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THERMAL MANAGEMENT OF 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] Implementations consistent With the principles of 
the invention relate generally to heat dissipation and, more 
particularly, to systems and methods of heat transfer through 
a substrate supporting electronic components to control oper 
ating temperatures of the electronic components. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Physical compactness of electronic devices, such as 
interface devices mounted at a user interface edge of an elec 
tronic assembly, impedes cooling of the electronic devices, 
Which is a particular concern for electronic devices that con 
sume a substantial amount of poWer, and thus generate a 
signi?cant amount of heat. For example, When transceivers, 
such as small form-factor pluggable (SFP) modules, are 
ganged into multiple cages, the transceivers in the middle of 
the cluster may generate and retain an undesirable amount of 
heat. Very little air?ow may reach individual modules in 
certain positions of the cluster for cooling purposes. Unlike 
stand-alone devices, Which have relatively large surface areas 
that may radiate heat, clustered devices may have only limited 
surface area from Which to radiate heat. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] According to one aspect, a device may include a 
substrate that may include a ?rst mounting area on a ?rst 
surface of the substrate. The device may also include a group 
of ?rst thermal vias extending from the ?rst mounting area to 
at least an interior of the substrate. The device may also 
include at least one thermal plane substantially parallel to the 
?rst surface of the substrate, the at least one thermal plane 
being in thermal contact With at least one of the ?rst thermal 
vias. The device may also include a heat sink attachment area. 
In addition, the device may include a group of second thermal 
vias extending from the heat sink attachment area to the 
interior of the substrate, the at least one thermal plane being in 
thermal contact With the second thermal vias. 
[0004] According to another aspect, a method of heat trans 
fer in a substrate may include conducting heat from a com 
ponent to a component mount mounted on a ?rst mounting 
surface of the substrate. The method may also include con 
ducting the heat from the component mount to a ?rst set of 
thermal vias that extend from the ?rst mounting surface to at 
least an interior of the substrate. The methodmay also include 
conducting the heat from the ?rst set of thermal vias to one or 
more thermal planes disposed along a length of the substrate. 
The method may also include conducting the heat from the 
one or more thermal planes to a second set of thermal vias. 
The method may also include conducting the heat from the 
second set of thermal vias to a heat sink attachment surface of 
the substrate. In addition, the method may include conducting 
the heat from the heat sink attachment surface of the substrate 
to a heat sink mounted to a heat sink attachment surface of the 
substrate. 
[0005] According to yet another aspect, a method of form 
ing a substrate may include disposing one or more thermal 
planes in the substrate. The method may also include provid 
ing a ?rst set of thermal vias in a component mounting area on 
a ?rst side of the substrate, the ?rst set of the thermal vias 
being thermally coupled to the component mounting area and 
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to the one or more thermal planes. In addition, the method 
may include providing a second set of thermal vias extending 
from a heat sink attachment area on the ?rst side of the 
substrate, the second set of the thermal vias being thermally 
coupled to the one or more planes and to the heat sink attach 
ment area. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0006] The accompanying draWings, Which are incorpo 
rated in and constitute a part of this speci?cation, illustrate an 
implementation of the invention and, together With the 
description, explain the invention. In the draWings, 
[0007] FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary device 
in Which methods and systems consistent With the principles 
of the invention can be implemented; 
[0008] FIG. 2 is an exemplary diagram of the interface card 
of FIG. 1 according to an implementation consistent With the 
principles of the invention; 
[0009] FIG. 3 is a cut-aWay vieW of an exemplary interface 
card in Which methods and systems consistent With the prin 
ciples of the invention can be implemented; 
[0010] FIGS. 4A, 4B, and 4C illustrate an exemplary inter 
face unit in Which methods and systems consistent With the 
principles of the invention can be implemented; 
[0011] FIG. 5 is a line image of the exemplary daughter 
board of FIGS. 4A-4C; and 
[0012] FIG. 6 is a How diagram of an exemplary thermal 
management process according to an implementation consis 
tent With the principles of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0013] The folloWing detailed description of embodiments 
of the principles of the invention refers to the accompanying 
draWings. The same reference numbers in different draWings 
may identify the same or similar elements. Also, the folloW 
ing detailed description does not limit the invention. Instead, 
the scope of the invention is de?ned by the appended claims 
and equivalents. 
[0014] Systems and methods consistent With the principles 
of the invention may provide controlled cooling of a compo 
nent, such as an input/output device, that may be located in a 
compact con?guration at a user interface edge of an interface 
card, by conducting heat aWay from the component using a 
system of thermally coupled thermal vias and thermal planes 
on and/or in a substrate to a heat sink that may be disposed in 
an available air?oW that may ?oW by the interface card. 

