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A plant pot tray for use With a plant pot having a support 
medium inside the plant pot to provide a generally horizontal 
table-like surface next to the plant pot that can be used to 
support one or more objects thereon. The plant pot tray com 
prises a support mechanism for supportably attaching a tray 
substantially adjacent the plant pot. Preferably, the support 
mechanism includes a pair of proximal support members 
Which attach to the proximal side of the tray and a distal 
support member Which attaches to or near the distal side of the 
tray. An anchor member of each proximal support member is 
received in and held in place by the support medium. One 
section of the distal support member engages the upper edge 
of the plant pot and another section engages the side Wall of 
the plant pot to support the tray in a substantially horizontal 
position. 
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PLANT POT TRAY 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] None. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY 
SPONSORED RESEARCH 

[0002] Not Applicable. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] A. Field of the Invention 
[0004] The ?eld of the present invention relates generally to 
trays, tables and the like that are supported above the ground, 
?oor or other surface on Which the apparatus for supporting 
the tray rests. In particular, the present invention relates to 
trays that are supported by a non-traditional tray support 
apparatus to provide a generally horizontal surface on Which 
to place objects. Even more particularly, the present invention 
relates to such apparatuses that are con?gured to be utiliZed 
With a plant pot to support the tray at or near the upper edge of 
the plant pot. 
[0005] B. Background 
[0006] Many people enjoy vieWing and taking care of 
plants and having one or more plants around their yard, on 
their patio, porch, pool deck or other outside surfaces and in 
their sunroom, livingroom or other rooms of their home. For 
use on hard surfaces and to alloW the plants to be moved from 
one place to another as desired or necessary, plants are often 
planted in pots. While some plant pots are small and intended 
to be placed on a shelf, table and other raised surfaces or hung 
by a plant hanger or the like, many plant pots are someWhat 
large and, as such, are generally placed directly on and sup 
ported by the ground, ?oor, deck, patio or other surface. The 
plant pot is ?lled With a support medium that supports one or 
more plants in the pot, often in a generally upright position, to 
add for the enjoyment of the plant oWner and others Who may 
see the plant pot. The plants may be live plants and the support 
medium can be soil or other material that is conducive to the 
groWing and continued life of the plant. Alternatively, the 
plants may be arti?cial and the support medium in the plant 
pot may be sand, rocks or other materials that are merely 
intended to support the one or more arti?cial plants in the 
plant pot and to add Weight to the plant pot so it is not easily 
tipped or knocked over. Whether the plants are live or arti? 
cial, the combined Weight of the plants, the support medium 
in the plant pot and the plant pot itself, particularly for larger 
siZed plant pots, can be someWhat signi?cant, resulting in the 
plant pots being dif?cult to move. 
[0007] In addition to being available in different siZes, plant 
pots are also available in a Wide variety of different con?gu 
rations. Generally, all plant pots have a bottom that is closed 
or substantially closed, typically only having a small hole in 
the bottom Wall, and a top that is substantially open to receive 
the support medium and plants and through Which the plants 
extend. The top edge of many plant pots have a lip that extends 
outWard from the top of the plant pot. The top edge of the plant 
pot may have a generally round, oval, square, rectangular or 
other pro?le, Which may or may not correspond to the shape 
of the bottom of the plant pot, and a pot body that may, at least 
in part, someWhat incline or curve inWardly, extend outWardly 
or be substantially in-line relative to the top of the plant pot. 
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[0008] One common use ofplant pots is to be able to sit near 
one or more of the plant pots and enjoy the beauty associated 
With the plants and, often, the plant pots themselves. As such, 
many people decorate their home, patio or pool deck With one 
or more chairs, stools, benches or other seating facilities in the 
vicinity of a plant pot so that they may enjoy sitting next to the 
plant(s) While reading, seWing or doing other activities by 
themselves or While visiting With others. Very often, it is also 
bene?cial to have a table, shelf or other generally horizontal 
tray surface positioned near the plant pot and seating facilities 
on Which a person may place a drink, plate, boWl, book, pen, 
phone or a variety of other objects. In addition, many people 
Would ?nd it bene?cial to have a tray at the plant pot for 
placing objects, including candles and the like, on the surface 
of the tray to accessoriZe the plant pot to make it more attrac 
tive Whether or not it is used near seating facilities. Presently, 
a tray surface is provided as a separate table having an 
attached, either ?xedly or removably, support apparatus that 
disposes the tray surface above the ground, ?oor or other 
surface on Which the table rests a suf?cient distance to be 
suitable for its intended use. 

[0009] One problem With use ofa table near a plant pot is 
that often such use requires movement of the plant pot aWay 
from the seating facilities to provide suf?cient space for the 
table, movement of the seating facilities aWay from the plant 
pot and/or placement of the table in front of the plant pot so 
that the persons sitting on the seats may effectively and e?i 
ciently use the tray surface. As stated above, if the plant pot is 
large, moving the plant pot can be someWhat dif?cult and 
impractical. Moving the seating facilities aWay from the plant 
pot or placing the table in front of the plant pot can substan 
tially diminish the aesthetic effect that Was originally 
intended by positioning the seating facilities in close proxim 
ity to the plant pot. As a result, many people either do not 
utiliZe a table, thereby requiring the people sitting in the seats 
to hold their drinks or other objects in their hands or place the 
objects on the ground near the seats, orposition the table aWay 
from the plant pot and, typically, at a position inconvenient to 
one or more of the people sitting next to the plant pot. 

