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DISPOSABLE INFUSION DEVICE WITH 
PERCEPTIBLE ACTUATION 

PRIORITY CLAIM 

[0001] The present application is a Continuation of copend 
ing US. patent application Ser. No. 11/906,102, ?led Sep. 28, 
2007, Which application is incorporated herein by reference 
in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to infusion devices and 
more particularly to such devices that enable liquid medica 
ments to be conveniently and safely self-administered by a 
patient. 
[0003] Tight control over the delivery of insulin in both 
type I diabetes (usually juvenile onset) and type II diabetes 
(usually late adult onset), has been shoWn to improve the 
quality of life as Well as the general health of these patients. 
Insulin delivery has been dominated by subcutaneous inj ec 
tions of both long acting insulin to cover the basal needs of the 
patient and by short acting insulin to compensate for meals 
and snacks. Recently, the development of electronic, external 
insulin infusion pumps has alloWed the continuous infusion 
of fast acting insulin for the maintenance of the basal needs as 
Well as the compensatory doses (boluses) for meals and 
snacks. These infusion systems have shoWn to improve con 
trol of blood glucose levels. HoWever, they suffer the draW 
backs of siZe, cost, and complexity. For example, these pumps 
are electronically controlled and must be programmed to 
supply the desired amounts of basal and bolus insulin. This 
prevents many patients from accepting this technology over 
the standard subcutaneous injections. 
[0004] Hence, there is a need in the art for a convenient 
form of insulin treatment Which does not require signi?cant 
programming or technical skills to implement to service both 
basal and bolus needs. Preferably, such a treatment Would be 
carried out by an infusion device that is simple to use and 
mechanically driven negating the need for batteries and the 
like. It Would also be preferable if the infusion device couldbe 
directly attached to the body and not require any electronics to 
program the delivery rates. The insulin is preferably delivered 
through a small, thin-Walled tubing (cannula) through the 
skin into the subcutaneous tissue similar to technologies in 
the prior art. 
[0005] While the idea of such a simple insulin delivery 
device is compelling, many obstacles must be overcome 
before such a device may become a practical realty. One 
problem resides in insulin supply. Patients vary greatly on the 
amount of insulin such a device must carry to provide treat 
ment over a ?xed time period of, for example, three days. This 
is one environment Where one siZe does not ?t all. Still fur 
ther, such devices must be Wearable With safety and not 
subject to possible accidental dosing. Still further, such 
devices must be capable of delivering an accurately con 
trolled volume of medicament With reliability. While it is 
preferred that these devices include all of the forgoing fea 
tures, it Would be further preferred if the cost of manufactur 
ing such a device Would be economical enough so as to render 
the device disposable after use. As Will be seen subsequently, 
the devices and methods described herein address these and 
other issues. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] In one embodiment, the invention provides a Wear 
able infusion device comprising a reservoir that holds a liquid 
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medicament, an outlet port that delivers the liquid medica 
ment to a patient, a pump that displaces a volume of the liquid 
medicament to the outlet port When actuated, and a control 
comprising an actuator arranged to provide a perceptible 
indication that the pump has been actuated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] The features of the present invention Which are 
believed to be novel are set forth With particularity in the 
appended claims. The invention, together With further fea 
tures and advantages thereof, may best be understood by 
making reference to the folloWing description taken in con 
junction With the accompanying draWings, in the several ?g 
ures of Which like reference numerals identify identical ele 
ments, and Wherein: 
[0008] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a ?rst infusion device 
embodying certain aspects of the present invention; 
[0009] FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of the valves 
and pump of the device of FIG. 1; 
[0010] FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective vieW of the device 
of FIG. 1; 
[0011] FIG. 4 is a sectional vieW, in perspective, of the 
device of FIG. 1 shoWing the pump of the device directly 
coupled to an actuator button; 
[0012] FIG. 5 is a sectional vieW, in perspective, of the 
device of FIG. 1 shoWing the valves and the valve and actua 
tion linkages prior to the delivery of a medicament dose; 
[0013] FIG. 6 is a sectional vieW, to an enlarged scale, 
illustrating the actuation linkages prior to the delivery of a 
medicament dose; 
[0014] FIG. 7 is a sectional vieW, like that of FIG. 6, illus 
trating the actuation linkages during the delivery of a medi 
cament dose; 
[0015] FIG. 8 is a another sectional vieW, like that of FIG. 5, 
illustrating the actuation linkages just after the delivery of a 
medicament dose; 
[0016] FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW of another infusion 
device embodying various aspects of the present invention; 
[0017] FIG. 10 is a schematic representation of the valves 
and pump of the device of FIG. 9 betWeen medicament dos 
age delivery and for ?lling the pump With the medicament; 
[0018] FIG. 11 is a schematic representation of the valves 
and pump of the device of FIG. 9 during medicament dosage 
delivery; 
[0019] FIG. 12 is an exploded perspective vieW of the 
device of FIG. 9; 
[0020] FIG. 13 is a perspective vieW of one component of 
the device of FIG. 9; 
[0021] FIG. 14 is a lengthWise sectional vieW inperspective 
of the device of FIG. 9 and shoWing a cannula assembly for 
use therein in exploded vieW; 
[0022] FIG. 15 is a lengthWise sectional vieW inperspective 
of the device of FIG. 9 similar to FIG. 14 shoWing the cannula 
assembly in operative association With the device; 
[0023] FIG. 16 is a sectional plan vieW shoWing the valve 
con?guration of the device of FIG. 9 during pump ?lling; 
[0024] FIG. 17 is a sectional plan vieW shoWing the valve 
con?guration of the device of FIG. 9 during medicament 
delivery; 
[0025] FIG. 18 is a sectional vieW, in perspective, to an 
enlarged scale, shoWing the actuation linkages of the device 
of FIG. 9 prior to medicament dosage delivery; 
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[0026] FIG. 19 is a sectional vieW like that of FIG. 18, 
showing the actuation linkages of the device of FIG. 9 during 
