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(57) ABSTRACT 

One embodiment of the invention includes a method of pro 
viding device inputs. The method includes illuminating hand 
gestures performed via a bare hand of a user in a foreground 
of a background surface With at least one infrared (IR) light 
source. The method also includes generating a ?rst plurality 
of silhouette images associated With the bare hand based on 
an IR light contrast between the bare hand and the back 
ground surface and generating a second plurality of silhouette 
images associated With the bare hand based on an IR light 
contrast between the bare hand and the background surface. 
The method also includes determining a plurality of three 
dimensional features of the bare hand relative to the back 
ground surface based on a parallax separation of the bare hand 
in the ?rst plurality of silhouette images relative to the second 
plurality of silhouette images. The method also includes 
determining a provided input gesture based on the plurality of 
three-dimensional features of the bare hand and comparing 
the provided input gesture With a plurality of prede?ned ges 
ture inputs in a gesture library. The method further includes 
providing at least one device input corresponding to interac 
tion With displayed visual content based on the provided input 
gesture corresponding to one of the plurality of prede?ned 
gesture inputs. 
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PERFORM ILLUMINATE HAND GESTURES PERFORMED VIA A BARE HAND OF A 
USER IN A FOREGROUND OF A BACKGROUND SURFACE VIA AT LEAST ONE 

INFRARED LIGHT SOURCE 

I /- 404 
GENERATE A FIRST PLURALITY OF SILHOUETTE IMAGES ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE BARE HAND BASED ON AN IR LIGHT CONTRAST‘BETWEEN THE BARE 

HAND AND THE BACKGROUND SURFACE 

I [- 406 
GENERATE A SECOND PLURALITY OF SILHOUETTE IMAGES ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE BARE HAND BASED ON AN IR LIGHT CONTRAST BETWEEN THE 

BARE HAND AND THE BACKGROUND SURFACE 

I f- 408 
DETERMINE A PLURALITY OF THREE-DIMENSIONAL FEATURES OF THE BARE 
HAND RELATIVE TO THE BACKGROUND SURFACE BASED ON A PARALLAX 
SEPARATION OF THE BARE HAND IN THE FIRST PLURALITY OF IMAGES 

RELATIVE TO THE SECOND PLURALITY OF IMAGES 

I /-410 
DETERMINE A PROVIDED INPUT GESTURE BASED ON THE PLURALITY OF 

THREE-DIMENSIONAL FEATURES OF THE BARE HAND 

I /-412 
COMPARE THE PROVIDED INPUT GESTURE WITH A PLURALITY wOF 

PREDEFINED INPUTS IN A GESTURE LIBRARY 

I f- 414 
PROVIDE AT LEAST ONE DEVICE INPUT CORRESPONDING TO INTERACTION I 

WITH DISPLAYED VISUAL CONTENT BASED ON THE PROVIDED INPUT 
GESTURE CORRESPONDING TO ONE OF THE PLURALITY OF PREDEFINED 

GESTURE INPUTS 
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HAND-GESTURE RECOGNITION METHOD 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of US. 
patent application Ser. No. 11/485,788, ?led Jul. 13, 2006, 
and a continuation-in-part of US. patent application Ser. No. 
12/196,767, ?led Aug. 22, 2008. The subject matter of the 
aforementioned applications is incorporated herein by refer 
ence in its entirety. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to interface 
systems, and speci?cally to a hand-gesture recognition 
method. 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] As the range of activities accomplished With a com 
puter increases, neW and innovative Ways to provide an inter 
face With a computer are often developed to complement the 
changes in computer functionality and packaging. For 
example, touch sensitive screens can alloW a user to provide 
inputs to a computer Without a mouse and/or a keyboard, such 
that desk area is not needed to operate the computer. 
Examples of touch sensitive screens include pressure sensi 
tive membranes, beam break techniques With circumferential 
light sources and sensors, and acoustic ranging techniques. 
HoWever, these types of computer interfaces can only provide 
information to the computer regarding the touch event, itself, 
and thus can be limited in application. In addition, such types 
of interfaces can be limited in the number of touch events that 
can be handled over a given amount of time, and can be prone 
to interpret unintended contacts, such as from a shirt cuff or 
palm, as touch events. Furthermore, touch sensitive screens 
can be prohibitively expensive and impractical for very large 
display siZes, such as those used for presentations. 

SUMMARY 

[0004] One embodiment of the invention includes a method 
of providing device inputs. The method includes illuminating 
hand gestures performed via a bare hand of a user in a fore 
ground of a background surface With at least one infrared (IR) 
light source. The method also includes generating a ?rst plu 
rality of silhouette images associated With the bare hand 
based on an IR light contrast betWeen the bare hand and the 
background surface and generating a second plurality of sil 
houette images associated With the bare hand based on an IR 
light contrast betWeen the bare hand and the background 
surface. The method also includes determining a plurality of 
three-dimensional features of the bare hand relative to the 
background surface based on a parallax separation of the bare 
hand in the ?rst plurality of silhouette images relative to the 
second plurality of silhouette images. The method also 
includes determining a provided input gesture based on the 
plurality of three-dimensional features of the bare hand and 
comparing the provided input gesture With a plurality of 
prede?ned gesture inputs in a gesture library. The method 
further includes providing at least one device input corre 
sponding to interaction With displayed visual content based 
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on the provided input gesture corresponding to one of the 
plurality of prede?ned gesture inputs. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0005] FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a gesture recogni 
tion interface system in accordance With an aspect of the 
invention. 
[0006] FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a gesture recogni 
tion interface controller in accordance With an aspect of the 
invention. 
[0007] FIG. 3 illustrates another example of a gesture rec 
ognition interface system in accordance With an aspect of the 
invention. 
[0008] FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a gesture recogni 
tion simulation system in accordance With an aspect of the 
invention. 
[0009] FIG. 5 illustrates an example of hand gestures for 
use in a gesture recognition interface system in accordance 
With an aspect of the invention. 
[0010] FIG. 6 illustrates another example of hand gestures 
for use in a gesture recognition interface system in accor 
dance With an aspect of the invention. 
[0011] FIG. 7 illustrates yet another example of hand ges 
tures for use in a gesture recognition interface system in 
accordance With an aspect of the invention. 
[0012] FIG. 8 illustrates yet a further example of hand 
gestures for use in a gesture recognition interface system in 
accordance With an aspect of the invention. 
[0013] FIG. 9 illustrates an example of a method for pro 
viding device inputs in accordance With an aspect of the 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0014] The present invention relates generally to interface 
systems, and speci?cally to a hand-gesture recognition 
method. A user employs a one or more digits of his or her bare 
hand to provide simulated inputs to a computer or other 
electronic device. The bare hand can be a user’s hand that is 
unadorned by a special glove or sensors that alloW gesture 
recognition. It is to be understood that as described herein, a 
digit can include a ?nger or a thumb. It is also to be understood 
that the simulated inputs can be provided by simple gestures 
and/or compound gestures using one or tWo bare hands. For 
example, the user could provide gestures that include pre 
de?ned motion using the bare hand in a gesture recognition 
environment, such as de?ned by a foreground of a display 
screen that displays visual content. The simulated inputs 
could be, for example, any of a variety of inputs that provide 
interaction With portions of the visual content. 
[0015] Any of a variety of gesture recognition interface 
systems can be implemented to recogniZe the compound ges 
tures. As an example, one or more infrared (IR) light sources 
can illuminate a gesture recognition environment that is 
de?ned by the area of physical space in a foreground of a 
vertical or horizontal display surface. The IR light sources can 
illuminate the gesture recognition environment from above, 
or can be located beneath an IR-diffusive screen to illuminate 