[0010] The prior art is replete With apparatuses for support 
ing a plant pot above the ground or other surface, With trays 
that attach to the bottom of a plant pot or Which receive the 
bottom of the plant pot Within the tray and With tables or the 
like that support objects, none of Which provides a tray sur 
face attached to the plant pot that can be utiliZed by persons 
sifting next to the plant pot for support. For instance, US. Pat. 
Nos. 6,109,462, 5,711,502, 5,390,443 and D338,122 to 
Emalfarb, et al. are directed to hanger apparatuses that hang 
on a fence, railing or other object and provide a receptacle 
like section to receive one or more plant pots. US. Pat. No. 
3,981,099 to DZieWulski discloses a hanging plant pot having 
a detachable tray that attaches to the bottom of the plant pot to 
receive excess ?uid from the plant pot. US. Pat. No. 4,454, 
681 to White discloses a bracket for securing a plant pot to a 
shelf by extending a portion of the bracket, Which is placed 
inside the plant pot, through the plant pot drainage hole and 
into or through the shelf. US. Pat. No. 4,821,454 to Wilds, 
US. Pat. No. 5,960,587 andU.S. Pat. No. 6,161,333 to Poston 
disclose plant pots that are con?gured to sit on top of a table 
With plants received in the pot and an umbrella pole received 
through the center ofthe pot. US. Pat. No. 5,966,868 to Cox 
discloses a ?oWer pot con?gured to support a variety of 
detachable laWn ?xtures, such as a bird bath, table, urn or 
sundial in spaced apart relation above the ?oWer pot. US. Pat. 
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No. 6,237,881 to Levesque discloses an apparatus that con 
ver‘ts between a ?ower pot holder and a table support by 
removing the pot and placing a table top in its place. 
[0011] As stated above, the prior art devices do not solve 
the problems associated With Wanting to have a table or tray 
surface next to a plant pot so that persons sitting in chairs or 
other seating facilities next to the plant pot or around the plant 
pot can place objects on the tray surface or being able to 
accessoriZe the plant pot by placing candles or other objects 
on a tray at the plant pot. What is needed, therefore, is a tray 
and an associated tray support apparatus that is con?gured to 
support the tray on the plant pot so as to provide a tray surface 
substantially adjacent the plant pot and, thereby, eliminate the 
need for a separate table or tray. Preferably, the tray and tray 
support apparatus should be adaptable for a variety of differ 
ent siZes and shapes of plant pots and be utiliZed With plant 
pots having live and/or arti?cial plants supported by a support 
medium. The preferred tray and support apparatus should be 
con?gured to securely dispose the tray on the plant pot so that 
the user may safely place drinks, plates, Writing materials, 
telephones and other objects on the tray surface. Preferably, 
the tray and support apparatus should be easy and quick to 
disassemble so the user can install the tray When needed and 
remove it When it is not needed. The tray support apparatus 
should be con?gured such that it may be installed on the plant 
pot Without scratching, marring or otherWise damaging the 
plant pot. The preferred tray and support apparatus should be 
adjustable to ?t different siZes of plant pots. Preferably, the 
tray and support apparatus should be relatively inexpensive to 
manufacture and be adaptable to including a variety of design 
elements With the tray and/or the support apparatus. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0012] The plant pot tray of the present invention solves the 
problems and provides the bene?ts identi?ed above. That is to 
say, the present invention is a plant pot tray having an asso 
ciated tray support apparatus that provides a table-like tray 
adjacent a plant pot With a tray surface on Which a variety of 
objects may be placed. In a preferred con?guration, the sup 
port apparatus disposes the inner side of the tray substantially 
adjacent or near the upper edge of the plant pot and supports 
the surface of the tray in a substantially horiZontal position so 
that the user may place drinks, plates, Writing materials and a 
variety of other objects on the tray. The preferred tray support 
apparatus of the present invention utiliZes the support 
medium in the plant pot and the side Wall of the plant pot to 
provide support for the tray so that a variety of objects may be 
safely placed on the tray. The tray and tray support apparatus 
of the present invention can be con?gured for a Wide variety 
of different siZes and shapes of plant pots, including those 
having a generally round, oval, square or rectangular pro?le at 
or near the top of the plant pot. The plant pot tray of the 
present invention is easy to install and disassemble, alloWing 
the user to easily and quickly place the tray on the plant pot 
When needed and remove it from the plant pot When it is not 
needed. In addition, the plant pot tray of the present invention 
can be installed Without the use of adhesives, placement of 
holes in the plant pot or other modi?cations to the plant pot 
and Without scratching, marring or otherWise damaging the 
plant pot. In a preferred con?guration, the various support 
components of the plant pot tray are adjustable to ?t different 
siZes of plant pots and can be made out of materials that are 
relatively inexpensive. The tray portion of the plant pot tray 
can be made out of a Wide variety of different materials. Both 
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the tray and its support apparatus can include a variety of 
design and/or functional elements. 
[0013] In a primary embodiment of the present invention, 
the plant pot tray generally comprises a tray and a means for 
supportably attaching the tray to the plant pot so as to dispose 
the upper surface of the tray in a substantially horiZontal 
position at the plant pot so the user may place one or more 
objects, such as drink containers, plates, eating utensils, read 
ing materials and the like, thereon When sitting next to the 
plant pot. Preferably, the supporting means positions the tray 
substantially adjacent the plant pot and engages the support 
medium, such as soil, rocks, sand or the like, inside the plant 
pot, the upper edge of the plant pot and the side of the plant 
pot. In a preferred embodiment, the supporting means com 
prises a pair of proximal support members that each engage 
and support a proximal side of the tray and a distal support 
member Which engages the tray to support the distal side of 
the tray so as to dispose the proximal side of the tray substan 
tially adjacent the upper edge of the plant pot and the distal 
side of the tray in outWardly extending relation to the plant 
pot. The proximal support members comprise an anchor 
member that is inserted into the support medium inside the 
plant pot, a span section Which spans across the upper edge 
and, if applicable, the lip at the top of the plant pot and a 
proximal side engaging means that engages the tray at or near 
its proximal side. In the preferred embodiment, the proximal 
side engaging means comprises an upWardly disposed hook 
element that receives a portion of the tray or a portion of a 
frame member of the frame that de?nes the tray. The Weight 
and/or compaction of the support medium inside the plant pot 
supports the anchor member so that the hook element may 
hold the proximal side of the tray in position substantially 
adjacent the plant pot. 
[0014] In the preferred embodiment, the distal support 
member comprises an edge engaging section Which engages 
the upper edge of the plant pot, a Wall engaging section that 
engages a side Wall of the plant pot, a distal side engaging 
means Which engages the tray at or toWard its distal side and 
an outWardly extending section that interconnects the Wall 
engaging section and the distal side engaging means to posi 
tion the distal side engaging means at the distal side of the 
tray. The edge engaging section straddles and engages the 
upper edge and lip of the plant pot. The Weight of the tray and 
any objects thereon push the Wall engaging section against the 
side Wall of the plant pot to support the distal side of the tray 
and dispose the tray’s upper surface in a substantially hori 
Zontal position. The distal side engaging means comprises a 
seat element that either receives a doWnWard disposed tab 
member at or near the distal side of the tray or a portion of the 
frame at or near the distal side of the tray to hold the tray in its 
substantially horiZontal position. In a preferred con?guration 
of the distal support member, the outWardly extending section 
is adjustable in length and the distal support member is dis 
assemblable to alloW the user to con?gure the support mem 
ber for the siZe and con?guration of the plant pot on Which the 
plant pot tray Will be used. 
[0015] In use, the user selects a tray that Will be attached to 
a plant pot having a quantity of support medium inside, typi 
cally supporting one or more plants. In a preferred embodi 
ment, the user selects a tray having a proximal pro?le that is 
in corresponding relation to the edge pro?le of the plant pot, 
such that a tray having a curved proximal side Will be utiliZed 
With a plant pot having a round or oval opening at the top 
thereof and a tray having a linear proximal side Will be uti 
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liZed With a plant pot having a generally square or rectangular 
opening. The anchor member of each of the proximal support 
members are inserted inside the support medium by pushing 
doWn on the span section until the span member of the span 
section is above or in overlying relation to the upper edge of 
the plant pot With the hook element extending outWard from 
the plant pot at a position Where the tray Will be placed. The 
edge engaging section of the distal support member is placed 
on the upper edge of the plant pot such that the Wall engaging 
section is against the outer surface of the side Wall of the plant 
pot With the outWardly extending section disposing the seat 
element at or toWards the position Where the distal side of the 
tray Will be placed. The tray is then placed on the supporting 
means With the proximal side, or a component located at or 
near the proximal side, of the tray engaging the hook elements 
of the proximal support members and the tab member or 
frame at or near the distal side in engaging relation With the 
seat element of the distal support member to position the 
proximal side of the tray substantially adjacent the top of the 
plant pot With the upper surface of the tray in a generally 
horizontal position to provide a table-like surface on Which to 
place one or more objects. The support apparatus utiliZed 
With the plant pot tray is installed and removed from the plant 
pot tray Without any modi?cations to the plant pot tray and 
Without damaging the plan pot. 
[0016] Accordingly, one of the primary aspects of the 
present invention is to provide a plant pot tray that has the 
advantages discussed above and Which overcomes the disad 
vantages and limitations associated With presently available 
apparatuses for providing a tray surface near a plant pot. 
[0017] It is an important aspect of the present invention to 
provide a plant pot tray that is con?gured to attach to and be 
support by a plant pot so as to dispose a substantially hori 
Zontal tray surface at or near the upper edge of the plant pot. 
[0018] It is also an important aspect of the present invention 
to provide a plant pot tray that safely and securely positions a 
tray substantially adjacent the upper edge of a plant pot so 
persons may place drinks, plates, Writing materials, reading 
materials or other objects on the tray surface While sitting near 
the plant pot. 
[0019] It is also an important aspect of the present invention 
to provide a plant pot tray that comprises a support mecha 
nism Which attaches a tray to the upper edge of the plant pot 
and secures the tray in position by engaging the support 
medium in the plant pot and a Wall of the plant pot. 
[0020] It is also an important aspect of the present invention 
to provide a plant pot tray that is adaptable to a Wide variety 
of plant pot shapes and siZes, easy to attach to and remove 
from the plant pot and made out of materials that provides a 
relatively inexpensive tray positioned at the plant pot. 
[0021] Another important aspect of the present invention is 
to provide a plant pot tray that can be installed on and 
removed from a plant pot Without requiring any modi?cations 
to the plant pot, including drilling holes and the like, Without 
requiring the use of adhesives or the like and Without scratch 
ing, marring or otherWise damaging the plant pot. 
[0022] Yet another important aspect of the present inven 
tion is to provide a plant pot tray that can be customiZed 
according to the user’s oWn tastes With a variety of decorative 
and/ or functional elements in or on the tray and/or the tray 
support apparatus. 
[0023] The above and other aspects and advantages of the 
present invention are explained in greater detail by reference 
to the attached ?gures and the description of the preferred 
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embodiment Which folloWs. As set forth herein, the present 
invention resides in the novel features of form, construction, 
mode of operation and combination of the above presently 
described and understood by the claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0024] In the draWings Which illustrate the preferred 
embodiments and the best modes presently contemplated for 
carrying out the present invention: 
[0025] FIG. 1 is a front perspective vieW of a plant pot tray 
that is con?gured according to a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention shoWn in use With a plant pot having a 
generally curved pro?le at its upper edge; 
[0026] FIG. 2 is a side vieW of the plant pot tray and plant 
pot of FIG. 1; 
[0027] FIG. 3 is a top vieW of a plant pot tray that is 
con?gured according to a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention shoWn in use With a plant pot having a 
generally linear pro?le at its upper edge; 
[0028] FIG. 4 is a side vieW of the plant pot tray and plant 
pot of FIG. 3; 
[0029] FIG. 5 is a front vieW of the plant pot tray and plant 
pot of FIG. 3 particularly shoWing components of the support 
mechanism disposed inside the plant pot; 
[0030] FIG. 6 is a top perspective vieW of a tray frame for 
use in supporting a tray utiliZed With a pot having a curved 
pro?le; 
[0031] FIG. 7 is a side vieW of the components of the 
support apparatus utiliZed With the plant pot and plant pot tray 
ofFIGS. 1 and 2; 
[0032] FIG. 8 is an exploded vieW of the center support 
component of the support apparatus of FIG. 7; 
[0033] FIG. 9 is an alternative hook section of the center 
support component of the support apparatus of FIG. 8 for use 
With a small to medium siZed round pot; 

