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MULTI-FUNCTION HOLDER AND CARRIER 
FOR HOT APPLIANCES 

[0001] This claims bene?t under 35 U.S.C. §l 19(e) ofpro 
visional application Ser. No. 61/019,970, ?led Jan. 9, 2008, 
entitled HOLDER AND CARRIER FOR HOT APPLI 
ANCES, the entire contents of Which are incorporated herein 
in their entirety. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] The present invention relates to travel carriers for 
personal hair care devices, such as curling irons, ?at irons, 
and the like, and further that are constructed to provide addi 
tional functional features. HoWever, it is contemplated that 
the present invention is not limited to only carriers for hot hair 
care devices, since it can also be used for miniature heating 
tools, such as soldering irons, clothes irons, and other minia 
ture heating tools. 
[0003] Travelers often need to pack a hot hair care device 
quickly before it cools, such as in a travel bag or luggage. 
Busy homeoWners often need to store a hot hair care device 
before it cools in order to avoidthe risk of injuring an innocent 
bystander including a child, a pet, or themselves on the hot 
appliance. Although some carriers are currently available on 
the market, there is a need for having a multi-purpose carrier 
that is useful for more than just carrying or stoWing the hot 
device. Often Women take hair styling tools With them to 
Work, to school, or to the gym Which include hot styling 
appliances. OrganiZing such tools in a convenient carrier and 
stoWing them While still hot is often desirable. HoWever, my 
investigation shoWs a lack of products With as much ?exibly 
addressing these issues in a cost-effective and e?icient man 
ner. 

[0004] Speci?cally, many knoWn existing carriers suffer 
from being overly complex, expensive to manufacture, hav 
ing an excessive number of components, and not Well adapted 
for ?exible multi-purpose use. For example, many carriers are 
made from a surprisingly large number of components, Which 
leads to high expense, excess Weight, and a bulky product that 
takes up excessive space When packed. Often, existing prod 
ucts are designed for use in a predetermined Way that “forces” 
the user to store product in a particular Way, such that the 
carrier is not designed for ?exible use and/ or the arrangement 
leads to frustrations during use. For example, many carriers 
require a particular orientation of the hot hair care device/ iron 
in the carrier. When placed in a Wrong orientation, the hot hair 
care device’s electrical cord can’t be routed aWay from the hot 
appliance and thus requires that the appliance be removed, 
reoriented, and replaced. This can be frustrating When a trav 
eler is in a hurry Which is exactly When this miss-orientation 
is mo st likely to occur. Another problem is that carriers are not 
made for ?exible use, but instead the user is forced to use the 
device in a particular Way due to the arrangement or siZe of the 
pockets. Many travelers may not appreciate this “forced orga 
niZation” since often the prearrangement does not accommo 
date their preference or particular needs. 
[0005] A feW carriers are made relatively simple, such as a 
?at ?exible sheet-like cloth that can be rolled up and tied 
closed. HoWever, these often do not hold the hot hair care 
device as securely as desired, such that there is a risk that the 
device Will fall out (or partially extend from) the device When 
the existing carrier is tipped to different orientations, or if a 
particular end ?ap is not fully tucked in place. This can result 
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in a safety concern, and also can create a concern for other 
items packed adjacent the carrier in the luggage. 
[0006] Another concern is that hot hair care devices can 
create an unpleasant “hot hair” smell gets into other items in 
luggage packed adjacent the carrier. Most travelers do not 
Want a carrier With a strong perfume scent, but Would like a 
Way to control or at least “offset” the smell of heated hair. 
[0007] Yet another concern is protecting the surface 
beneath the hot appliance While in use. Known carriers for hot 
hair care devices do not address this issue. Each time a hot 
styling tool is used to create either a curl or a straightened 
section of hair, it is typically lain doWn so that a neW section 
of hair can be accumulated for the same purpose. Resting the 
hot appliance on most surfaces presents a risk for burning or 
melting such surface. Also, there might be an occasion Where 
the styling product Was accidentally left on While resting on a 
non heat-resistant surface When the appliance is no longer in 
use. This carrier hoWever Was designed speci?cally to resolve 
the issue of accidentally discoloring, burning, melting a 
counter top or sink, or creating discomfort to one’s lap When 
resting a hot appliance such as a curling iron, clothes iron, or 
even a laptop computer Which Will transfer heat to the surface 
beneath When in an operating mode. 
[0008] Another concern is identi?cation and carrying of 
identi?cation cards, charge cards, and the like. Travelers typi 
cally Want identi?cation on luggage and on important per 
sonal carriers, including a hidden or lockable pocket or the 
like. Known carriers for hot hair care devices do not include 
such features. 
[0009] Many times bathroom countertops are very small or 
non-existent causing one to rest a hot appliance inside the 
Well of a sink. Depending on the composition of this sink 
Well, damage can easily occur. This carrier can be contoured 
to ?t Within the sink Well providing heat resistant protection 
otherWise not available. 
[001 0] Traveling is not easy, and travelers often Want multi 
functional items that make traveling easier or more comfort 
able. For example, a heat-resistant surface is often desired 
When traveling to use When ironing clothes to remove 
Wrinkles created by packing items in luggage. HoWever, 
every additional “thing” that a traveler must take along adds 
to Weight and the task of managing one’s stuff. Also, many 
travelers (or homemakers) Want a hot pad to eliminate the 
potential discoloration or damage to counter tops Which can 
be caused by using a hot appliance on a surface that cannot 
handle the hot temperatures created by the appliance. Or a hot 
pad to eliminate the potential heat transfer Which may cause 
discomfort to one’s lap When resting a hot hair care appliance 
thereon. This same hot pad can be used With clothes irons or 
laptop computers or similar Which also transfers heat to a 
surface beneath When in use. A hanging carrier/organizer is 
desired so that one is not inconvenienced by small bathroom 
counter tops Which are common in most hotel rooms. The 
carrier can easily be hung Within close proximity to the 
counter top so that various items can be easily retrieved and 
used. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

