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operate. The system is a netWork management server, desig 
nated herein as the Elastic Gatekeeper, that includes a Con 
ference Management System, Which selectively implements 
one or more different sets of operating policies. The Confer 
ence Management System is integrated and linked With a 
gatekeeper, Which is responsible for setting up calls that are 
using end point alias addresses. The gatekeeper Works With 
the Conference Management System to control access to 
netWork resources. Upon receiving a request to access a call, 
the gatekeeper passes the request to the Conference Manage 
ment System for its approval. The Conference Management 
System has access to a robust set of policies, a detailed 
description of the netWork resources, and an aWareness of the 
current System Operational Mode upon Which to base a deci 
sion about the conditions and resources that can be granted to 
the requested call. 
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NETWORK MANAGEMENT SERVER FOR 
MANAGING MULTIPLE OPERATING MODES 
OF A CONFERENCING NETWORK WITH 

DIFFERENT SETS OF POLICIES 

FIELD 

[0001] The technical ?eld relates to managing conferenc 
ing networks and more particularly relates to managing mul 
tiple operating modes in a video conferencing netWork under 
Which different sets of policies can operate. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] In videoconferencing, people at tWo or more geo 
graphic locations can conduct a meeting With simultaneous, 
tWo-Way video and audio transmissions. The videoconfer 
ence can be as uncomplicated as point-to-point communica 
tion betWeen tWo people in private of?ces or it can be more 
elaborate multipoint communication using a Multipoint Con 
trol Unit (MCU) bridge that interconnects calls from several 
geographic locations, With groups of participants in large 
rooms especially equipped for videoconferencing. Such con 
ferences can, in addition, be used to share documents, com 
puter-displayed information, and Whiteboards. 
[0003] Organizations such as corporations and govem 
ments at the city, state, and national levels use elaborate 
videoconferencing netWorks to conduct their meetings and 
operations, both Within the organization and With other orga 
niZations. The networks typically interconnect end points, 
Which can range from a limited bandWidth desktop PC con 
nected through the Internet, to elaborate videoconference 
rooms designed for high quality-of-service communication 
and equipped With high de?nition displays requiring a high 
bandWidth. The netWorks, themselves can be leased or 
oWned, and can range from packet sWitched Internet links to 
dedicated, circuit sWitched trunks that may include interna 
tional links through undersea ?ber optical cables or leased 
transponders of a communications satellite. 
[0004] Because members of an organiZation may Wish to 
conduct multiple videoconferencing sessions simulta 
neously, centraliZed scheduling servers must be used to allo 
cate the ?nite available bandWidth of the netWork’s segments 
and to allocate the conferencing end points among the 
requesting videoconferencing sessions. 
[0005] HoWever, the preferential allocation of netWork 
resources has not been addressed or solved for requesting ad 
hoc videoconferencing sessions under conditions of emer 
gency, stress, or disaster. For example, an international petro 
leum corporation conducts exploration, drilling, extraction, 
re?ning, and marketing operations for petroleum. The corpo 
ration uses dedicated, circuit sWitched trunks that include 
leased satellite transponders to conduct videoconferencing 
meetings betWeen their various land-based operations, their 
?eet of oil tankers at sea, their mid-ocean oil drilling plat 
forms, and their land-based operations on other continents. In 
the event of a storm or ?re on an oil drilling platform, urgent, 
ad hoc conferences need to be conducted regarding the pres 
ervation of lives and property. Some Way needs to be available 
to preferentially allocate netWork resources for such urgent, 
ad hoc conferences Without completely disrupting existing 
scheduled conferences. As another example, the corporation 
provides WiFi-connected, laptop computers used by con 
struction contractors at their gulf-coast oil re?nery, Which is 
being repaired after having suffered damage in a hurricane. 
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Conferences are conducted by the laptops over packet 
sWitched Internet links to the corporation’s videoconferenc 
ing gateWay. The need to bring the re?nery back on line 
quickly is a high priority for the corporation. Some Way needs 
to be available to preferentially allocate, on a temporary basis, 
netWork resources for such a high priority project, but Without 
preempting urgent, ad hoc conferences such as Would be 
required for responding to the disaster on the oil drilling 
platform. 

SUMMARY 

[0006] Method, system, and computer program product 
example embodiments of the invention are disclosed to man 
age multiple operating modes in a video conferencing net 
Work under Which different sets of policies can operate. The 
invention provides a situational bandWidth allocation capa 
bility to enable a person in control of an entire enterprise 
netWork to shift the netWork’s bandWidth to key areas based 
on speci?c situations, such as emergency, stress, or disaster. 
[0007] The system is a netWork management server, desig 
nated herein as the Elastic Gatekeeper, Which includes a 
Conference Management System, Which selectively imple 
ments one or more different sets of operating policies. A 
policy is a set of rules, algorithms or parameters that are used 
to determine hoW the Conference Management System treats 
requests for system resources. The Conference Management 
System is a set of hardWare and softWare that alloWs confer 
ences to be scheduled in advance, and tracks conference 
resource usage for items such as rooms, codecs and netWork 
bandWidth. In preferred implementations, it also sets up con 
ferences and monitors on-going conferences. Its traditional 
functions are extended here to alloW it to participate With a 
gatekeeper function to also provide management of Ad Hoc 
Conferences. 
[0008] The Conference Management System is integrated 
and linked With a gatekeeper, Which is responsible for setting 
up calls that are using end point alias addresses. The gate 
keeper Works With the Conference Management System to 
control access to netWork resources. Upon receiving a request 
to access a call, the gatekeeper passes the request to the 
Conference Management System for its approval. The Con 
ference Management System has access to a robust set of 
policies, a detailed description of the netWork resources, and 
an aWareness of the current System Operational Mode upon 
Which to base a decision about the conditions and resources 
that can be granted to the requested call. 
[0009] The Elastic Gatekeeper netWork management 
server method prioritiZes end-points and/or users to ensure 
that system resources are allocated to the most important 
usage in the case of restricted resources. 

[0010] The method alloWs the speci?cation of multiple 
operating modes under Which different sets of policies can 
operate. The modes specify the system conditions under 
Which the call processing algorithms are operating. Normal 
Mode, Alert Mode, and Other Mode are considered, and these 
can be generaliZed to a plurality of Operational Mode Levels, 
Where each mode has its oWn set of policies. 

[0011] In the Normal Operation Mode, normal day-to-day 
operations are conducted and there is a set of policies that is 
applicable to this mode. For example, it is a typical policy for 
this mode that, all other issues being equal, scheduled con 
ferences Will have priority over ad hoc conferences. Sched 
uled Conferences are scheduled prior to the time that it is to 
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occur. Ad Hoc Conferences are not scheduled prior to the time 
that the conference is initiated. 

[0012] In the Alert Mode, a second set of policies is to be 
folloWed under conditions of emergency, stress, or disaster 
Where netWork tra?ic is expected to be high, but the impor 
tance of ad hoc conferences is also increased. In general, this 
mode is con?gured to ensure that the maximum number of 
conferences can be supported and that high priority sites are 
assured of getting enough bandwidth to accomplish their 
mission. An event that could trigger an Alert Mode in the 
government realm Would be a terror event, a major environ 
mental or Weather related event or a major accident. 