[0034] FIG. 10 is a top perspective vieW of a tray frame for 
use in supporting a tray utiliZed With a pot having a linear 
pro?le; 
[0035] FIG. 11 is a side vieW of the components of the 
support apparatus utiliZed With the plant pot and plant pot tray 
ofFIGS. 3 and 4; 
[0036] FIG. 12 is an alternative con?guration of the center 
support component of the support apparatus of FIG. 11; 
[0037] FIG. 13 is a front perspective vieW of a plant pot tray 
utiliZed With a plant pot having a curved pro?le shoWing use 
of design and functional elements, namely a decorative front 
Wall, a pair of cup holders and a napkin holder; 
[0038] FIG. 14 is a front perspective vieW of a plant pot tray 
utiliZed With a plant pot having a curved pro?le shoWing use 
of a back Wall and an extended front Wall; 
[0039] FIG. 15 is side perspective vieW of an alternative 
embodiment of a back Wall that can be utiliZed With the plant 
pot tray of the present invention; 
[0040] FIG. 16 is a isolated side vieW of a proximal side 
support member shoWing use of a securing means to secure 
the tray to the support member; 
[0041] FIG. 17 is a top vieW of a plant pot having multiple 
plant pot trays attached thereto so as to circumvent the plant 

Pol; 
[0042] FIG. 18 is a side vieW of a proximal support member 
shoWing use of an adjustable length anchor member and use 
of an adjustable length span section; and 
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[0043] FIG. 19 is an isolated front vieW of the anchor mem 
ber of a proximal support member showing use of a resistance 
Wing attached thereto for providing support in certain support 
mediums. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0044] With reference to the ?gures Where like elements 
have been given like numerical designations to facilitate the 
reader’s understanding of the present invention, the preferred 
embodiments of the present invention are set forth beloW. The 
enclosed text and draWings are merely illustrative of one or 
more preferred embodiments and, as such, disclose one or 
more different Ways of con?guring the present invention. 
Although speci?c components, materials, con?gurations and 
uses are illustrated, it should be understood that a number of 
variations to the components and to the con?guration of those 
components described herein and in the accompanying ?g 
ures can be made Without changing the scope and function of 
the invention set forth herein. For instance, although the ?g 
ures and description provided herein shoW certain con?gura 
tions for the components of the plant pot tray and the plant 
pot, those skilled in the art Will readily understand that this is 
merely for purposes of simplifying the present disclosure and 
that the present invention is not so limited. 
[0045] A plant pot tray con?gured pursuant to a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention is identi?ed generally as 
10 in the ?gures. As best shoWn in FIGS. 1 through 5, the plant 
pot tray 10 is con?gured for use With a plant pot 12 that 
typically has one or more plants 14 disposed in a support 
medium 16. As knoWn in the art, plants 14 can be live plants 
and the support medium 16 can be soil or other organic 
material Which facilitates the groWth of plants 14, or plants 14 
can be arti?cial plants and the support medium 16 can be 
sand, rocks and/or other non-organic material, or plants 14 
can be a combination of live and arti?cial plants in support 
medium 16 having both organic and non-organic materials. 
Plant pot 12 has a bottom 18 that is generally closed, typically 
only having one or more relatively small holes in the bottom 
Wall to alloW excess ?uid to drain, a top 20 Which is generally 
open to alloW the user to place the plants 14 and support 
medium 16 in plant pot 12 and to alloW the plants 14 to groW, 
and one or more side Walls 22 (depending on the con?gura 
tion of plant pot 12) that enclose the support medium 16 in 
plant pot 12. Although the plant pot tray 10 of the present 
invention can be utiliZed With a Wide variety of siZes and 
shapes of plant pot 12, the plant pot tray 10 Will typically be 
most useful and bene?cial With the larger siZed plant pots 12 
that Will dispose the upper surface 24 of tray 26 at a level 
above the ?oor, patio, deck or other surface on Which the 
bottom 18 of plant pot 12 rests that is convenient to use as a 
table-like surface. The opening 28 at the top 20 of plant pot 12 
is de?ned by an upper edge 30 having an edge pro?le 32, 
Which may be round, oval, square, rectangular or a variety of 
other shapes and may or may not correspond to the shape of 
the bottom 18 or side Wall 22 of plant pot 12. Many plant pots 
12 also have an outWard extending lip 34 at or near the upper 
edge 30 ofplant pot 12, as best shoWn in FIGS. 1, 3 and 4. As 
Well knoWn in the art, the plant pot 12 can be made out of a 
variety of different materials, including ceramic, Wood, 
metal, plastic and various composite materials With a side 
Wall 22 that is generally aligned vertically With upper edge 30 
of plant pot 12, a side Wall 22 that extends, at least part 
thereof, outWardly relative to upper edge 30 (as shoWn in FIG. 
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2) or a side Wall 22 that inclines inWardly relative to upper 
edge 30 (as shoWn in FIG. 4). Various other con?gurations of 
plant pot 12 can be utiliZed With the plant pot tray 10 of the 
present invention. 
[0046] As set forth in more detail beloW, tray 26 is sup 
ported on plant pot 12 by a tray supporting means 36 that is 
con?gured to cooperate With the upper edge 30 and, if appli 
cable, lip 34 ofplant pot 12 and the side Wall 22 ofplant pot 
12 so as to support tray 26 generally at or near the top 20 of 
plant pot 12 With the upper surface 24 of tray 26 disposed 
generally horiZontal so that objects, such as the glass 38 or 
boWl 40 shoWn in FIG. 5, may be safely placed on upper 
surface 24. In a preferred embodiment, the tray supporting 
means 36 is con?gured to position the proximal side 42 of tray 
26 generally at or near the upper edge 30 or lip 34 of plant pot 
12 With the distal side 44 of tray 26 outWardly disposed from 
the top 20 of plant pot 12. In a typical con?guration for plant 
pot tray 10, best shoWn in FIGS. 1, 3, 6 and 10, a single tray 
26 Will have a ?rst end 46 and a second end 48 de?ning a 
section length that does not entirely circumvent the top 20 of 
plant pot 12, although plant pot tray 10 could be con?gured to 
entirely or substantially circumvent top 20 or, as shoWn in 
FIG. 17, multiple sections of plant pot tray 10, each having 
tray 26, could be combined to circumvent or substantially 
circumvent the top 20 of plant pot 12. As Will be appreciated 
by many persons Who decorate With plant pots 12, the addi 
tion of tray 26 to plant pot 12, Whether partially around plant 
pot 12 as in FIGS. 1 and 3 or fully circumventing plant pot 12 
as in FIG. 17, alloWs the placement of decorative objects, 
including items such as unlit or lit candles, on the upper 
surface 24 of tray 26 to accessoriZe the plant pot 12 to make 
it more attractive. 

