6,336,710 6,217,153 6,416,167 6,243,113 

6,309,048 6,420,196 6,443,558 6,439,689 6,378,989 
6,406,129 6,505,916 6,457,809 6,457,812 6,428,133 
6,362,868, 6,443,555 6,634,735 6,557,977 6,623,101 

FIELD OF THE N VENTION 

[0002] This invention relates to a Wide format pageWidth 
inkjet printer. More particularly, this invention relates to a 
printing mechanism for a Wide format pageWidth inkjet 
printer and to a Wide format pageWidth inkj et printer. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] High volume, high resolution printing is an objec 
tive that has been sought by the manufacturers of Wide format 
printers for some time. Wide format printers have been avail 
able to the public for many years. Examples of popular Wide 
format printers are the HeWlett Packard (HP) 1000/5000, the 
HP 3000/3500, the Epson 7000/10 000 and many others. 
[0004] These printers all have a traversing printhead that 
traverses a print medium While depositing ink on the medium. 
Applicant believes that these printers suffer from inherent 
disadvantages, particularly When attempts are made to utiliZe 
the design of such printers in order to achieve faster printing 
speeds at high resolutions. 
[0005] Central to the problem of achieving high printing 
speeds is the ability to achieve a printhead that is capable of 
generating the necessary number of ink dots at a suitable rate. 
Further, in order to achieve accurate printing, it is desirable 
that a roW or band of the image be created in as little print 
cycles as possible, and preferably in a single print cycle. It 
folloWs that it is undesirable for a traversing printhead to be 
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used in an attempt to achieve high print speeds and that a 
single printhead incorporating a suitable number of inkjet 
noZZles is required. 
[0006] Thermal printheads also referred to as bubble jet 
printheads and pieZoelectric printheads have been available 
for some time. These suffer from excessive heat build up and 
energy consumption and have therefore been found by the 
applicant to not be suitable for use in a pageWidth con?gura 
tion. A number of disadvantages associated With such print 
heads are set out in US. Pat. No. 6,443,555. 
[0007] The applicant has developed a printhead chip that is 
capable of producing images having a resolution as high as 
1600 dpi. These chips are manufactured using integrated 
circuit fabrication techniques. Details of the chips are pro 
vided in the above referenced applications and patents. Appli 
cant believes that these printhead chips are extremely suitable 
for use in Wide format printers. The reason for this is that such 
chips operate at extremely high speeds due to the large num 
ber of noZZle arrangements required in a single chip and due 
to the fact that such chips can be driven at an extremely high 
cyclical rate. The Applicant has been faced With a number of 
di?iculties in order to achieve the effective use of such print 
head chips in Wide format printers. One particular dif?culty 
identi?ed by the Applicant is the effective control of a number 
of such printhead chips to achieve accurate printing. This 
control must incorporate the use of effective image process 
ing tools that are capable of processing stored images at a rate 
that corresponds With the physical rate of printing achievable 
by a number of the above printhead chips. 
[0008] Another dif?culty that faces the manufacturers of 
Wide format printers are the problems associated With heat 
build up. This can often result in the necessity for expensive 
heat extraction devices that add to the complexity of the 
printer. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] According to a ?rst aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a printing mechanism that comprises 
[0010] an elongate support structure; 
[0011] a pair of busbars that are mounted on the support 
structure; 
[0012] a plurality of printed circuit boards that are mounted 
on the support structure to be electrically connected to the 
busbars, each printed circuit board including print engine 
control circuitry that is con?gured to control operation of a 
number of printhead chips; 
[0013] a plurality of ink distribution structures that are 
mounted on the support structure and connectable to a supply 
of ink; and 
[0014] a plurality of printhead modules that are mounted on 
respective ink distribution structures, each printhead module 
having a carrier and a printhead chip positioned on the carrier, 
each printhead chip having a plurality of noZZle arrangements 
that are positioned on a Wafer substrate, each noZZle arrange 
ment incorporating a micro-electromechanical actuator for 
ejecting ink from a noZZle chamber, and being mounted on a 
respective ink distribution assembly, a number of the print 
head chips being connected to the print engine control cir 
cuitry such that each noZZle arrangement can receive data 
signals from the print engine control circuitry. 
[0015] The support structure may include an elongate chas 
sis that is interposed betWeen a pair of end supports, the 
chassis being shaped to support the printed circuit boards on 
one side of the chassis and the ink distribution structures on 
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another side of the chassis, With the busbars interposed 
betWeen the printed circuit boards and said one side of the 
chassis. 
[0016] Each printhead module may include a ?exible 
printed circuit board that interconnects the printhead chip to 
the control circuitry. 
[0017] The print engine control circuitry of each printed 
circuit board may be de?ned by an integrated circuit. 
[0018] The support structure may include a channel mem 
ber that is mounted on the chassis and the ink distribution 
structures may be positioned in a channel de?ned by the 
channel member. 
[0019] Each ink distribution structure may de?ne a plural 
ity of ink reservoirs that extend through the ink distribution 
structure such that ink reservoirs extend a length of the chan 
nel member When the ink distribution structures are posi 
tioned in the channel. The printing mechanism may include a 
connecting assembly that is mounted on an endmost ink dis 
tribution structure to permit a plurality of ink conduits to be 
connected to the endmo st ink distribution structure With each 
conduit being in ?uid communication With a respective ink 
reservoir. 
[0020] According to a second aspect of the invention, there 
is provided a print assembly for a Wide format pageWidth 
inkjet printer, the print assembly comprising 
[0021] an elongate carrier that is mountable on a support 
structure of the printer and is positioned an operative distance 
from a platen of the printer; 
[0022] a number of printhead chips that are mounted on the 
carrier, the printhead chips being provided in a number and 
con?guration such that the printhead chips de?ne a printing 
Zone betWeen the carrier and the platen, the printing Zone 
having a length of at least 36 inches (914 mm), each printhead 
chip being of the type that incorporates a plurality of noZZle 
arrangements, each noZZle arrangement being in the form of 
a micro electromechanical system to achieve the ejection of 
ink from the noZZle arrangement; and 
[0023] control circuitry that is positioned on the carrier and 
is operatively connected to the printhead chips to control 
operation of the printhead chips. 
[0024] According to a third aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a Wide format pageWidth inkjet printer that com 
prises 