[0013] In the Other Mode, a third set of policies is to be 
folloWed under conditions, for example, Where there is a 
temporary, but high priority project that requires preferential 
allocation of netWork resources, but Without preempting 
urgent, ad hoc conferences dealing With emergency, stress, or 
disaster. 

[0014] The example method includes the step of selecting a 
normal mode policy establishing a corresponding normal 
operational mode for the conferencing netWork, Wherein 
scheduled conferences have priority over ad hoc conferences. 
Then the method performs the step of processing netWork 
descriptions based on the normal mode policy to determine 
alloWed responses to requests to establish scheduled confer 
ences and ad hoc conferences. When there is a change in 
conditions, such as the occurrence of an emergency, stress, or 
disaster, the method then performs the step of selecting an 
alert mode policy establishing a corresponding alert opera 
tional mode for the conferencing netWork, Wherein a reduced 
priority is given to scheduled conferences and netWork 
resources are allocated based on assigned priorities of end 
points. The method then performs the step of processing 
netWork descriptions based on the alert mode policy to deter 
mine alloWed responses to requests to establish scheduled 
conferences and ad hoc conferences. 

[0015] In the Alert Mode, the method operates on existing 
(in-process) scheduled conferences to either reduce their 
usage of netWork resources or to terminate the scheduled 
conferences in order to make room for higher priority ad hoc 
conferences. 

[0016] The resulting Elastic Gatekeeper netWork manage 
ment server provides preferential allocation of netWork 
resources for requesting ad hoc videoconferencing sessions 
under conditions of emergency, stress, or disaster. It further 
provides preferential allocation, on a temporary basis, of 
netWork resources for a high priority project, but Without 
preempting urgent, ad hoc conferences. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

[0017] Example embodiments of the invention are shoWn 
in the accompanying ?gures. 
[0018] FIG. 1 is an example netWork diagram shoWing the 
Elastic Gatekeeper netWork management server managing a 
plurality of videoconferencing end points in a netWork by 
selectively using multiple operating modes under Which dif 
ferent sets of policies can operate. 

[0019] FIG. 2A is an example How diagram of the operation 
of the Elastic Gatekeeper netWork management server, selec 
tively using tWo operating modes, Normal Mode and Alert 
Mode. 
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[0020] FIG. 2B is an example How diagram of the operation 
of the Elastic Gatekeeper, selectively using three operating 
modes, Normal Mode, Alert Mode, and an example Other 
Mode. 
[0021] FIG. 3 is an example functional block diagram of the 
Elastic Gatekeeper netWork management server. 
[0022] FIG. 4 is a netWork diagram of an example confer 
encing netWork operating under the control of the Elastic 
Gatekeeper netWork management server. 
[0023] FIG. 5A is a netWork diagram of the example con 
ferencing netWork of FIG. 4, operating in a Normal Operation 
Mode. 
[0024] FIG. 5B is a pie-chart shoWing an example alloca 
tion of bandWidth for the example conferencing netWork of 
FIG. 5A, operating in a Normal Operation Mode. 
[0025] FIG. 6A is a netWork diagram of the example con 
ferencing netWork of FIG. 4, operating in anAlert Operation 
Mode. 
[0026] FIG. 6B is a pie-chart shoWing an example alloca 
tion of bandWidth for the example conferencing netWork of 
FIG. 6A, operating in a Alert Operation Mode. 

DISCUSSION OF EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS 
OF THE INVENTION 

[0027] FIG. 1 is a netWork diagram shoWing an example of 
a netWork management server 110, designated herein as the 
Elastic Gatekeeper, managing a plurality of videoconferenc 
ing end points in a netWork by selectively using multiple 
operating modes under Which different sets of policies can 
operate. The netWork cloud 100 includes a variety of circuit 
sWitched and packet sWitched links betWeen a plurality of 
videoconferencing end points and betWeen those nodes and 
the gateWay 102. 
[0028] Three types of example endpoints are shoWn in FIG. 
1: a Management System Registered End Point 140 and 146, 
a Gatekeeper Registered End Point 142 and 148, and an 
Unregistered End Point 144 and 150. A Management System 
Registered End Point is an end point that is registered in the 
management system. Some information Will be knoWn about 
this device, such as its manufacturer and model and band 
Width. This information may be entered manually or may be 
“discovered”. A Gatekeeper Registered End Point can regis 
ter With gatekeepers in accordance With industry standards, 
such as the H.323 Packet-Based Multimedia Communica 
tions Systems standard for multimedia communications, 
approved by the International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU). An Unregistered End Point is an end point that is not 
registered in the management system. All end points must be 
registered to participate in a scheduled conference. A policy 
Will determine the disposition of an end point that is attempt 
ing to participate in an Ad Hoc Conference. 
[0029] An example GateWay 102 connects the netWork 
cloud 100 With the Elastic Gatekeeper 110 and alloWs traf?c 
into or out of the managed netWork. The gateWay may alloW 
Unregistered End Points to participate in conferences internal 
to the netWork. 
[0030] The Elastic Gatekeeper 110 includes the example 
Conference Management System 120, Which selectively 
implements one or more different sets of operating policies.A 
policy is a set of rules, algorithms or parameters that are used 
to determine hoW the Conference Management System treats 
requests for system resources. The Conference Management 
System is a set of hardWare and softWare that alloWs confer 
ences to be scheduled in advance, and tracks conference 



US 2009/0251529 A1 

resource usage for items such as rooms, codecs and network 
bandwidth. In preferred implementations, it also sets up con 
ferences and monitors on-going conferences. Its traditional 
functions are extended here to alloW it to participate With a 
gatekeeper function to also provide management of Ad Hoc 
Conferences. 