medicament dosage delivery; 
[0027] FIG. 20 is a sectional vieW like that of FIG. 18, 
shoWing the actuation linkages of the device of FIG. 9 after 
medicament dosage delivery; 
[0028] FIG. 21 is a another sectional vieW, inperspective, to 
an enlarged scale, shoWing the operation of the actuation 
linkages; 
[0029] FIG. 22 is another sectional vieW like that of FIG. 
21, in perspective, to an enlarged scale, shoWing the operation 
of the actuation linkages; 
[0030] FIG. 23 is still another sectional vieW shoWing the 
last dose lock-out and the device pump during normal medi 
cament delivery actuation; 
[0031] FIG. 24 is a sectional vieW, like that of FIG. 23, 
shoWing the last dose lock-out and device pump after normal 
medicament delivery; 
[0032] FIG. 25 is a sectional vieW, like that of FIG. 23, 
shoWing the last dose lock-out being conditioned for dis 
abling the actuator upon return of the device pump after a last 
normal medicament delivery; 
[0033] FIG. 26 is a sectional vieW, like that of FIG. 23, 
shoWing the last dose lock-out disabling the actuator upon a 
?nal medicament delivery; 
[0034] FIG. 27 is another sectional vieW, to an enlarged 
scale, shoWing the device pump and the ?ll port being blocked 
during actuation for delivery of medicament; and 
[0035] FIG. 28 is another sectional vieW, like that of FIG. 
22, shoWing the device pump and the ?ll port being locked in 
a blocked condition by the last dose lock-out. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0036] Referring noW to FIG. 1 it is a perspective vieW of a 
?rst infusion device embodying certain aspects of the present 
invention. The device 10 generally includes an enclosure 12, 
a base 14, a ?rst actuator control button 16, and a second 
actuator control button 18. 
[0037] The enclosure 12, as Will be seen subsequently, is 
formed by virtue of multiple device layers being brought 
together. Each layer de?nes various components of the device 
such as, for example, a reservoir, ?uid conduits, pump cham 
bers, and valve chambers, for example. This form of device 
construction, in accordance With aspects of the present inven 
tion, enables manufacturing economy to an extent rendering 
the device disposable after use. 
[0038] The base 14 preferably includes an adhesive coating 
to permit the device to be adhered to a patient’s skin. The 
adhesive coating may originally be covered With a releasable 
cover that may be pealed off of the base 14 When the patient 
endeavors to deploy the device 10. Such arrangements are 
Well knoWn in the art. 
[0039] The device 10 may be mated With a previously 
deployed cannula assembly. HoWever, it is contemplated 
herein that the various aspects of the present invention may be 
realiZed Within a device that may be alternatively ?rst adhered 
to the patient’s skin folloWed by the deployment of a cannula 
thereafter. 
[0040] The actuator buttons 16 and 18 are placed on oppo 
sites sides of the device 10 and directly across from each 
other. This renders more convenient the concurrent depres 
sion of the buttons When the patient Wishes to receive a dose 
of the liquid medicament contained Within the device 10. This 
arrangement also imposes substantially equal and opposite 
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forces on the device during dosage delivery to prevent the 
device from being displaced and possibly stripped from the 
patient. As Will be further seen hereinafter, the concurrent 
depression of the buttons is used to particular advantage. 
More speci?cally, the actuator button 16 may serve as a valve 
control Which, When in a ?rst position as shoWn, establishes a 
?rst ?uid path betWeen the device reservoir and the device 
pump to support pump ?lling, and then, When in a second or 
depressed position, establishes a second ?uid path betWeen 
the device pump and the device outlet or cannula to permit 
dosage delivery to the patient. As Will be further seen, a 
linkage betWeen the control actuator buttons 16 and 18 per 
mits actuation of the device pump With the actuator control 
button 18 only When the second ?uid path has been estab 
lished by the ?rst actuator control button 16. Hence, the ?rst 
actuator control button 16 may be considered a safety control. 
[0041] Referring noW to FIG. 2, it is a schematic represen 
tation of the valves and pump of the device 10 of FIG. 1. As 
may be seen in FIG. 2, the device 10 further includes a ?ll port 
20, a reservoir 22, a pump 24, and the cannula 30. The device 
further includes a ?rst valve 32 and a second valve 34. Fluid 
conduit 40 provides a ?uid connection betWeen the ?ll port 20 
and the reservoir 22, ?uid conduit 42 provides a ?uid connec 
tion betWeen the reservoir 22 and the ?rst valve 32, ?uid 
conduit 44 provides a ?uid connection betWeen the ?rst valve 
32 and the pump 24, ?uid conduit 46 provides a ?uid connec 
tion betWeen the pump 24 and the second valve 34, and ?uid 
conduit 48 provides a ?uid connection betWeen the second 
valve 34 and the device outlet 50. The outlet 50 is arranged to 
communicate With the cannula 30. 
[0042] It may also be noted that the actuator buttons 16 and 
18 are spring loaded by springs 36 and 38. The springs are 
provided for returning the actuator buttons to the ?rst position 
after a dosage is administered. 
[0043] The pump 24 of the device 10 comprises a piston 
pump. The pump 24 includes a pump piston 26 and a pump 
chamber 28. In accordance With this embodiment, the actua 
tor control button 18 is directly coupled to and is an extension 
of the pump piston 26. 
[0044] With further reference to FIG. 2, the device addi 
tionally includes a ?rst linkage 52 and a second linkage 54. 
The ?rst linkage is a toggle linkage betWeen the ?rst valve 32 
and the second valve 34. It is arranged to assure that the 
second valve 34 does not open until after the ?rst valve 32 is 
closed. The second linkage 54 is betWeen the ?rst actuator 
button 16 and the second actuator button 18. It is arranged to 
assure that the pump does not pump until after the ?rst valve 
is closed and the second valve is opened by the ?rst actuator 
button 16. 
[0045] Still further, the second valve 34 is a safety valve 
that closes tighter responsive to increased ?uid pressure 
Within ?uid conduit 46. This assures that the liquid medica 
ment is not accidentally administered to the patient notWith 
standing the inadvertent application of pressure to the reser 
voir, for example. In applications such as this, it is not 
uncommon for the reservoir to be formed of ?exible material. 
While this has its advantages, it does present the risk that the 
reservoir may be accidentally squeeZed as it is Worn. Because 
the second valve only closes tighter under such conditions, it 
is assured that increased accidental reservoir pressure Will not 
cause the ?uid medicament to ?oW to the cannula. 