[0025] a support structure; 
[0026] a platen positioned in the support structure; 
[0027] a print assembly positioned operatively With respect 
to the platen, the print assembly comprising 

[0028] an elongate carrier that is mounted on the support 
structure of the printer and is positioned an operative 
distance from the platen; 

[0029] a number of printhead chips mounted on the car 
rier, the printhead chips being provided in a number and 
con?guration such that the printhead chips de?ne a 
printing Zone betWeen the carrier and the platen, the 
printing Zone having a length of at least 36 inches (914 
mm), each printhead chip being of the type that incor 
porates a plurality of noZZle arrangements, each noZZle 
arrangement being in the form of a micro electrome 
chanical system to achieve the ejection of ink from the 
noZZle arrangement; and 

[0030] control circuitry that is positioned on the carrier 
and is operatively connected to the printhead chips to 
control operation of the printhead chips; and 
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[0031] a feed mechanism that is positioned on the support 
structure for feeding a print medium though the printing Zone. 
[0032] The invention is noW described, by Way of example, 
With reference to the accompanying draWings. The folloWing 
description is not intended to limit the broad scope of the 
above summary. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0033] In the draWings, 
[0034] FIG. 1 shoWs a schematic, three-dimensional vieW 
of part of a printing mechanism of a print assembly, in accor 
dance With the invention, of a printer, also in accordance With 
the invention; 
[0035] FIG. 2 shoWs a front vieW of the printing mechanism 
of FIG. 1; 
[0036] FIG. 3 shoWs a rear vieW of the printing mechanism 
of FIG. 1; 
[0037] FIG. 4 shoWs a three dimensional, external vieW of 
the printer; 
[0038] FIG. 5 shoWs a schematic, three-dimensional vieW 
of operative parts of the printer; 
[0039] FIG. 6 shoWs a schematic, exploded vieW of the 
printer; 
[0040] FIG. 7 shoWs a schematic, side sectioned vieW of a 
portion of the printer incorporating the print assembly; 
[0041] FIG. 8 shoWs an exploded vieW of an operative 
portion of the printing mechanism; 
[0042] FIG. 9 shoWs a cross sectional vieW of an operative 
portion of the printing mechanism; 
[0043] FIG. 10 shoWs a high-level block diagram of an 
image processing apparatus of the print assembly; 
[0044] FIG. 11 shoWs an expanded block diagram of a page 
expansion unit of the image processing apparatus; 
[0045] FIG. 12 shoWs a block diagram of the image pro 
cessing apparatus incorporating the page expansion unit; 
[0046] FIG. 13 shoWs a schematic, three-dimensional vieW 
of part of a printhead chip of the print assembly of the printer, 
shoWing one noZZle arrangement of the printhead chip; and 
[0047] FIG. 14 shoWs a schematic, three-dimensional vieW 
of a printhead module that incorporates a printhead chip. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0048] In FIG. 4, reference numeral 10 generally indicates 
a printer, in accordance With the invention. 
[0049] The printer 10 has a support structure 12 that sup 
ports a print assembly 14, also in accordance With the inven 
tion, above a substrate. The support structure 12 includes a 
pair of spaced feet 16 and a leg 18 extending from each foot 
16. The print assembly 14 is mounted on the legs 18 to span 
the legs 18. 
[0050] A media tray 20 is positioned betWeen the legs 18. 
The media tray 20 is con?gured to store suitable print media, 
such as paper 22. 

[0051] The paper 22 is fed from a media feed mechanism in 
the form of a media roll 166 through the print assembly 14 and 
on to a take up spool 24. An electronics enclosure 26 is also 
positioned betWeen the legs 18 to enclose various electronic 
components that are described beloW. 
[0052] The print assembly 14 includes a lid 28, With a 
handle 30, and a front cover 32. The lid 28 and front cover 32 
are positioned betWeen a pair of end moldings 34. 