[0047] Although the tray 26 can be manufactured in a vari 
ety of different con?gurations, in the preferred embodiment 
of plant pot tray 10 the proximal side 42 of tray 26 has a 
proximal pro?le 50 Which is in substantially corresponding 
relation to the edge pro?le 32 of plant pot 12 so that the 
combined plant pot 12 and tray 26 Will be more aesthetically 
pleasing. For instance, FIGS. 1, 2 and 17 shoW a plant pot 12 
having a generally round edge pro?le 32 and tray 26 having a 
curved proximal pro?le 50 that substantially correspond in 
shape. FIGS. 3 and 4 shoW a plant pot 12 having a rectangular 
edge pro?le 32 and a tray 26 that has a generally linear 
proximal pro?le 50. In such a con?guration, the proximal side 
42 can be substantially adjacent the top 20 of plant pot 12. In 
the above ?gures, the distal pro?le 52 at distal side 44 is in 
corresponding relation to the proximal pro?le 50 and the edge 
pro?le 32. While use of corresponding edge pro?les 32 and 
proximal pro?les 50 and corresponding proximal pro?les 50 
and distal pro?les 52 is believed to provide a more aestheti 
cally pleasing plant pot tray 10 and plant pot 12 system, the 
present invention is not so limited. As Will be readily apparent 
to those skilled in the art, a square or rectangular shaped tray 
26 can be utiliZed With a plant pot 12 having a round or oval 
edge pro?le 32 and a round or oval shaped tray 26 can be 
utiliZed With a plant pot 12 having a square or rectangular 
edge pro?le 32. 
[0048] The tray 26 can be made out of a Wide variety of 
different materials. For instance, as shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2, 
tray 26 can be made out of a solid or substantially solid piece 
of marble, granite, Wood, metal, ceramic, plastic, glass or 
composite material. Alternatively, tray 26 can be made out of 
a combination of such materials. In another embodiment, 
examples of Which are shoWn in FIGS. 3 through 6 and 10, 
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tray 26 can comprise a tray frame 54 that supports a tray insert 
56 Which de?nes the upper surface 24 of tray 26. Both tray 
frame 54 and tray insert 56 can also be made from a variety of 
different materials. In FIGS. 3, 6 and 10, the tray frame 54 is 
a solid piece of material, such as metal (e.g., Wrought iron, 
copper, steel, aluminum or the like), Wood, plastic or com 
posite and the tray insert 56 is made out of a transparent glass 
or glass-like material (such as certain plastics and the like). 
The tray frame 54 and tray insert 56 can be cooperatively 
con?gured for the tray insert 56 to merely rest on top of tray 
frame 54 or for the tray insert 56 to securely engage or be 
engaged by tray frame 54. In addition, a various tray securing 
devices can be utiliZed With tray frame 54 that alloWs the user 
to selectively engage tray 26 to prevent it from being easily 
separated from the tray frame 54. 
[0049] In a preferred con?guration of the tray frame/insert 
embodiment, the tray frame 54 is siZed and con?gured for the 
tray insert 56 to be securely received inside frame members 
58 that comprise tray frame 54, as best shoWn in FIGS. 6 and 
10. The frame insert 56 can be supported inside frame 54, 
preferably With the top of frame insert 56 at or near the level 
of the top of frame 54, by an insert support means 60. In FIG. 
6, the insert support means 60 comprises a plurality of hori 
Zontally disposed insert support tabs 62 that are attached to 
and project inWardly from frame members 58 a suf?cient 
distance that the tray insert 56 can be safely supported inside 
tray frame 54. Preferably, hoWever, the insert support tabs 62 
do not extend in more than necessary to limit the likelihood 
the tabs 62 Will negatively interfere With the appearance of 
plant pot tray 10. In one embodiment, the insert support tabs 
62 extend inWardly approximately one inch. If desired, one or 
more frame design elements, shoWn as 64 in FIG. 6, can be 
attached to tray frame 54 to improve the appearance of plant 
pot tray 10. With the tray insert 56 made out of glass, plastic 
or other transparent material, the frame design elements 64 
Will be visible from above tray 26. In the embodiment of FIG. 
10, the frame design elements 64 are con?gured to also de?ne 
the insert support means 60, such that the tray insert 56 Will be 
supported by the various frame design elements 64, Which 
comprises both the leaves and the “stem” members connected 
to the leaves, inside tray frame 54. In this embodiment, the 
frame design elements 64 are strategically placed in the open 
area of the tray frame 54 betWeen the various frame members 
58 to safely and effectively (i.e., such that the upper surface 24 
of tray 26 is substantially horizontal) support the tray insert 56 
on tray frame 54. Many other con?gurations for the insert 
support means 60 can be utiliZed With the plant pot tray 10 of 
the present invention. 
[0050] The upper surface 24 of tray 26 can be planar, as 
shoWn in FIG. 1, or shaped as desired by the manufacturer or 
user of plant pot tray 10, including having one or more 
designs placed on or cut into upper surface 24. In the embodi 
ment of FIG. 13, tray 26 includes one or more tray functional 
elements, such as cup holder 66 and napkin holder 68, that are 
intended to improve the use of plant pot tray 10 of the present 
invention. In the embodiment shoWn, a pair of cup holders 66 
are provided, one toWards each end 46/48 of tray 26. Prefer 
ably, the cup holders 66 are of the type that are recessed into 
the upper surface 24 of tray 26 a su?icient distance to reduce 
the likelihood that a glass, cup, can or other beverage con 
tainer Will be accidently knocked over and spill the contents 
thereof. The cup holders 66 can have a solid bottom or be 
con?gured With a cage-like bottom, Which are Well knoWn in 
the art, that supports the container. The napkin holder 68, as 
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Well as any other accessory items, can be ?xedly attached to 
the tray 26 or removably attached so the user can add or 