[0031] The Conference Management System is integrated 
and linked With the example gatekeeper 122, Which is respon 
sible for setting up calls that are using end point alias 
addresses. The gatekeeper 122 can include, for example, the 
functions speci?ed for a gatekeeper in the H.323 Packet 
Based Multimedia Communications Systems standard, 
including address translation, admission control, bandWidth 
control, Zone management, call-control signaling, call autho 
riZation, and call management. The current version of the 
H.323 standard, commonly referred to as “H.323v6”, pub 
lished in 2006, is incorporated herein by reference for its 
description of example functions that canbe performed by the 
example gatekeeper 122. 
[0032] The gatekeeper 122 Works With the Conference 
Management System 120 to control access to netWork 
resources. Upon receiving a request to access a call, the 
gatekeeper 122 passes the request to the Conference Manage 
ment System 120 for its approval. The Conference Manage 
ment System has access to a robust set of policies, a detailed 
description of the netWork resources, and an aWareness of the 
current System Operational Mode upon Which to base a deci 
sion about the conditions and resources that can be granted to 
the requested call. 
[0033] The System Operational Mode is selected by the 
selector 124, based on the operational mode selection 125. 
The operational mode selection 125 may be input from a 
central source of an organiZation, such as the chief informa 
tion of?cer or director of emergency preparedness, for 
example, or it may be input from decentraliZed sources, such 
as manually by a site manager or automatically, such as from 
an automatic ?re detector. The modes specify the system 
conditions under Which the call processing algorithms are 
operating. Either Normal Mode 126, Alert Mode 128, or an 
example Other Mode 130 can be considered. These modes 
can be generaliZed to a plurality of Operational Mode Levels, 
each mode having its oWn set of policies. 
[0034] In an example Normal Operation Mode 126, sched 
uled conferences have priority over unscheduled conferences 
When they are of the same priority level. The Normal Opera 
tion Mode is accomplished by scheduling conferences 
through the conference management system 120. This mode 
is called the Managed Mode or Scheduled Mode. It can deter 
mine if system resources are being exceeded. It includes the 
ability to model the user’s netWork and specify the available 
bandWidth that is available at each end point and along each 
netWork segment. If all of the requested and implied 
resources are available at the time of the conference request, 
the conference is granted and the conference is placed in the 
schedule. If another conference is requested that needs some 
of the resources already allocated to the scheduled confer 
ence, that requested conference is denied. The requester of the 
conference must either ?nd another time or another set of 
resources for their conference When the necessary resources 
are available or must contact the person responsible for 
scheduling the ?rst conference and request them (or possibly 
“order” them) to re-schedule their conference. The requests 
are made in advance and there is time to respond to con?icts 
in advance of the actual need for the conference, on a “?rst 
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comei?rst serve” basis. While the “?rst comei?rst serve” 
method could give resources to loW priority conferences and 
therefore block a high priority conference, the time is gener 
ally available to correct the problem. The management sys 
tem generally sets up the conference for the users When the 
time for a scheduled conference arrives. The system contin 
ues to monitor the conference during the scheduled period 
and react to connection problems that might occur during the 
conference. In the example Normal Mode 126, Ad Hoc Con 
ferences or Unmanaged Ad Hoc Conferences are only given 
netWork resources if they are available after allocating 
resources to the scheduled conferences. An Ad Hoc Confer 
ence is a conference that Was not scheduled prior to the time 
that the conference is initiated and does not directly make use 
of the Conference Management System in any Way to estab 
lish a conference. For example, an ad hoc conference is 
started by “dialing” the IP address of another end point. 
[0035] In an example Alert Mode 128, no priority is given 
to scheduled conferences, but resources are allocated purely 
based on the priority assigned to the end points. In the Alert 
Mode 128, a second set of policies is to be folloWed under 
conditions of emergency, stress, or disaster Where netWork 
traf?c is expected to be high, but the importance of ad hoc 
conferences is also increased. In general, this mode is con 
?gured to ensure that the maximum number of conferences 
can be supported and that high priority sites are assured of 
getting enough bandWidth to accomplish their mission. An 
event that could trigger an Alert Mode in the government 
realm Would be a terror event, a major environmental or 
Weather related event or a major accident. 

[0036] In an example Other Mode 130, a third set of poli 
cies is to be folloWed under conditions, for example, Where 
there is a temporary, but high priority project that requires 
preferential allocation of netWork resources, but Without pre 
empting urgent, ad hoc conferences dealing With emergency, 
stress, or disaster. 
[0037] FIG. 2A is an example How diagram of the operation 
of the Elastic Gatekeeper 110, selectively using tWo operating 
modes, Normal Mode 126 and Alert Mode 128. The method 
represented by the How diagram of FIG. 2A includes the 
folloWing steps: 
[0038] Step 202: Loading parameters for each end point 
designating its priority, bandWidth, available services and 
alloWable operating modes. 
[0039] Step 204: Loading parameters for netWork devices 
such as MCU devices designating ports available, transcod 
ing capabilities, bandWidth alloWed to each netWork segment, 
bridging capabilities, and MUX capacities. 
[0040] Step 206: Loading a description of the netWork and 
specifying its topology, the locations of the end points and 
netWork devices in the netWork and the bandWidth in each 
netWork segment that is allocated to services of interest. 
[0041] Step 208: Loading policies for Normal Mode 126 
and Alert Mode 128 to be folloWed in the allocation of band 
Width to conferences. 
[0042] Step 210: Providing all of the above information in 
a manner to support tWo modes of operation, Normal Mode 
126 and Alert Mode 128. The Normal Mode 126 being oper 
ated under typical operating conditions and the Alert Mode 
128 being operated under conditions of emergency, stress or 
disaster. Step 210 ?oWs on path 211 to step 212. 
[0043] Step 212: Selecting the Normal mode of operation 
or the Alert mode of operation. 
[0044] Steps 214 and 216 are for the Normal Mode 126. 
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[0045] Step 214: Schedule in advance, track and automati 
cally establish conferences. 
[0046] Step 216: Process the loaded parameters, descrip 
tions and policies and based on the Normal mode of opera 
tion, determine the proper response to requests to establish 
scheduled conferences. 
[0047] Steps 218 and 220 are for the Alert Mode 128. 
[0048] Step 218: Request the immediate establishment of 
ad hoc conferences. 
[0049] Step 220: Process the loaded parameters, descrip 
tions and policies and based on the Alert mode of operation, 
determine the proper response to requests to establish ad hoc 
conferences. 
[0050] FIG. 2B is an example How diagram of the operation 
of the Elastic Gatekeeper, selectively using three operating 
modes, Normal Mode, Alert Mode, and an example Other 
Mode. 
[0051] Step 210 of FIG. 2A ?oWs on path 211 to step 212' 
of FIG. 2B. 
[0052] Step 212': Selecting the Normal mode of operation, 
the Alert mode of operation, or the example Other mode of 
operation. 
[0053] Steps 222 and 224 are for the example Other Mode 
130. 
[0054] Step 222: Request the immediate establishment of 
ad hoc conferences, but With less priority than conferences in 
the Alert Mode. 
[0055] Step 224: Process the loaded parameters, descrip 
tions and policies and based on the Other mode of operation, 
determine the proper response to requests to establish ad hoc 
conferences. 
[0056] FIG. 3 is an example functional block diagram of the 
Elastic Gatekeeper 110. The Elastic Gatekeeper 110 can 
include the computer processor 300 connected to the gateWay 
102 and the memory 310. The processor 300 is shoWn as a 
single processing engine, but it may be embodied as a plural 
ity of processors in a distributed processing system. The 
memory 310 stores the Conference Management System 
SoftWare 320, Which alloWs conferences to be scheduled in 
advance, tracks conference resource usage for items such as 
rooms, codecs and netWork bandWidth. The Conference 
Management System SoftWare 320 sets up conferences and 
monitors on-going conferences. The Conference Manage 
ment System SoftWare 320 participates With gatekeeper func 
tion to provide management of Ad Hoc Conferences. 
[0057] The memory 310 stores the Gatekeeper SoftWare 
340, Which Works With Conference Management System 
SoftWare 320 to control access to netWork resources. Upon 
receiving access request, Gatekeeper SoftWare 340 passes 
request to Conference Management System SoftWare 320 for 
approval. 
[0058] The Conference Management System SoftWare 320 
and the Gatekeeper SoftWare 340 are computer programs 
including sequences of executable instructions, Which When 
executed by the processor 300, carry out the functions of the 
Elastic Gatekeeper 110. 
[0059] The memory 310 stores the Parameters 322 for each 
End Point designating its priority, bandWidth, available ser 
vices and alloWable operating modes. It stores Parameters 
324 for NetWork Devices such as MCU devices designating 
ports available, transcoding capabilities, bandWidth alloWed 
to each netWork segment, bridging capabilities, and MUX 
capacities. It stores the Description 326 of the NetWork speci 
fying its topology, the locations of the end points and netWork 

Oct. 8, 2009 

devices in the netWork and the bandWidth in each netWork 
segment that is allocated to services of interest. 