US 2009/0303286 A1 

[0053] The print assembly 14 also includes a color TFT 
LCD 36 With touch screen navigation. A stop button 38 is also 
provided to enable a user to stop operation of the print assem 
bly 14. 
[0054] The print assembly 14 and its various components 
are shoWn in further detail in the remaining Figures. 
[0055] In FIGS. 1 to 3, reference numeral 40 generally 
indicates a printing mechanism of the print assembly 14. As 
can be seen in the draWings, the printing mechanism 40 is 
segmented. In particular, the printing mechanism 40 includes 
an image processing apparatus, in accordance With the inven 
tion, that includes nine printed circuit boards (PCB’s) 42 
connected to each other With corresponding connector blocks 
44. 
[0056] The printing mechanism 40 further includes a print 
head 41 having seventy-tWo printhead modules 46. Each PCB 
42 is con?gured to control eight printhead modules 46. It 
folloWs that nine PCB’s 42 are provided. The printhead mod 
ules 46 are described in further detail beloW. 
[0057] Each PCB 42 includes a print engine controller 
(PEC) 48. The PEC’s 48 are also described in further detail 
beloW. 
[0058] Each PCB 42 also includes a memory storage device 
in the form of memory chips and more particularly in the form 
of 64 Mbit external DRAM chips 50. The DRAM chips 50 
cooperate With the PEC 48 in a manner that is described 
beloW. 
[0059] Further, each PCB 42 includes a quality authentica 
tion (QA) chip 52. Details of a suitable QA chip are set out in 
the above referenced U.S. Pat. No. 6,362,868 and are there 
fore not set out in this description. The QA chip 52 serves to 
inhibit unauthorized re?lling of ink in the manner described 
in Us. Pat. No. 6,362,868, in addition to other functions such 
as ensuring the quality of print media used With the printer 10. 
[0060] An endmost PCB 42 includes a serial connector 54 
that permits serial data cables 56 to be connected to the PCB’s 
42. 
[0061] Each PCB 42 is connected to its associated print 
head modules 46 With a ?exible PCB 58. 
[0062] The printing mechanism 40 includes a metal chassis 
60 that extends betWeen a pair of side moldings 61 that are 
positioned in the end moldings 34. The PCB’s 42 are mounted 
on the chassis 60. The chassis 60 has a generally U-shaped 
cross section. A channel 62 of an Invar alloy is positioned on 
the chassis 60. 
[0063] A chassis molding 64 of a plastics material is posi 
tioned on an outside of the chassis 60 and the channel 62. 
Each PCB 42 is mounted on the chassis molding 64. 
[0064] The chassis molding 64 de?nes a pair of recesses 66 
on an outer side of the chassis molding 64. The recesses 66 
extend a length of the chassis molding 64. A busbar 68 is 
positioned in each recess 66. The busbars 68 are con?gured to 
supply electrical poWer to the PCB’s 42. 
[0065] An ink reservoir assembly 70 is positioned in the 
Invar channel 62. The ink reservoir assembly 70 includes an 
ink distribution arrangement 72. Each printhead module 46 is 
positioned on a respective ink distribution arrangement 72. In 
particular, each printhead module 46 is removably mounted 
on its ink distribution arrangement 72 to facilitate removal 
and replacement When necessary. 
[0066] The ink reservoir assembly 70 includes a plurality of 
ink reservoir moldings 76. Each ink reservoir molding 76 
corresponds With an associated printhead module 46. The ink 
reservoir moldings 76 are positioned end-to-end along and 
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Within the Invar channel 62. Each ink reservoir molding 76 
de?nes a plurality of elongate ink channels 74, each accom 
modating a differently colored ink. Thus, effective elongate 
ink channels extend a length of the Invar channel 62. 
[0067] An end cap molding 78 is positioned on an endmost 
ink reservoir molding 76. The end cap molding 78 has a 
plurality of connectors 80 de?ned thereon and in alignment 
With respective ink channels 74 When the end cap molding 78 
is positioned on said endmost ink reservoir molding 76. The 
connectors 80 are connectable to an ink hose connector 82. 
The ink hose connector 82 is, in turn, connected to each of a 
plurality of ink hoses 84. It folloWs that each hose 84 is in ?uid 
communication With a respective ink channel 74. Each hose 
84 supplies the ink reservoir assembly 70 With ink of a par 
ticular color. For example, the hoses 84 can carry Cyan (C), 
Magenta (M),YelloW (Y) and Black (K) inks, respectively. In 
this case, four hoses 84 are provided. Also, each reservoir 
molding 76 de?nes four ink channels 74. Alternatively, the 
hoses 84 can carry Cyan (C), Magenta (M),YelloW (Y), Red 