a gesture recognition environment that is above the screen 
from beneath. A set of stereo cameras can each generate a 
plurality of images of the bare hand. The plurality of images 
can be, for example, based on a re?ected light contrast of the 
IR light re?ected back from the bare hand relative to substan 
tially non-re?ected light, based on a more highly re?ected 
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light from a retrore?ective background surface, or from the IR 
light being illuminated from beneath an IR diffusive screen. 
The plurality of images of the bare hand from each camera 
couldbe, for example, a plurality of matched sets of images of 
the bare hand, such that each image in the matched set of 
images corresponds to the bare hand from a different perspec 
tive at substantially the same time. A given matched set of 
images can be employed to determine a location of the bare 
hand and the plurality of matched sets of images can be 
employed to determine physical motion of the bare hand. 
[0016] A controller can be con?gured to receive the plural 
ity of images to determine three-dimensional location and 
feature information associated With the bare hand relative to 
the background surface. For example, the controller could 
apply an algorithm to determine features of the bare hand, 
such as extension, bending, and orientation of ?ngers in three 
dimensional space. The controller could then translate the 
simulated inputs into device inputs based on the three-dimen 
sional location and feature information. For example, the 
controller could interpret gesture inputs based on motion 
associated With the bare hand and translate the gesture inputs 
into inputs to a computer or other device. The controller could 
also compare the motion associated With the one or more 
endpoints of the ?ngers and/ or thumb of the bare hand With a 
plurality of prede?ned gestures stored in a gesture library, 
such that a match With a given prede?ned gesture could cor 
respond to a particular device input. 
[0017] FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a gesture recogni 
tion interface system 10 in accordance With an aspect of the 
invention. The gesture recognition interface system 10 
includes a ?rst camera 12, a second camera 14, a ?rst IR light 
source 16, and a second IR light source 18 mounted above a 
vertical display surface 20. As an example, the vertical dis 
play surface 20 can be a projection screen. The ?rst camera 12 
and the second camera 14 may each include an IR ?lter, such 
that the respective camera may only be able to receive IR 
light. The ?rst IR light source 16 and the second IR light 
source 18 each illuminate a gesture recognition environment 
22 that is de?ned as the three-dimensional physical space in 
the foreground of the vertical display surface 20 that is visible 
by the ?rst and second cameras 12 and 14. 

[0018] A user’s hand 24 can provide simulated inputs in the 
foreground of the vertical display surface 20. The ?rst camera 
12 and the second camera 14 each receive separate images of 
the user’s hand 24, Where each of the separate images 
received, respectively, by the ?rst camera 12 and the second 
camera 14 are a matched set (i.e., matched pair). As an 
example, each of the ?rst camera 12 and the second camera 14 
could rapidly take still photograph images at, for example, 
sixty times per second, such that each still photograph image 
taken by the ?rst camera 12 is matched to a still photograph 
image taken by the second camera 14 at substantially the 
same time. The user’s hand 24 can appear to be in a different 
location in each image of the matched set captured by each of 
the ?rst camera 12 and the second camera 14, respectively, 
due to parallax caused by the different mounted locations of 
each of the ?rst camera 12 and the second camera 14. In the 
example of FIG. 1, the ?rst and second cameras 12 and 14 can 
each be positioned as angled toWard the center of the vertical 
display surface 20, such as to provide for more accurate 
position determination of the user’s hand 24. 
[0019] In the example of FIG. 1, the images received by 
each of the ?rst and second cameras 12 and 14 can be based on 
IR light that is re?ected from the bare hand relative to sub 
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stantially non-re?ected light in the gesture recognition envi 
ronment 22. Speci?cally, an object is illuminated at a relative 
brightness intensity that is l/D2, Where D is the distance from 
the light source. Thus, an object that is tWice as far aWay as 
another appears four times dimmer. Accordingly, although 
some of the IR light emitted from the ?rst and second IR light 
sources 16 and 18 may be re?ected from the ?oor 28 beneath 
the vertical display surface 20, the intensity of the re?ected 
light may be signi?cantly less than that re?ected from the 
user’s hand 24. 

[0020] The ?rst camera 12 and the second camera 14 can 
each provide their respective separate images of the user’s 
hand 24 to a controller 26. The controller 26 could reside, for 
example, Within a computer (not shoWn) for Which the gesture 
recognition interface system 10 is designed to provide a ges 
ture recognition interface. It is to be understood, hoWever, that 
the hosting of a controller is not limited to a standalone 
computer, but could be included in embedded processors. The 
controller 26 can process the respective images associated 
With the user’s hand 24 to generate three-dimensional feature 
data associated With the user’s hand 24. 

[0021] For example, each of the ?rst camera 12 and the 
second camera 14 could each be mounted at predetermined 
angles relative to the ?oor 28 beneath the vertical display 
surface 20. For a given matched pair of images of the user’s 
hand 24, if the predetermined angles of each of the cameras 12 
and 14 are equal, then each point of the user’s hand 24 in 
tWo-dimensional space in a given image from the camera 12 
is equidistant from a corresponding point of the user’s hand 
24 in the respective matched image from the camera 14. As 
such, the controller 26 could determine the three-dimensional 
physical location of the user’s hand 24 based on a relative 
parallax separation of the matched set of images of the user’s 
hand 24 at a given time. In addition, using a computer algo 
rithm, the controller 26 could also determine the three-dimen 
sional physical location of features associated With portions 
of the user’s hand 24, such as ?ngers and ?ngertips. As an 
example, the controller 26 can be con?gured to determine and 
interpret the gestures that are provided in the gesture recog 
nition environment in any of a variety of Ways, such as those 
described in either of US. patent applications entitled “Ges 
ture Recognition Interface System”, Ser. No. 11/485,788, 
?led Jul. 13, 2006, and “Gesture Recognition Interface Sys 
tem With Vertical Display”, Ser. No. 12/1 33,836, ?led Jun. 5, 
2008, each assigned to the same assignee as the Present 
Application and incorporated herein by reference in its 
entirety. 
[0022] The gesture recognition interface system 10 can also 
include a projector 30. The projector 30 can provide visual 
content With Which the user can interact and provide inputs. In 
the example of FIG. 1, the projector 30 can project the visual 
content onto the vertical display surface 20. Because the IR 
light sources 16 and 18 do not illuminate visible light, the IR 
illumination may not interfere With the visual content pro 
jected from the projector 30. The user can thus employ the 
user’s hand 24 in the gesture recognition environment 22 to 
simulate inputs in an interactive manner With the visual con 
tent. 

[0023] As an example, the controller 26 can determine ges 
ture inputs that are performed by a user using the user’s hand 
24 and can translate the gesture inputs into any of a variety of 
device inputs. For example, the controller 26 could interpret 
pointing at the vertical display surface 20 by the user’s hand 
24, such as With an extended index ?nger or a ?at, open hand, 
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to establish a reference on the visual content that is displayed 
on the vertical display surface 20. As another example, 
selected data can be manipulated in response to the gesture 
inputs, such as selecting objects, moving objects, scrolling 
visual data, turning pages in a document, and any of a variety 
of other device inputs. Additional gesture inputs can be 
sequentially implemented using the user’s hand 24, or 
sequential device inputs can be implemented using the user’s 
other hand (not shoWn). Accordingly, a user of the gesture 
recognition interface system 10 could navigate through a 
number of computer menus, graphical user interface (GUI) 
icons, and/or execute programs associated With a computer 
merely by moving his or her bare hand through the air in the 
gesture recognition environment 22 and initiating gesture 
inputs Without touching a mouse, keyboard, or any other 
computer input device. 
[0024] In the example of FIG. 1, the controller 26 includes 
an image buffer 32 that is con?gured to store the sequentially 
obtained images from each of the ?rst and second cameras 12 
and 14. As an example, the image buffer 32 can be a memory 
that is con?gured as a queue, such that neW images that are 
obtained by the ?rst and second cameras 12 and 14 are pro 
vided to the image buffer 32 to overWrite the oldest images 
that are stored therein. The sequential images that are stored 
in the image buffer 32 can be used by the controller 26 to 
translate the gestures that are performed in the gesture recog 
nition environment 22 into the device inputs. For example, the 
controller 26 can be con?gured to analyZe the sequential 
images that are stored in the image buffer 32 to ascertain 
three-dimensional motion associated With features of the 
user’s hand 24. The controller 26 can thus compare the three 
dimensional motion With prede?ned gestures that are stored 
in a prede?ned gesture library 34 and provide the correspond 
ing device input in response to determining a match. Accord 
ingly, the controller 26 can determine the appropriate device 
inputs based on the performance of the corresponding ges 
tures. 