[0060] The memory 310 stores the Normal Mode policies 
126, Alert Mode policies 128, and the example Other Mode 
policies 130. The memory 310 is shoWn as a single storage 
module, but it may be embodied as a plurality of distributed 
storage modules in a storage array. 

[0061] In operation, the example Conference Management 
System SoftWare 320 alloWs conferences to be scheduled in 
advance, tracks conference resource usage for items such as 
rooms, codecs and netWork bandWidth. In preferred imple 
mentations, it also sets up conferences and monitors on-going 
conferences. Its traditional functions are extended here to 
alloW it to participate With a gatekeeper function to also 
provide management of Ad Hoc Conferences. The example 
Gatekeeper Software 340 Works With the Conference Man 
agement System SoftWare 320 to control access to netWork 
resources. Upon receiving a request to access a call, the 
Gatekeeper SoftWare 340 passes the request to the Confer 
ence Management System SoftWare 320 for its approval. 

[0062] The resulting Elastic Gatekeeper netWork manage 
ment server 110 provides a situational bandWidth allocation 
capability to enable a person in control of an entire enterprise 
netWork to shift the netWork’s bandWidth to key areas based 
on speci?c situations, such as emergency, stress, or disaster. It 
can provide preferential allocation of netWork resources for 
requesting ad hoc videoconferencing sessions under such 
conditions as emergency, stress, or disaster. It can further 

provide preferential allocation, on a temporary basis, netWork 
resources for a high priority project, but Without preempting 
urgent, ad hoc conferences. 

[0063] An example conferencing netWork operating under 
the control of the Elastic Gatekeeper netWork management 
server 110, is shoWn in FIG. 4. The Elastic Gatekeeper 110 
manages the videoconferencing netWork by selectively using 
a Normal Mode policy 126 or anAlert Mode policy 128. The 
gateWay 102 connects the Elastic Gatekeeper 110 to the net 
Work cloud 100, Which includes a variety of circuit sWitched 
and packet sWitched links to a plurality of videoconferencing 
end points. The videoconferencing netWork of FIG. 4 
includes a plurality of example sector netWorks A, B, C, D, 
and E, each respectively connected to the netWork cloud 100 
by a respective link 410A, 410B, 410C, 410D, and 410E, 
Which can range from packet sWitched Internet links to dedi 
cated, circuit sWitched trunks that may include international 
links through undersea ?ber optical cables or leased transpon 
ders of a communications satellite. 

[0064] Each example netWork sector A, B, C, D, and E of 
FIG. 4 includes a respective Multipoint Control Unit (MCU) 
402A, 402B, 402C, 402D, and 402E, connected over the 
respective sector netWork 403A, 403B, 403C, 403D, and 
403E to the respective videoconferencing endpoints 404A, 
406B, and 408C, etc. The MCUs distribute a presenters or 
speaker’s input at a ?rst end point to the output ports repre 
senting the other participants at other endpoints either in the 
same sector or in other sectors in FIG. 4. The gatekeeper 122 
provides the functions of address translation, admissions con 
trol, and bandWidth control for endpoints and MCUs located 
in each sector A, B, C, D, and E. Under control of the elastic 
gatekeeper 110 operating under the current mode policy 126, 
128, or 130, the MCUs and endpoint components in the 
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sectors A, B, C, D, and E are allocated bandwidths to meet the 
current situation of normalcy, emergency, stress, or disaster. 

Example Operation of an Embodiment of the 
Invention 

[0065] An example operation of the method can be applied 
in the area of Warfare. FIG. 5A is a netWork diagram of the 
example conferencing netWork of FIG. 4, operating in a Nor 
mal Operation Mode in a Warfare scenario. Assume that a War 
theater commander at endpoint 404A uses the videoconfer 
encing netWork of FIG. 5A to conduct strategy meetings With 
subordinate commanders, using videoconference rooms 
designed for high quality-of-service communication and 
equipped With high de?nition displays requiring a high band 
Width. The War theater commander’s scheduled conferences 
are assigned a high priority in the Normal Operation Mode. A 
permanent netWork policy gives the War theater commander 
ultimate control of the operating policies of the netWork, 
designating hoW the Normal Mode, Alert Mode, and Other 
Mode operating policies shall allocate netWork bandWidth 
under various conditions. The War theater commander has a 
situational bandWidth allocation capability, enabling him to 
control the entire enterprise netWork to shift the netWork’s 
bandWidth to key areas based on speci?c situations. The War 
theater commander can delegate control of the operating poli 
cies for certain sectors of the netWork and can delegate the 
control for invoking the Normal Mode, Alert Mode, or Other 
Mode policies for certain sectors. In this example, the War 
theater commander at 404A delegates control of the operating 
policies Within a battle?eld sector of the netWork to a battle 
?eld commander at endpoint 404B and delegates to the battle 
?eld commander the control for invoking the Normal Mode, 
Alert Mode, or Other Mode policies for the battle?eld sector. 
FIG. 5B is a pie-chart shoWing an example allocation of 
bandWidth for the example conferencing netWork of FIG. 5A, 
operating in a Normal Operation Mode. 
[0066] The same videoconferencing netWork of FIG. 5A is 
also used for tactical meetings betWeen the battle?eld com 
mander at 404B and other mid-level o?icers at endpoints 
404C and 404D in the same War theater, using moderately 
sophisticated videoconference rooms designed for an inter 
mediate quality-of-service communication and equipped 
With intermediate de?nition displays requiring an intermedi 
ate level bandWidth. The mid-level o?icer’s scheduled con 
ferences are assigned an intermediate priority in the Normal 
Operation Mode. 
[0067] The same videoconferencing netWork of FIG. 5A is 
also used for scheduled conferences betWeen the Quartermas 
ter at endpoint 406B in the same War theater and an outside 
vendor at endpoint 404E, using the moderately sophisticated 
videoconference rooms. The Quartermaster’s scheduled con 
ferences are assigned an intermediate priority in the Normal 
Operation Mode, With the outside vendor. 
[0068] Finally, the same videoconferencing netWork of 
FIG. 5A is also used for ad hoc battle communications 
betWeen the battle commander at 404B, other line o?icers at 
404C and 404D, an artillery commander at 406C and a for 
Ward air controller at 406D, Where conditions of emergency, 
stress, or disaster exist and Where netWork tra?ic is expected 
to be high, but the importance of ad hoc conferences is also 
increased. The artillery commander at 406C and a forWard air 
controller at 406D use limited bandWidth laptop computers 
connected over communications satellite transponders to the 
netWork’s videoconferencing gateWay. 