(R), Green (G) and Blue (B) inks, respectively. In this case, 
six hoses 84 are provided. Also, each reservoir molding 76 
then de?nes six ink channels 74. Instead of six differently 
colored inks, the six hoses 84 can carry CMYK and Infrared 
(IR) inks and a ?xative (F) for high speed printing so that the 
inks can dry rapidly. 
[0068] Each hose 84 is connected to a respective ink con 
tainer 86 (FIG. 5), so that each hose 84 is connected betWeen 
an ink container 86 and a particular ink channel 74. The hoses 
84 are connected to their respective containers 86 With 
T-piece connectors 94 shoWn in FIG. 1. 
[0069] The print assembly 14 includes a plurality of cap 
ping devices 88 that correspond With respective printhead 
modules 46. Each capping device 88 is displaceable betWeen 
an operative position in Which it serves to cap its respective 
printhead module 46, to inhibit drying of ink, and an inopera 
tive position in Which ink can be ejected from the printhead 
module 46. A camshaft 90 is positioned in the chassis 60. A 
translating member 92 interconnects the camshaft 90 and the 
capping devices 88, so that rotational movement of the cam 
shaft 90 results in reciprocal movement of the capping 
devices 88 betWeen their operative and inoperative positions. 
[0070] The camshaft 90 is driven With a suitable motor, 
indicated generally at 96 in FIG. 5. 
[0071] Further detail of the print assembly 14 is shoWn in 
FIG. 7. As can be seen in this draWing, the front cover 32, the 
lid 28 and a rear cover 98 together de?ne a housing 100 for the 
print assembly 14. 
[0072] A plurality of ink cartridges 102 is positioned 
beneath the lid 28. Each ink cartridge 102 stores one of the 
inks mentioned above. Each ink cartridge 102 is positioned 
betWeen a pair of clips 104 so that it can be replaced When 
necessary. Each ink cartridge 102 and a respective ink reser 
voir 86 are in ?uid communication With each other, When the 
ink cartridge 102 is received betWeen the clips 104. 
[0073] A pair of platens, in the form of an upper platen 106 
and a loWer platen 108 is positioned Within the housing 100. 
A pair of spaced primary rollers in the form of an upper 
primary roller 110 and a loWer primary roller 112 is provided 
to displace the paper 22 through the print assembly 14. The 
upper roller 110 is positioned at an upper end of the platens 
106, 108, While the loWer roller 112 is positioned betWeen the 
platens 106, 108. The rollers 110, 112 are con?gured to drive 
a sheet of the paper 22 over, consecutively, an inner surface of 
the loWer platen 108 and an outer surface of the upper platen 
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106. Thus, the paper 22 passes over the upper roller 110, 
while the lower roller 112 is positioned between upwardly 
and downwardly moving portions of the paper 22. 
[0074] A brush 114 is pivotally mounted at 116 to the 
housing 100. The brush 114 has an arcuate transverse pro?le 
that corresponds with the upper primary roller 1 1 0. The brush 
114 is positioned in the housing 100 so that the paper 22 can 
pass between the brush 114 and the housing 100. 
[0075] A pinch roller 118 is positioned downstream of the 
brush 114 to bear against the upper primary roller 110. Thus, 
when the paper 22 is displaced from between the brush 114 
and the upper primary roller 110, the pinch roller 118 retains 
the paper 22 against lateral movement. 
[0076] The upper platen 106 de?nes an upper printing Zone 
120 and a lower cutting Zone 122. A gap 124 is de?ned 
between the upper and lower printing Zones 120, 122. A 
plurality of spiked wheels 126 is partially received through 
the gap 124 to engage the paper 22 and the lower primary 
roller 112. A crossbar 128 is operatively positioned with 
respect to the spiked wheels 126 to retain the spiked wheels 
126 in position. The spiked wheels 126 and the pinch roller 
118 are con?gured so that a suitable tension is set up in the 
paper 22 when the paper 22 passes over the printing Zone 120 
of the upper platen 106. 
[0077] The chassis 60 and channel 62 are positioned above 
the printing Zone 120 of the upper platen 106. The chassis 60 
and the channel 62 are connected to a displacement mecha 
nism 129 so that the chassis 60 and channel 62 can be dis 
placed from the printing Zone 120 when necessary. In par 
ticular, the chassis 60 and channel 62 are displaceable 
between an operative position in which the printhead modules 
46 are a distance from the printing Zone 120 that is suitable for 
printing and an inoperative position in which the paper 22 can 
be released from the printing Zone 120. 