[0046] In operation, the reservoir is ?rst ?lled through the 
?ll port 20 to a desired level of medicament. In this state, the 
valves 32 and 34 Will be as shoWn. The ?rst valve 32 Will be 
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open and the second valve 34 Will be closed. This permits the 
piston chamber 28 to be ?lled after the reservoir is ?lled. The 
cannula 3 0 may then be deployed folloWed by the deployment 
of the device 10. In this state, the valves 32 and 34 Will still be 
as shoWn. The ?rst valve 32 Will be open and the second valve 
34 Will be closed. This permits the pump chamber 28 to be 
?lled through a ?rst ?uid path including conduits 42 and 44 as 
the piston 24 returns to its ?rst position after each applied 
dose. 
[0047] When the patient Wishes to receive a dose of medi 
cament, the actuator buttons are concurrently pressed. In 
accordance With aspects of the present invention, the linkage 
52 causes the ?rst valve 32 to close and the second valve 34 to 
thereafter open. Meanwhile, the second linkage 54 precludes 
actuation of the pump 24 until the ?rst valve 32 is closed and 
the second valve 34 is opened by the ?rst actuator button 16. 
At this point a second ?uid path is established from the pump 
24 to the cannula 30 through ?uid conduits 46 and 48 and the 
outlet 50. The medicament is then administered to the patient 
through cannula 30. 
[0048] Once the medication dosage is administered, the 
piston 24, and thus the actuator button 18, is returned under 
the spring pressure of spring 38 to its initial position. During 
the travel of the piston back to its ?rst position, a given 
volume of the liquid medicament for the next dosage delivery 
is draWn from the reservoir into the pump chamber 28 to ready 
the device for its next dosage delivery. 
[0049] Referring noW to FIG. 3, it is an exploded perspec 
tive vieW of the device of FIG. 1. It shoWs the various com 
ponent parts of the device. The main component parts include 
the aforementioned device layers including the base layer 60, 
the reservoir membrane or intermediate layer 62, and the top 
body layer 64. The base layer is a substantially rigid unitary 
structure that de?nes a ?rst reservoir portion 66, the pump 
chamber 28, and valve sockets 68 and 70 of the ?rst and 
second valves respectively. The base layer 60 may be formed 
of plastic, for example. The reservoir membrane layer 62 is 
received over the reservoir portion 66 to form the reservoir 22 
(FIG. 2). A valve seat structure 72 is received over the valve 
sockets 68 and 70 to form the ?rst and second valves 32 and 
34 (FIG. 2) respectively. A rocker 74 is placed over the valves 
seat structure 72 to open and close the valves as Will be seen 
subsequently. The pump actuator button 18 carries the pump 
piston that is received Within the pump chamber 28. The 
pump actuator button 18 also carries a cam cylinder 76 With a 
lock tube 78 therein that form a portion of the second linkage 
54 (FIG. 2). The spring 38 returns the actuator button 18 to its 
?rst position after each dosage delivery. 
[0050] The ?rst actuator control button carries a valve tim 
ing cam 80 that rocks the rocker 12. The button 16 further 
carries a cam cylinder 82 and a cam pin 84 that is received into 
the cam cylinder 82. The spring 36 returns the actuator button 
16 to its ?rst position after each dosage delivery. The top body 
layer 64 forms the top portion of the device enclosure. lt 
receives a planar cap 86 that completes ?uidpaths 85 partially 
formed in the top layer 64. Lastly, a needle 88 is provided that 
provides ?uid coupling from the cannula (not shoWn) to the 
outlet of the device 10. 