[0025] It is to be understood that the gesture recognition 
interface system 10 is not intended to be limited to the 
example of FIG. 1. As an example, the gesture inputs that are 
implemented in the gesture recognition interface system 10 
are not limited to three-dimensional gestures, but could incor 
porate tWo-dimensional gestures instead of or in addition to 
three-dimensional gestures. Furthermore, the gesture recog 
nition interface system 10 need not include a display surface, 
but that other types of displays, such as holographic and/or 
non-planar displays, can be implemented. Accordingly, the 
gesture recognition interface system 10 can be con?gured in 
any of a variety of Ways. 
[0026] FIG. 2 illustrates another example of a gesture rec 
ognition interface controller 50 in accordance With an aspect 
of the invention. The gesture recognition interface controller 
50 canbe a portion of the gesture recognition interface system 
10 in the example of FIG. 1. For example, the gesture recog 
nition interface controller 50 can be con?gured as the con 
troller 26 in the example of FIG. 1.As such, reference is to be 
made to the example of FIG. 1 in the folloWing discussion of 
the example of FIG. 2. 
[0027] The gesture recognition interface controller 50 
receives a plurality of images from each of the ?rst camera 12 
and the second camera 14. The ?rst and second cameras 12 
and 14 each receive a plurality of images of the user’s hand 24. 
The respective images of the user’s hand 24 could be silhou 
ette images that are based on a brightness contrast betWeen 
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the user’s hand 24 and a background surface. For example, the 
brightness contrast can be based on the user’s hand 24 being 
substantially bright based on re?ecting IR illumination in the 
foreground of a substantially dark background surface, such 
as the ?oor 28. HoWever, as described in greater detail beloW 
With regard to the examples of FIG. 3, the brightness contrast 
can also be based on the user’s hand 24 being substantially 
dark in the foreground of bright IR illumination that is 
re?ected from a horiZontal background surface, or in the 
foreground of bright IR illumination that is diffused through 
the background surface. 
[0028] The ?rst and second cameras 12 and 14 each input 
their respective images of a matched pair of images into a 
digitiZer 52. The digitiZer 52 produces digitiZed versions of 
the images of the user’s hand 24. The digitiZed images of the 
user’s hand 24 are input to an image comparator 54. The 
image comparator 54 compares each of the digitiZed images 
of the user’s hand 24 to a previously stored digitiZed image of 
the user’s hand 24 to generate a binariZed image of the user’s 
hand 24. As an example, although the vertical display surface 
20 emits the IR illumination in a substantially more uniform 
manner, there may still be illumination intensity gradients 
across the vertical display surface 20. Therefore, the compari 
son by the image comparator 54 alloWs for an improved 
quality of the digitiZed images despite variations in illumina 
tion intensity across the vertical display surface 20. As an 
example, the previously stored digitiZed image could have 
been captured during a calibration operation and/or from 
repeatedly storing the digitiZed image in memory buffers. 
[0029] As an example, a background model can be main 
tained for each of the cameras 12 and 14 Without the user’s 
hand 24 being present. The background model images can be 
used to decide at each pixel Whether the images of the user’s 
hand 24 correspond to a binary l or 0. For example, at each 
pixel location, if the image of the user’s hand 24 has a value 
that is approximately greater than the corresponding back 
ground model image times a threshold scaling value of 
betWeen 0 and l, the output value Will be a binary 1, thus 
denoting the presence of the user’s hand 24. In this manner, 
the scaling value can be selected to provide an optimal bal 
ance betWeen desirably detecting the user’s hand 24 While 
being substantially insensitive to residual variations in illu 
mination intensity from the top-surface of the vertical display 
surface 20. As a result, edges associated With the user’s hand 
24 can be detected in each of the images. 

[0030] The contrast enhanced binariZed silhouette images 
of the user’s hand 24 are then each input to an object detection 
algorithm device 56. The object detection algorithm device 
56 can be an integrated circuit (IC) or set of ICs Within the 
gesture recognition interface controller 50, or could be a 
softWare routine residing in the gesture recognition interface 
controller 50. The object detection algorithm device 56 can 
include any of a variety of detection algorithms for determin 
ing a tWo-dimensional location of the user’s hand 24 relative 
to the vertical display surface 20. As an example, the object 
detection algorithm device 56 can include a tWo-dimensional 
convolution ?lter, such as a Laplacian of Gaussian convolu 
tion ?lter, that applies a mathematical algorithm to each of the 
digitiZed images of the user’s hand 24 to determine the loca 
tion of one or more features of the user’s hand 24, such as 
?ngertips, in tWo-dimensional space, as described in Us. 
patent application Ser. No. 11/485,788. As another example, 
the object detection algorithm device 56 can generate a 
sequence of mid-points that are symmetrically disposed 
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between edges along elongated portions of the user’s hand 24 
to form a skeletal representation of the user’s hand 24, as 
described in Us. patent application Ser. No. 12/133,836. 
Accordingly, features associated With the user’s hand 24 that 
can be determinative of input gestures can be detected in each 
of the silhouette images of the user’s hand 24. 
[0031] The output data of the object detection algorithm 
device 56, such as a convolution ?ltered image or a skeletal 
representation image, is provided to a calibration data and 
location resolver 58. The calibration data and location 
resolver 58 determines a three-dimensional location of the 
features associated With the user’s hand 24 at a given time. As 
an example, the calibration data and location resolver 58 can 
be con?gured to determine a parallax separation betWeen 
end-points that are determined, for example, by a peak detec 
tor from convolution ?ltered images provided from each of 
the cameras 12 and 14. As another example, the calibration 
data and location resolver 58 can be con?gured to compare 
the relative tWo-dimensional locations of the corresponding 
points in each of the skeletal representation images of the 
user’s hand 24 and to interpolate a three-dimensional location 
of the points based on a parallax separation of the correspond 
ing points. Accordingly, the calibration data and location 
resolver 58 can determine the three-dimensional location of 
the one or more features associated With the user’s hand 24 
relative to the vertical display surface 20 for each matched 
pair of images provided by the cameras 12 and 14. 
[0032] The data output from the calibration data and loca 
tion resolver 58 is input to a gesture recognition device 60. 
The gesture recognition device 60 interprets the three-dimen 
sional feature data associated With the user’s hand 24 and 
translates changes in the location data into an input gesture. In 
the example of FIG. 2, the gesture recognition device 60 
includes an image buffer 62. The image buffer 62 can be 
con?gured to store sequential sets of the three-dimensional 
location data that each correspond to a matched pair of images 
provided from the ?rst and second cameras 12 and 14. There 
fore, the gesture recognition device 60 can thus be con?gured 
to analyZe patterns and/or changes associated With the 
sequential sets of the three-dimensional feature data to deter 
mine an input gesture provided by the user’s hand 24. 
[0033] The gesture recognition interface controller 50 also 
includes a gesture library 64 coupled to the gesture recogni 
tion device 60. The gesture library 64 could include a plurality 
of prede?ned gestures, With each of the prede?ned gestures 
corresponding to a particular device input. For example, the 
gesture library 64 could include a database of speci?c 
arrangements and combinations of ?ngertip positions and 
sequential motions that each correspond to a different com 
puter input. Examples of the prede?ned input gestures are 
described in greater detail beloW in the examples of FIGS. 
5-8. 