[0078] The chassis 60 and channel 62 are connected to the 
pinch roller 118 with suitable metalwork 130. Further, the 
chassis 60 and channel 62 are connected to the crossbar 128. 
It follows that, when the displacement mechanism 129 is 
operated, the pinch roller 118 and the spiked wheels 126 are 
displaced from the upper platen 106 together with the chassis 
60 and the channel 62. 

[0079] The displacement mechanism 129 includes a cam 
shaft 132 and a pusher 134. The pusher 134 is connected to the 
chassis 60 and the channel 62 so that, upon rotation of the 
camshaft 132, the chassis 60 and channel 62 are displaced 
towards and away from the printing Zone of the upper platen 
106. 

[0080] Upper idler rollers 136 are rotatably mounted above 
the upper platen 106 so that the paper 22 is received between 
the upper platen 106 and the upper idler rollers 136. 

[0081] A lower, sprung idler roller 138 is mounted on the 
lower platen 108 to be partially received through a gap 140 
de?ned in the lower platen 108. The sprung idler roller 138 is 
con?gured and positioned to bear against the lower primary 
roller 112. Thus, an upwardly moving portion of the paper 22 
is gripped, and passes between, the lower primary roller 112 
and the sprung idler roller 138. 

[0082] The print assembly 14 includes a cutting mechanism 
142 that is mounted in the housing 100 above the cutting Zone 
122 of the upper platen 106. The cutting mechanism includes 
a cutter 146 that traverses the paper 22 to cut the paper 22. The 
cutting mechanism 142 includes an optical sensor 144 so that 
the cutter 146 can be stopped when it reaches an end of a 
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cutting stroke. The cutting Zone 122 de?nes a cutting forma 
tion 148 that cooperates with the cutter 146 to facilitate cut 
ting of the paper 22. 
[0083] As can be seen in FIG. 6, the print assembly 14 
includes an air impeller 150 and a motor 152 to drive the air 
impeller 150. The air impeller 150 serves to generate an air 
current within the housing 100 for cooling purposes. An air 
?lter 153 is also positioned in the housing 100 to ?lter the air 
passing through the housing 100. The air impeller 150 also 
serves to generate the air current to a suf?cient extent to 
minimize the build up of dust on the printhead modules 46. 
[0084] As can further be seen in FIG. 6, the primary rollers 
110, 112 are connected to a gearbox 154 that is mounted on a 
bracket 156. The gearbox 154 and bracket 156 are positioned 
on one of the legs 18 and covered with one of the end mold 
ings 34. Thus, the primary rollers 110, 112 serve to drive the 
paper 22 through the print assembly 14. 
[0085] A printhead bracket 157 is positioned in the housing 
100 and extends between the legs 18. The printhead bracket 
157 provides a support structure for the chassis 60 and chan 
nel 62. The printhead bracket 157 also provides a support 
structure for the upper idler rollers 136. 
[0086] The housing 100 is shaped to de?ne an opening 158 
for passage of the paper 22 into and out of the print assembly 
14. Feed rollers 162 are rotatably mounted on a tie bar 160 
that extends between the legs 18. The feed rollers 162 are 
positioned so that the paper 22 passes over the feed rollers 162 
when the paper is fed into the print assembly 14. The tie bar 
160 also serves a structural purpose in that it provides struc 
tural rigidity to the printer 10. 
[0087] Discharge rollers 164 are rotatably mounted on the 
upper platen 106. The discharge rollers 164 are positioned so 
that the paper 22 passes over the discharge rollers 164 when 
the paper 22 is fed from the print assembly 14. 
[0088] Both the media roll 166 and the take up spool 24 are 