Oct. 8, 2009 

[0069] Because multiple videoconferencing sessions are 
conducted simultaneously over the netWork, the Elastic Gate 
keeper 110 is used to allocate the ?nite available bandWidth of 
the netWork’s segments and to allocate the conferencing end 
points among the requesting videoconferencing sessions. 
[0070] TWo operating policies are loaded into the Elastic 
Gatekeeper 110, a Normal Mode policy 126 and an Alert 
Mode policy 128. 
[0071] An example Normal Mode policy 126 is shoWn in 
Table 1. Table 1 has columns for end point, enterprise control, 
delegated control, reserved bandWidth, and ad hoc priority. 
The roWs in Table 1 identify each of the end point nodes in 
FIG. 5A. For example, the end point 404A for the theater 
commander, is speci?ed as having the overall netWork con 
trol, a reserved bandWidth of 10%, and an ad hoc priority that 
is beloW all scheduled sessions and With a 1 st come/1 st served 
priority for ad hoc sessions. The end point 404B for the 
battle?eld commander, is speci?ed as having delegated con 
trol in the battle?eld sector, a reserved bandWidth of 10%, and 
an ad hoc priority that is beloW all scheduled sessions and 
With a 1st come/1st served priority for ad hoc sessions. The 
end point 406B for the quartermaster, is speci?ed as having a 
reserved bandWidth of 2%, and an ad hoc priority that is 
beloW all scheduled sessions and With a 1st come/1st served 
priority for ad hoc sessions. 
[0072] The Normal Mode policy 126 is invoked When nor 
mal day-to-day operations are conducted that are not battle 
?eld operations requiring battle?eld communications. For 
example, it is a typical policy for this mode that, all other 
issues being equal, scheduled conferences betWeen the Quar 
termaster at 406B and the vendor at 404E Will have priority 
over ad hoc conferences. 

[0073] An example Alert Mode policy 128 is shoWn in 
Table 2. Table 2 has columns for end point, enterprise control, 
delegated control, reserved bandWidth, and ad hoc priority. 
The roWs in Table 2 identify each of the end point nodes in 
FIG. 6A. For example, the end point 404A for the theater 
commander, is speci?ed as having the overall netWork con 
trol, a reserved bandWidth of 10%, and an ad hoc priority that 
is not greater than 10% or only as the battle?eld commander 
at end point 404B alloWs for ad hoc sessions. The end point 
404B for the battle?eld commander, is speci?ed as having 
delegated control in the battle?eld sector, an on demand 
reserved bandWidth of up to 85%, and a maximum ad hoc 
priority. The on demand reserved bandWidth enables the 
battle?eld commander to select the level of bandWidth nec 
essary to respond to the situation. FIG. 6B shoWs that each 
level increases the amount of dedicated bandWidth reserved 
for the commander’s use during the Alert Mode. The end 
point 406B for the quartermaster, is speci?ed as having a 
reserved bandWidth of 1%, and an ad hoc priority that is not 
greater than 1% or only as the battle?eld commander at end 
point 404B alloWs for ad hoc sessions. 
[0074] The Alert Mode policy 128 is invoked for battle?eld 
operations Where battle?eld communications are conducted 
over the netWork. Under these conditions netWork tra?ic is 
expected to be high, but the importance of ad hoc conferences 
is also increased. In general, this mode is con?gured to ensure 
that the maximum number of conferences can be supported 
and that high priority sites are assured of getting enough 
bandWidth to accomplish their mission. 
[0075] In FIG. 5A, When there are no battle?eld conditions, 
the normal mode policy 126 is selected for the Elastic Gate 
keeper 110 establishing a corresponding normal operational 
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mode for the conferencing network, Wherein scheduled con 
ferences between the Quartermaster at 406B and the vendor at 
404E have priority over ad hoc conferences. The method 
performs the step of processing netWork descriptions based 
on the normal mode policy 126 to determine alloWed 
responses to requests to establish scheduled conferences and 
ad hoc conferences. The scheduled conferences betWeen the 
Quartermaster at 406B and the vendor at 404E are granted the 
netWork resources they need before any resources are granted 
to ad hoc conferences. 
[0076] The Elastic Gatekeeper 110, operating under the 
Normal Mode policy 126 for the Quartermaster’s scheduled 
conference in FIG. 5A, assigns netWork bandWidth from the 
Quartermaster’s endpoint 406B, over the B sector netWork 
403B, over the netWork link 41 0B, through the netWork cloud 
100, over the netWork link 410E, over the E sector netWork 
403E, to the Vendor’s endpoint 404E. The Quartermaster’s 
scheduled conference is assigned the bandWidth it needs over 
the B sector netWork 403B and over the netWork link 410B, 
before any ad hoc conferences can be assigned Whatever 
bandWidth is left over for these links. In alternate scenarios, 
the Normal Mode policy can be con?gured to specify a higher 
priority for ad hoc conferences conducted by the battle?eld 
commander. 

[0077] In FIG. 6A, When the theater commander at 404A 
has delegated to the battle?eld commander at 404B the con 
trol for invoking the Normal Mode, Alert Mode, or Other 
Mode policies for the battle?eld sector, the battle?eld com 
mander at 404B is enabled to invoke a change in the operating 
mode by sending a prearranged control signal to the Elastic 
Gatekeeper 110. When battle?eld conditions are planned or 
experienced, the battle?eld commander at 404B sends a mode 
sWitching signal over the netWork, or via another netWork, to 
the operational mode selection input 125 of the selector 124 
of the Elastic Gatekeeper 110, to change the operating policy 
to the Alert Mode policy 128. 
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[0078] FIG. 6B is a pie-chart shoWing an example alloca 
tion of bandWidth for the example conferencing netWork of 
FIG. 6A, operating in aAlert Operation Mode. The battle?eld 
commander can select the level of bandWidth necessary to 
respond to the situation. Each level increases the amount of 
dedicated bandWidth reserved for the commander’s use dur 
ing the Alert Mode. 
[0079] The method performs the step of selecting the Alert 
Mode policy establishing a corresponding alert operational 
mode for the conferencing netWork of FIG. 6A, Wherein a 
reduced priority is given to scheduled conferences betWeen 
the Quartermaster at 406B and the vendor at 404E and the 
netWork resources are allocated to the ad hoc battle commu 

nications betWeen the battle?eld commander at 404B, line 
o?icers at 404C and 404D, the artillery commander at 406C 
and the forWard air controller at 406D in the battle?eld sector. 
The battle?eld commander at 404B, line of?cers at 404C and 
404D, the artillery commander at 406C and the forWard air 
controller at 406D in the battle?eld sector are granted all of 
the netWork resources they need. The method performs the 
step of processing netWork descriptions based on the Alert 
Mode policy to determine alloWed responses to requests to 
establish scheduled conferences and ad hoc conferences. 