[0034] The gesture recognition device 60, upon analyZing 
the sequential sets of the three-dimensional feature data in the 
image buffer 62, could poll the gesture library 64 to determine 
if the gesture input matches a prede?ned gesture. Upon deter 
mining a match, the gesture recognition device 60 could 
translate the gesture input into the device input that corre 
sponds to the prede?ned gesture. The gesture library 64 could 
be pre-programmed With the appropriate prede?ned gesture 
inputs, or it could be dynamically programmable, such that 
neW gestures can be added, along With the corresponding 
device inputs. For example, a user could activate a “begin 
gesture sample” operation, perform the neW gesture, capture 
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the appropriate images of the neW gesture using the ?rst 
camera 12 and the second camera 14, and input the appropri 
ate device input for Which the neW gesture corresponds. 
[0035] It is to be understood that a given gesture recogni 
tion interface system is not intended to be limited by the 
example of FIG. 2. Other implementations are possible for 
providing inputs in accordance With an aspect of the inven 
tion. For example, one or more of the devices in the gesture 
recognition interface controller 50 could be integral With 
other devices, or could be separate from the gesture recogni 
tion interface controller 50. For example, the cameras 12 and 
14 could each input their respective images to a common 
digitiZer 52. Accordingly, the gesture recognition interface 
controller 50 can be con?gured in any of a variety of Ways. 
[0036] FIG. 3 illustrates another example of a gesture rec 
ognition interface system 100 in accordance With an aspect of 
the invention. The gesture recognition interface system 100 
can be another type example of a gesture recognition interface 
system in Which hand-gesture inputs can be determined and 
translated into device inputs, similar to as described above in 
the example of FIG. 1. 
[0037] The gesture recognition interface system 100 
includes a ?rst camera 102 and a second camera 104. Coupled 
to each of the ?rst camera 102 and the second camera 104, 
respectively, is a ?rst IR light source 106 and a second IR light 
source 108. The ?rst camera 102 and the second camera 104 
may each include an IR ?lter, such that the respective camera 
may pass IR light and substantially ?lter other light spec 
trums. The ?rst IR light source 106 and the second IR light 
source 108 each illuminate a horiZontal background surface 
110 Which can be retrore?ective. As such, IR light from the 
?rst IR light source 106 can be re?ected substantially directly 
back to the ?rst camera 102 and IR light from the second IR 
light source 108 can be re?ected substantially directly back to 
the second camera 104. Accordingly, an object that is placed 
above the background surface 110 may re?ect a signi?cantly 
lesser amount of IR light back to each of the ?rst camera 102 
and the second camera 104, respectively. Therefore, such an 
object can appear to each of the ?rst camera 102 and the 
second camera 104 as a silhouette image, such that it can 
appear as a substantially darker object in the foreground of a 
highly illuminated background surface 110. It is to be under 
stood that the background surface 110 may not be completely 
retrore?ective, but may include a Lambertian factor to facili 
tate vieWing by users at various angles relative to the back 
ground surface 110. 
[0038] A user’s bare hand 112 can provide simulated inputs 
over the background surface 110. In the example of FIG. 3, 
the ?rst camera 102 and the second camera 104 each receive 
separate silhouette images of the user’s hand 112, Where each 
of the separate silhouette images received, respectively, by 
the ?rst camera 102 and the second camera 104 are a matched 
pair, similar to as described above in the example of FIG. 1. 
The user’s hand 112 can appear to be in a different location 
relative to the retrore?ective screen in each silhouette image 
matched pair captured by each of the ?rst camera 102 and the 
second camera 104, respectively, due to parallax caused by 
the different mounted locations of each of the ?rst camera 102 
and the second camera 104. 

[0039] The ?rst camera 102 and the second camera 104 can 
each provide their respective separate silhouette images of the 
user’s hand 112 to a controller (not shoWn), similar to as 
described above in the example of FIG. 1. The controller can 
process the respective silhouette images associated With the 
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user’s hand 112 to generate three-dimensional feature data 
associated With the user’s hand 112. For example, each of the 
?rst camera 102 and the second camera 104 couldbe mounted 
at a predetermined angle relative to the background surface 
110. For a given matched pair of images of the user’s hand 
112, if the predetermined angle of each of the cameras 102 
and 104 is equal, then each point of the user’s hand 112 in 
tWo-dimensional space in a given image from the camera 102 
is equidistant from a corresponding point of the user’s hand 
1 12 in the respective matched image from the camera 104. As 
such, using a computer algorithm, the controller could deter 
mine the three-dimensional physical location of at least one 
feature associated With the user’s hand 112. 

[0040] The gesture recognition interface system 100 can 
also include a projector 114 con?gured to project image data. 
The projector 1 14 can provide an output interface, such as, for 
example, computer monitor data, for Which the user can inter 
act and provide inputs using the user’s hand 112. In the 
example of FIG. 3, the projector 114 can project the image 
data onto the background surface 110. Because the IR light 
sources 106 and 108 do not illuminate visible light, the IR 
illumination does not interfere With the image data projected 
from the projector 114. The user can thus employ the user’s 
hand 112 directly onto the image data to simulate inputs, such 
as, for example, mouse inputs. 
[0041] It is to be understood that the gesture recognition 
interface system 100 is not intended to be limited to the 
example of FIG. 3. As an example, instead of the IR light 
sources 106 and 108, the projector 114 can include an IR ?lter 
as one of the colors on an associated color Wheel, such as for 
a digital light projection (DLP) type projector. As another 
example, instead of the background surface 110 being ret 
rore?ective, the background surface 110 could instead be 
light diffusive, such that the IR light sources 106 and 108 are 
con?gured beneath the background surface 110. As a result, 
the ?rst and second cameras 102 and 104 detect the IR bright 
ness contrast as shadoWs of the user’s hand 112 relative to the 
IR diffuse background surface 110. Accordingly, the gesture 
recognition interface system 100 can be con?gured in any of 
a variety of Ways. 
[0042] FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a gesture recogni 
tion simulation system 150 in accordance With an aspect of 
the invention. The gesture recognition simulation system 150 
includes four cameras 152, each of Which includes a respec 
tive IR light source 154. The cameras 152 may each include 
an IR ?lter, such that each of the respective cameras 152 may 
only be able to receive IR light. The IR light sources 154 each 
illuminate a retrore?ective surface 156, such that IR light 
from the IR light sources 154 is re?ected substantially 
directly back to the respective one of the cameras 152. 

[0043] The gesture recognition simulation system 150 
includes a three-dimensional display system 158, demon 
strated in the example of FIG. 4 as a holograph projector. In 
the example of FIG. 4, the three-dimensional display system 
158 projects a holographic image of a simulated object 160. 
The three-dimensional display system 158 is demonstrated in 
the example of FIG. 4 as being mounted directly above the 
retrore?ective surface 156. Accordingly, a user can provide 
gesture inputs, such as described in the examples of FIGS. 5-8 
beloW, to interact directly With the holographic image of the 
simulated object 160. In addition, the holographic image of 
the simulated object 160 can include a plurality of functional 
components 162, demonstrated in the example of FIG. 4 as 
screWs attached to an end of the simulated object 160. 
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[0044] A user’s hand 164 can be used to provide hand 
gesture inputs over the retrore?ective surface 156. To provide 
the interaction betWeen the user’s hand 164 and the given 
functional component 162, an associated controller (not 
shoWn) can detect a three-dimensional physical location of 
one or more features of the user’s hand 164, such as described 

above in the example of FIG. 2. Upon determining a correla 
tion of the physical locations of the user’s hand 164 and a 
given functional component 1 62, the controller can determine 
a gesture motion associated With the user’s hand 164 to deter 
mine if it corresponds With a prede?ned action associated 
With the functional component. Upon determining that the 
input gesture corresponds With the prede?ned action, the 
simulation application controller can command the three 
dimensional display system 158 to output the appropriate 
simulated action. 