[0051] FIG. 4 shoWs a sectional vieW, in perspective, of the 
device of FIG. 1. More speci?cally, the ?gure shoWs details of 
the piston pump 24 Within the device 10. Here, it may be seen 
that the piston 26 of the piston pump 24 is received Within the 
pump chamber 28 that is formed in the base layer 60 of the 
device. The piston 26 may further be seen to be an extension 
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of the actuator button 18. An O-ring 90 provides a seal 
betWeen the pump chamber 28 and the piston 26. The spring 
38 returns the actuator button 18 to its shoWn ?rst position 
after each dosage delivery. 
[0052] FIG. 5 is a sectional vieW, in perspective, of the 
device of FIG. 1 shoWing the valves 32 and 34 and the valve 
and actuation linkages prior to the delivery of a medicament 
dose. The valves Will ?rst be described. First, it may be noted 
that the valve seat structure 72 is received Within the valve 
sockets 68 and 70. The valve seat structure 72 includes valve 
seats 92 and 94 that are received Within the valve sockets 68 
and 70 respectively. Each of the seats 92 and 94 has a Widened 
portion 96 and 98, respectively, that cause the seats to be more 
tightly seated Within sockets 68 and 70 in response to 
increased ?uid pressure in the doWnWard direction. As previ 
ously described, this protects against the potential effects of 
accidental medication delivery due to external pres sure being 
applied to the reservoir of the device. 
[0053] The rocker 74 opens and closes the valves 32 and 34. 
It is under control of the timing cam 80 carried by the ?rst 
actuator control button 16. As the control button 16 is moved 
laterally, the cam 80 causes the rocker 74 to pivot and to apply 
pressure to one or the other of the valve seats 92 or 94. The 
shape of the cam surfaces on the rocker 74 and the cam 80 
assure that the valve 34 Will not open until the valve 32 closes. 
The cam 80 and rocker 74 thus form the ?rst linkage 52 shoWn 
in FIG. 2. 
[0054] While the cam 80 and rocker 74 are operating the 
valves 32 and 34 under timing control provided by the ?rst 
linkage 52, the second linkage 54 is controlling When the 
pump may displace liquid medicament form the pump cham 
ber 28 to the device outlet and cannula. FIGS. 5-8 shoW 
details of the second linkage. 
[0055] As may be seen in FIGS. 5 and 6, the second linkage 
includes the cam cylinder 76, the lock tube 78, the outer cam 
cylinder 82, and the cam pin 84. The cam cylinder is integral 
With the second actuator control button 18 and the outer cam 
cylinder 82 is integral With the ?rst actuator control button. 
The second linkage 54 further includes a lock cylinder 100. 
The foregoing are disposed in a bore 102 formed in the base 
layer 60 of the device. 
[0056] When the actuator buttons are in their ?rst position 
as shoWn in FIG. 6, the end of the lock tube 78 abuts the end 
of the lock cylinder 100. The lock cylinder includes ears 104. 
When a dosage delivery is desired, the concurrent pushing of 
the buttons 16 and 18 causes the outer cam cylinder 82 to slide 
over the lock cylinder 100 ?rst and then the cam cylinder 76 
to slide over the lock tube 78. The sliding of the outer cam 
cylinder 82 over the lock cylinder 100 causes the ?rst valve to 
close and the second valve to open. When this is accom 
plished, the cam cylinder 76 is then permitted to slide over 
lock tube 78 to cause the piston 26 to move through the pump 
chamber 28. This displaces the liquid medicament in the 
pump chamber 28 for delivering the medicament to the can 
nula 30 and the patient. 
[0057] FIG. 7 illustrates the manner in Which the outer cam 
cylinder 82 slides along the lock cylinder 100. It may ?rst be 
noted that the cam pin 84 has a reduced diameter portion 
creating an annular space 106 betWeen the pin 84 and the lock 
cylinder 100. The outer cam cylinder 82 engages the pin at a 
?ange 108 of the pin 84. This engagement Will cause the pin 
84 to move With the outer cam cylinder 82. The pushing of the 
?rst actuator button 16 Will cause the outer cam cylinder 82 to 
engage the ears 104 of the lock cylinder 100 While at the same 
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time, the end of the pin 84 moves into the lock tube 78. 
Eventually, the ears 104 are depressed enough by the outer 
cam cylinder 82 as the end of the pin 84 clears the end of the 
depressed lock cylinder 100 to permit the ears 104 to enter 
space 106. This occurs With a snap sound and feel as it occurs 
suddenly. The outer cam cylinder 82 is noW free to slide its 
complete travel distance over the lock cylinder 100. The valve 
32 has noW been closed and the valve 34 has been opened. 
[0058] The snap action of the actuator buttons 16 and 18 
provides positive assurance to the patient that a dosage of 
medicament Was delivered. Also, because the snap action 
only occurs When the pump actuator button 18 completes it 
full travel, the patient Will also knoW that a full dosage Was 
delivered. 
[0059] After the outer cam cylinder 82 has completed its 
travel over the lock cylinder 100, the ears 104 Will be dis 
placed su?iciently into space 106 to permit the cam cylinder 
76 to clear the end of the lock cylinder 100 and slide over the 
lock tube 78. The condition of the second linkage 54 at this 
time is shoWn in FIG. 8. As previously described, as the cam 
cylinder 76 slides over the lock tube 78, the pump 24 is 
actuated to deliver the medicament to the patient. 
[0060] Referring noW to FIG. 9, it is a perspective vieW of 
another infusion device embodying various aspects of the 
present invention. The device 210 generally includes an 
enclosure 212, a base 214, a ?rst actuator control button 216, 
and a second actuator control button 218. 

[0061] The enclosure 212 is formed by virtue of multiple 
device layers being brought together. Each layer de?nes vari 
ous components of the device such as, for example, a reser 
voir, ?uid conduits, pumps, and valve chambers, for example. 
This form of device construction, in accordance With aspects 
of the present invention, enables manufacturing economy to 
an extent rendering the device disposable after use. 
[0062] The base 214 preferably includes an adhesive coat 
ing to permit the device to be adhered to a patient’s skin. The 
adhesive coating may originally be covered With a releasable 
cover that may be pealed off of the base 214 When the patient 
endeavors to deploy the device 210. Such arrangements are 
Well knoWn in the art. 
[0063] As Will also be seen subsequently, the device 210 
may be mated With a previously deployed cannula assembly. 
HoWever, it is contemplated herein that the various aspects of 
the present invention may be realiZed Within a device that may 
be alternatively ?rst adhered to the patient’s skin folloWed by 
the deployment of a cannula thereafter. 
[0064] As in the previous embodiment, the actuator buttons 
216 and 218 are placed on opposites sides of the device 210 
and directly across from each other. This again renders more 
convenient the concurrent depression of the buttons When the 
patient Wishes to receive a dose of the liquid medicament 
contained Within the device 210. This arrangement also 
imposes substantially equal and opposite forces on the device 
during dosage delivery to prevent the device from being dis 
placed and possibly stripped from the patient. As Will be 
further seen hereinafter, the concurrent depression of the 
buttons is used to particular advantage. More speci?cally, the 
actuator button 216 may serve as a valve control Which, When 
in a ?rst position as shoWn, establishes a ?rst ?uid path 
betWeen the device reservoir and the device pump to support 
pump ?lling, and then, When in a second or depressed posi 
tion, establishes a second ?uid path betWeen the device pump 
and the device outlet or cannula to permit dosage delivery to 
the patient. As Will be further seen, a linkage betWeen the 

Jul. 16, 2009 

control actuator buttons 216 and 218 permits actuation of the 
device pump With the actuator control button 218 only When 
the second ?uid path has been established by the ?rst actuator 
control button 216. Hence, the ?rst actuator control button 
216 may be considered a safety control. 