[0080] The Elastic Gatekeeper 110, operating under the 
Alert Mode policy 128 for the Battle?eld Commander’s ad 
hoc conference in FIG. 6A, assigns netWork bandWidth on a 
higher priority basis from the Battle?eld Commander’s end 
point 404B, over the B sector netWork 403B, over the netWork 
link 410B, through the netWork cloud 100, to the line of?cers 
at 404C and 404D, the artillery commander at 406C and the 
forWard air controller at 406D in the battle?eld sector, Who 
are granted all of the netWork resources they need for their 
high priority ad hoc conference. The Quartermaster’s sched 
uled conference Will only be assigned netWork bandWidth if it 
is available during the Alert Mode. 

TABLE 1 

EXAMPLE NORMAL MODE POLICY 126 (for FIGS. 5A & 5B) 

END ENTERPRISE DELEGATED REsERvED AD HOC 
POINT CONTROL CONTROL BANDWIDTH PRIORITY 

404A OvERALL 10% BELOW ALL 
THEATER NETWORK SCHEDULED 
COMMANDER CONTROL 1” COME 

1ST sERvED 
406A 
408A 
404B BATTLEFIELD 10% BELOW ALL 
BATTLEFIELD sECTOR SCHEDULED 
COMMANDER 1ST COME 

1ST sERvED 
406B 2% BELOW ALL 

Q’MASTER SCHEDULED 
1ST COME 
1ST sERvED 

404C 5% BELOW ALL 
MID-LEvEL SCHEDULED 
OFFICER 1ST COME 

1ST sERvED 
406C 5% BELOW ALL 
ARTILLERY SCHEDULED 
COMMANDER 1ST COME 

1ST sERvED 
408C 
404D 5% BELOW ALL 
MID-LEvEL SCHEDULED 
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TABLE l-continued 
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EXAMPLE NORMAL MODE POLICY 126 (for FIGS. 5A & 5B) 

END ENTERPRISE DELEGATED RESERVED AD HOC 
POINT CONTROL CONTROL BANDWIDTH PRIORITY 

OFFICER 1ST COME 
1ST SERVED 

406D BELOW ALL 
FORWARD SCHEDULED 
AIR CNTL 1ST COME 

1ST SERVED 
408D 
404E 2% BELOW ALL 
VENDOR SCHEDULED 

1ST COME 
1ST SERVED 

406E 
408E 

TABLE 2 

EXAMPLE ALERT MODE POLICY 128 (for FIG. 6A & 6B) 

END ENTERPRISE DELEGATED RESERVED AD HOC 
POINT CONTROL CONTROL BANDWIDTH PRIORITY 

404A OVERALL 10% NOT >10% OR 
THEATER NETWORK ONLY AS 404B 
COMMANDER CONTROL ALLOWS 
406A 
408A 
404B BATTLEFIELD ON DEMAND MAXIMUM 
BATTLEFIELD SECTOR UP TO 85% 
COMMANDER CONTROL 
406B 1% NOT >1% OR 
Q’MASTER ONLY AS 404B 

ALLOWS 
404C 1% NOT >1% OR 
MID-LEVEL ONLY AS 404B 
OFFICER ALLOWS 
406C 1% NOT >1% OR 
ARTILLERY ONLY AS 404B 
COMMANDER ALLOWS 
408C 
404D 1% NOT >1% OR 
MID-LEVEL ONLY AS 404B 
OFFICER ALLOWS 
406D 1% NOT >1% OR 
FORWARD ONLY AS 404B 
AIR CN TL ALLOWS 
408D 
404E 
VENDOR 
406E 
408E 

CONCLUSION devices, thereby making a computer program product or 
article of manufacture according to the embodiments. As 

‘G ' ” ‘G 

[0081] Using the description proVided herein, the embodi- Such’ the terms amcle Ofmanufacture and Computer Pro‘ 
ments may be implemented as a machine, process, or article 
of manufacture by using standard programming and/ or engi 
neering techniques to produce programming softWare, ?rm 
Ware, hardWare or any combination thereof. 

[0082] Any resulting program(s), haVing computer-read 
able program code, may be embodied on one or more com 
puter-usable media such as resident memory deVices, smart 
cards or other remoVable memory deVices, or transmitting 

gram product” as used herein are intended to encompass a 
computer program that exists permanently or temporarily on 
any computer-usable medium or in any transmitting medium 
Which transmits such a program. 
[0083] As indicated aboVe, memory/ storage deVices 
include, but are not limited to, disks, optical disks, remoVable 
memory deVices such as smart cards, semiconductor memo 
ries such as RAM, ROM, PROMS, etc. Transmitting medi 
ums include, but are not limited to, transmissions Via Wireless 
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communication networks, the Internet, intranets, telephone/ 
modem-based netWork communication, hard-Wired/ cabled 
communication netWork, satellite communication, and other 
stationary or mobile netWork systems/communication links. 
[0084] The resulting invention provides a situational band 
Width allocation capability to enable a person in control of an 
entire enterprise netWork to shift the netWork’s bandwidth to 
key areas based on speci?c situations, such as emergency, 
stress, or disaster. 
[0085] Although example embodiments of the invention 
have been disclosed, a person skilled in the art Will understand 
that changes can be made to the example embodiments With 
out departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 

1. An apparatus, comprising: 
a conference management system con?gured to provide 

situational bandWidth allocation capability by selec 
tively implementing a selected one of a plurality of dif 
ferent operating policies establishing a corresponding 
one of a plurality of operational modes to shift allocation 
of the netWork’s bandWidth from a normal bandWidth 
allocation under normal conditions to an allocation of 
bandWidth to assigned endpoints of the netWork under 
conditions of emergency, stress, or disaster; and 

a gatekeeper coupled to the conference management sys 
tem, con?gured to set up calls in said netWork, the gate 
keeper upon receiving a call requesting access to a con 
ference in the netWork, con?gured to pass the request to 
the conference management system for its approval 
before completing setting up the call; 

said plurality of operating policies including a normal 
mode policy establishing a corresponding normal opera 
tional mode having a normal bandWidth allocation in the 
netWork and an alert mode policy establishing a corre 
sponding alert operational mode having an allocation of 
bandWidth to assigned endpoints of the netWork under 
conditions of emergency, stress, or disaster; 

said conference management system con?gured to select 
the normal mode policy establishing the corresponding 
normal operational mode for the netWork, Wherein 
scheduled conferences have priority over ad hoc confer 
ences; 

said conference management system con?gured to select 
the alert mode policy establishing the corresponding 
alert operational mode for the netWork, Wherein a 
reduced priority is given to scheduled conferences and 
netWork resources are allocated based on priorities of 
netWork end points assigned by the alert mode policy; 

said conference management system con?gured to execute 
said selected one of said plurality of operating policies, 
to process a description of netWork resources and cur 
rent operational mode and to decide What resources can 
be granted to said request. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, Which further comprises: 
said conference being a video, audio, or collaboration con 

ference. 
3. The apparatus of claim 1, Which further comprises: 
said normal mode policy being associated With normal 

day-to-day operations Where scheduled conferences 
Will have priority over ad hoc conferences. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1, Which further comprises: 
said alert mode policy being associated With conditions of 

emergency, stress, or disaster Where netWork tra?ic is 
expected to be high, but the importance of ad hoc con 
ferences is also increased. 
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5. The apparatus of claim 1, Which further comprises: 
said plurality of operating policies further including an 

other mode policy establishing a corresponding other 
operational mode; 

said other mode policy being associated With conditions 
Where there is a temporary, but high priority project that 
requires preferential allocation of netWork resources, 
but Without preempting urgent, ad hoc conferences deal 
ing With emergency, stress, or disaster. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1, Which further comprises: 
said conference management system operating on in-pro 

cess conferences to either reduce their usage of netWork 
resources or to terminate the conference in order to make 
room for higher priority conferences. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1, Which further comprises: 
said conference management system operating under an 

alert mode policy establishing a corresponding alert 
operational mode, providing preferential allocation of 
netWork resources for requesting ad hoc videoconfer 
encing sessions under conditions of emergency, stress, 
or disaster. 