driven with a media roll drive motor 168 and a take up spool 
drive motor 170, respectively (FIG. 5). 
[0089] The printer 10 includes a power supply unit 172 that 
is positioned in the electronics enclosure 26. The power sup 
ply unit 172 is con?gured to be powered by either a 110V or 
220V power supply. Further, the power supply unit 172 is 
con?gured so that up to 90 Amps can be drawn from the 
power supply unit 172. The power supply unit 172 is con 
nected with power cables 173 to various components of the 
printer 10, such as the various drive motors to supply the 
components with required operational energy. 
[0090] The printer 10 includes an ATX motherboard 174 
that is also positioned in the electronics enclosure 26. A 
printhead interface card 176 is mounted on the motherboard 
174. The printhead interface card 176 is connected to the nine 
PCB’s 42 with suitable data cables 178. Thus, conventional 
print data supplied to the interface card 176 from the moth 
erboard 174 can be converted into a suitable form for reading 
by the various PCB’s 42. 
[0091] The printer 10 includes a hard drive unit 180. Con 
veniently, the hard drive unit 180 can have a capacity of 40 
Gigabytes. This facilitates the storage of entire images to be 
printed. The hard drive unit 180 is connected to the mother 
board 174 in a conventional fashion. The hard drive unit 180 
is a conventional hard drive unit and is therefore capable of 
storing images in any number of formats, such as the well 
known JPEG format. The manner in which the image data is 
read from the hard drive unit 180 is also conventional. As is 
set out below, printing of the images is digitally controlled as 
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a result of the printhead technology utilized in this invention. 
It follows that transferal of image data from the hard drive unit 
180 to the PCB’s 42, via the printhead interface card 176 can 
take place Without the requirement of signi?cant data trans 
formation, in particular, Without the requirement of digital to 
analogue signal conversion. 
[0092] The interface card 176 is also connected to a motor 
and LCD controller PCB 182 to control operation of the 
various drive motors and the TFT LCD. Details of such con 
trol are set out in the above referenced applications and are 
therefore not provided in this description. The motor and 
LCD controller PCB 182 is connected to a cut off sWitch 184 
that is, in turn, connected to the stop button 38 so that opera 
tion of the printer 10 can be halted. 
[0093] As can be seen in FIG. 14, the printhead modules 46 
each include a printhead chip 186. The printhead chip 186 can 
be in the form of any of the printhead chips described in the 
above referenced applications/patents. Each printhead mod 
ule 46 includes a carrier 187 in Which the printhead chip 186 
is positioned. The carrier 187 de?nes a suitable connection 
Zone for the ?exible PCB 58 associated With the printhead 
chip 186. FIG. 13 shoWs a schematic diagram of part of a 
printhead chip 186 that is suitable for use in the printer 10. 
Each printhead module 46 includes What are knoWn as on 
chip ?ducials 258. The on chip ?ducials 258 are essentially in 
the form of markers to facilitate accurate alignment of the 
printhead modules 46 in the print assembly 14. 
[0094] The printhead chip 186 is described in detail in the 
above referenced US. Pat. No. 6,416,167 and Will therefore 
not be described in such detail in this speci?cation. Brie?y, 
hoWever, the chip 186 includes a Wafer substrate 188. A 
CMOS drive circuitry layer 190 is positioned on the Wafer 
substrate 188 and is connected to the ?exible PCB 58. 