[0011] In one aspect of the present invention, a carrier is 
provided for carrying a hot appliance such as a hot hair care 
device. The carrier includes foldable sheets attached together 
and including an aesthetic outer surface and an insulating 
inner surface. The sheets include end ?aps and ?rst closures 
for closing the end ?aps to form a three-sided pocket adapted 
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to positively retain a hot appliance therein, and further the 
sheets include a side ?ap and second closure for closing the 
side ?ap to close the pocket and securely positively retain the 
hot appliance therein With its cord retained under the side ?ap 
but aWay from the hot appliance. In a narroWer form, the 
carrier includes a retainer for holding a poWer cord to the hot 
hair care device in a position on the carrier that is spaced from 
a hot portion of the hot appliance, and that is adapted to retain 
the Wire regardless of an orientation of the device in the 
carrier. 

[0012] In another aspect of the present invention, a multi 
purpose carrier is provided for holding at least one, if not tWo, 
hot personal hair care appliances having a cord. The carrier 
comprises a foldable sheet member including at least an outer 
sheet With aesthetic surface and a functional second sheet of 
heat-resistant material of similar siZe attached to the outer 
sheet in a laminar relationship. The sheet member includes a 
center section and ?rst and second side sections and seams 
de?ning tWo parallel fold lines along edges of the center 
section. The sheet member is ?exible for bending movement 
betWeen an open position Where the foldable member is sub 
stantially ?at for use as an ironing board or a protective 
countertop pad, and a folded position Where the ?rst side 
section forms a ?rst pocket With the center section for hold at 
least one hot personal hair care appliance betWeen portions of 
the functional second sheet, and further Where the second side 
section forms a second pocket against an outer surface of the 
?rst side section to hold the cord. First and second ?aps 
extend from opposing ends of the center section and are 
located betWeen the fold lines, and ?rst fasteners on the ?rst 
and second ?aps have mating second fasteners on an outer 
surface of the ?rst side section for releasably attaching the 
?rst and second ?aps to the center section to close open ends 
of the ?rst pocket, but With the cord from the appliance 
extending from the ?rst pocket, past an edge of one of the ?rst 
and second ?aps, to the second pocket. By this arrangement, 
the appliance can be positioned in the ?rst pocket With the 
cord facing the opposite direction and yet the cord can be 
routed to the second pocket. A retainer is provided on the 
outer surface of the ?rst side section for holding the cord in the 
second pocket When in the folded position. A third ?ap 
extends from an outer edge of the second side section and 
includes second fasteners for attaching the third ?ap to one of 
the ?rst side section and the center section to hold the second 
side section in the folded position Which thus closes the ?rst 
pocket and also covers the second pocket. 

[0013] In another aspect of the present invention, a multi 
purpose carrier comprises a foldable sheet member including 
at least one functional sheet of heat resistant material. The 
sheet member includes tWo parallel fold lines dividing the 
sheet member into three sections. The sheet member is bend 
able betWeen an open ?at position for use as an ironing board 
or protective countertop pad, and a folded position Where the 
three sections are relatively ?at against each other and form 
ing ?rst and second pockets on opposite sides of a center one 
of the three sections. Multiple ?aps extend from ends of 
several of the three sections and include fasteners to release 
and secure the multiple ?aps to thus hold the three sections in 
the folded position. Scent is located in the foldable sheet in a 
location Where a fragrance is emitted both When a hot per 
sonal hair care appliance is stored in one of the pockets and 
also When the foldable sheet is used as an ironing board. 

