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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR 
ATTACHING A BACKSPLASH TO A 

COUNTERTOP 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates to an apparatus and method 
for quickly and reliably attaching a backsplash to a counter 
top, and more particularly, to a clip that securely intercon 
nects the backsplash to the countertop in the desired orienta 
tion. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] Most countertops, such as those found in a kitchen, 
bathroom or utility room, include a backsplash at the rear 
edge betWeen the countertop and the Wall behind the counter 
to de?ne a barrier betWeen the countertop and the adjoining 
Wall. The backsplash is typically a relatively narroW strip of 
material that is placed on top of the countertop, extending 
vertically upWard at the rear edge and against the Wall. The 
backsplash serves as a barrier that prevents Water and other 
materials on the countertop from coming into prolonged con 
tact With the Wall. In many instances, the Wall behind the 
countertop is sheetrock that could be damaged by contact 
With Water and for that reason alone it is important to mini 
miZe the amount of Water coming into contact With the Wall. 
[0003] Backsplashes vary Widely in the vertical height that 
they extend above the surface of the countertop and the mate 
rials they are manufactured from. Nonetheless, all backs 
plashes serve primarily as a barrier against Water, as noted 
above. In addition, they are also attractive ?nishes for the 
countertop. 
[0004] There are many kinds of backsplashes, depending 
upon the needs of the installation and the oWner’s Wishes. For 
example, some backsplashes are made of tile, regardless of 
Whether the countertop is tile. Tile makes for an attractive 
backsplash but tends to be relatively expensive both in terms 
of materials and in the labor required to install it. Another 
popular countertop is made of granite or some other native or 
“cultured” stone. These kinds of countertops typically have a 
backsplash fabricated from the same material. Another popu 
lar kind of countertop is made of a solid polymeric compound 
sold under the brand name CORIAN. These and other solid 
compounds are commonly referred to as solid surface coun 
tertops. As With stone countertops, backsplashes used With 
CORIAN and other solid surface countertops are made of the 
same material. 