[0095] A plurality of noZZle arrangements 210 is positioned 
on the CMOS drive circuitry layer 190. For the purposes of 
convenience, one such noZZle arrangement 210 is shoWn in 
FIG. 13. The printhead chip 186 comprises a multiple repli 
cation of the noZZle arrangement 210 on the Wafer substrate 
188. As set out in the above referenced applications and 
patents, the printhead chip 186 is the product of an integrated 
circuit fabrication technique. Replication of components in 
order to achieve a product is a Well-knoWn feature of such a 
fabrication technique. It folloWs that the printhead chip 186 
can readily be understood by a person of ordinary skill in the 
?eld of chip fabrication. 
[0096] Each noZZle arrangement 210 includes a thermal 
bend actuator 192 that is positioned on the CMOS layer 190 
to receive an actuating signal from the CMOS layer 190. In 
particular, the thermal bend actuator 192 includes a support 
post 194 that is mounted on the CMOS layer 190 to extend 
from the CMOS layer 190. The thermal bend actuator 192 
includes an actuator arm 196 that is ?xed to, and extends 
from, the support post 194. The actuator arm 196 includes a 
heating layer 198 in the form of an electrical heating circuit of 
a material having a coef?cient of thermal expansion that is 
such that the material is capable of performing useful Work on 
a MEMS scale as a result of expansion upon heating. The 
heating layer 198 is positioned on a layer 200 of a material 
having a coef?cient of thermal expansion that is less that that 
of the heating layer 198 de?ning the electrical heating circuit. 
The heating layer 198 is positioned intermediate the layer 200 
and the substrate 188 so that the actuator arm 196 is bent aWay 
from the substrate 188 When a current is passed through the 
heating layer 198. 
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[0097] NoZZle chamber Walls 202 are positioned on the 
CMOS layer 190. A roof Wall 204 is positioned on the noZZle 
chamber Walls 202. The noZZle chamber Walls 202 and the 
roof Wall 204 de?ne a noZZle chamber 206. The roof Wall 204 
de?nes an ink ejection port 208 from Which ink is ejected, in 
use. 