[0014] In another aspect of the present invention a method 
includes steps of providing foldable sheets attached together 
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and that include an aesthetic outer surface and an insulating 
inner surface. The sheets include end ?aps and ?rst closures 
for closing the end ?aps to form a three-sided pocket adapted 
to retain a hot appliance therein. The sheets further include a 
side ?ap and second closure for closing the side ?ap to close 
the pocket and securely positively retain the hot appliance 
therein. The method further includes opening the foldable 
sheet to a ?at position and using the ?attened sheets to do at 
least one of: provide a hot pad for supporting a hot iron on the 
user’s lap, provide a ?at heat-insulated surface for ironing 
clothing thereon, contouring the ?attened pad to ?t Within the 
Well of a sink, and provide a protective hot pad for a counter 
top. The method further includes closing the foldable sheets 
to form the three- sided pocket, placing a hot appliance therein 
With the electrical poWer cord to the hot appliance held aWay 
from the three-sided pocket, and closing and then retaining 
the side ?ap in a closed position to positively securely protect 
the hot appliance until it cools. 
[0015] An object of the present invention is to provide a 
device that alloWs travelers to pack a hot hair care device 
quickly before it cools, such as in a travel bag or luggage, but 
Without fear of causing heat damage to adjacently packed 
items. 
[0016] An object of the present invention is to provide a 
carrier for busy homeoWners for storing a hot hair care device 
before it cools in order to avoid the risk of a child or pet 
injuring themself on the hot appliance. 
[0017] An object of the present invention is to provide a 
multi-purpose carrier that is useful for more than just carrying 
or stoWing the hot device, such as by providing a ?ap that can 
be Wrapped around a toWel bar to hold and organiZe hair care 
products during use . . . and also by providing a carrier that can 
be laid ?at to form an ironing board or heat pad. 
[0018] An object of the present invention is to provide a 
carrier that is relatively non-complex, yet that is adapted for 
?exible use by a traveler, and further that includes relatively 
feW and inexpensive components, loW Weight components, 
and a relatively unbulky product that takes up minimal space 
When packed. 
[0019] An object of the present invention is to provide a 
carrier that does not require a particular orientation of the hot 
hair care iron When stored in the carrier. Or more speci?cally 
that alloWs storage of the iron’s electrical cord regardless of 
orientation of the iron in the carrier. 
[0020] An object of the present invention is to provide a 
carrier that securely holds a hot hair care device Without risk 
that the device Will fall out (or partially extend from) the 
device. 
[0021] An object of the present invention is to provide a 
carrier With a scent that is emitted When a hot device is placed 
in the carrier, so that unpleasant smells from heat hair and 
from the heated device do not infect other items in luggage 
packed adjacent the carrier. 
[0022] An object of the present invention is to provide a 
carrier With an identi?cation card holder and also a secret 
pocket tucked behind an identi?cation pocket for carrying 
objects such as a credit card and the like discretely. 
[0023] An object of the present invention is to provide a 
carrier adapted for multiple use, such as that can be unfolded 
to a relatively ?at condition for use as an ironing board, 
including frictional patches or hook-and-loop fasteners that 
engage a sheet or other supporting structure so that the carrier 
When used as an ironing board or as a countertop protector or 
lap protector stays in place. 
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[0024] An object of the present invention is to provide a 
carrier that hangs on a toWel bar or over a hook and holds hair 
care products such as brushes, sprays, and hair care devices in 
an organized arrangement, but in a location off of a small 
bathroom countertop 
[0025] The present structure is further believed to be novel, 
ornamental, and unobvious in appearance. 
[0026] These and other aspects, objects, and features of the 
present invention Will be understood and appreciated by those 
skilled in the art upon studying the folloWing speci?cation, 
claims, and appended draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