Exemplary Device Con?guration 

[0015] FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary device 100 in Which 
systems and methods consistent With the principles of the 
invention may be implemented. As illustrated, device 100 
may include a housing 110 that houses various modules 120 
(e.g., controller, poWer supply, etc.) and card slots 130 Which 
operably receive interface cards 140. 
[0016] In one implementation, device 100 may include any 
device that receives, processes, and/or transmits data, such as 
a server, a router, or a sWitch. 

[0017] In one implementation, housing 110 may include 
any structure con?gurable to retain and/ or support a chassis, 
removable cards, and/or other modules that may be used in 
operation of device 100. The number and type of cards, mod 
ules, and other system components illustrated in FIG. 1 are 
provided for simplicity. In practice, a typical device could 
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include more or fewer cards, modules, and other removable or 
?xed components that aid in receiving, processing, and/or 
transmitting data, than What is illustrated in FIG. 1. Housing 
110 may be fabricated from metal, plastic, and/or composite 
and may be siZed for particular applications. In one imple 
mentation, housing 110 may be siZed to ?t an industry stan 
dard mounting structure, such as an equipment rack. 
[0018] FIG. 2 illustrates exemplary interface card 140 in an 
orientation representative of being con?gured in card slot 130 
in housing 11 0 (FIG. 1), for Which air?oW may be represented 
by the directional arroWs shoWn. It should be appreciated that 
the cooling effect produced by the air?oW may not be uniform 
over the various surfaces of interface card 140. 
[0019] FIG. 3 illustrates an internal vieW of one end of an 
exemplary interface card 340. Interface card 340 may include 
a motherboard 350 and an interface unit 360. Motherboard 
350 may include any substrate, such as a circuit board, e. g., a 
printed circuit board (PCB). Interface card 340 may include 
more than one interface unit 360. 

[0020] Interface unit 360 may include a daughterboard 362, 
interface module cages 364 for receiving interface modules 
366, and heat sinks 368. In one implementation, interface 
modules 366 may attach directly to daughterboard 362 and 
interface module cages 364 are omitted. Interface unit 360 
may include any input/output device, such as a small form 
factorpluggable (SFP) interface, an XFP (l 0 Gigabit SFP), or 
any type of transceiver. Interface unit 360 may electrically, 
structurally, and/or thermally connect to motherboard 350. 
Interface unit 360 may be located at a user-accessible end of 
motherboard 350. Other con?gurations are possible. 
[0021] Daughterboard 362 may include any substrate, such 
as a PCB. Daughterboard 362 may have any dimensions 
corresponding to the dimensions of interface card 340. In one 
implementation, motherboard 350 may include interface unit 
360. That is, motherboard 350 and interface unit 360 may be 
an integral PCB, Without a separate daughterboard 362. 
[0022] Interface module cages 364 may include any device 
for receiving and retaining interface modules 366. Interface 
module cages 364 may include ganged individual module 
cages. Other con?gurations of interface module cages 364 are 
possible. As shoWn, interface module cages 364 may be 
arranged on opposing sides of daughterboard 362. Interface 
modules 366 may include any electronic component and/or 
circuitry, such as an SFP module, e. g., an SFP optical modular 
transceiver. In one implementation, interface modules 3 66 are 
hot-sWappable. 
[0023] Heat sinks 368 may include any device that may 
absorb, conduct, radiate, and/ or dissipate heat. Heat sinks 368 
may include any material having any thermal conductivity. 
Heat sinks 368 may have any shape or dimensions. Any 
number of heat sinks 368 may be used. Thermal conductivity 
properties of any one heat sink 368 may vary from another 
heat sink 368. As shoWn, heat sinks 368 may be disposed at a 
remote end of daughterboard 3 62. Other con?gurations of the 
heat sinks 368 are possible. For example, heat sinks 368 may 
be disposed on tWo or more surfaces on daughterboard 362. In 
one implementation, the location of heat sinks 368 is based on 
an air?oW in device 100. 