[0005] The present invention relates to a backsplash that is 
used With another popular type of countertop, Which is espe 
cially popular in more moderately priced installations, 
namely, a countertop made from a composite laminate mate 
rial that is bonded to a substrate such as particle board. In this 
kind of installation the backsplash is made of the same mate 
rial, laminate bonded onto a Wooden substrate, typically par 
ticle board. There are several Ways to attach a laminate back 
splash to a laminate countertop, but most of the knoWn 
methods are relatively cumbersome and labor intensive. One 
method relies upon setting plastic brackets at intervals along 
the length of the countertop at the rear edge, and then setting 
screWs into a milled-out portion of the loWer edge of the 
backsplash With the screW heads exposed a short distance. 
The exposed screW heads ?t into notches in the brackets to 
thus attach the backsplash. This product is sold under the 
brand name SMART CLIP. 
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[0006] Despite the presence of several different techniques 
for doing the job, there is a continuing need for apparatus and 
method that make the job of correctly attaching a backsplash 
to a countertop more accurate, e?icient and economical. The 
present invention comprises an apparatus that quickly and 
reliably aligns the backsplash With the countertop and 
securely attaches the one to the other. Using the method 
facilitated by the apparatus, backsplash installation is much 
faster, more economical and more accurate than conventional 
methods. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] The invention Will be better understood and its 
numerous objects and advantages Will be apparent by refer 
ence to the folloWing detailed description of the invention 
When taken in conjunction With the folloWing draWings. 
[0008] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a backsplash clip 
according to the present invention, illustrating the clip 
betWeen a section of countertop and the section of backsplash 
that Will be attached to it. 
[0009] FIG. 2 is a side elevation vieW of a ?rst illustrated 
embodiment of a backsplash clip according to the present 
invention. 
[0010] FIG. 3 is a partial cross sectional vieW shoWing the 
backsplash clip shoWn in FIG. 1 relative to a section of coun 
tertop and backsplash, prior to installation. 
[0011] FIG. 4 is a partial cross sectional vieW similar to the 
vieW of FIG. 3 except shoWing the clip installed in the coun 
tertop and the backsplash, and the backsplash therefore 
attached to the countertop. 
[0012] FIG. 5 is a vieW of a comer section of a countertop 
illustrating several backsplash clips connecting the backs 
plash to the countertop and a clip interconnecting tWo sec 
tions of backsplash at a comer, illustrating some of the back 
splash clips in phantom lines and shoWing one clip in 
isolation. 
[0013] FIG. 6 is a side elevation vieW of a secondillustrated 
embodiment of a backsplash clip according to the present 
invention. 
[0014] FIG. 7 is a side elevation vieW of a third illustrated 
embodiment of a backsplash clip according to the present 
invention. 
[0015] FIG. 8 is a partial cross sectional vieW shoWing a 
fourth illustrated embodiment of a backsplash clip shoWing 
the clip relative to a section of countertop and backsplash, 
prior to installation. 
[0016] FIG. 9 is a cross sectional ofthe clip shoWn in FIG. 
8 With the clip installed in the countertop and the backsplash, 
and the backsplash therefore attached to the countertop. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0017] With reference to the draWings, a ?rst illustrated 
embodiment of a backsplash clip 10 is shoWn in FIG. 1 
adjacent a section of a composite laminate countertop 12 and 
a composite laminate backsplash 14 prior to installation of the 
clip With the countertop and backsplash. For ease of refer 
ence, throughout this document like structures shoWn and 
identi?ed in one draWing ?gure are given the same reference 
number in other draWing ?gures. Both the countertop 12 and 
backsplash 14 are fabricated in a like manner and comprise a 
sheet of composite laminate material 16 bonded onto the 
surface of a substrate 18 that is typically Wooden, and more 
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typically particle board. There are many kinds of laminate 
material that are used for countertops and backsplashes. As an 
example, one typical composite laminate is a product sold 
under the brand name FORMICA (see WWW.formica.com). 
In addition to these and other composite laminates, any 
appropriate countertop material may be used, including solid 
surface products, various plastics, Wood and butcher block, 
and the like. As noted, the substrate 18 is usually a particle 
board sheet, but may also be conventional plyWood or other 
substrate materials. 

[0018] The upper surface of countertop 12 is planar given 
reference number 11. The rear edge of the countertop 12 is 
referred to generally as rear edge 13. The surface of backs 
plash 14 is also planar and is identi?ed With number 17. The 
bottom edge of backsplash 14 is referred to generally as 
bottom edge 15. 
[0019] Clip 10 is shoWninisolation in FIG. 2 and comprises 
a generally serpentine body 21 de?ned by a U-shaped section 
having opposite arm members 20 and 22 that extend out 
Wardly from base member 24 at approximately 90 degree 
angles relative to the base member. An arm member 26 
extends from arm member 22 at about a 90 degree angle. One 
side of arm member 20 has three barbs 28 and one side of arm 
member 26 includes three barbs 30. As detailed beloW, barbs 
28 and 30 function to anchor the clip in the countertop 12 and 
backsplash 14, respectively. Clip 10 is preferably metallic and 
fabricated in a single piece. The clip may conveniently be 
manufactured by cutting extruded stock into lengths and is 
preferably a one-piece member. The clip 10 may also be 
fabricated from other materials, including plastics. The Width 
of clip 10 at all points except Where the barbs are located is 
designated as Width Z. 