remove it as he or she desires. The tray 26 can also include a 

side design element 70 that can be integral With, ?xedly 
attached to or removably attached to the distal side 44 of tray 
26, as shoWn in FIG. 13, and/or the ?rst 46 and second 48 ends 
of tray 26. The embodiment of FIG. 14 shoWs use of a back 
Wall 72 and a front Wall 74, both of Which can either be 
integral With, ?xedly attached or removably attached to tray 
26. In addition to adding a decorative touch to plant pot tray 
10, back Wall 72 can prevent objects on the upper surface 24 
of tray 26 from sliding off the back of the tray 26 into plant 14 
or support medium 16 and the purpose of front Wall 74 is to 
hide or at least partially hide some of the loWer components of 
the tray supporting means 36 from vieW and to provide a 
smoother surface in case persons bump against tray 26. FIG. 
15 shoWs an alternative embodiment for back Wall 72. In this 
embodiment, back Wall 72 is separate from tray 26 (e. g., 
detached) and has one or more spike members 76 con?gured 
to be separately placed into support medium 16 at a location 
behind the tray 26 such that the front surface of back Wall 72 
is disposed substantially adjacent to the proximal side 42 of 
tray 26. In a preferred con?guration of this embodiment, the 
back Wall 72 is made out of the same materials as tray 26 and 
spike members 76 are be made out of a substantially stiff, 
corrosion resistant material that can be pushed into support 
medium 16 and held in place by the support medium 16. 
[0051] As set forth above, the tray supporting means 36 is 
con?gured to safely and securely support the tray 26 gener 
ally along or near the top 20 of the plant pot 12. Various 
con?gurations of tray supporting means 36 can be utiliZed 
With the plant pot tray 10 of the present invention. In a pre 
ferred embodiment, the tray supporting means 36 comprises 
a plurality of tray engaging members, shoWn as 78 and 80, 
that are con?gured to engage both plant pot 12 and tray 26 in 
a manner that disposes the upper surface 24 of tray 26 in a 
generally horiZontal position at the top 20 of plant pot 12. 
Although the tray engaging members 78/80 may engage the 
tray 26 virtually anyWhere along the length of tray 26, in the 
preferred embodiment the tray engaging members 78/ 80 
engage the proximal side 42 and distal side 44, respectively, 
of tray 26. In the preferred embodiment, the tray engaging 
members comprise one or more proximal support members 
78 and one or more distal support members 80, as best shoWn 
in FIGS. 5, 7 and 11. The embodiments shoWn in the ?gures 
comprise a ?rst proximal support member 78a, a second 
proximal support member 78b and one distal support member 
80. As set forth in more detail beloW, the proximal support 
members 78 and the distal support member 80 cooperate to 
support the tray 26 substantially adjacent or near the top 20 of 
plant pot 12 With the upper surface 24 of tray 26 disposed 
substantially horiZontal to provide a table-like surface on 
Which one or more objects, such as glass 38 or boWl 40, may 
be placed. Each proximal support member 78 has a section 
that is inserted into the support medium 16 inside the plant pot 
12, typically adjacent or near the inside of side Wall 22, a 
section that spans over the upper edge 30 of the plant pot 12 
and a section that engages the proximal side 42 of tray 26. The 
distal support member 80 has a section that engages the upper 
edge 30 of plant pot 12, a section that engages side Wall 22 of 
plant pot 12 and a section that engages the tray 26 at or near 
the distal side 44 of tray 26. 

[0052] In the preferred embodiment, as best shoWn in 
FIGS. 7 and 11, the proximal support members 78 comprise 
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a substantially vertical anchor member 82, a span section 84 
con?gured to span the upper edge 30 and, if applicable, lip 34 
of plant pot 12, and a proximal side engaging means 86 
con?gured to engage the proximal side 42 of tray 26. The 
anchor member 82, having a loWer end 88 and an upper end 
90, is siZed and con?gured to be substantially inserted into the 
support medium 16 disposed inside plant pot 12, typically at 
or near the interior of side Wall 22. The anchor member 82 
should be suf?ciently stiff to alloW the user to push the loWer 
end 88 doWn into the support medium 16 and to maintain the 
proximal support members 78 in substantial upstanding rela 
tion to the plant pot 12 so as to dispose the span section 84 
above upper edge 30. The mass of the support medium 16 
provides the physical support for the proximal support mem 
bers 78 as they support the Weight of the tray 26 and any 
objects placed on the upper surface 24 thereof. In a preferred 
con?guration, the loWer end 88 of anchor member 82 is 
shaped to form a stake or spike-like con?guration for ease of 
inserting anchor member 82 into the support medium 16. If 
desired, proximal support members 78 can comprises a ?rst 
anchor member 8211 and a second anchor member 82b that are 
in moveable (e. g., slidable) relation to each other and an 
anchor connecting mechanism 83, such as a bolt, screW or the 
like, that locks the tWo components together so the user may 
adjust the length of anchor member 82 for different heights of 
plant pot 12, as shoWn in FIG. 18. 

[0053] The span section 84, positioned at the upper end 90 
of the anchor member 82, comprises a span member 92 that is 
siZed and con?gured to span from anchor member 82 across 
the upper edge 30 and, if applicable, lip 34 at the top 20 of 
plant pot 12, and a leg member 94 that extends generally 
doWnWard from the opposite end of Where span member 92 
connects to anchor member 82. If desired, span section 84 can 
comprise a ?rst span member 9211 and a second span member 
92b in moveable (e.g., slidable) relation Which are connected 
by a span connecting mechanism 93 that alloWs the user to 
adjust the length of span section 84 for a Wider or narroWer 
upper edge 30 and/or lip 34 at the top 20 of plant pot 12, as 
shoWn in FIG. 18. The upper end 90 of anchor member 82, 
span member 92 and leg member 94 de?ne a generally upside 
doWn U-shaped structure that spans over the top 20 of plant 
pot 20, as best shoWn in FIGS. 1, 3 and 4. 