[0024] FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate opposing vieWs of an 
exemplary interface unit 360. As shoWn, interface unit 360 
may include four interface module cages 364, tWo side-by 
side mounted at a mounting area of a ?rst surface of daugh 
terboard 362, and tWo side-by-side mounted at a mounting 
area of an opposite second surface of daughterboard 362 
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along an accessible edge of interface unit 360. Other con?gu 
rations may be used. Any mechanism may be used to mount 
interface module cages 364 to daughterboard 362. In one 
implementation, a thermal interface material (not shoWn) is 
interposed betWeen a mounting surface of interface module 
cages 364 and the mounting area on the surface of daughter 
board 362. As shoWn, tWo interface modules 366 are respec 
tively plugged into tWo interface module cages 364. Interface 
unit 360 may include heat sinks 368 attached to daughter 
board 362 at an attachment area by attachment members 470 
(FIG. 4B). Other attachment mechanisms may be used. In one 
implementation, a thermal interface material (not shoWn) is 
interposed betWeen a mounting surface of heat sinks 368 and 
the attachment area on the surface of daughterboard 362. 

[0025] FIG. 4C illustrates an exploded vieW of interface 
unit 360. Daughterboard 362 may include thermal vias 480A 
that terminate on a surface of daughterboard 362 in an area of 
interface module cages 364 and terminate on an opposing 
surface of daughterboard 362. Daughterboard 362 may 
include thermal vias 480B that terminate on a surface of 
daughterboard 362 in an area of heat sinks 368 and extend to 
an interior of daughterboard 362. Daughterboard 362 may 
include thermal planes 490. Thermal planes 490 may be 
exposed at the edge of daughterboard 362. Thermal planes 
490 may alternatively not be exposed at the edge of daugh 
terboard 362. Thermal planes 490 may be electrically insu 
lated from electrical connections, electrical vias, or electrical 
planes. Thermal planes may alternately include poWer planes, 
ground planes, and the like. 
[0026] FIG. 5 illustrates a partial line image of daughter 
board 362, shoWing an internal construction thereof. Thermal 
vias 480A and 480B may include one or more through-holes 
that extend from a surface of daughterboard 362 to an interior 
of daughterboard 362. In one implementation, thermal vias 
480A and 480B may extend from one surface of daughter 
board 362 to an opposing surface of daughterboard 362. Ther 
mal planes 490 may include one or more thermal conducting 
layers separated by substrate layers of daughterboard 362. 
Thermal planes 490 may be con?gured substantially parallel 
to daughterboard 362. Thermal planes 490 may extend from 
thermal vias 480A to thermal vias 480B. Thermal planes 490 
may be exposed at an edge of daughterboard 362. Any of 
thermal vias 480A may thermally couple to any or each of 
thermal planes 490, and any of thermal planes 490 may ther 
mally couple to any or each of thermal vias 480B. 
[0027] Thermal vias 480A and 480B may form a uniform 
pattern on the surface of daughterboard 362. Thermal vias 
480A and 480B may alternatively be non-uniformly arranged 
on the surface of daughterboard 362. Thermal vias 480A and 
480B may extend substantially perpendicularly from the sur 
face to an interior of daughterboard 362. Thermal vias 480A 
and 480B may alternatively extend at any angle from the 
surface to an interior of daughterboard 362. Thermal vias 
480A and 480B may have a substantially circular cross-sec 
tion. Thermal vias 480A and 480B may alternatively have 
cross-sections of any other regular or irregular shape. Ther 
mal vias 480A and 480B may have any diameter that is 
substantially constant from end to end. Thermal vias 480A 
and 480B may alternatively have diameters that vary over a 
length thereof. Any of thermal vias 480A and 480B may vary 
one from another in any of the above respects. 