[0065] With continued reference to FIG. 9, it may be further 
noted that the device 210 also includes a tactile indicator 260 
that represents the volume of the liquid medicament delivered 
by the device With each actuation of the pump 224. The tactile 
indicator is carried by the pump actuator button 218 and takes 
the form of a plurality of distinct raised features or bumps 262 
and 264. Alternatively, the tactile indicator may take the form 
of one or more distinct relieved portions. Each bump 262 and 
264 may correspond to a single unit of medicament. Hence, in 
this embodiment, the bumps 262 and 264 indicate that the 
device delivers tWo units of medicament With each actuation 
of the pump. 

[0066] The tactile indicator 260 being carried on the pump 
actuator control button 218 provides a very signi?cant feature 
and advantage. As Will be seen subsequently, the pump actua 
tor button 218 has an integral extension that forms the piston 
226 of the piston pump 224 as represented in FIG. 10 to be 
described hereinafter. It Will also be seen that the piston 
chamber 228 is formed in a component of the device that may 
be used in devices delivering dosage amounts other than tWo 
units. The component may be common to all such devices 
because it Would have a ?xed piston chamber length and the 
dosage amount is determined by the throW of the pump piston 
226. Each piston throW is integral to the part and corresponds 
to a respective given dosage amount. Each pump actuator 
button for a given dosage amount may have then be provided 
With a corresponding tactile indicator. Hence, if a tactile 
indicator indicates a dosage amount of tWo units, for example, 
it is assured that that is the medicament amount delivered With 
that particular pump button. Further, this arrangement is 
advantageous from a manufacturing standpoint because the 
actuator buttons for the various dosage siZe devices cannot be 
confused With each other. 

[0067] Referring noW to FIGS. 10 and 11, they are sche 
matic representations of the valves and pump of the device of 
FIG. 9 betWeen medicament dosage ?lling (FIG. 10) and 
medicament dosage delivery (FIG. 11) As may be seen in 
FIGS. 10 and 11, the device 210 further includes a reservoir 
222, a pump 224, and the cannula 230. The device further 
includes a shuttle valve 231 forming a ?rst valve 232 de?ned 
by O-rings 233 and 235 and a second valve 234 de?ned by 
O-rings 237 and 239. Although O-rings are used herein to 
form seals, other types of valve construction may best employ 
forms of seals other than O-rings Without departing from the 
invention. Fluid conduit 240 extends betWeen the valves 232 
and 234. A ?uid conduit 242 provides a ?uid connection 
betWeen the reservoir 222 and the shuttle valve 231 and ?uid 
conduit 244 provides a ?uid connection betWeen the shuttle 
valve 231 and the pump 224. A further ?uid conduit 246 
provides a ?uid connection betWeen the shuttle valve 231 and 
the device outlet 250. The outlet 250, in the form of a needle, 
is arranged to communicate With the cannula 230. 

[0068] It may also be noted that the actuator buttons 216 
and 218 are spring loaded by springs 236 and 238. The springs 
are provided for returning the actuator buttons to the ?rst 
position after a dosage is administered. 
[0069] The pump 224 of the device 210 comprises a piston 
pump. The pump 224 includes a pump piston 226 and a pump 
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chamber 228. In accordance With this embodiment, the actua 
tor control button 218 is directly coupled to and is an exten 
sion of the pump piston 226. 

[0070] With further reference to FIGS. 10 and 11, the 
device additionally includes a ?rst linkage 252 and a second 
linkage 254. The ?rst linkage is formed by the shuttle bar 241 
of the ?rst valve 232 and the second valve 234. It is arranged 
by separating the valves 232 and 234 be a distance that assures 
that the second valve 234 does not open until after the ?rst 
valve 232 is closed. The second linkage 254 is betWeen the 
?rst actuator button 216 and the second actuator button 218. 
It is arranged to assure that the pump 224 does not pump until 
after the ?rst valve 232 is closed and the second valve 234 is 
opened by the ?rst actuator button 216. 
[0071] Still further, the second valve 234 is a safety valve 
that assures that the liquid medicament is not accidentally 
administered to the patient notWithstanding the inadvertent 
application of pressure to the reservoir, for example. In appli 
cations such as this, it is not uncommon for the reservoir to be 
formed of ?exible material. While this has its advantages, it 
does present the risk that the reservoir may be accidentally 
squeezed as it is Worn. Because of the second valve 234, it is 
assured that accidental reservoir pressure Will not cause the 
?uid medicament to ?oW to the cannula. 

[0072] In operation, the pump chamber 228 is ?rst ?lled as 
the actuator button 218 returns to the ?rst position after hav 
ing just delivered a medicament dosage. In this state, the 
shuttle valve 231 is set so that the ?rst valve 232 Will be open 
(the reservoir 222 communicates With the ?uid conduit 240) 
and the second valve 234 Will be closed (the conduit 246 is 
closed off from ?uid conduit 240). This establishes a ?rst ?uid 
path from the reservoir 222 to the pump 224 through conduits 
242, 240 and 244 that permits the piston chamber 228 to be 
?lled by the reservoir as the actuator button is returned to its 
?rst position under the in?uence of the spring 238. 
[0073] When the patient Wishes to receive another dose of 
medicament, the actuator buttons are concurrently pressed. In 
accordance With aspects of the present invention, the linkage 
252 causes the ?rst valve 232 to close and the second valve 
234 to thereafter open. MeanWhile, the second linkage 254 
precludes actuation of the pump 224 until the ?rst valve 332 
is closed and the second valve 334 is opened by the ?rst 
actuator button 216. At this point a second ?uid path is estab 
lished from the pump 224 to the cannula 30 through ?uid 
conduits 244, 240 and 246 and the outlet 250. The medica 
ment is then administered to the patient through cannula 30. 