[0054] The material for proximal support members 78 
should be suf?ciently rigid to alloW the user to push doWn on 
the span section 84 to push the loWer end 88 of anchor mem 
ber 82 into the support medium 16 to install the plant pot tray 
1 0 and to pull on span section 84 to pull anchor member 82 out 
of the support medium 16 When disassembling plant pot tray 
10. If desired, the anchor member 82 of the proximal support 
members 78 can be pushed doWn into the support medium 16 
until the span member 92 is in overlying relation to the upper 
edge 30 of plant pot 12. In a preferred embodiment, anchor 
member 82, span member 92 and leg member 94 have a 
rectangular cross-section and are made out of Wrought iron or 
other metal. In an alternative con?guration, shoWn in FIG. 19, 
the proximal support members 78 can include a resistance 
Wing 95 that is attached to or attachable to anchor member 82 
to provide resistance to support the tray 26 in plant pots 12 
that have a relatively light Weight support medium 16, such as 
silk or Styrofoam. Resistance Wing 95 can be integrally 
formed With anchor member 82, ?xedly attached to the 
anchor member 82 by Welding, adhesive or the like or remov 
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ably attached to anchor member 82 With a screW, bolt or other 
connector to alloW the user to selectively utiliZe resistance 
Wing 95. 
[0055] The proximal side engaging means 86 is disposed at 
the loWer end of leg member 94 and con?gured to engage the 
proximal side 42 of tray 26. In the preferred embodiment, the 
proximal side engaging means 86 comprises an upWardly 
turned hook element 96 that is con?gured to engage a corre 
sponding component of the proximal side 42 of tray 26. In the 
embodiment Where tray 26 comprises a tray frame 54, the 
hook element 96 and the frame member 58 at the proximal 
side 42 can be cooperatively con?gured such that the frame 
member 58 is received inside hook element 96, as best shoWn 
in FIGS. 4 and 16. Ifthe tray 26 is a solid material, tray 26 can 
be formed With a cut-out area or the like to be engaged by 
hook element 96 or a separate cooperatively shaped hook 
receiving element can be attached to the proximal side 42 of 
tray 26 for engagement With hook element 96. In one embodi 
ment, the proximal side 42 of tray 26 merely rests inside the 
upturned hook element 96. If desired, hoWever, the proximal 
side 42 of tray 26 can be secured to the hook element 96 With 
a securing means 98, shoWn in FIG. 16. The securing means 
98 can be con?gured to interconnect the hook element 96 and 
the proximal side 42 of tray 26 in a manner that effectively 
locks the tray 26 to the hook element 96. The securing means 
98 can be a pin or the like that is received through the hook 
element 96 and the proximal side 42 of tray 26, Which may be 
through a frame member 58, and then secured With a cotter 
pin, detent device or other pin securing mechanism. Altema 
tively, the securing means can be a screW, bolt or other device 
that is con?gured to join the proximal side 42 of tray 26 to 
hook element 96. Preferably, securing means 98 is of the type 
that alloWs the user to quickly and easily assemble or disas 
semble the plant pot tray 10. 
[0056] As set forth above, distal support member 80 is 
con?gured to attach to or toWards the distal side 44 of tray 26 
so as to support tray 26 substantially adjacent the top 20 of 
plant pot 12 With the upper surface 24 of tray 26 generally 
horiZontal to provide a table-like surface that one or more 
objects may be placed thereon. The ?rst end 100 of distal 
support member 80 attaches to the upper edge 30 and/or lip 34 
of plant pot 12 and the second end 102 thereof attaches to or 
generally toWards distal side 44 of tray 26 to support tray 26 
in an outWardly extending position relative to the top 20 of 
plant pot 20, as best shoWn in FIGS. 2 and 4. In the preferred 
embodiment, shoWn in FIGS. 7 through 9,1 1 and 12, the distal 
support member 80 comprises an edge engaging section 104 
at the ?rst end 100 and a distal side engaging means 106 at the 
second end 102, With a Wall engaging section 108 and an 
outWardly extending section 110 disposed therebetWeen. The 
edge engaging section 104 is con?gured to straddle and 
engage the upper edge 30 and, if applicable, lip 34 at the top 
20 of plant pot 12, as shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 3. In a preferred 
embodiment, the edge engaging section 104 comprises a span 
member 112 that spans across, typically in overlying relation, 
the top edge 30 and lip 34 of plant pot 12, a ?rst leg member 
114 extending doWnWard from the span member 112 inside 
the plant pot 12 to engage the inner side of side Wall 22 at the 
top 20 of plant pot 12 and a second leg member 116 that 
extends doWnWard from the span member 112 outside the 
plant pot 12 to terminate at its loWer end With Wall engaging 
section 108. As best shoWn in FIGS. 2 and 4, the Wall engag 
ing section 108 is con?gured to engage the side Wall 22 of 
plant pot 12 When the edge engaging section 104 is in place 
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over the upper edge 30 and lip 34 at the top 20 of plant pot 12. 
The Weight of the tray 26 and any objects placed thereon Will 
push the Wall engaging section 108 against the side Wall 22 of 
plant pot 12 While the edge engaging section 104 Will hold the 
distal support member 80, With ?rst leg member 114 engag 
ing the inside of side Wall 22 at the top 20 of plant pot 12, in 
place on plant pot 12. As such, the side Wall 22 of plant pot 12 
Will provide the support necessary for the distal support mem 
ber 80 to support the distal side 44 of tray 26 in a manner that 
disposes the upper surface 24 of tray 26 in a generally hori 
Zontal position. 
[0057] The outWardly extending section 110 of distal sup 
port member 80 interconnects the Wall engaging section 108, 
Which is placed in engaging relation With the side Wall 22 of 
plant pot 12, and the distal side engaging means 106, Which 
Will, in a preferred embodiment, connect to and supportedly 
engage the distal side 44 of tray 26. In the preferred embodi 
ment, the outWardly extending section 110 is adjustable in 
length to alloW a single distal support member 80 to be uti 
liZed With plant pots 12 having differently con?gured side 
Walls 22. A plant pot 12 having an outWardly disposed side 
Wall 22, such as shoWn in FIG. 2, Will generally require a 
shorter length outWardly extending section 110 than a plant 
pot 12 having a side Wall 22 that does not extend outWard, 
such as shoWn in FIG. 4. In this embodiment, the outWardly 
extending section 110 Will comprise a ?rst extending member 
118 and a second extending member 120 that are slidably 
joined by a connecting means 122, as shoWn in FIGS. 7, 8 and 
11, that is con?gured to alloW the user to easily and quickly 
adjust the length of the outWardly extending section 110. In 
the embodiment shoWn, the connecting means 122 comprises 
a Wing nut component and a sleeve. Other con?gurations for 
connecting means 122 are Well knoWn to those skilled in the 
art. In the preferred embodiment, the Wall engaging section 
108 is removably attached to the outWardly extending section 
110, at ?rst extending member 118, to alloW the user to 
replace the edge engaging section 104 and the Wall engaging 
section 108 as needed to better ?t the con?guration and/or 
siZe of plant pot 12. For instance, FIG. 9 shoWs an alternative 
edge 104 and Wall 108 engaging sections for a smaller siZed 
round plant pot 12 as a replacement component for the distal 
support member of FIGS. 7 and 8. In the embodiment of FIG. 
9, the ?rst leg member 114 is bent inWard more in order to 
better engage the inside of side Wall 22 at the top 20 of plant 
pot 12 and the Wall engaging section 108 is more curved to 
better engage the side Wall 22 to support the distal side 44 of 
tray 26. In an alternative embodiment, shoWn in FIG. 12, the 
distal support member 80 is a single component having a one 
piece extension member 124 that is ?xedly or integrally 
attached to the second leg member 116. Preferably, the entire 
distal support member 80 of this embodiment is integrally 
formed. 