[0028] A periphery of thermal vias 480A may correspond 
to a perimeter of interface module cages 364, i.e., de?ne a 
mounting area for interface module cages 364 on a surface of 
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daughterboard 3 62. The total effective surface area of thermal 
vias 480A at the surface of daughterboard 362 may constitute 
any portion of the total area of the mounting area of interface 
module cages 364. Some of thermal vias 480A may altema 
tively not be covered by interface module cages 364. Alter 
natively, the mounting surfaces of interface module cages 364 
may overlap the periphery of thermal vias 480A. 
[0029] A periphery of thermal vias 480B may correspond 
to a perimeter of heat sinks 368, i.e., de?ne a mounting area 
for heat sinks 368 on a surface of daughterboard 362. The 
total effective surface area of thermal vias 480B at the surface 
of daughterboard 362 may constitute any portion of the total 
area of the mounting area of heat sinks 368. Some of thermal 
vias 480B may alternatively not be covered by heat sinks 368. 
Alternatively, the mounting surfaces of heat sinks 368 may 
overlap the periphery of thermal vias 480A. 
[0030] Thermal vias 480A and 480B may include blind 
vias that extend from a surface of daughterboard 362 to a 
predetermined depth of daughterboard 362. Thermal vias 
480A and 480B may include backdrilled vias that extend 
from a predetermined depth of an interior of daughterboard 
362 to another predetermined depth of an interior of daugh 
terboard 362. In one implementation, backdrilled vias may 
interconnect one or more thermal layers 490. 

[0031] Thermal vias 480A and 480B may include plated 
through-holes. The plating may be disposed on all or any 
portion of the circumference of the through-holes. The plat 
ing may be any one or more materials having any thermal 
conductivity. The plating may occupy any portion of the 
volume of the through-holes. The plating may form a holloW 
cylinder having an outer diameter and an inner diameter. In 
one implementation, the inner diameter of the plating may be 
?lled or partially ?lled With a second material, for example, a 
soldering material. Any of thermal vias 480A and 480B may 
vary one from another in any of the above respects. 

[0032] Thermal planes 490 may include any of one or more 
materials having any thermal conductivity. In one implemen 
tation, thermal planes 490 may include a thermal conductive 
layer on all or any portion of a surface of daughterboard 362. 
Thermal planes 490 may have a substantially constant cross 
section. Thermal planes 490 may alternatively have a varying 
cross-section along a length thereof. Any of thermal planes 
490 may vary one from another in any of these respects. In one 
implementation, for example, an inner-most thermal plane 
490 may have the largest effective cross-sectional area rela 
tive to other thermal planes 490. In another implementation, 
a thermal plane 490 that is the greatest distance from interface 
module cages 364 may have the largest effective cross-sec 
tional area relative to other thermal planes 490. 