[0027] FIGS. 1-2 are perspective vieWs of the present car 
rier, FIG. 1 shoWing the heat-resistant side and FIG. 2 shoW 
ing the aesthetic side. 
[0028] FIGS. 3-4 are perspective vieWs of the carrier of 
FIG. 1, but With a ?rst side section folded to form a ?rst pocket 
for receiving a hot hair care device, FIG. 3 being Without the 
hair care device, and FIG. 4 shoWing a ?rst device (solid lines) 
positioned in a ?rst orientation for being stored therein and a 
second device (dashed lines) positioned in a second reversed 
orientation for being stored therein. 
[0029] FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective vieW of the carrier 
of FIG. 4. 
[0030] FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW similar to FIG. 4, but 
shoWing the hair care device placed into the ?rst pocket and 
its cord stored in the second pocket, and shoWing additional 
hair brushes stored in a secondary accessory pocket. 
[0031] FIG. 7 is a plan vieW ofthe carrier in its fully folded 
tri-folded condition. 
[0032] FIG. 8 is a front vieW shoWing the carrier of FIG. 7 
hanging from a toWel bar. 
[0033] FIG. 9 is a front vieW ofthe tri-folded carrier shoW 
ing the hanging loop, the identi?cation holder pocket and a 
hidden secret pocket behind the identi?cation holder pocket. 
[0034] FIGS. 9A and 10 are cross-sectional vieWs taken 
along the lines IXA-IXA and X-X in FIGS. 9 and 2, respec 
tively. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0035] A multi-purpose carrier 20 (FIGS. 1-2, 6, and 8) 
(also called a “holder”) is provided for holding one or more 
hot personal hair care devices 21 (also called “appliances”) 
having an electrical cord 22, so that the devices 21 can be 
packed in luggage While hot Without damaging adjacently 
packed items. The carrier 20 also includes various accessory 
pockets adapted to hold hair care products, such as liquids, 
combs, brushes, and the like. The carrier 20 is also adapted for 
use With other “hot” products, such as a clothes iron 21A or 
computer 21B. 
[0036] The illustrated carrier 20 comprises a tri-foldable 
sheet member 25 that is generally rectangular or square. The 
sheet member 25 is a laminar arrangement including an outer 
fabric sheet 26 With an aesthetic visible surface, a functional 
second sheet 27 of heat-resistant material of similar siZe 
attached to the outer sheet 26 in a laminar relationship and an 
insulator sheet and/or scented fabric softener sheet. The sheet 
member 25 can also include an insulating material 28 
betWeen the sheets 26 and 27. It is contemplated that the 
sheets 26-28 can be a variety of different materials. For 
example, the outer sheet 26 can have an aesthetic outer sur 
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face created by printing techniques, embroidery design, 
Weave, fabric, Water-repellant or bacteria resistant textile, or 
material type, and the like. The sheet member 25 is ?exible so 
that it can be folded along seams 33-34. 

[0037] The illustrated sheet member 25 is seWn around its 
perimeter and also transversely across its body in tWo loca 
tions (seams 33 and 34) to de?ne a center section 30 and 
opposing ?rst and second side sections 31 and 32. The seWn 
lines are double seWn at locations 33 and 34 to form tWo 
parallel lines, creating a natural line along Which the sheet 
member 25 folds, thus causing the article 20 to be ?atter When 
tri-folded for compact storage. The sheet member 25 is ?ex 
ible for bending movement betWeen an open position (FIGS. 
1-2) Where the foldable sheet member 25 is substantially ?at 
for use as an ironing board (see FIG. 1), and a ?rst folded 
position (FIGS. 3-4, 6) Where the ?rst side section 31 forms a 
?rst pocket 35 With the center section 30 for holding the at 
least one hot personal hair care appliance 21 betWeen portions 
of the functional second sheet 27, and a second fully-folded 
position (FIGS. 7-9) Where the second side section 32 forms 
a second pocket 36 against an outer surface of the ?rst side 
section to hold the cord 22. 

[0038] First and second ?aps 40 and 41 (FIG. 1) extend 
from opposing ends of the center section 30 in a location 
betWeen the fold lines 33 and 34. First fasteners 42 (Which are 
hook-and-loop patches) on the ?rst and second ?aps 40 and 
41 are positioned to mate With second fasteners 43 (Which are 
the mating part of the hook-and-loop patches) on an outer 
surface of the ?rst side section 31 for releasably attaching the 
?rst and second ?aps 40 and 41 to the center section 30 to 
close open ends of the ?rst pocket 35. Notably, the ?aps 40 
and 41 are slightly smaller than a Width of the center section 
30, such that the cord 22 can be extended from the appliance 
21 (Which is in the ?rst pocket 35, see FIG. 4) past an edge of 
either one of the ?rst and second ?aps 40/41 to the second 
pocket 36. This alloWs the appliance 21 to be positioned in the 
?rst pocket 35 in either of a ?rst or second orientation . . . and 