[0020] Prior to attaching backsplash 14 to countertop 12, 
both the backsplash and the countertop must be prepared. 
With reference to FIGS. 1 and 3, a slot 32 is cut into rear edge 
13 of substrate 18 of countertop 12. The Width of slot 32 is 
approximately the same as Width Z of clip 10 and the slot 
extends into substrate 18 in a direction that is substantially 
parallel to the plane de?ned by surface 11 of the countertop. 
Similarly, a slot 34, also having a Width Z is cut into the 
bottom edge 15 of substrate 18 of backsplash 14 such that the 
slot extends into substrate 18 in a direction that is substan 
tially parallel With the plane de?ned by surface 17 of the 
backsplash. When the backsplash 14 is attached to countertop 
12 as illustrated in FIG. 3, the plane of countertop 12 (de?ned 
by surface 11) is perpendicular to the plane of backsplash 14 
(de?ned by surface 17), and slot 34 is perpendicularly to slot 
32. The distance from the center of slot 32 to the surface 11 of 
laminate 16 on countertop 12 is distanceY. Slots 32 and 34 are 
preferably cut into the substrate 18 With a router, and it Will be 
appreciated from revieW of the illustrations that the router bit 
and router settings are the same for both the slot 32 in the 
countertop and the slot 34 in the backsplash. Because the 
Width ofslots 32 and 34 is the same as the Width ofbody 21 of 
clip 10 (i.e., Width Z), the overall Width of arm members 20 
and 26 measured at barbs 28 and 30, respectively, is Wider 
than slots 32 and 34. 

[0021] The distance from the center of slot 34 to the rear 
Ward face 40 of backsplash 14 is distance X. With respect to 
clip 10, the distance measured from the centerline through 
arm member 20 to the face 23 of arm member 22 that faces 
arm member 20 is distanceY. The distance measured from the 
centerline through arm member 26 to the rearWard-facing 
surface 25 of arm member 24 is distance X. 
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[0022] The rear edges of both the countertop and backs 
plash must also be prepared by removing some material. 
Thus, a section 36 of the rear edge 13 of countertop 12 is 
removed betWeen slot 32 and surface 11. Likewise, a section 
38 of the bottom edge 15 of backsplash 14 is removed 
betWeen slot 34 and the rearWard face 40 of the backsplash. 
The Width of both of the removed sections 36 and 38 is the 
same as the Width of the body 21 of clip 10, that is, Width Z. 
A router bit may be used to remove sections 36 and 38. 
Ideally, the router bit Will include a guide disk that rides in the 
slots 32 and 34 as the router is run along the rear edge 13 of 
countertop 12 and bottom edge 15 of backsplash 14. The 
router bit and router settings are the same for removal of both 
sections 36 and 38. 

[0023] With countertop 12 and backsplash 14 prepared as 
described above, the backsplash may be attached to the coun 
tertop. As best illustrated in FIG. 4, clip 10 is ?rst attached to 
countertop 12 by inserting arm member 20 into slot 32. 
Because the Width ofclip 10 at barbs 28 is Wider than slot 32, 
the clip must be hammered into the slot. As the arm member 
20 is driven into slot 32, the barbs 28 are driven into and 
engage the particle board of substrate 18, Which is someWhat 
malleable. The depth of slots 32 and 34 is preferably slightly 
greater than the length of arms 20 and 26, respectively. 
Because Width Y on countertop 12 is the same as Width Y 
betWeen arm member 22 of clip 10 and the inner-facing 
surface 23 of arm member 22, the inner-facing surface 23 of 
the clip slides over the top of surface 11 of laminate 16. The 
clip is hammered into slot 32 until the rearWard-facing sur 
face 25 of arm member 24 is ?ush With the back face 42 of 
substrate 18 of countertop 12. The barbs 28 securely fasten 
the clip 10 to the countertop and prevent inadvertent removal 
of the clip, and in this context the barbs function as means for 
retaining the clip in both the countertop and the backsplash, 
and for maintaining the connection betWeen the backsplash 
and the countertop. It Will be understood that there Will be 
several clips 10 installed along the length of the countertop, 
depending upon the length of the countertop and backsplash, 
the desired spacing betWeen clips, and other considerations. 
[0024] Backsplash 14 is next attached to countertop 12 by 
inserting the slot 34 in the backsplash over arm member 26. 
As detailed above With respect to arm member 20, because the 
Width of clip 10 at barbs 30 is Wider than slot 34, the backs 
plash must be forced onto the clip. This is preferably done 
With the palm of a hand or With a rubber mallet or similar tool 
that Will not damage the backsplash. Because Width X on 
backsplash 14 is the same as Width X measured betWeen arm 
member 26 of clip 10 and the rear-facing surface 25 of mem 
ber 24, the rearWard surface 40 of the backsplash is ?ush With 
rearWard-facing surface 25 of arm member 24. The barbs 30 
securely fasten the backsplash to the clip. 
[0025] If desired, caulking or sealant 27 may be applied to 
the loWer edge of the backsplash Where the backsplash abuts 
the countertop When assembled as described above. The seal 
ant essentially creates a gasket, sealing the joint betWeen the 
backsplash and the countertop. 
[0026] With backsplash 14 fully attached to clip 10 such 
that arm member 26 is fully inserted into slot 34, the bottom 
edge 15 of backsplash 14 is ?ush With the upper surface 11 of 
laminate 16 and the backsplash is at a right angle to the 
countertop. It Will be appreciated that multiple clips 10 are 
used to attach a section of backsplash to a countertopithe 
number of clips depending upon the length of the backsplash 
and the separation betWeen adjacent clips. Typically, adjacent 
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clips 10 Will be separated by about 10 inches, although this 
separation distance may vary Widely depending upon the 
circumstances. The attachment betWeen the backsplash and 
the countertop is very secure and no adhesives are required. 
Nonetheless, an optional layer of adhesive may be applied to 
the loWer surface of backsplash 18 Where the surface abuts 
surface 11 of the countertopiWhere a sealant 27 is used, the 
sealant itself acts as an adhesive. In addition, a bead of sealant 
such as a silicone material 29 may be applied at the joint 
betWeen the backsplash and the countertop to provide a 
Water-tight seal betWeen the tWo. The bead of silicone mate 
rial 29 may be used either With or Without a sealant 27. 