[0033] Daughterboard 362 may be formed according to any 
standard technique for forming a PCB. For example, a layer 
of copper may be a?ixed to a layer of an insulating substrate. 
Patterns may be etched in the copper layer. Additional copper/ 
insulating layers may be laminated to the substrate With 
etched patterns. In one implementation, a four-ounce copper 
is used for the copper layers. Other thicknesses of copper may 
be used. The thickness of the copper may be thicker by any 
factor than a copper layer thickness (e.g., 1/2 02.) used for 
electrical connections. Through-holes may be drilled, back 
drilled, or otherWise formed in the copper/insulator layers. 
The through-holes may be plated by electrolytic plating or 
any other suitable technique. In one implementation, a sol 
dering material is then ?oWed in the plated through-holes. 
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[0034] The dimensions and geometries of thermal vias 
480A and 480B and/or thermal planes 490 may be based on 
factors such as structural integrity, electrical connectivity, and 
optimal thermal conductivity. For example, thermal vias 
480A and 480B and thermal planes 490 may be electrically 
insulated from electrical connections (not shoWn) in daugh 
terboard 362. As another example, thermal vias 480A and 
480B and/ or thermal planes 490 may be formed based on heat 
generation and/or thermal sensitivity of particular interface 
modules 366, as described in more detail beloW. 

Exemplary Thermal Management 

[0035] FIG. 6 is a ?owchart of exemplary thermal manage 
ment 600 in a device, such as device 100, according to an 
implementation consistent With principles of the invention. 
Thermal management 600 may begin With generation of heat 
from interface module 366, such as an active transceiver, 
during operations performed by device 100 (act, 610).At least 
a portion of the generated heat may be conducted to an inter 
face module cage 364, in Which interface module 366 is 
plugged (act 620). At least a portion of the heat absorbed by 
interface module cage 364 may be conducted to thermal vias 
480A having a terminal end in an area directly under or near 
a mounting surface of interface module cage 364 (act 630). In 
one implementation, one or more thermal vias 480A may 
directly contact interface module cage 364. At least a portion 
of the heat conducted to the one or more thermal vias 480A 
may be conducted to one or more thermal planes 490 (act 
640). At least a portion of the heat conducted by the one or 
more thermal planes 490 may be conducted to thermal vias 
480B (act 650). At least a portion of the heat conducted to 
thermal vias 480B may be conducted to heat sink 368, an 
attachment portion thereof Which may be directly over or near 
a terminal end of thermal vias 480B (act 660). At least a 
portion of the heat absorbed by heat sink 368 may be dissi 
pated into available air?oW in device 100 (act 670). 
[0036] It Will be appreciated that thermal management 600 
may instead be initiated by interface module 366, such as an 
inactive transceiver, Which acts as a secondary heat source, 
having absorbed heat from a primary source that has gener 
ated the heat (e.g., an active transceiver or other component). 
[0037] In one implementation, the heat path described 
above may be speci?c to an associated individual interface 
module cage 364 in interface unit 360. That is, the effective 
heat conductivity of an associated heat path may be managed 
for any given interface module cage 364. The effective heat 
conductivity of an associated heat path may be based on such 
factors as the location of the individual interface module cage 
364 in interface unit 360, the performance level (i.e., heat 
generation) of interface module 366 associated With the indi 
vidual interface module cage 364, the heat sensitivity of inter 
face module 366 associated With the individual interface 
module cage 364, and thermal gradients experienced over 
interface unit 360, generally. In this manner, the heat transfer 
rate (i.e., cooling effect) may be managed from one interface 
module 366 to another. 
[0038] Optimizing thermal transfer among interface mod 
ules 366, or varying the effective thermal conductivity asso 
ciated With particular heat paths, may be achieved through the 
geometries of and interconnection formed by thermal vias 
480A and 480B and thermal planes 490. For example, ther 
mal vias 48 0A may have effective thermal conductivities that 
differ one from another; thermal planes 490 may have effec 
tive thermal conductivities that differ one from another; and/ 
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or thermal vias 480B may have effective thermal conductivi 
ties that differ one from another. Sets of thermal vias 480A 
associated With particular areas of daughterboard 362 may 
differ one from another. 