yet the cord 22 can still be routed to the second pocket 36 for 
safe storage aWay from the hot appliance 21. 
[0039] A loop-style retainer ?ap 46 (FIGS. 1 and 4) (also 
called a “retainer”) With mating patches 47-48 of hook-and 
loop fastener material alloW the ?ap 46 to be made into a loop 
around the cord 22 to securely hold the cord 22 on the outer 
surface of the ?rst side section 31. Thus, the cord 22 is held 
(i.e., retained) in the second pocket 32 When the sheet mem 
ber 25 is in the folded position. 
[0040] A third ?ap 50 (FIG. 1) extends from an outer edge 
of the second side section 32 and includes second fasteners 51 
(i.e., patches of hook-and-loop material) for attaching the 
third ?ap 50 to a mating fastener 52 (i.e., mating patch of 
hook-and-loop material) located on one of the ?rst side sec 
tion 32 and the center section 30. As illustrated in FIG. 9, the 
mating fastener 52 is on the center section 30 so that it is 
positioned to hold the second side section 32 in the folded 
position (FIG. 5) Which thus fully closes the ?rst pocket 35 
(on all four sides) and also covers the second pocket 36 (on 
tWo sides). 
[0041] The hook-and-loop fasteners on the aesthetic outer 
sheet 26 are covered When the ?aps 40, 41, 50 are holding the 
carrier 20 in the fully folded condition (FIGS. 8-9). HoWever, 
When in the open unfolded position (FIG. 2), the fasteners on 
the aesthetic outer sheet 26 are exposed. The hook-and-loop 
fasteners can provide an important function When the carrier 
20 is ?at and being used as an ironing board by providing 
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increased friction With a supporting surface (such as for fric 
tionally engaging a hotel bedspread, or a bed sheet, or a hotel 
room ?oor/towel, or a person’s legs). This increased friction 
helps the carrier 20 to stay in a given position and stay ?at, 
rather than shift around during ironing or When being used as 
a hot pad. It is contemplated that the fasteners can also be 
made of other things to cause friction and/or to keep the 
carrier ?at. Also, separate components can be used for fas 
teners and also for friction generation. 

[0042] The illustrated sheet member 25 further includes a 
second sheet member 26A (FIG. 2) seWn along three sides of 
its perimeter With sheets 26 and 27. The sheet member 26A is 
seWn along three side edges, but its unattached edge is shorter 
such that one edge 53 is located short of one end of the carrier 
20. The edge at the “short end” is not attached to sheet 26. The 
seWn/fold lines 33-34 (e.g., stitched seams, although could be 
other attachment such as bonding, etc.) extend across the 
sheet 26A, such that the sheet 26A forms three accessory 
pockets 54-56 on an outside of the carrier 20. Three exterior 
pockets have been designed into the carrier for providing 
adequate but ?exible storage for other hair styling accessories 
such as combs, brushes, clips, and/or mirrors. (See FIGS. 
6-7.) The ?ap 40 is slightly longer than ?ap 41 and is posi 
tioned near the edge 53 of the accessory pockets 54-56. This 
alloWs the ?ap 40 to be Wrapped over a toWel bar 58 (FIG. 8), 
With the pockets 54-56 facing upWard so that items therein do 
not fall out and so that the items are positioned in visible 
locations for easy selection, removal, and use. A loop 58' is 
located behind one of the ?aps (e.g. ?ap 40) for hanging the 
carrier in an upright position over a Wall-mounted hook. 

[0043] On a bottom of the sheet 26A are tWo small sheets 60 
and 61 (FIG. 9) Which are seWn on three sides, thus forming 
tWo juxtaposed pockets 62 and 63. At least a portion of the 
outer sheet 61 is transparent, so that identi?cation can be 
placed in the outer pocket 62. The second inner pocket 63 is 
con?gured to receive other card-like items, such as a credit 
card, driver’s license, and the like. Notably, the second inner 
pocket 63 is relatively hidden, and is not immediately appar 
ent When looking at the carrier 20. Thus, this arrangement 
provides a level of security to items placed in the second 
pocket 63 . Also, it is contemplated that if still greater security 
is desired, a small lock (not shoWn) can be placed on the 
second pocket 63 and outer sheet 26A to prevent unautho 
riZed entry into the second pocket 63. Such locks are knoWn 
and hence it is not necessary to describe them in this appli 
cation. For example, the lock could be similar to a lock often 
used on luggage, either integrally attached to the luggage or 
having a locking ?nger that extends through aligned holes in 
the sheets 60/61 and sheet 26A. 

[0044] Preferably, the sheet member 25 is suf?ciently large 
to hold a typical hot hair care iron (or hold tWo or more such 
products). A typical dimension for a carrier 20 adapted to hold 
tWo hot hair care irons has the sheet member 25 at about 16" 
in a direction parallel the fold lines and about 18'' in a trans 
verse direction. The ?aps also can vary in siZe and shape. The 
illustrated ?aps 40-41 are about 5" Wide, and ?ap 40 is about 
5" long While ?ap 41 is about 7" long. Flap 50 is about 3" Wide 
and about 6" long, While the retainer ?ap 46 is about 3" Wide 
by about 8" long. When folded in its closed tri-fold shape, it 
measures approximately 16" by 5-6". The ?at surface on a 
smaller siZe carrier Would be approximately 12" by 18'' ?n 
ished. When folded in its closed tri-fold shape, it measures 
approximately 12" by 5". The ?at surface measurements do 
not include the end ?aps Which are tucked in When the Wrap 
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is closed. Since the Width of both carriers are 18'' Wide, they 
Will comfortably hold tWo appliances comfortably Within the 
interior as opposed to only one device. 