[0058] As set forth above, in the preferred embodiment the 
distal side engaging means 106 at the second end 100 of distal 
support member 80 is con?gured to engage the distal side 44 
of tray 26 so as to support tray 26 With objects thereon and to 
dispose the upper surface 24 of tray 26 in a substantially 
horiZontal position to provide a table-like structure adjacent 
plant pot 12. The distal side engaging means 106 of distal 
support member 80 is siZed and con?gured to engage a tray 
engaging means 126 at or toWards, preferably at least near, the 
distal side 44 oftray 26, as best shoWn in FIGS. 2, 4, 6 and 10. 
In the embodiment of FIGS. 2 and 6, the tray engaging means 
126 comprises a small vertically disposed tab member 128. 
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The distal side engaging means 106 of FIGS. 7 and 8 com 
prises an upWardly disposed seat element 130 that is siZed and 
con?gured to securely receive the tab member 128 therein to 
hold the distal side 44 of tray 26 in place. In this embodiment, 
the seat element 130 is closed on its ends and sides, only open 
at the top, so the tab member 128 cannot pivot, slide or 
otherWise move inside the seat element 130 When the plant 
pot tray 10 is in its assembled condition. Preferably, the tab 
member 128 is ?xedly attached or integral With the distal side 
44 of tray 26 or, if utiliZed, a frame member 58 on the distal 
side 44 of tray frame 54, as shoWn in FIG. 6.Altematively, tab 
member 128 can be located betWeen the proximal side 42 and 
the distal side 44 of tray 26, preferably at least suf?ciently 
near distal side 44 to safely support tray 26. In an alternative 
embodiment, Which is shoWn in FIGS. 4 and 10 through 12, 
the tray engaging means 126 is a component of the tray 26 
itself at the distal side 44 thereof, such as a frame member 58 
of tray frame 54. In this embodiment, the seat element 130 is 
a generally U-shaped component that is siZed and con?gured 
to receive a section of a frame member 58 inside the seat 
element 130, as best shoWn in FIG. 4. In a preferred con?gu 
ration of this embodiment, the frame member 58 at the distal 
side 44 of tray 26 merely rests inside the seat element 130. 
Alternatively, the seat element 130 can engage a section of 
frame 54 that is positioned betWeen the proximal side 42 and 
distal side 44 of tray 26. In an alternative con?guration, for 
any of the embodiments set forth above, a securing mecha 
nism can be utiliZed to securely attach seat element 130 to the 
tray engaging means 126, Which comprises either tab member 
128 or the frame member 54 at the distal side 44 of tray 26. 
The securing mechanism can be the same as or similar to the 
securing means 98 described above. 

[0059] As stated above, one of the advantages of the plant 
pot tray 10 of the preferred embodiments is that the user can 
add a tray 26 to a plant pot 12 Without drilling any holes in the 
plant pot, utiliZing an adhesive or other material that sticks to 
and, often, permanently becomes part of the plant pot 12 or 
causing any damage, including scratches, marring or the like, 
to the plant pot 12. The plant pot tray 10 of the present 
invention can be easily added to the plant pot 12 When the user 
desires to have a tray 26 adjacent thereto or removed from the 
plant pot 12 When the tray 26 is not needed. If desired, the 
plant pot tray 10 can also include one or more cushioning 
materials that are disposed betWeen the tray support means 36 
and the plant pot 12 Where components of the tray support 
means 36 contact the plant pot 12 to further reduce the like 
lihood of any damage to the plant pot 12. The cushioning 
material can be any type of relatively soft material, including 
cloth, rubber, leather, foam or the like, that can be selectively 
placed betWeen the tray support means 36 and plant pot 12. 
Alternatively, the components of the tray support means 36 
can be coated or otherWise ?xedly or removably covered With 
a material that lessens the likelihood of damaging the plant 
pot 12. 
[0060] Various decorative and/ or functional items can be 
utiliZed With the plant pot tray 10 of the present invention in 
addition to those described above. Many of these items can be 
either ?xedly or removably attached to one or more compo 
nents of the plant pot tray 10. For instance, the span members 
92 and 112, the seat element 130 and/or the tray frame 54 and 
tray insert 56 of tray 26 can include one or more apertures 
Which are con?gured to removably receive a decorative item 
such as a cross, ?eur de lis, rosette or other decorative item. In 
one embodiment, the apertures can be threadably con?gured 
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and the decorative items be threadably received into the aper 
ture to allow the user to easily attach or remove the item, such 
as for a particular occasion, holiday or seasonally. Other 
means of attaching a decorative item to one or more of the 

components of plant pot tray 10, Whether removably or ?x 
edly, are generally Well knoWn in the art. 

[0061] In use, the user selects a plant pot tray 10 that is 
con?gured for the siZe and type of plant pot 12 that he or she 
desires to have a table-like upper surface 24 disposed along or 
near the top 20 of the plant pot 12. Generally, the user Will 
select a tray 26 that has a proximal pro?le 50 that is in 
corresponding relation to the edge pro?le 32 of the upper edge 
30 of the plant pot 12, for instance choosing a tray 26 With a 
curved proximal pro?le 50 for a plant pot 12 having a round 
or oval edge pro?le 32 and choosing a tray 26 With a linear 
proximal pro?le 50 for a plant pot having a square or rectan 
gular edge pro?le 32. The user Will place the tray supporting 
means 36, Which in the preferred embodiment comprises a 
pair of proximal support members 78 and a distal support 
member 80, in position on the plant pot 12 to receive tray 26. 
The anchor member 82 of each proximal support member 
78a/ 78b are inserted through the opening 28 of the plant pot 
12 into the support medium 16 disposed therein, typically 
along or near the inside of side Wall 22 of plant pot 12, by 
pushing doWn on span member 92 of span section 84. The 
proximal support members 78 are placed in plant pot 12 With 
the span section 84 disposed above or in overlying relation to 
the upper edge 30 and lip 34 of the plant pot 12 to position the 
hook element 96 of proximal side engaging means 86 outside 
the plant pot 12 Where the tray 26 is desired. The edge engag 
ing section 104 of the distal support member 80 placed on the 
upper edge 30 and lip 34 of plant pot 12, typically in overlying 
relation thereto, With the ?rst leg member 114 against the 
inside of the side Wall 22 at the top 20 of plant pot 12 and the 
outWardly extending section 110 directed toWard the location 
Where the distal side 44 of the tray 26 Will be positioned. The 
Wall engaging section 108 is placed against the side Wall 22 of 
plant pot 12 and the length of the outWardly extending section 
110 is adjusted as necessary. The tray 26 is then placed on the 
tray supporting means 36 by placing the proximal side 42 into 
the hook elements 96 of the proximal support members 78a/ 
78b and the tray engaging means 126 in engagement With the 
distal side engaging means 106. Typically, this Will require 
the user to place the tab member 128 in the seat element 130 
or place a section of the frame member 58 at or near the distal 
side 44 of tray 26 inside seat element 130. 

[0062] Once in position, the tray 26 Will provide an 
upWardly disposed table-like upper surface 24 that the user 
can place one or more objects, such as a glass 38 or boWl 40, 
thereon When sitting next to the plant pot. The support for the 
tray 26 and the objects thereon is provided by the engagement 
of the anchor members 82 With the support medium 16, the 
edge engaging section 104 against the upper edge 30 of plant 
pot 12 and the Wall engaging section 108 against the side Wall 
22 of plant pot 12. As such, the Weight of the tray 26 and the 
objects placed thereon is only limited by the strength of the 
components of plant pot tray 10, the ability of the support 
medium 16 to hold the anchor members 82 in place and the 
strength of the side Wall 22 of plant pot 12. With the plant pot 
tray 10 of the present invention in place, the user Will have a 
table-like upper surface 24 next to the plant pot 12 Without 
requiring a the user to supply a separate table that Will likely 
block the plant pot 12 and the plants 14 therein and/or move 
ment of the plant pot 12 aWay from the seating facilities or 
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movement of the seating facilities aWay from the plant pot 12 
to make room for a table. The user can quickly and easily 
assemble plant pot tray 10 When needed and then disassemble 
plant pot tray 10 When not needed. 
[0063] While there are shoWn and described herein speci?c 
forms of the invention, it Will be readily apparent to those 
skilled in the art that the invention is not so limited, but is 
susceptible to various modi?cations and rearrangements in 
design and materials Without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the invention. In particular, it should be noted that the 
present invention is subject to various modi?cation With 
regard to any dimensional relationships set forth herein and 
modi?cations in assembly, materials, siZe, shape and use. For 
instance, there are numerous components described herein 
that can be replaced With equivalent functioning components 
to accomplish the objectives of the present invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A plant pot tray for use With a plant pot having a support 

medium in said plant pot, said plant pot tray comprising: 
a tray having an upper surface, a proximal side and a distal 

side; 
means for supporting said tray on said plant pot so as to 

dispose said upper surface of said tray in a substantially 
horiZontal position With said proximal side of said tray 
disposed toWard said plant pot and said distal side of said 
tray outWardly extending from said plant pot. 