8. The apparatus of claim 1, Which further comprises: 
said conference management system operating under an 

other mode policy establishing a corresponding other 
operational mode, providing, on a temporary basis, net 
Work resources for a high priority project, but Without 
preempting urgent, ad hoc conferences. 

9. A method, comprising: 
selecting a normal mode policy in a netWork management 

server, establishing a corresponding normal operational 
mode for a conferencing netWork, Wherein scheduled 
conferences have priority over ad hoc conferences; 

processing netWork descriptions in the netWork manage 
ment server, based on said normal mode policy to deter 
mine alloWed responses to requests to establish sched 
uled conferences and ad hoc conferences; 

selecting an alert mode policy in the netWork management 
server, establishing a corresponding alert operational 
mode for a conferencing netWork, Wherein a reduced 
priority is given to scheduled conferences and netWork 
resources are allocated based on assigned priorities of 
end points; and 

processing netWork descriptions in the netWork manage 
ment server, based on said alert mode policy to deter 
mine alloWed responses to requests to establish sched 
uled conferences and ad hoc conferences. 

10. The method of claim 9, Which further comprises: 
prioritizing in the netWork management server, end-points 

and/or users in the netWork to ensure that system 
resources are allocated to most important usages When 
netWork resources are limited. 

11. The method of claim 9, Which further comprises: 
operating in the netWork management server, on in-process 

conferences to either reduce their usage of netWork 
resources or to terminate the in-process conference in 
order to make room for higher priority conferences. 

12.A computer readable medium storing computer execut 
able program code, comprising: 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
selecting a normal mode policy in a netWork manage 
ment server, establishing a corresponding normal opera 
tional mode for a conferencing netWork, Wherein sched 
uled conferences have priority over ad hoc conferences; 
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computer executable program code in said medium for 
processing network descriptions in the network manage 
ment server, based on said normal mode policy to deter 
mine allowed responses to requests to establish sched 
uled conferences and ad hoc conferences; 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
selecting an alert mode policy in the network manage 
ment server, establishing a corresponding alert opera 
tional mode for a conferencing network, wherein a 
reduced priority is given to scheduled conferences and 
network resources are allocated based on assigned pri 
orities of end points; and 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
processing network descriptions in the network manage 
ment server, based on said alert mode policy to deter 
mine allowed responses to requests to establish sched 
uled conferences and ad hoc conferences. 

13 . A method for ?exibly allocating network bandwidth for 
scheduled and ad hoc conferences, comprising: 

loading parameters in a network management server, for 
each end point in a network, designating its priority, 
bandwidth, available services and allowable operating 
modes; 

loading parameters in the network management server, for 
network devices designating ports available and allowed 
bandwidth to each network segment; 

loading a description in the network management server, of 
the network and the bandwidth in each network segment 
that is allocated to services of interest; 

loading a plurality of policies in the network management 
server, to be followed in allocating bandwidth to confer 
ences, to support a plurality of modes of operation, 
including a normal mode policy establishing a normal 
mode operated under normal operating conditions and 
an alert mode policy establishing an alert mode operated 
under conditions of emergency, stress or disaster; 

selecting in the network management server, the normal 
mode policy for the normal mode of operation or the 
alert mode policy for the alert mode of operation; 

scheduling in the network management server, confer 
ences in the normal mode of operation in response to the 
normal mode policy; and 

requesting in the network management server, immediate 
establishment of ad hoc conferences in the alert mode of 
operation in response to the alert mode policy. 

14. A computer readable medium storing computer execut 
able program code for ?exibly allocating network bandwidth 
for scheduled and ad hoc conferences, comprising: 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
loading parameters in a network management server, for 
each end point in a network, designating its priority, 
bandwidth, available services and allowable operating 
modes; 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
loading parameters in the network management server, 
for network devices designating ports available and 
allowed bandwidth to each network segment; 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
loading a description in the network management server, 
of the network and the bandwidth in each network seg 
ment that is allocated to services of interest; 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
loading a plurality of policies in the network manage 
ment server, to be followed in allocating bandwidth to 
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conferences, to support a plurality of modes of opera 
tion, including a normal mode policy establishing a nor 
mal mode operated under normal operating conditions 
and an alert mode policy establishing an alert mode 
operated under conditions of emergency, stress or disas 
ter; 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
selecting in the network management server, the normal 
mode policy for the normal mode of operation or the 
alert mode policy for the alert mode of operation; 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
scheduling in the network management server, confer 
ences in the normal mode of operation in response to the 
normal mode policy; and 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
requesting in the network management server, immedi 
ate establishment of ad hoc conferences in the alert 
mode of operation in response to the alert mode policy. 

15. The apparatus of claim 1, which further comprises: 
said alert mode policy specifying a ?rst end point in the 

network having overall network control and selectively 
able to delegate control in a speci?ed network sector to 
a second end point in the network. 

16. The apparatus of claim 1, which further comprises: 
said alert mode policy specifying a ?rst end point in the 

network having on demand reserved bandwidth and able 
to select levels of bandwidth necessary to communicate 
with a second end point in the network. 

17. The method of claim 9, which further comprises: 
said alert mode policy specifying a ?rst end point in the 

network having overall network control and selectively 
able to delegate control in a speci?ed network sector to 
a second end point in the network. 

18. The method of claim 9, which further comprises: 
said alert mode policy specifying a ?rst end point in the 

network having on demand reserved bandwidth and able 
to select levels of bandwidth necessary to communicate 
with a second end point in the network. 

19. The computer readable medium of claim 12, which 
further comprises: 

said alert mode policy specifying a ?rst end point in the 
network having overall network control and selectively 
able to delegate control in a speci?ed network sector to 
a second end point in the network. 

20. The computer readable medium of claim 12, which 
further comprises: 

said alert mode policy specifying a ?rst end point in the 
network having on demand reserved bandwidth and able 
to select levels of bandwidth necessary to communicate 
with a second end point in the network. 