[0045] It is contemplated that the insulating inner sheet 28 
is preferably a medium to heavy Weight batting material 
Which provides padding betWeen the fabric layers. An aroma 
(or deodoriZing) fabric sheet can be located adjacent the sheet 
28 betWeen the layers 26-27 and is con?gured to emit a 
pleasing scent When a hot appliance is placed in the Wrap or 
When using the Wrap as a ?at pad for ironing. Notably, the 
fabric sheet Will emit a light scent When room temperature 
and Will emit an enhanced scent When the fabric is heated by 
a hot hair care appliance or clothing iron. Alternatively, 
aroma-producing materials can be placed in one or more of 
the sheets 26-28. Also, it is contemplated that the aroma 
producing materials can be of a type that can only be noticed 
by most people When the aroma-producing materials are 
heated . . . such as When they are adjacent a hot iron in the 

folded position of the carrier 20. Fabric softener sheets Work 
Well for this purpose, since they are made to provide light 
scent When at room temperature and Withstand high heat 
While giving a pleasant but not overpoWering fragrance or 
scent When heated. 

[0046] The illustrated layers of fabric are seWn together, but 
it is contemplated that they can be adhered to each other by 
different methods, such as by glue/adhesive, or by bonding 
techniques (such as thermal bonding). The sheet member 25 
preferably includes an edge binding of a durable fabric 
applied to the outer edges of the sheet member 25 such that it 
serves as both a decorative design and to ?nish off the raW 
seam. 

[0047] As noted above, on each end of the carrier, the fabric 
?aps are attached to the sheet member 25 to secure the ends of 
the carrier When it is in its closed position. It is contemplated 
that these ?aps can be separate components attached to the 
sheet member 25, or they can be integrally made from the 
sheet material of the sheets 26-28. The end ?aps 40-41 are 
suf?ciently Wide to secure the appliance 21 Within the carrier 
so the appliance Will not slip out When held end-for-end. 
These ?aps can be various materials, but in a preferred form 
they are made of material similar to sheet member 25, such as 
layered textiles Which include a layer of medium Weight 
batting sandWiched betWeen layers of durable exterior fabric. 
These end ?aps are preferably constructed With right-sides 
together, so that When they are turned right-side out, the raW 
seam is hidden inside making it un-necessary for seam bind 
ing; hoWever they could be constructed With right-sides fac 
ing out and seam binding added to ?nish the raW edge. These 
end ?aps are attached to the exterior of the heat-resistant pad 
and external pocket on the outside of the Wrap (heat-resistant 
material facing doWn) before the seam binding is added to 
?nish the raW edges. They are attached basically to the middle 
section of the tri-fold design. The illustrated fastener is hook 
and loop material (e. g., VELCRO®). 
[0048] It is contemplated that many fabric or other material 
combinations can be applied to the exterior of the Wrap, the 
?aps, and the binding. Coordinating, identical, or contrasting 
fabrics can be used to change the appearance of the ?nished 
carrier. A decorative quilted pattern can be seWn on the Wrap 
to secure the multiple layers of fabric and add a visual appeal; 
hoWever, it is not necessary. Or a quilted border can be seWn 
on one, tWo, or all outer edges of the external pocket. This 
quilting is accomplished before the external pocket is 
attached to the heat-resistant pad. 
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[0049] The interior of the Wrap is made of heat-resistant 
material, and can be pre-quilted or un-quilted. When deter 
mining What type of heat-resistant material to use, the best 
choice is to evaluate the cost of materials based on functional 
needs. The illustrated heat-resistant material can Withstand 
temperatures up to 390 degrees Fahrenheit. Notably, the heat 
resistant fabric tends to be the most costly material in the 
construction. It is necessary to use material Which holds the 
excessive heat Within the Wrap, so that the exterior is com 
fortable to hold With the still-hot appliance inside. 
[0050] The Wrap is intended to be folded into a tri-fold 
shape, With tWo-thirds of the Wrap used to store the hot or 
room temperature appliance. The remaining third of the Wrap 
can be used to secure the appliance’s electric cord. By folding 
the appliance betWeen tWo-thirds of the Wrap, the hot surface 
is separated from the remaining third and thus prevents the 
hot surface from coming into contact With the appliance cord. 
[0051] The identi?cation card holder is constructed using 
tWo layers of durable fabric With a medium Weight batting 
layered in betWeen. This layer is used to protect the clear 
plastic sheath that is placed on the top of the identi?cation 
card holder alloWing a business card to be placed inside and 
protected from moisture. A binding material is added around 
the edges of the identi?cation card holder Which is secured on 
three sides and only attached to the plastic sheath on the 
fourth side alloWing for the business card to be inserted and 
removed. The fabric underneath the plastic sheath is made of 
identical fabric as the Wrap’s exterior so that it camou?ages 
the creation of a hidden pocket underneath the business card. 
When this pocket is added to the exterior Wrap it is open at the 
same end as the identi?cation card holder. The opening can 
either be on the top, the left or the right, but the illustrated 
design has put the opening on the right assuming it is for 
right-handed individuals. 
[0052] The end ?aps have been designed to add another 
layer of protection to the plastic sheath that has been seWn 
into the identi?cation tag holder. By ?ipping the end ?ap 
backwards, it can cover the plastic sheath if necessary When 
using the heat-resistant side as a mini ironing pad. 
[0053] The corners of the carrier are preferably rounded, 
including the edges on the end ?aps. This design Was created 
to improve the construction eliminating the need to miter 
corners When applying the seam binding. 
[0054] When the carrier is in its open position, it can also be 
used as a protective pad on a countertop (see FIG. 7A) under 
neath kitchen appliances that generate excessive heat When 
they are inuse. Standard siZed potholders are much smaller (8 
or 9 inch square) Which are often not large enough to cover the 
entire surface beneath appliances such as crock pots, electric 
skillets, Waf?e irons, etc. The Wrap can be laid in a sink and 
used to create a contoured boWl to protect the sink (and/or 
protect the hot appliance) When no countertop spaced is avail 
able. This is especially useful When using in a recreational 
vehicle or boat Where the sinks are made of polymer or resin 
that Will melt if the hot appliance touches the sink surface. 
[0055] When the carrier is in its open position, it can be 
used as a protective pad underneath hot dishes (see FIG. 7A) 
When eating from one’s lap, Which is common in front of a 
television, or in a hotel room When ordering room service. 