2. The plant pot tray of claim 1, Wherein said tray has a 
proximal pro?le and said plant pot has an edge pro?le, said 
proximal pro?le substantially corresponding to said edge pro 
?le. 

3. The plant pot tray of claim 1, Wherein said support means 
disposes said proximal side of said tray substantially adjacent 
an upper edge of said plant pot. 

4. The plant pot tray of claim 1, Wherein said supporting 
means comprises one or more support members con?gured to 
engage said tray, each of said support members supported by 
at least one of said support medium and a side Wall of said 
plant pot. 

5. The plant pot tray of claim 4, Wherein said support 
members are con?gured to engage said proximal side and 
said distal side of said tray. 

6. The plant pot tray of claim 4, Wherein said one or more 
support members comprise at least one proximal support 
member con?gured to engage said proximal side of said tray 
and be received in said plant pot and be supported by said 
support medium. 

7. The plant pot tray of claim 6, Wherein said proximal 
support member comprises an anchor member siZed and con 
?gured to be received in and supported by said support 
medium, a proximal side engaging means for engaging said 
proximal side of said tray and a span section interconnecting 
said anchor member and said proximal side engaging means, 
said span section having a span member siZed and con?gured 
to span across an upper edge and/ or a lip of said plant pot. 

8. The plant pot tray of claim 6, Wherein said proximal side 
engaging means comprises a hook element. 

9. The plant pot tray of claim 6 further comprising a secur 
ing means interconnecting said proximal side engaging 
means and said proximal side of said tray for securing said 
tray to said proximal side engaging means. 

10. The plant pot tray of claim 4, Wherein said one or more 
support members comprise at least one distal support member 
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con?gured to engage said tray and support said distal side of 
said tray in substantially horizontal relation With said proxi 
mal side of said tray. 

11. The plant pot tray of claim 10, Wherein said distal 
support member comprises an edge engaging section at a ?rst 
end of said distal support member con?gured to engage an 
upper edge of said plant pot, a distal side engaging means at 
a second end of said distal support member for engaging said 
tray to support said distal side of said tray and a Wall engaging 
section disposed betWeen said ?rst end and said second end 
con?gured to engage said side Wall of saidplant pot to support 
said tray. 

12. The plant pot tray of claim 11, Wherein said edge 
engaging section is substantially U-shaped and con?gured to 
straddle said upper edge of said plant pot. 

13. The plant pot tray of claim 11, Wherein said distal side 
engaging means comprises a seat element con?gured to 
engage said tray. 

14. The plant pot tray of claim 13, Wherein said seat mem 
ber engages a tab member on said tray. 

15. The plant pot tray of claim 11 further comprising an 
outWardly extending section disposed betWeen said Wall 
engaging section and said distal side engaging means. 

16. The plant pot tray of claim 15, Wherein said outWardly 
extending section is adjustable in length. 

17. A plant pot tray for use With a plant pot having a support 
medium in said plant pot, said plant pot tray comprising: 

a tray having an upper surface, a proximal side and a distal 

side; 
means for supporting said tray on said plant pot so as to 

dispose said upper surface of said tray in a substantially 
horiZontal position With said proximal side of said tray 
substantially adjacent an upper edge or a side Wall of 
said plant pot and said distal side of said tray outWardly 
extending from said plant pot, said supporting means 
comprising at least one proximal support member con 
?gured to engage said proximal side of said tray and be 
received in said plant pot and be supported by said 
support medium. 

18. The plant pot tray of claim 17, Wherein said tray has a 
proximal pro?le and said plant pot has an edge pro?le, said 
proximal pro?le substantially corresponding to said edge pro 
?le. 

19. The plant pot tray of claim 17, Wherein said proximal 
support member comprises an anchor member siZed and con 
?gured to be received in and supported by said support 
medium, a proximal side engaging means for engaging said 
proximal side of said tray and a span section interconnecting 
said anchor member and said proximal side engaging means, 
said span section having a span member siZed and con?gured 
to span across said upper edge and/or a lip of said plant pot. 

20. The plant pot tray of claim 17, Wherein said support 
means disposes said proximal side of said tray substantially 
adjacent said upper edge of said plant pot. 

21. The plant pot tray of claim 17 further comprising at 
least one distal support member con?gured to engage said 
tray and support said distal side of said tray in substantially 
horiZontal relation With said proximal side of said tray. 

22. The plant pot tray of claim 21, Wherein said distal 
support member comprises an edge engaging section at a ?rst 
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end of said distal support member con?gured to engage said 
upper edge of said plant pot, a distal side engaging means at 
a second end of said distal support member for engaging said 
tray to support said distal side of said tray and a Wall engaging 
section disposed betWeen said ?rst end and said second end 
con?gured to engage said side Wall of said plant pot to support 
said tray. 

23 . A plant pot tray for use With a plant pot having a support 
medium in said plant pot, said plant pot tray comprising: 

a tray having an upper surface, a proximal side and a distal 
side; 

means for supporting said tray on said plant pot so as to 
dispose said upper surface of said tray in a substantially 
horiZontal position With said proximal side of said tray 
substantially adjacent said plant pot and said distal side 
of said tray outWardly extending from said plant pot, 
said supporting means comprising a pair of proximal 
support members and a distal support member, each of 
said pair of proximal support members con?gured to 
engage said proximal side of said tray and be received in 
said plant pot and supported by said support medium, 
said distal support member con?gured to engage said 
tray and support said distal side of said tray in substan 
tially horiZontal relation With said proximal side of said 
tray. 

24. The plant pot tray of claim 23, Wherein said tray has a 
proximal pro?le and said plant pot has an edge pro?le, said 
proximal pro?le substantially corresponding to said edge pro 
?le. 

25. The plant pot tray of claim 24, Wherein each of said 
proximal support members comprises an anchor member 
siZed and con?gured to be received in and supported by said 
support medium, a proximal side engaging means for engag 
ing said proximal side of said tray and a span section inter 
connecting said anchor member and said proximal side 
engaging means, said span section having a span member 
siZed and con?gured to span across an upper edge and/ or a lip 
of said plant pot. 

26. The plant pot tray of claim 25, Wherein said distal 
support member comprises an edge engaging section at a ?rst 
end of said distal support member con?gured to engage an 
upper edge of said plant pot, a distal side engaging means at 
a second end of said distal support member for engaging said 
tray to support said distal side of said tray and a Wall engaging 
section disposed betWeen said ?rst end and said second end 
con?gured to engage said side Wall of said plant pot to support 
said tray. 

27. The plant pot tray of claim 24, Wherein said distal 
support member comprises an edge engaging section at a ?rst 
end of said distal support member con?gured to engage an 
upper edge of said plant pot, a distal side engaging means at 
a second end of said distal support member for engaging said 
tray to support said distal side of said tray and a Wall engaging 
section disposed betWeen said ?rst end and said second end 
con?gured to engage said side Wall of said plant pot to support 
said tray. 

28. The plant pot tray of claim 27, Wherein said distal side 
engaging means is con?gured to engage said distal side of 
said tray. 