21. An apparatus, comprising: 
a conference management system con?gured to provide 

situational bandwidth allocation capability by selec 
tively implementing a selected one of a plurality of dif 
ferent operating policies establishing a corresponding 
one of a plurality of operational modes to shift allocation 
of the network’s bandwidth from a normal bandwidth 
allocation under normal conditions to a preferential allo 
cation of network resources to assigned endpoints of the 
network under conditions where there is a temporary, 
but high priority project that requires preferential allo 
cation of network resources; and 

a gatekeeper coupled to the conference management sys 
tem, con?gured to set up calls in said network, the gate 
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keeper upon receiving a call requesting access to a con 
ference in the network, con?gured to pass the request to 
the conference management system for its approval 
before completing setting up the call; 

said plurality of operating policies including a normal 
mode policy establishing a corresponding normal opera 
tional mode having a normal bandwidth allocation in the 
network and an other mode policy establishing a corre 
sponding other operational mode having a preferential 
allocation of network resources; 

said conference management system con?gured to select 
the normal mode policy establishing the corresponding 
normal operational mode for the network, wherein 
scheduled conferences have priority over ad hoc confer 
ences; 

said conference management system con?gured to select 
the other mode policy establishing the corresponding 
other operational mode for the network, wherein a pref 
erential allocation of network resources enables an 
immediate establishment of ad hoc conferences for 
assigned endpoints of the network under conditions 
where there is a temporary, but high priority project that 
requires preferential allocation of the network 
resources; 

said conference management system con?gured to execute 
said selected one of said plurality of operating policies, 
to process a description of network resources and cur 
rent operational mode and to decide what resources can 
be granted to said request. 

22. The apparatus of claim 21, which further comprises: 
said conference being a video, audio, or collaboration con 

ference. 
23. The apparatus of claim 21, which further comprises: 
said normal mode policy being associated with normal 

day-to-day operations where scheduled conferences 
will have priority over ad hoc conferences. 

24. The apparatus of claim 21, which further comprises: 
said other mode policy being associated with conditions 
where there is a temporary, but high priority project that 
requires preferential allocation of network resources, 
but without preempting urgent, ad hoc conferences deal 
ing with emergency, stress, or disaster. 

25. The apparatus of claim 21, which further comprises: 
said conference management system operating on in-pro 

cess conferences to either reduce their usage of network 
resources or to terminate the conference in order to make 
room for higher priority conferences. 

26. A method, comprising: 
selecting a normal mode policy in a network management 

server, establishing a corresponding normal operational 
mode for a conferencing network, wherein scheduled 
conferences have priority over ad hoc conferences; 

processing network descriptions in the network manage 
ment server, based on said normal mode policy to deter 
mine allowed responses to requests to establish sched 
uled conferences and ad hoc conferences; 

selecting an other mode policy in the network management 
server, establishing a corresponding other operational 
mode for the conferencing network, wherein a preferen 
tial allocation of network resources enables an immedi 
ate establishment of ad hoc conferences for assigned 
endpoints of the network under conditions where there is 
a temporary, but high priority project that requires pref 
erential allocation of the network resources; and 
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processing network descriptions in the network manage 
ment server, based on said other mode policy to deter 
mine allowed responses to requests to establish sched 
uled conferences and ad hoc conferences. 

27. The method of claim 26, which further comprises: 
prioritizing in the network management server, end-points 

and/or users in the network to ensure that system 
resources are allocated to most important usages when 
network resources are limited. 

28. The method of claim 26, which further comprises: 
operating in the network management server, on in-process 

conferences to either reduce their usage of network 
resources or to terminate the in-process conference in 
order to make room for higher priority conferences. 

29.A computer readable medium storing computer execut 
able program code, comprising: 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
selecting a normal mode policy in a network manage 
ment server, establishing a corresponding normal opera 
tional mode for a conferencing network, wherein sched 
uled conferences have priority over ad hoc conferences; 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
processing network descriptions in the network manage 
ment server, based on said normal mode policy to deter 
mine allowed responses to requests to establish sched 
uled conferences and ad hoc conferences; 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
selecting an other mode policy in the network manage 
ment server, establishing a corresponding other opera 
tional mode for the conferencing network, wherein a 
preferential allocation of network resources enables an 
immediate establishment of ad hoc conferences for 
assigned endpoints of the network under conditions 
where there is a temporary, but high priority project that 
requires preferential allocation of the network 
resources; and 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
processing network descriptions in the network manage 
ment server, based on said other mode policy to deter 
mine allowed responses to requests to establish sched 
uled conferences and ad hoc conferences. 

3 0. A method for ?exibly allocating network bandwidth for 
scheduled and ad hoc conferences, comprising: 

loading parameters in a network management server, for 
each end point in a network, designating its priority, 
bandwidth, available services and allowable operating 
modes; 

loading parameters in the network management server, for 
network devices designating ports available and allowed 
bandwidth to each network segment; 

loading a description in the network management server, of 
the network and the bandwidth in each network segment 
that is allocated to services of interest; 

loading a plurality of policies in the network management 
server, to be followed in allocating bandwidth to confer 
ences, to support a plurality of modes of operation, 
including a normal mode policy establishing a normal 
mode operated under normal operating conditions and 
an other mode policy establishing a corresponding other 
operational mode for the conferencing network, wherein 
a preferential allocation of network resources enables an 
immediate establishment of ad hoc conferences for 
assigned endpoints of the network under conditions 
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Where there is a temporary, but high priority project that 
requires preferential allocation of the network 
resources; 

selecting in the netWork management server, the normal 
mode policy for the normal mode of operation or the 
other mode policy for the other mode of operation; 

scheduling in the netWork management server, confer 
ences in the normal mode of operation in response to the 
normal mode policy; and 

requesting in the netWork management server, immediate 
establishment of ad hoc conferences in the other mode of 
operation in response to the other mode policy. 

31. A computer readable medium storing computer execut 
able program code for ?exibly allocating netWork bandWidth 
for scheduled and ad hoc conferences, comprising: 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
loading parameters in a netWork management server, for 
each end point in a netWork, designating its priority, 
bandWidth, available services and alloWable operating 
modes; 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
loading parameters in the netWork management server, 
for netWork devices designating ports available and 
alloWed bandWidth to each netWork segment; 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
loading a description in the netWork management server, 
of the netWork and the bandWidth in each netWork seg 
ment that is allocated to services of interest; 
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computer executable program code in said medium for 
loading a plurality of policies in the netWork manage 
ment server, to be folloWed in allocating bandWidth to 
conferences, to support a plurality of modes of opera 
tion, including a normal mode policy establishing a nor 
mal mode operated under normal operating conditions 
and an other mode policy establishing a corresponding 
other operational mode for the conferencing netWork, 
Wherein a preferential allocation of netWork resources 
enables an immediate establishment of ad hoc confer 
ences for assigned endpoints of the netWork under con 
ditions Where there is a temporary, but high priority 
project that requires preferential allocation of the net 
Work resources; 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
selecting in the netWork management server, the normal 
mode policy for the normal mode of operation or the 
other mode policy for the other mode of operation; 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
scheduling in the netWork management server, confer 
ences in the normal mode of operation in response to the 
normal mode policy; and 

computer executable program code in said medium for 
requesting in the netWork management server, immedi 
ate establishment of ad hoc conferences in the other 
mode of operation in response to the other mode policy. 

* * * * * 