[0074] Once the medication dosage is administered, the 
piston 224, and thus the actuator button 218, is returned under 
the spring pressure of spring 238 to its initial position. During 
the travel of the piston back to its ?rst position, a given 
volume of the liquid medicament for the next dosage delivery 
is draWn from the reservoir into the pump chamber 228 as 
described above to ready the device for its next dosage deliv 
ery. 

[0075] Referring noW to FIG. 12, it is an exploded perspec 
tive vieW of the device of FIG. 9. It shoWs the various com 
ponent parts of the device 210. Like the device 10 of FIG. 1, 
the device 210 is constructed in device layers including a base 
layer 280, an intermediate layer 282, and the top body layer 
284. 

[0076] As may also be seen in FIG. 13, the base layer 280 is 
a substantially rigid unitary structure that de?nes a ?rst res 
ervoir portion 286, the pump chamber 228, and a valve cham 
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ber 290 for the ?rst and second valves 232 and 234. The base 
layer 280 may be formed of plastic, for example. 
[0077] The valve chamber 290 is arranged to receive the 
valve shuttle bar 241 carried by and extending from the ?rst 
actuator button 216. O-rings 233, 235, 237, and 239 are 
arranged to be seated on the shuttle bar 241 to form the ?rst 
and second valves 232 and 234 respectively (FIG. 10). The 
actuator button 216 also carries a ?rst portion 292 of the 
second linkage 254 (FIG. 10). The second linkage is received 
Within a suitably con?gured bore 295 formed in the base layer 
280 and Will be described subsequently. 

[0078] The pump actuator button 218 carries the pump 
piston 226 and a second portion 294 of the second linkage 
254. The pump piston 226 is arranged to be received Within 
the pump chamber 228 and the second portion 294 of the 
second linkage 254 is arranged to be received Within the bore 
295 for interacting With the ?rst portion 292. O-rings 300 and 
302 are arranged to be seated on the piston 226 to provide a 
seal against leakage and to prevent external contaminants 
from entering the piston chamber. The base layer 280 further 
includes ?uid channels 304 that serve to form the ?uid con 
duits illustrated in FIG. 10. Finally, springs 306 and 308 are 
arranged to spring load the actuator buttons 216 and 218. 

[0079] The intermediate layer 282 is formed of ?exible 
membrane material. A portion 296 of the intermediate layer is 
received over the reservoir portion 286 to form the reservoir 
222 (FIG. 10). A rigid plate 310 is arranged to be adhered to 
the portion 296 of the reservoir. Because the layer 282 is 
?exible membrane, it Will move as the reservoir is ?lled and 
emptied. The rigid plate 310 Will then move With it. The plate 
includes an eyelet 312 dimensioned to receive an elongated 
Web 314 that forms a part of a medicament level indicator to 
be described hereinafter. The Web 314 carries an indicator 
line or feature 316. 

[0080] The top layer 284 is arranged to be received over the 
intermediate layer 282 and adhered to the base layer. It 
includes a panel 320 having a vieW WindoW 318 through 
Which the medicament level indicator line may be observed. 

[0081] Lastly With respect to FIG. 12, it may be noted the 
device 210 further includes a pin 322. The pin 322 is a locking 
pin that is employed to lock the actuator buttons after a last 
medicament dose is delivered. It also serves to maintain the 
device ?ll port, to be described subsequently, in a blocked 
condition after a last medicament dose is delivered. 