[0045] As an example, a user of the gesture recognition 
simulation system 150 could perform a reference sub-gesture 
With the user’s hand 164 to refer to one of the functional 
components 162, demonstrated in the example of FIG. 4 as a 
screW 166. For example, the controller can translate the ref 
erence sub-gesture into a reference that refers to the screW 
166, such as by changing its color as displayed by the three 
dimensional display system 158. The user could then perform 
an execution sub-gesture to execute a command associated 
With unscreWing the screW 166. Thus, as the user provides the 
appropriate execution sub-gesture, the controller commands 
the three-dimensional display system 158 to output the appro 
priate simulated action, Which in the example of FIG. 4, is the 
screW 166 being unscreWed and removed from the simulated 
object 160. 
[0046] The gesture recognition simulation system 150 is 
demonstrated as yet another example of the use of hand 
gesture inputs in providing device inputs to a computer. It is to 
be understood that the gesture recognition simulation system 
150 is not intended to be limited to the example of FIG. 4. As 
an example, the three-dimensional display system 158 can be 
con?gured in a variety of different Ways, such as a three 
dimensional display screen. As another example, the cameras 
152 and IR light sources 154 can be arranged in any of a 
variety of Ways and numbers for the controller to determine 
the hand-gesture inputs that are performed by the user. 
Accordingly, the gesture recognition simulation system 150 
can be con?gured in any of a variety of Ways. 

[0047] The examples of FIGS. 5-8 demonstrate examples 
of hand gestures that can be implemented by a user to provide 
hand-gesture inputs, and thus corresponding device inputs, in 
a gesture recognition interface system in accordance With an 
aspect of the invention. As an example, the hand gestures in 
the examples of FIGS. 5-8 can each be implemented in the 
gesture recognition interface systems 10 and 100 in the 
examples of FIGS. 1 and 3, or the gesture recognition simu 
lation system 150 in the example of FIG. 4. In the folloWing 
discussion of the examples of FIGS. 5-8, reference is to be 
made to the example of FIG. 1. As such, each of the hand 
gestures in the examples of FIGS. 5-8 includes the user’s hand 
24, demonstrated in the examples of FIGS. 5-8 as the right 
hand of the user. HoWever, it is to be understood that either of 
the user’s hands could be used to perform the single-hand 
gestures of the examples of FIGS. 5-8. Furthermore, some of 
the hand gestures in the examples of FIGS. 5-8 demonstrate a 
gesture performed With both the user’s hand 24 and the user’s 
other hand 25 (i.e., the left hand). 
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[0048] FIG. 5 illustrates an example of hand gestures 200 
for use in a gesture recognition interface system in accor 
dance With an aspect of the invention. The hand gestures 200 
include a gesture 202 in Which the user’s hand 24 is pointing 
With an extended ?nger, demonstrated in the example of FIG. 
5 as the extended index ?nger. As an example, the gesture 202 
couldbe implemented to point to a portion of displayed visual 
content that is displayed on the vertical display surface 20, or 
could be implemented to point to a portion of a background 
surface that does not display the visual content, but corre 
sponds to it in location. In response to the gesture 202, the 
controller 26 can be con?gured to provide a visual reference 
on the corresponding portion of the displayed visual content. 
As an example, the controller 26 could provide speci?c and/ 
or concise reference on the visual content, such as a mouse 

pointer or simulated laser pointer, in response to the gesture 
202. 

[0049] The hand gestures 200 also include gestures 204 and 
206 in Which the user’s hand 24 is demonstrated as a ?at, open 
hand. Speci?cally, the gesture 204 demonstrates the ?at, open 
hand With all ?ngers extended and joined together and the 
thumb retracted alongside the hand 24, and the gesture 206 
demonstrates the ?at, open hand With all ?ngers and the 
thumb extended and separated. As an example, each of the 
gestures 204 and 206 can also be implemented to point to 
portions of displayed visual content or portions of the back 
ground surface corresponding to the displayed visual content. 
Similar to the gesture 202, the controller 26 can be con?gured 
to provide a visual reference on the corresponding portion of 
the displayed visual content in response to the gestures 204 
and 206. As an example, the controller 26 could provide less 
speci?c reference on the visual content, such as to sWitch a 
focus betWeen tWo open WindoWs on the displayed visual 
content, or to display a translucent “spot-light” image on the 
displayed visual content, in response to either of the gestures 
204 and 206. 

[0050] The hand gestures 200 also include gestures 208, 
210, 212, and 214 that involve contact of the user’s hand 24 
With the background surface or display surface. Each of the 
gestures 208, 210, 212, and 214 demonstrate contact With the 
background surface or display surface With either a single 
digit While other, non-contacting digits are extended or With 
multiple digits. Speci?cally, the gesture 208 demonstrates 
contact With the extended index ?nger With the non-contact 
ing thumb also extended and the gesture 210 demonstrates 
contact With the index ?nger With the all other non-contacting 
?ngers and the thumb also extended. In addition, the gesture 
212 demonstrates contact With the extended thumb With all 
non-contacting ?ngers also extended and the gesture 214 
demonstrates contact With the extended index and middle 
?ngers With the rest of the ?ngers and thumb retracted. As an 
example, the controller 26 can provide a left mouse-click 
input in response to contact of a single extended ?nger With 
the background surface or display surface, such as resulting 
from contacting the visual content While maintaining the 
gesture 202. HoWever, the controller 26 can provide other 
interactive device inputs or other mouse-click inputs in 
response to one or more of the gestures 208, 210, 212, and 
214. For example, the gesture 208 can correspond to a right 
mouse-click input or selective erasing of visual data on a 
virtual dry-erase board. As another example, the gestures 210, 
212, and/or 214 can each have other associated device inputs 
corresponding to the portion of the visual content that is 
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contacted by the user’s hand 24, such as a middle mouse 
button click or assigning other distinct actions or meanings. 

[0051] The hand gestures 200 also include a gesture 216 in 
Which the user’s hand 24 is demonstrated as a ?at, open hand. 
In the example of FIG. 5, the user’s hand 24 is demonstrated 
With the ?ngers together, but could instead be implemented 
With the ?ngers spread. As an example, the gesture 216 can be 
implemented as an execution sub- gesture of a compound 
gesture, such as described in US. patent application Ser. No. 
12/196,767. For example, a portion of the visual content can 
be selected for interaction, such as by a preceding device 
input or a preceding gesture input. The gesture 216 can thus 
include motion in six-degrees of freedom While maintaining 
the ?at, open hand, such that the user’s hand 24 can be moved 
in the X, Y, and Z directions, as Well as rotated in the yaW, 
pitch, and roll axes. Therefore, the controller 26 can provide 
a device input for motion in six-degrees of freedom of the 
selected portion of the visual content corresponding to the 
motion of the ?at, open hand gesture. In addition, the user can 
also move the hand 24 upWard or doWnWard While maintain 
ing the ?at, open hand position of the hand 24, such as to 
change a placement, point-of-vieW, and/or elevation of a cam 
era over a three-dimensional terrain in the displayed visual 
content. 

[0052] The hand gestures 200 further include a gesture 218 
in Which the user’s hand 24 is demonstrated as having an 
extended index ?nger and an extended thumb. As an example, 
similar to the gesture 202, the extended index ?nger in the 
gesture 218 could point to a portion of displayed visual con 
tent or the background surface. The gesture 218 can also 
include the user moving the thumb in a further extending or 
further retracting position, such that the user changes the 
angle 6 betWeen the extended index ?nger and thumb. The 
changing of the angle 6 could correspond to a Zoom com 
mand, such that the controller 26 is con?gured to change a 
Zoom associated With the selected portion of the visual con 
tent. For example, the user could increase the angle 6 to 
Zoom-out to make the selected portion of the visual content 
smaller and could decrease the angle 6 to Zoom-in to make the 
selected portion of the visual content larger, or vice-versa. 