[0027] A countertop and backsplash that de?ne a comer 
section is shoWn in FIG. 5. Here it may be seen that four 
backsplash clips 10 are used to attach the backsplash 14 to the 
countertop 12, tWo clips per section of the backsplash, each 
installed in the manner detailed above. In addition, one clip 1 0 
has been used to join tWo sections of backsplash, identi?ed 
With reference numbers 44 and 46, Which meet at a right 
angle. It Will be appreciated that the vertical edges of the 
backsplash sections 44 and 46 Where the tWo sections meet 
must ?rst be prepared as described above With respect to the 
countertop and backsplash bottom edges, namely, With a 
groove and With removed material in order to accept the clip 
10. 

[0028] The backsplash clip 10 described above and illus 
trated in FIGS. 1 through 5 is the ?rst illustrated embodiment. 
In addition, there are numerous different design con?gura 
tions that are equivalent to the ?rst illustrated embodiment. 
One alternative con?guration is shoWn in FIG. 6, Which illus 
trates a backsplash clip 50 that is identical to backsplash clip 
10 except that in addition to barbs 28 and 30 on arm members 
20 and 26, respectively, arm member 20 includes barbs 52 on 
the opposite side of the arm member from barbs 28, and arm 
member 26 includes barbs 54 on the opposite side of the arm 
member from barbs 30. The additional barbs on clip 50 pro 
vide enhanced gripping of the clip With the countertop and 
backsplash. 
[0029] The con?guration of the barbs used on the arm 
members of the backsplash clips may likeWise be varied. One 
example of many different possibilities is shoWn in FIG. 7, 
Wherein the barbs 62 and 64 on arm member 26 and barbs 66 
and 68 on arm member 20 are relatively sharpened on their 
outermost ends compared to the barbs exempli?ed by barbs 
28 of clip 10. Again, the added barbs and the fact that these 
barbs are someWhat pointed enhances the ability of the clip to 
grip the countertop and remain engaged therein. It Will be 
appreciated that if clip 60 is made of plastic, the barbs 62, 64, 
66 and 68 may be someWhat resilient and deformable, Which 
further increases the ability of the clip to be retained in the 
slots in the countertop and backsplash. The barbs may take on 
many equivalent shapes, including for example multiple ser 
rations on one or both sides of the arm members. 