[0082] Referring noW to FIGS. 14 and 15, they are length 
Wise sectional vieWs, in perspective, of the device of FIG. 9 
along With a cannula assembly that may be deployed in the 
device. FIG. 14 illustrates the previously described layered 
structure of the device 210 including device layers 280, 282, 
and 284. As may also be noted in FIG. 14, the device includes 
a port for receiving a cannula assembly 340. The cannula 
assembly has a base 342, a generally cylindrical docking 
structure 344, and a cannula 346. The docking structure 344 
is arranged to be received by the port 330 (FIG. 15) after the 
cannula assembly 340 is applied to the patient’s skin With the 
cannula projecting beneath the patient’s skin. The device 
includes a needle 348 that projects through a septum 350 of 
the device When the cannula assembly 340 is received by the 
port 330. This completes the ?uid path from the reservoir 222 
to the cannula 346. For a more detailed description of such a 
cannula assembly and the device that utiliZes the same, ref 
erence may be had to co-pending U.S. application Ser. No. 
11/803,007, ?led May 11, 2007, and entitled INFUSION 
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ASSEMBLY, Which application is owned by the present 
assignee and incorporated herein by reference. 
[0083] FIGS. 14 and 15 also clearly illustrate a medicament 
level indicator embodying the present invention. The rigid 
plate 310 forms a moveable Wall that moves as the medica 
ment volume increases and decreases Within the reservoir. 
The elongated Web 316 is preferably formed from a non 
elastic, non-compressible, elongated material. It has a ?rst 
end 352 and a second end 354. The Web is ?xed at the ?rst end 
352 With respect to the rigid plate 310 of the reservoir 222 and 
is arranged to move in a ?rst plane generally perpendicular to 
the rigid plate 310 intermediate the ?rst and second ends 352 
and 354. Because the Web 316 is ?xed at the ?rst end 352 and 
free to move Within the eyelet 312, its second end 354 Will 
move in linear movement in a second plane substantially 
parallel to the rigid member and transverse to the ?rst plane. 
[0084] As previously mentioned, a panel 320 of the top 
layer 284 has a WindoW opening 318 to render the medica 
ment level indicia vieWable. The cover panel 320 forms a 
guide channel 356 that receives and con?nes the Web second 
end to guide the Web for linear movement in the second plane 
substantially transverse to the ?rst plane. As the reservoir is 
?lled or emptied, a glance through the WindoW 318 Will 
provide an indication of the level of the medicament in the 
reservoir 222. 
[0085] Referring noW to FIG. 16, it is a sectional plan vieW 
shoWing the valve con?guration of the device 210 of FIG. 9 
during medicament ?lling of the pump chamber 228 imme 
diately after a dosage delivery. Here, it may be clearly seen 
that the ?rst actuator button 216 has an extension comprising 
the shuttle bar 241 of the valves 232 and 234. Above the 
valves are the conduits from the reservoir, from the pump, and 
to the cannula. More particularly, the conduit 242 is in ?uid 
communication With the reservoir 222 (FIG. 10), the conduit 
244 in ?uid communication With the pump, and the conduit 
246 is in ?uid communication With the cannula. The valves 
are shoWn With the ?rst valve 232 opened and not blocking the 
reservoir conduit 242, and the second valve 234 closed and 
blocking the conduit 246 to the cannula. This permits medi 
cament to ?oW from the reservoir through conduit 242 and to 
the pump chamber 228 through conduit 244 as the actuator 
button 21 6 returns to its ?rst position. Hence, the pump cham 
ber is ?lled and ready for the next dosage delivery. 
[0086] Referring noW to FIG. 17, it is a sectional plan vieW 
shoWing the valve con?guration of the device 210 of FIG. 9 
during medicament delivery. Here, the valves are shoWn With 
the ?rst valve 232 closed and blocking the reservoir conduit 
242, and the second valve 234 open permitting medicament to 
?oW from the pump through conduit 244 and to the cannula 
through conduit 246. As previously mentioned, the ?rst and 
second valves 232 and 234, respectively, are spaced apart so 
that conduit 242 is blocked before conduit 246 is opened. 
[0087] FIGS. 18-22 shoW details of the operation of the 
second linkage 254 of the device 210. Through this discus 
sion, simultaneous reference to more than one draWing ?gure 
may be necessary. As may be seen FIG. 18, the ?rst actuator 
button 216 has an extension 380 that terminates in a block 382 
having a ?rst ramp surface 384 and a second ramp surface 
386. When the device 210 is actuated, the button 216 is 
concurrently depressed With pump button 218. It and its 
extension 380 and bloc 382 are free to move to the right. As 
seen in FIGS. 18 and 21, the pump actuator button 218 has 
parallel extensions 400 and 402 Which are joined and sepa 
rated be a rod member 404. As seen in FIG. 18, the extension 
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400 abuts an abutment 388 Which it must clear to be able to 
move to the left. As shoWn in FIG. 21, as the button 216 is 
depressed, its extension 380 moves to the right causing the 
?rst ramp surface to engage the rod member 404. Continued 
movement of the button causes the rod member 404 to rise up 
under the ?rst ramp surface 384 Which in turn causes the 
extension 400 to begin to move slightly to the left and bend 
upWard about rib 405. Eventually, the rod member 404 rides 
up the length of the ?rst ramp 384 causing the end 401 of 
extension 400 to clear the abutment 388 as shoWn in FIG. 19. 
The pump button 216 is noW able to move freely to the left. 
When the end 401 of extension 400 totally clears the abut 
ment 388, it Will snap behind the abutment 388 as shoWn in 
FIG. 20 and become temporarily locked. MeanWhile, as 
shoWn in FIG. 22, the rod member 404 has traversed doWn the 
second ramp surface 386. The buttons 216 and 218 are noW 
fully depressed. 
[0088] Hence, from the above, it may be seen that the pump 
button 218 could not at ?rst move freely While the ?rst actua 
tor button 216 Which operates the valves could. As a result, the 
pump actuation lags behind the valve actuation causing the 
?rst valve 232 (FIG. 10) to be closed and the second valve 234 
to be opened, establishing a medicament delivery ?oW path to 
the cannula, before the pump is able to begin pumping the 
medicament to the patient. Because this operation occurs 
quickly, it appears to the patient that both actuator buttons are 
moving at the same rate. 

[0089] When the extension 400 of the pump button clears 
the abutment 388, it becomes locked in a snap action. As in the 
previous embodiment, this provides positive feedback to the 
patient that a dosage of medicament Was delivered as desired. 
It also causes a full dose to be delivered. By virtue of the snap 
action of the pump actuator, only full doses may be adminis 
tered. 
[0090] When the medicament has been delivered, the 
spring loading of the actuator buttons returns the buttons to 
their ?rst or initial position. During this time, the same timing 
provided by the block 382 is used for recharging the pump. 
More speci?cally, ramp 366 unlatches the end 401 of exten 
sion 400 by lifting rod member 404 so that 246 is closed and 
conduit 242 is opened before the pump is returned by the 
spring to its initial position. This assures that the pump does 
not pull medicament from the patient but only from the res 
ervoir. As the piston 226 of the piston pump 224 returns, a full 
dose of the medicament is draWn up into the piston chamber 
228 to ready the device for the next dosage delivery. 
[0091] FIGS. 23 and 24 shoW the operation of the piston 
pump 224 in greater detail. Also shoWn is a last dose lock-out 
420 that Will be described subsequently. Here it may be seen 
that the piston 226 of pump 224 is an extension of the pump 
actuator button 218. Also, it may be seen that the O-rings 300 
and 302 seal the piston 226 and the chamber 228. The double 
O-rings both prevent leakage of medicament from the camber 
228 and prevent outside contaminants from entering the 
chamber 228. 