Conclusion 

[0039] Implementations consistent With the principles of 
the invention make possible e?icient heat management in a 
device employing PCBs having clustered components, 
including an interface device, a memory, a processor, and 
other types of devices. For example, heat transfer may be 
optimiZed for any given input/output module through inter 
connected vias and thermal planes in a substrate of an inter 
face unit of an interface card, thereby controlling the tem 
perature of the input/output module. 
[0040] The foregoing description of exemplary embodi 
ments of the invention provides illustration and description, 
but is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to 
the precise form disclosed. Modi?cations and variations are 
possible in light of the above teachings or may be acquired 
from practice of the invention. 
[0041] For example, implementations consistent With the 
principles of the invention can be implemented using assem 
blies and parts other than those illustrated in the ?gures and 
described in the speci?cation Without departing from the 
spirit of the invention. Parts may be added and/or removed 
from device 100, interface unit 360, and/or daughterboard 
362 depending on speci?c deployments and/or applications. 
Further, disclosed implementations may not be limited to any 
speci?c combination of components. 
[0042] No element, act, or instruction used in the descrip 
tion of the invention should be construed as critical or essen 
tial to the invention unless explicitly described as such. Also, 
as used herein, the article “a” is intended to include one or 
more items. Where only one item is intended, the term “one” 
or similar language is used. Further, the phrase “based on,” as 
used herein is intended to mean “based, at least in part, on” 
unless explicitly stated otherWise. 
[0043] The scope of the invention is de?ned by the claims 
and their equivalents. 

1. A device comprising: 
a substrate including: 

a ?rst mounting area on a ?rst surface of the substrate; 
a plurality of ?rst thermal vias extending from the ?rst 

mounting area to at least an interior of the substrate; 
at least one thermal plane disposed in the interior of the 

substrate and being substantially parallel to the ?rst 
surface of the substrate, the at least one thermal plane 
being in thermal contact With at least one of the ?rst 
thermal vias Where the at least one thermal plane is 
exposed at one surface edge of the substrate and is not 
exposed at another surface edge of the substrate; 

a heat sink attachment area; and 

a plurality of second thermal vias extending from the 
heat sink attachment area to the interior of the sub 
strate, the at least one thermal plane being in thermal 
contact With the second thermal vias. 

2. The device of claim 1, the substrate further comprising: 
a second mounting area located on a second surface of the 

substrate opposing the ?rst surface of the substrate, at 
least one of the ?rst thermal vias extending from the ?rst 
mounting area to the second mounting area. 
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3. The device of claim 1, Where the at least one thermal 
plane thermally connects to at least a portion of the ?rst 
mounting area and at least a portion of the heat sink attach 
ment area. 

4. The device of claim 3, Where at least one of the ?rst 
thermal vias has a thermal conductivity that differs from a 
thermal conductivity of another one of the ?rst thermal vias. 

5. The device of claim 1, Where the at least one thermal 
plane comprises tWo or more thermal planes, a ?rst of the tWo 
or more thermal planes having a ?rst cross-sectional area and 
a second of the tWo or more thermal planes having a second 
cross-sectional area, Where the ?rst cross-sectional area dif 
fers from the second cross-sectional area. 

6. The device of claim 5, the ?rst cross-sectional area being 
based on a distance of the ?rst of the tWo or more thermal 
planes from the ?rst mounting area, and the second cross 
sectional area being based on a distance of the second of the 
tWo or more thermal planes from the ?rst mounting area. 

7. The device of claim 1, Where the ?rst thermal vias 
comprise a non-uniform con?guration in the ?rst mounting 
area. 

8. The device of claim 1, Where a number of the ?rst 
thermal vias per unit area of the ?rst mounting area is based 
on a predetermined location on the ?rst surface of the sub 
strate. 

9. The device of claim 1, further comprising: 
a component mount mounted to the substrate at the ?rst 

mounting surface area, Where at least one of the ?rst 
thermal vias thermally contacts the component mount. 

10. The device of claim 1, further comprising: 
a heat sink mounted to the substrate at the heat sink attach 

ment area; and 
a thermal interface material interposed betWeen a mount 

ing surface of the heat sink and the heat sink attachment 
area, Where the thermal interface material is in thermal 
contact With the second thermal vias. 