[0030] Yet another illustrated alternative embodiment of a 
backsplash clip 70 according to the present invention is 
shoWn in FIGS. 8 and 9. In this case, clip 70 is de?ned by a 
serpentine, generally U-shaped body 72 that has opposite arm 
members 74 and 76 that extend at right angles from a base 
member 78. Each arm member 74 and 76 includes barbs 80, 
Which in the illustration extend from both sides of the arm 
members, but Which could be used on only one side of the arm 
members as detailed above With respect to clip 10. When clip 
70 is used to attach the backsplash 14 to the countertop 12, the 
countertop 12 is prepared identically as described above, With 
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a slot 32 cut into the substrate 18 and a section 36 of material 
removed from the rear edge of the countertop betWeen the slot 
and the surface 11 of laminate 16. HoWever, as shoWn, back 
splash 14 is prepared someWhat differently. A slot 82 is thus 
cut into the rear edge 84 of substrate 18 such that slot 82 is 
parallel to slot 32 When the backsplash and countertop are 
aligned as shoWn in FIG. 8. A section of material 86 is 
removed from the rear face 84 of the substrate 18 betWeen the 
slot 82 and the loWer edge 88 of the backsplash 14. 
[0031] Clip 70 is used to attach backsplash 14 to countertop 
12 in much the same manner as detailed above With respect to 
the embodiment of FIGS. 1 through 5. Thus, the clip 70 is ?rst 
attached to countertop 12 by inserting arm member 74 into 
slot 32 and hammering the clip into the slot until the base 
member 78 abuts the rear of the countertop, in the region 
Where the section of material 36 has been removed. Next, the 
backsplash 14 is placed over the countertop 12 such that the 
backsplash is transverse to the plane of the countertop and slot 
82 aligns With arm member 76. The backsplash is next 
pounded onto the clip 70 until the clip is fully seated in the 
backsplash, as illustrated in FIG. 9. When the clip is fully 
seated as shoWn in FIG. 9, the laminate backsplash 14 is 
securely attached to the countertop 12. As noted above in the 
description of the embodiment of FIGS. 1 through 5, adhesive 
may optionally be used betWeen the backsplash and the coun 
tertop. 
[0032] Those of ordinary skill in the art Will readily appre 
ciate that certain modi?cations may be made to the invention 
described above With the result that the modi?ed invention is 
equivalent to that described and claimed herein. For example, 
in the backsplash clips described and illustrated, the barbed 
arms are set an approximately right angles to the base from 
Which they extend. Those angles may be modi?ed someWhat 
since the material from Which the clips are fabricated tend to 
be someWhat resilient and thus alloW some ?exibility. 
[0033] While the present invention has been described in 
terms of a preferred embodiment, it Will be appreciated by 
one of ordinary skill that the spirit and scope of the invention 
is not limited to those embodiments, but extend to the various 
modi?cations and equivalents as de?ned in the appended 
claims. 

I claim: 
1. Apparatus for attaching a backsplash to a countertop, 

comprising a body having a U-shape With a base member and 
?rst and second opposed arm members extending from the 
base member, and a third arm member extending from the 
second arm member, Wherein the ?rst and third arm members 
have opposite sides and including barbs on at least one of said 
opposite sides, and Wherein the ?rst arm member is con?g 
ured for attachment to the countertop and the third arm mem 
ber is con?gured for attachment to the backsplash. 

2. The apparatus according to claim 1 Wherein the coun 
tertop has an upper surface that de?nes a ?rst plane and 
includes a rear edge having a ?rst slot that is substantially 
parallel to the ?rst plane, and Wherein the ?rst arm engages 
said ?rst slot. 

3. The apparatus according to claim 2 Wherein the backs 
plash has a forWard surface that de?nes a second plane that is 
substantially transverse to the ?rst plane and a loWer edge 
having a second slot that is substantially parallel to the second 
plane, and Wherein the third arm engages said second slot. 

4. The apparatus according to claim 1 Wherein the ?rst and 
second arm members extend from the base member at about 
a 90 degree angle. 
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5. The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the third arm 
extends from the second arm at about a 90 degree angle. 