[0053] FIG. 6 illustrates another example of hand gestures 
250 for use in a gesture recognition interface system in accor 
dance With an aspect of the invention. The hand gestures 250 
include a gesture 252 in Which the user’s hand 24 alternates 
betWeen a ?rst gesture position 254 and a second gesture 
position 256. Speci?cally, the ?rst gesture position 254 is 
demonstrated as a ?at, open hand With all ?ngers extended 
and joined together and the thumb retracted alongside the 
hand 24. The second gesture position 256 is demonstrated as 
a closed-?st. The user can thus alternate from the ?rst gesture 
position 254 to the second gesture position 256 back to the 
?rst gesture position 254 at least once. In response, the con 
troller 26 can be con?gured to toggle betWeen a list of menu 
items on an application in the visual content for every alter 
nation betWeen the ?rst and second gesture positions 254 and 
256. For example, the controller 26 can be con?gured to 
toggle betWeen pen colors in a virtual dry-erase board appli 
cation. Therefore, the controller 26 can select a different color 
every time the user’s hand 24 is positioned in the second 
gesture position 256. It is to be understood that the gesture 
252 is not limited to the manner demonstrated in the example 
of FIG. 6, but that the ?rst and second gesture positions 254 
and 256 can be sWitched, such that the gesture 252 begins 
With the second gesture position 256. 
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[0054] The hand gestures 250 also include gestures 258 and 
260 in Which the user’s hand 24 begins positioned in the ?at, 
open hand With all ?ngers extended and joined together and 
the thumb retracted alongside the hand 24. While maintaining 
the user’s hand 24 in the ?at, open hand position, the user then 
rotates the Wrist approximately 180 degrees. The gesture 258 
could also include a slight lateral motion of the user’s hand 24 
during the rotation, such as to simulate a stationary hinge on 
one side of the user’s hand 24. In response to the gesture 258, 
the controller 26 can be con?gured to page-up or page-doWn 
in a selected document in the visual content, such that the 
gesture 258 intuitively simulates the turning of a page in a 
book. Therefore, the orientation of the palm of the user’s hand 
24, as Well as the direction of rotation, can be indicative of 
Whether the user is paging forWard or paging backward. The 
gesture 260 is demonstrated as substantially the same as the 
gesture 258, except that the gesture 260 also includes a for 
Ward motion of the user’s hand 24, such that the gesture 260 
can be an alternative to the gesture 258 or can result in a 
similar function. As an example, the gesture 260 can corre 
spond to the paging forWard or backWard by multiple pages 
instead of one page in the document. 

[0055] In addition, the gestures 258 and 260 can also 
include sub sequent gestures that can provide different device 
inputs via the controller 26. For example, upon implementing 
either of the gestures 258 or 260, the user’s hand 24 could be 
maintained in the ?at, open hand position and moved upWard 
or doWnWard to correspond to a sloW scrolling of the docu 
ment in the visual content. As another example, While sub 
stantially maintaining the ?at, open hand position of the 
user’s hand 24, the user can implement another gesture With 
the user’s hand 24 or With the opposing hand 25 (not shoWn in 
the gestures 258 and 260), to page-up or page-doWn in the 
document again. For example, upon implementing the ges 
ture 258 or 260, the user could ?ick the index ?nger, extend 
and retract the thumb, or perform a gesture With his or her 
other hand to repeat the page-up or page-doWn device input of 
the gesture 258 or the gesture 260. As yet a further example, 
the user could extend tWo or three ?ngers of the opposing 
hand 25 for a duration of time While substantially maintaining 
the ?at, open hand position of the user’s hand 24. As such, the 
controller 26 can be con?gured to initiate auto-turning of 
pages of the document While substantially maintaining the 
?at, open hand position of the user’s hand 24, such that an 
acceleration and deceleration of the auto-turning can be con 
trolled proportional to the duration of extension of the tWo or 
three ?ngers of the opposing hand 25. 
[0056] The hand gestures 250 also include a gesture 262 
that includes both of the user’s hands 24 and 25. In the gesture 
262, the user’s hands 24 and 25 are each positioned With the 
index ?nger extended and pointing to the background surface 
and/or visual content. The index ?ngers could be in contact 
With the background surface and/ or visual content or could be 
in free space in the foreground of the background surface 
and/ or visual content. The ends of the index ?ngers are dem 
onstrated at a distance “X” apart from each other at the begin 
ning of the gesture 262. The user could then move the hands 
24 and 25 laterally relative to each other to change the dis 
tance from “X” to “Y”. In the example of FIG. 6, the gesture 
262 demonstrates movement of the index ?ngers further 
apart, but it is to be understood that the movement could also 
be closer together. In response, the controller 26 can be con 
?gured to Zoom the visual content, such as a selected portion 
of the visual content or the entire visual content. As an 

Apr. 23, 2009 

example, the endpoints of the index ?ngers can correspond to 
reference points on the visual content, such that the move 
ment of the endpoints relative to each other likeWise propor 
tionally moves the reference points on the visual content 
relative to each other to Zoom the visual content by the pro 
portional amount (i.e., by a ratio of X/Y or Y/X). 
[0057] FIG. 7 illustrates yet another example of hand ges 
tures 300 for use in a gesture recognition interface system in 
accordance With an aspect of the invention. The hand gestures 
300 include gestures 302, 304, and 308 in Which the user’s 
hand 24 sWitches from a substantially ?at, open hand gesture 
to a closed hand gesture. Speci?cally, in the gesture 302, the 
user’s hand 24 sWitches from the ?at, open hand gesture to a 
closed-?st. In the gesture 304, the user’s hand 24 sWitches 
from the ?at, open hand gesture to a grip in Which the thumb 
is in contact With the distal ends of one or more ?ngers, 
demonstrated in the example of FIG. 7 as all of the ?ngers. In 
the gesture 306, the user’s hand 24 sWitches from the ?at, 
open hand gesture to a claW-like grip, in Which all of the 
?ngers and the thumb of the user’s hand 24 are bent at a 
knuckle that is not the most proximal to the hand 24 itself. 
Each of the gestures 302, 304, and 306 can correspond to 
“grasping” a portion of the visual content. As an example, the 
user’s hand 24 can touch the background surface and/ or visual 
content corresponding to the portion of the visual content to 
be grasped, such that the gestures 302, 304, and 306 corre 
spond to selection of the portion of visual content for further 
interaction. 

[0058] As an example, in the gesture 302, the user’s hand 24 
can be moved in the X, Y, and/ or Z direction While maintain 
ing the closed-?st. In response, the controller 26 can be con 
?gured to move the corresponding portion of the visual con 
tent in the corresponding X, Y, and/ or Z direction. As another 
example, in the gestures 304 and 306, the user’s hand 24 can 
be rotated based on a rotation at the Wrist While maintaining 
the thumb and ?nger contact of the gesture 304 or the claW 
like grip of the gesture 306. In response, the controller 26 can 
be con?gured to rotate the corresponding portion of the visual 
content in the direction of rotation of the user’s hand 24. In 
addition, in the gestures 302, 304, and 306, the user’s hand 24 
could be both moved and rotated, such that the controller 
could likeWise both move and rotate the corresponding por 
tion of the visual content. 