[0098] A paddle member 212 is mounted on the actuator 
arm 196 to extend into the noZZle chamber 206. The paddle 
member 212 is con?gured and positioned in the noZZle cham 
ber 206 so that, upon displacement of the actuator arm 196, as 
described above, ink is ejected from the noZZle chamber 206. 
[0099] The actuator arm 196 is connected to the CMOS 
layer 190 through the support post 194 so that the heating 
layer 198 can receive an electrical signal from the CMOS 
layer 190. 
[0100] As can be seen in FIGS. 3 and 9, the printhead chips 
186 are each positioned at an angle With respect to a straight 
line running the length of the printing Zone 120. This facili 
tates a measure of overlap at adjacent ends of the printhead 
chips 186 to ensure printing continuity. 
[0101] It is clear from the above referenced United States 
applications and patents that a pageWidth printhead including 
printhead chips as described above can incorporate up to 84 
000 noZZle arrangements. It folloWs that, by using the print 
head chips 186, it is possible for the print assembly 14 to have 
over as many as 200 000 noZZle arrangements. It folloWs that 
over 200 000 dots can be printed on the paper 22 in the 
printing Zone 120. In one particular example, the seventy-tWo 
printhead chips 186 provide a print Width of 57.6 inches With 
552 960 noZZle arrangements 210. 

[0102] The noZZle arrangements 210 of each chip 186 are 
positioned side-by-side in tWo roWs in a staggered fashion. It 
folloWs that true 1600 dpi printing can be achieved With the 
printhead chips 186. 
[0103] Each printhead chip 186 therefore includes 7680 
noZZle arrangements 210. Each noZZle arrangement 210 is 
independently controlled by the PCB 42 to eject a 1-picolitre 
drop on demand. The integrated circuit fabrication technol 
ogy used is based on Very Large Scale Integration (VLSI) 
technology that is fully described in the above referenced 
applications and patents. As a result of the manufacturing 
techniques used, each noZZle arrangement 210 can be as little 
as 32 microns Wide. This alloWs each printhead chip 186 to 
have a surface area as little as 21 m2. 

[0104] The characteristics of each noZZle arrangement 210 
are such that it is capable of being driven at a cyclical rate of 
up to 80 kHZ by its associated PEC 48. This permits printing 
of up to 21.6 billion drops per second that provides thirty-?ve 
thousand square feet per hour at 1600 dpi. 

[0105] Each printhead chip 186 is connected to its associ 
ated PCB 42 With the ?exible PCB 58. It folloWs that each 
?exible PCB 58 is connected to the CMOS layer 190 of its 
associated printhead chip 186. 
[0106] Each PEC 48 is a page rendering engine application 
speci?c integrated circuit (ASIC) that receives input data 
relating to compressed page images from the printhead inter 
face 176. The PEC 48 produces decompressed page images at 
up to six channels of bi-level dot data as output. It Will be 
appreciated that each PEC 48 communicates With eight print 
head chips 186 in this example. Each PEC 48 is capable, 
hoWever, of communication With up to sixteen such printhead 
chips 186. In particular, each PEC 48 can address up to 
sixteen printhead chips in up to six color channels at 15 000 