6. The apparatus according to claim 5 Wherein the third arm 
is substantially parallel to the base member. 

7. The apparatus according to claim 1 including barbs on 
both of the opposite sides of the ?rst and third arm members. 

8. The apparatus according to claim 3 Wherein the ?rst and 
third arm members de?ne a ?rst Width at the barbs and 
Wherein the Width of the ?rst and second slots is less than the 
?rst Width. 

9. The apparatus according to claim 3 Wherein When the 
backsplash is attached to the countertop the second arm mem 
ber rests on the upper surface of the countertop. 

10. Apparatus for attaching a backsplash to a countertop, 
comprising a clip member having a ?rst arm that engages a 
slot in the countertop and a second arm that engages a slot in 
the backsplash to secure the backsplash to the countertop. 

11. The apparatus according to claim 10 Wherein the clip 
member has a serpentine shape With a base member, and the 
?rst arm member extends from the base member at about a 90 
degree angle and the second arm member is substantially 
parallel to the base member. 

12. The apparatus according to claim 11 in Which the 
second arm member extends from an intermediate arm mem 
ber betWeen the base member and the second arm member. 

13. The apparatus according to claim 10 Wherein the clip 
member has a U-shape and the ?rst and second arm members 
extend from the base at about a 90 degree angle. 

14. The apparatus according to claim 10 Wherein each of 
the ?rst and second arm members have opposite sides, and 
including barbs on at least one of said opposite sides of each 
of said ?rst and second arm members. 

15. The apparatus according to claim 14 including barbs on 
both of said opposite sides of each of said ?rst and second arm 
members. 

16. The apparatus according to claim 11 Wherein the coun 
tertop de?nes an upper surface and the distance from the 
center of the slot to the upper surface de?nes a ?rst distance, 
and Wherein the distance from the center of the ?rst arm 
member to the second arm member is equal to the ?rst dis 
tance. 

17. A method for attaching a backsplash to a countertop, 
comprising the steps of: 
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(a) providing a clip having a U-shape With a base member 
and ?rst and second opposed arm members extending 
from the base member, and a third arm member extend 
ing from the second arm member; 

(b) forming a slot in a rear edge of the countertop; 
(c) forming a slot in a bottom edge of the backsplash; 
(d) attaching the backsplash to the countertop With the 

backsplash substantially perpendicular to the countertop 
by inserting the ?rst arm member in the slot in the rear 
edge of the countertop, and inserting the third arm mem 
ber in the slot in the bottom edge of the backsplash. 

18. The method according to claim 17 including the step of 
removing a portion of the rear edge of the countertop and a 
portion of the bottom edge of the backsplash prior to step (d). 

19. The method according to claim 17 in Which the clip as 
a Width and Wherein the step of removing a portion of the rear 
edge of the countertop and a portion of the bottom edge of the 
backsplash further comprises removing a section having a 
Width that is substantially the same as the Width of the clip. 

20. The method according to claim 17 including the step of 
retaining the arm members in the slots by providing barbs on 
said arm member. 

21. Apparatus for attaching a backsplash to a countertop, 
comprising a one-piece clip having a serpentine body includ 
ing a ?rst arm con?gured for connecting to the countertop and 
a second arm con?gured for connecting to the backsplash. 

22. The apparatus according to claim 21 Wherein said ?rst 
arm connects to said countertop in a slot formed therein, and 
said second arm connects to said backsplash in a slot formed 
therein. 

23. The apparatus according to claim 21 Wherein said ser 
pentine body is further de?ned by a U-shaped section having 
a base member and opposite arms extending from the base, 
Wherein the ?rst arm is de?ned by one of the arms extending 
from the base and the second arm extends from the opposite 
of said arms extending from said base. 

24. The apparatus according to claim 21 Wherein said ser 
pentine body is further de?ned by a U-shaped section having 
a base member, and said ?rst and second arms extend from 
said base member. 

25. The apparatus according to claim 21 including gripping 
means on said ?rst and second arms to retain said arms in said 
slots. 