[0056] When the carrier is in its open position, it can be 
used as a lap or seat pad protector When transporting hot 
dishes. It can also be used to support a laptop computer (see 
FIG. 1) on one’s lap, such as When using a computer When 
seated on an airplane With the purpose of reducing the heat 
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transferred to one’s lap from the battery compartment under 
neath the laptop. Also, the carrier can be used to shield and 
cover a laptop When traveling, such as When served a bever 
age While traveling on an airplane. 
[0057] The design of the carrier has taken into consider 
ation a necessary space for stoWing or storing a hair appliance 
and tries to make the best use of this space. It is not designed 
to take up too much room, but is designed to ?t most if not all 
curling irons, ?at irons, hair crimping devices, hair extension 
heated tools, and hot hair brushes. HoWever, it is contem 
plated that the inventive concepts can be used in other envi 
ronments, e. g., to provide a carrier for convenient carrying for 
a hobbyist Who might carry soldering irons, or miniature 
heating tools. 
[0058] It is to be understood that variations and modi?ca 
tions can be made on the aforementioned structure Without 
departing from the concepts of the present invention, and 
further it is to be understood that such concepts are intended 
to be covered by the folloWing claims unless these claims by 
their language expressly state otherWise. 

The embodiments of the invention in Which an exclusive 
property or privilege is claimed are de?ned as folloWs: 

1. A carrier for carrying a hot appliance such as a hot hair 
care device, comprising: 

foldable sheets attached together and including an aes 
thetic outer surface and an insulating inner surface; 

the sheets including end ?aps and ?rst closures for closing 
the end ?aps to form a three-sided pocket adapted to 
positively retain a hot appliance therein; the sheets fur 
ther including a side ?ap and second closure for closing 
the side ?ap to close the pocket and securely positively 
retain the hot appliance therein With its cord retained 
under the side ?ap but aWay from the hot appliance. 

2. The carrier de?ned in claim 1, including a retainer for 
holding a poWer cord to the hot hair care device in a position 
on the carrier that is spaced from a hot portion of the hot 
appliance. 

3. The carrier de?ned in claim 1, including a scent in the 
foldable sheets that gives a desirable aroma When Warmed by 
a hot portion of the appliance. 

4. The carrier de?ned in claim 1, Wherein the end ?aps 
extend from a rectangular portion of the sheets. 

5. The carrier de?ned in claim 1, Wherein the foldable 
sheets are unfoldable to a relatively ?at position Where the 
insulating inner surface faces upWardly for use as an ironing 
board surface, With the ?rst and second closures being a 
hook-and-loop material spaced at different locations on the 
aesthetic outer surface, the hook-and-loop material providing 
a rough surface for engaging a support surface to create 
increased friction to hold the foldable sheets stationary and in 
the relatively ?at position. 