[0092] When the pump chamber is ?lled With medicament 
as the actuator button is returned from the second position 
shoWn in FIG. 24 to the ?rst or initial position shoWn in FIG. 
23 after a dosage delivery, medicament ?oWs from the reser 
voir, through a conduit 307 (FIG. 13), through a diaphragm 
chamber 424 and through the conduit 244 to the pump cham 
ber 228. The chamber 424 is de?ned by a diaphragm 422 
formed of ?exible membrane material. The diaphragm 422 
includes an extension Which captures the pin 322, previously 
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shown in the exploded vieW of FIG. 12. As long as the reser 
voir has medicament, and hence is not empty, the diaphragm 
422 is not affected. In this state, the button 216 is free to be 
actuated. 

[0093] As may be noted, the pin is L-shaped at end 323 With 
an L-extension 428. A capture ramp 430, integral With the 
actuator button, passes adjacent to the pin 322 and over the 
L-extension 328. This occurs When the actuator button is 
depressed as long as the reservoir has su?icient medicament 
to provide at least one more dosage delivery. 

[0094] Reference may noW be had to FIGS. 25 and 26 as the 
operation of the last dose lock-out 420 is described. When the 
reservoir has insuf?cient medicament to support delivery of 
another dose of medicament, and during the return of the 
actuator button 218 after What Will be the last dose delivered, 
a negative pressure is created in the diaphragm chamber 424. 
This causes the diaphragm 422 to be draWn into the chamber 
424 due to the absence of liquid medicament in the chamber 
424. As the diaphragm 422 is draWn into the chamber 424, the 
pin 322 is draWn upWard With the diaphragm 422 Where it 
engages an abutment 432 connected to the ramp extension 
430. The pin 322 is noW caused to be captured betWeen the 
ramp 430 and the abutment 432. The button 216 is noW only 
partially returned to its ?rst position Whereas the pump actua 
tor button 218 is free to fully return to its initial position. Upon 
the next attempted actuation of the device, the L-extension 
Will ride up the ramp 430 and fall into a locked position 
betWeen the ramp 430 and a shoulder 434 formed in the 
actuator button 216. The button is noW locked and cannot be 
returned to its ?rst position. The pump actuator button 218 
Will also be locked in its second position as shoWn in FIG. 26. 
This is due to the fact that the ?rst button 216 is not able to 
return from its second position Which, as shoWn in FIG. 20, 
causes the end 401 of the extension 400 of the pump actuator 
218 be locked betWeen the abutment 388 and actuator button 
216. Hence, the device 210 is noW locked and cannot be 
reused. 

[0095] Referring noW to FIGS. 27 and 28, they illustrate a 
further aspect of the last dose lock-out. Before the device 210 
can be used to deliver a medicament, its reservoir must be 
?lled With a medicament. To this end, the device 210 is 
provided With a ?ll port 440 that communicates With the 
reservoir. When the device 210 is ?lled With medicament, the 
actuator buttons 216 and 218 are in their initial positions. The 
?rst actuator button 216 further includes another extension 
442 Which does not cover the ?ll port 440 When the actuator 
button 216 is in its initial position. HoWever, When the actua 
tor button 216 is in its fully actuated second position, it does 
block the ?ll port 440 as seen in FIG. 28. When the last dose 
lock-out has the locked the device, the actuator button 216 is 
left in its fully actuated second position. As a result, the last 
dose lock-out not only locks both actuator buttons 216 and 
218 to disable the device 210, it also blocks the ?ll port 440 to 
further render the device disabled. 
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[0096] While particular embodiments of the present inven 
tion have been shoWn and described, modi?cations may be 
made. For example, instead of manual actuation and spring 
loaded return of the valves used herein, constructions are 
possible Which perform in a reversed manner by being spring 
actuated and manually returned. It is therefore intended in the 
appended claims to cover all such changes and modi?cations 
Which fall Within the true spirit and scope of the invention as 
de?ned by those claims. 

1-10. (canceled) 
11. A Wearable infusion device comprising: 
a reservoir that holds a liquid medicament; 
an outlet port that delivers the liquid medicament to a 

patient; 
a pump that displaces a volume of the liquid medicament to 

the outlet port When actuated; and 
a control that actuates the pump, the control comprising an 

actuator arranged to provide a perceptible indication that 
the pump has been actuated. 

12. The device of claim 11, Wherein the perceptible indi 
cation is a tactile indication. 

13. The device of claim 12, Wherein the control comprises 
a snap action actuator and the tactile indication is that of snap 
action. 

14. The device of claim 11, Wherein the perceptible indi 
cation is an audible indication. 

15. The device of claim 14, Wherein the audible indication 
is a sharp sound. 

16. The device of claim 14, Wherein the control comprises 
a snap action actuator and Wherein the audible indication is a 
snap sound. 

17. The device of claim 11, Wherein the control includes a 
pair of actuator buttons arranged to require concurrent opera 
tion for pump actuation. 

18. The device of claim 17, Wherein only one of the actua 
tor buttons causes the actuator to provide a perceptible indi 
cation that the pump has been actuated. 

19. The device of claim 18, Wherein operation of the other 
one of the actuator buttons enables actuation of the pump. 

20. The device of claim 17, Wherein the perceptible indi 
cation is a tactile indication. 

21. The device of claim 17, Wherein the perceptible indi 
cation is an audible indication. 

22. A Wearable infusion device comprising: 
a reservoir that holds a liquid medicament; 
an outlet port that delivers the liquid medicament to a 

patient; 
a pump that displaces a volume of the liquid medicament to 

the outlet port When actuated; and 
a control that actuates the pump, the control comprising a 

pair of actuator buttons arranged to require concurrent 
operation for pump actuation and providing a combined 
perceptible tactile and audible indication that the pump 
has been actuated. 