[0059] The hand gestures 300 also include a gesture 308 in 
Which the user’s hand 24 is positioned With both an extended 
index ?nger and an extended thumb and a gesture 310 in 
Which the user’s hand 24 is positioned With an extended index 
?nger, an extended middle ?nger, and an extended thumb. As 
an example, the gestures 308 and 310 could be implemented 
to point the extended index ?nger in the gesture 308 or both 
extended ?ngers in the gesture 310 to a portion of background 
surface and/or visual content. The user can then retract the 
thumb to initiate a tilt and/ or pan command of the correspond 
ing portion of the visual content to Which the extended ?nger 
or ?ngers point. Therefore, the portion of the visual content 
can be tilted and/or panned based on rotation of the Wrist 
and/or orientation of the index ?nger as long as the thumb 
remains retracted. Accordingly, the gestures 308 and 310 can 
be compound gestures, such as to include a reference sub 
gesture (i.e., the pointing of the ?nger(s) to refer to the portion 
of the visual content) and an execution sub-gesture (i.e., the 
retraction of the thumb to initiate the pan and/or tilt). 
[0060] The hand gestures 300 also include a gesture 312 in 
Which the user’s hand 24 is positioned With an extended index 
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?nger, an extended little ?nger, and an extended thumb. As an 
example, the extended ?ngers can refer to a portion of the 
visual content, such as a menu or document. The user can then 
retract the thumb to initiate a speed scrolling command of the 
corresponding portion of the visual content, such as similar to 
depressing the scroll Wheel of a mouse. The speed scrolling 
can be initiated in a speci?c direction (e. g., forward) Without 
additional motion of the user’s hand 24, or can be direction 
speci?c based on motion of the hand 24 upWard or doWnWard. 
As an example, the speed scrolling can continue until the user 
extends the thumb again. Therefore, similar to as described 
above With respect to the gesture 310, the gesture 312 can be 
a compound gesture. 
[0061] FIG. 8 illustrates yet a further example of hand 
gestures 350 for use in a gesture recognition interface system 
in accordance With an aspect of the invention. In the example 
of FIG. 8, the hand gestures 350 are all compound gestures 
that include both a reference sub-gesture and an execution 
sub-gesture. The hand gestures 350 include a gesture 352 in 
Which the user’s hand 24 is positioned such that an extended 
index ?nger can point to a portion of the visual content as a 
reference sub-gesture. The gesture 352 also includes an 
execution sub-gesture in Which the user’s hand 24 is moved 
forWard toWard the portion of the visual content. As an 
example, the portion of the visual content can be a menu tab 
or option list. Thus, in response to the motion of the hand 24 
toWard the portion of the visual content, the controller 26 can 
be con?gured to open (i.e., “pull doWn”) the menu or expand 
the option list, such as to reveal more options in the menu or 
option list. 
[0062] The hand gestures 350 include a gesture 354 in 
Which the user’s hand 24 is positioned such that an extended 
index ?nger can point to a portion of the visual content as a 
reference sub- gesture. The gesture 354 also demonstrates that 
the thumb is likeWise extended, although it could also be 
retracted. As an example, the portion of the visual content can 
be an Internet broWser WindoW. The gesture 354 also includes 
an execution sub-gesture in Which the index ?nger of the 
user’s hand 24 is “triggered”, such that it is rapidly bent at a 
distal knuckle and re-extended. In response to the triggering 
of the index ?nger, the controller 26 can be con?gured to 
return the Internet broWser to an immediately preceding 
Webpage, such as similar to clicking on a “Back” button of a 
given Internet broWser. The gesture 354 can also include other 
components, such as a triggering (e.g., rapid retraction and 
re-extension) of the thumb being equivalent to a “Forward” 
button, or any of a variety of other gesture options. 
[0063] The hand gestures 350 include gestures 356 and 
358. The gesture 356 is demonstrated With the user’s hand 24 
While the gesture 358 is demonstrated as incorporating both 
of the user’s hands 24 and 25. The gestures 356 and 358 each 
include a reference sub-gesture, demonstrated With the ges 
ture 356 as a pointing of the index ?nger toWard a portion of 
the visual content and demonstrated With the gesture 358 as 
the index ?nger of each of the user’s hands 24 and 25 longi 
tudinally joined together and pointing to a portion of the 
visual content. As an example, the user’s hands 24 and 25 can 
also be held together, such as palm-to-palm, and could 
include interlocking of the remaining ?ngers. 
[0064] The gestures 356 and 358 also each include an 
execution sub-gesture. The execution sub-gesture of the ges 
ture 356 is demonstrated as a sudden drop of the user’s hand 
24 in the doWnWard direction, folloWed by a slight upWard 
motion, all While maintaining the extension of the index ?n 

Apr. 23, 2009 

ger. The execution sub-gesture of the gesture 358 is demon 
strated as a rapid jabbing motion With both of the user’s hands 
24 While maintaining the joining and pointing of the index 
?ngers, such that the hands 24 and 25 are rapidly moved 
forWard then backWard. As an example, the execution sub 
gestures of each of the gestures 356 and 358 can correspond 
to selection of the portion of the visual content for further 
interaction. As another example, the execution sub -gesture of 
the gesture 356 can correspond to movement of an entity in a 
computer assisted draWing (CAD) application, such as in the 
direction of the reference sub-gesture, or can correspond to 
sending a selected video feed to another display to Which the 
index ?nger points. 
[0065] The hand gestures 200, 250, 300, and 350 are not 
intended to be limited to the examples of FIGS. 5-8. Speci? 
cally, the hand gestures 200, 250, 300, and 350 are merely 
examples of gestures that can be implemented in the gesture 
recognition interface system 10, and are not intended to be an 
exhaustive list. In addition, the hand gestures 200, 250, 300, 
and 350 are not intended to be limited to the described cor 
responding device inputs. Therefore, any of a variety of addi 
tional gestures, variations of the hand gestures 200, 250, 300, 
and 350, and corresponding device inputs can be imple 
mented in the gesture recognition interface system 10. 
[0066] In vieW of the foregoing structural and functional 
features described above, a methodology in accordance With 
various aspects of the present invention Will be better appre 
ciated With reference to FIG. 9. While, for purposes of sim 
plicity of explanation, the methodologies of FIG. 9 are shoWn 
and described as executing serially, it is to be understood and 
appreciated that the present invention is not limited by the 
illustrated order, as some aspects could, in accordance With 
the present invention, occur in different orders and/ or concur 
rently With other aspects from that shoWn and described 
herein. Moreover, not all illustrated features may be required 
to implement a methodology in accordance With an aspect of 
the present invention. 
[0067] FIG. 9 illustrates an example of a method 400 for 
providing device inputs in accordance With an aspect of the 
invention. At 402, hand gestures performed via a bare hand of 
a user in a foreground of a background surface are illuminated 
With at least one infrared (IR) light source. The bare hand 
could be the user’s hand unadomed With sensors or gloves 
suited especially for gesture recognition. The bare hand could 
include both hands of the user. The hand gestures could be any 
of a variety of gestures intended to provide a device input to 
a gesture recognition interface system. The background sur 
face can be a retrore?ective screen, the ?oor beneath a vertical 
display screen, or an IR diffusive screen. At 404, a ?rst plu 
rality of silhouette images associated With the bare hand are 
generated based on an IR light contrast betWeen the bare hand 
and the background surface. At 406, a second plurality of 
silhouette images associated With the bare hand are generated 
based on an IR light contrast betWeen the bare hand and the 
background surface. The silhouette images can be based on 
bright IR light that is re?ected or emitted from the back 
ground surface, or can be based on re?ected IR light from the 
hand in contrast to a dark background. The images can be 
obtained from at least one camera, such as tWo stereo cameras 
that obtain the ?rst and second pluralities of images, respec 
tively. The time-divided images could be obtained from a 
single camera, such that the ?rst and second silhouette images 
are based on alternating strobes of a ?rst and second IR light 
source. 
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[0068] At 408, a plurality of three-dimensional features of 
the bare hand are determined relative to the background sur 
face based on a parallax separation of the bare hand in the ?rst 
plurality of silhouette images relative to the second plurality 
of silhouette images. The ?rst and second pluralities of 
images can form matched sets of images that demonstrate the 
bare hand having a relative parallax separation that is deter 
minative of the three-dimensional features. The three-dimen 
sional features can include location, pitch and/ or orientation 
of the hand, ?ngers, and ?ngertips. At 410, a provided input 
gesture is determined based on the plurality of three-dimen 
sional features of the bare hand. The matched sets of images 
can be buffered, such that sequential images can be determi 
native of motion of the hand. 
[0069] At 412, the provided input gesture is compared With 
a plurality of prede?ned gesture inputs in a gesture library. 
The gesture library can be a memory having the prede?ned 
gestures. The prede?ned gestures can each correspond to a 
speci?c device input. The prede?ned gestures can correspond 
to any of the hand gestures 200, 250, 300, and 350 in the 
example of FIGS. 5-8. At 414, at least one device input 
corresponding to interaction With displayed visual content is 
provided based on the provided input gesture corresponding 
to one of the plurality of prede?ned gesture inputs. The device 
input can be a computer input that interacts With the visual 
content. The input gesture can be a compound gesture, such 
that a sub-gesture refers to a portion of the visual content and 
an execution sub-gesture performs a function on the refer 
enced portion of the visual content. 
[0070] What have been described above are examples of the 
present invention. It is, of course, not possible to describe 
every conceivable combination of components or methodolo 
gies for purposes of describing the present invention, but one 
of ordinary skill in the art Will recogniZe that many further 
combinations and permutations of the present invention are 
possible. Accordingly, the present invention is intended to 
embrace all such alterations, modi?cations and variations that 
fall Within the spirit and scope of the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of providing device inputs, the method com 