6. A multi-purpose carrier for holding at least one hot 
personal hair care appliance having a cord, comprising: 

a foldable sheet member including at least an outer sheet 
With aesthetic surface and a functional second sheet of 
heat-resistant material of similar siZe attached to the 
outer sheet in a laminar relationship; the sheet member 
including a center section and ?rst and second side sec 
tions and seams de?ning tWo parallel fold lines along 
edges of the center section; 

the sheet member being ?exible for bending movement 
betWeen an open position Where the foldable member is 
substantially ?at for use as an ironing board, and a folded 
position Where the ?rst side section forms a ?rst pocket 
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With the center section for holding at least one hot per 
sonal hair care appliance betWeen portions of the func 
tional second sheet and further Where the second side 
section forms a secondpocket against an outer surface of 
the ?rst side section to hold the cord; 

?rst and second ?aps extending from opposing ends of the 
center section and located betWeen the fold lines, and 
?rst fasteners on the ?rst and second ?aps With mating 
second fasteners on an outer surface of the ?rst side 
section for releasably attaching the ?rst and second ?aps 
to the center section to close open ends of the ?rst 
pocket, but With the cord from the appliance extending 
from the ?rst pocket, past an edge of one of the ?rst and 
second ?aps, to the second pocket; Whereby the appli 
ance can be positioned in the ?rst pocket in either of ?rst 
or second positions and yet the cord can be routed to the 
second pocket; 

a retainer on the outer surface of the ?rst side section for 
holding the cord in the second pocket When in the folded 
position; and 

a third ?ap extending from an outer edge of the second side 
section and including second fasteners for attaching the 
third ?ap to one of the ?rst side section and the center 
section to hold the second side section in the folded 
position Which thus closes the ?rst pocket and also cov 
ers the second pocket. 

7. The carrier de?ned in claim 6, Wherein at least one of the 
?aps is suf?ciently long to Wrap around a toWel bar and hold 
the carrier vertically. 

8. The carrier de?ned in claim 6, including a loop behind 
one of the ?aps for hanging the carrier in an upright position 
over a hook. 

9. The carrier de?ned in claim 6, including an additional 
multi-layered arrangement forming inner and outer pockets, 
Wherein the outer pocket is covered by a transparent outer 
?lm for visibility through the ?lm, and Wherein the inner 
pocket is hidden behind the ?rst pocket and generally not 
visible nor readily apparent. 

10. The carrier de?ned in claim 6, Wherein the ?rst and 
second fasteners include hook-and-loop patches of material 
attached to the outer sheet, the patches including protruding 
thread-like members that assist in holding the carrier stable 
When in the open position by engagement of the protruding 
thread-like members With a ?at supporting structure such as a 
bedspread, a bed sheet, a toWel or a countertop. 

11. The carrier de?ned in claim 6, Wherein the foldable 
sheet member includes a Water-impermeable layer for pre 
venting moisture from passing therethrough, such that the 
carrier can be used as a spill-resisting shield. 
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12. A multi-purpose carrier for holding at least one hot 
personal hair care appliance having a cord, comprising: 

a foldable sheet member including at least one functional 
sheet of heat-resistant material; the sheet member 
including tWo parallel fold lines dividing the sheet mem 
ber into three sections; 

the sheet member being bendable betWeen an open ?at 
position for use as an ironing board, and a folded posi 
tion Where the three sections are relatively ?at against 
each other and forming ?rst and second pockets on 
opposite sides of a center one of the three sections; 

multiple ?aps extending from ends of several of the three 
sections and including fasteners to releaseably secure 
the multiple ?aps to thus hold the three sections in the 
folded position; 

scent located in the foldable sheet in a location Where a 
fragrance is emitted both When a hot personal hair care 
appliance is stored in one of the pockets and also When 
the foldable sheet is used as an ironing board. 

13. The carrier de?ned in claim 12, including a dryer sheet 
containing the scent and that is attached as part of the sheet 
member. 

14. A method comprising steps of: 
providing foldable sheets attached together and including 

an aesthetic outer surface and an insulating inner sur 
face; the sheets including end ?aps and ?rst closures for 
closing the end ?aps to form a three-sided pocket 
adapted to retain a hot appliance therein; the sheets 
further including a side ?ap and second closure for clos 
ing the side ?ap to close the pocket and securely posi 
tively retain the hot appliance therein; 

opening the foldable sheets to a ?at position and using the 
?attened sheets to do at least one of: provide a hot pad for 
supporting a hot iron on the user’s lap, provide a ?at 
heat-insulated surface for ironing clothing thereon, pro 
vide a protective hot pad in a sink using the end ?aps to 
in part form a shape of a boWl in the sink, and provide a 
protective hot pad for a countertop; and 

closing the foldable sheets to form the three-sided pocket, 
placing a hot appliance therein With the electrical poWer 
cord to the hot appliance held aWay from the three-sided 
pocket, and closing and then retaining the side ?ap in a 
closed position to positively securely protect the hot 
appliance until it cools. 

15. The method de?ned in claim 13, Wherein the foldable 
sheets are shaped to ?t in a sink, and including a step of 
placing the foldable sheets into the sink and using the foldable 
sheets as a hot pad in the sink. 

* * * * * 