11. The device of claim 1, Where the at least one thermal 
plane comprises tWo or more thermal planes, one or more 
layers of the substrate being interposed betWeen the tWo or 
more thermal planes. 

12. The device of claim 11, Where a ?rst of the tWo or more 
thermal planes and a second of the tWo or more thermal planes 
are in thermal contact With a same group of the ?rst thermal 
vias. 

13. The device of claim 11, Where a ?rst of the tWo or more 
thermal planes thermally contacts at least some of the ?rst 
thermal vias that do not thermally contact a second of the tWo 
or more thermal planes. 

14-27. (canceled) 
28. A substrate comprising: 
a ?rst area, on a ?rst surface of the substrate, to Which to 
mount a ?rst component; 

a plurality of ?rst thermal vias extending from the ?rst area 
to at least an interior of the substrate; 

a number of thermal planes disposed in the interior of the 
substrate and being substantially parallel to the ?rst sur 
face of the substrate and thermally contacting at least 
one of the ?rst thermal vias, Where a ?rst one of the 
number of thermal planes is exposed at a surface edge of 
the substrate and a second one of the number of thermal 
planes is not exposed at the surface edge of the substrate; 

a second area to Which to attach a second component, 
Where the ?rst and second areas differ; and 
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a plurality of second thermal vias extending from the sec 
ond area to the interior of the substrate and thermally 
contacting at least one of the number of thermal planes. 

29. The substrate of claim 28, the substrate further com 
prising: 

a third area, on a second surface of the substrate that 
opposes the ?rst surface of the substrate, at least one of 
the ?rst thermal vias extending from the ?rst area to the 
third area. 

30. The device of claim 28, Where the at least one thermal 
plane thermally connects at least a portion of the ?rst area to 
at least a portion of the second area. 

31. The substrate of claim 28, Where at least one of the ?rst 
thermal vias has a thermal conductivity that differs from a 
thermal conductivity of another one of the ?rst thermal vias. 

32. The substrate of claim 28, Where the at least one ther 
mal plane comprises a plurality of thermal planes, a ?rst of the 
plurality of thermal planes having a ?rst cross-sectional area 
and a second of the plurality of thermal planes having a 
different, second cross-sectional area. 

33. The substrate of claim 32, the ?rst cross-sectional area 
being determined based on a distance of the ?rst of the plu 
rality of thermal planes from the ?rst area, and the second 
cross-sectional area being determined based on a distance of 
the second of the plurality of thermal planes from the ?rst 
area. 

34. The substrate of claim 28, Where the ?rst thermal vias 
comprise a non-uniform con?guration in the ?rst area. 
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35. The substrate of claim 28, Where a number of the ?rst 
thermal vias per unit area of the ?rst area corresponds to a 
predetermined location on the ?rst surface of the substrate. 

36. The substrate of claim 28, further comprising: 
a component mounted to the substrate at the ?rst area, 

Where at least one of the ?rst thermal vias thermally 
contacts the component. 

37. The substrate of claim 28, further comprising: 
a heat sink mounted to the substrate at the ?rst area; and 
a thermal interface material interposed betWeen a mount 

ing surface of the heat sink and the ?rst area, Where the 
thermal interface material thermally contacts the second 
thermal vias. 

38. The substrate of claim 28, Where one or more layers of 
the substrate are interposed betWeen adjacent ones of the 
number of thermal planes. 

39. The substrate of claim 38, Where a ?rst one of the 
adjacent thermal planes and a second one of the adjacent 
thermal planes thermally contact a same group of the ?rst 
thermal vias. 

40. The substrate of claim 38, Where a ?rst one of the 
adjacent thermal planes thermally contacts at least some of 
the ?rst thermal vias that do not thermally contact a second 
one of the adjacent thermal planes. 

41. The substrate of claim 38, Where the ?rst one of the 
number of thermal planes is exposed at at least one other 
surface edge of the substrate. 

* * * * * 