prising: 
illuminating hand gestures performed via a bare hand of a 

user in a foreground of a background surface With at 
least one infrared (IR) light source; 

generating a ?rst plurality of silhouette images associated 
With the bare hand based on an IR light contrast betWeen 
the bare hand and the background surface; 

generating a second plurality of silhouette images associ 
ated With the bare hand based on an IR light contrast 
betWeen the bare hand and the background surface; 

determining a plurality of three-dimensional features of the 
bare hand relative to the background surface based on a 
parallax separation of the bare hand in the ?rst plurality 
of silhouette images relative to the second plurality of 
silhouette images; 

determining a provided input gesture based on the plurality 
of three-dimensional features of the bare hand; 

comparing the provided input gesture With a plurality of 
prede?ned gesture inputs in a gesture library; and 

providing at least one device input corresponding to inter 
action With displayed visual content based on the pro 
vided input gesture corresponding to one of the plurality 
of prede?ned gesture inputs. 
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2. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 
is pointing at the background surface With at least one 
extended ?nger. 

3. The method of claim 2, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input comprises providing a visual reference on a 
portion of the displayed visual content. 

4. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 
is one of contacting a portion of the visual content With a ?rst 
digit While extending at least one additional digit from the 
bare hand and touching the background surface With at least 
tWo digits of the bare hand. 

5. The method of claim 4, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input comprises providing a simulated mouse 
button input associated With the contacted portion of the 
displayed visual content. 

6. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 
is positioned as a ?at, open hand With the ?ngers and thumb 
position in one of together and spread, and the bare hand is at 
least one of moving in six-degrees of freedom and moving 
one of upWards and doWnWards. 

7. The method of claim 6, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input comprises at least one of moving a selected 
portion of the displayed visual content in a corresponding 
six-degrees of freedom, and a changing a point-of-vieW of the 
displayed visual content in at least one of the corresponding 
six-degrees of freedom and one of upWards and doWnWards, 
respectively. 

8. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 
is pointing to a portion of the visual content With an extended 
index ?nger and is changing an angle betWeen an extended 
thumb and the extended index ?nger. 

9. The method of claim 8, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input comprises controlling Zoom associated With 
the portion of the visual content based on the changing of the 
angle betWeen the extended thumb and the extended index 
?nger. 

10. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 
is closing from a prede?ned hand position to a grip hand 
gesture comprising one of a closed-?st, contact betWeen a 
thumb and a distal end of at least one ?nger, and a bending of 
each ?nger and the thumb at a distal knuckle With respect to 
the hand. 

11. The method of claim 10, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 
is selecting a portion of the displayed visual content for fur 
ther interaction in response to additional hand gestures. 

12. The method of claim 11, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 
is maintaining the grip hand gesture and is one of rotating at 
the Wrist and moving in at least one of the X, Y, and Z 
direction. 

13. The method of claim 12, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input further comprises a respective one of rotat 
ing the selected portion of the visual content and moving the 
selected portion of the visual content in the at least one of the 
X, Y, and Z direction relative to a remaining portion of the 
visual content. 

14. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 
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is positioned in a ?at, open hand gesture and is rotating at the 
Wrist approximately 180 degrees. 

15. The method of claim 14, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture further comprises determining that the 
bare hand is moving forward concurrently With rotating the 
?at, open hand gesture. 

16. The method of claim 14, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input comprises providing one of a page-up input 
and a page-doWn input associated With a document. 

17. The method of claim 16, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture further comprises determining that the 
bare hand is maintaining the ?at, open hand gesture and 
moving one of upWards and doWnWards, and Wherein provid 
ing the at least one device input further comprises scrolling a 
page of the document upWards and doWnWards based on the 
movement of the bare hand. 

18. The method of claim 16, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture further comprises: 

determining that the bare hand is maintaining the ?at, open 
hand gesture; and 

determining at least one additional gesture input from one 
of the bare hand and the other bare hand of the user; 

Wherein providing the at least one device input further 
comprises one of repeating the one of the page-up and 
the page-doWn input associated With the document in 
response to the at least one additional gesture input and 
auto-tuming the page at one of an acceleration and 
deceleration that is based on a duration at Which the at 
least one additional gesture input is maintained. 

19. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises: 

determining that each bare hand of the user is extending an 
index ?nger to point to tWo respective portions of the 
displayed visual content; and 

determining that each of the bare hands are maintaining the 
extension of the index ?nger and are moving one of 
closer and further With respect to each other. 

20. The method of claim 19, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input comprises one of Zooming in and Zooming 
out the displayed visual content in response to the bare hands 
moving closer and further, respectively. 

21. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 
is alternating betWeen a ?at, open hand and a closed-?st at 
least once. 

22. The method of claim 21, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input comprises toggling betWeen a list of menu 
items on an application in the displayed visual content. 

23. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 
is positioned in a ?rst gesture comprising an extended thumb, 
an extended index ?nger, and an extended little ?nger and is 
moved one of upWard and doWnWard. 

24. The method of claim 23, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input comprises scrolling selected visual data one 
of upWard and doWnWard at a ?rst speed in response to the 
movement of the bare hand the one of upWard and doWnWard, 
respectively. 

25. The method of claim 24, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 
sWitches from the ?rst gesture to a second gesture comprising 
a retracted thumb, the extended index ?nger, and the extended 
little ?nger and is moved one of upWard and doWnWard. 
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26. The method of claim 25, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input comprises scrolling selected visual data one 
of upWard and doWnWard at a second speed in response to the 
movement of the bare hand the one of upWard and doWnWard, 
respectively, the second speed being faster than the ?rst 
speed. 

27. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 
sWitches from a ?rst gesture comprising an extended thumb, 
an extended index ?nger, and an extended middle ?nger to a 
second gesture comprising a retracted thumb, an extended 
index ?nger, and an extended middle ?nger and is moved one 
of up, doWn, left, and right While maintaining the second 
gesture. 

28. The method of claim 27, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input comprises: 

tilting a vieW one of up and doWn in response to the move 
ment of the maintained second gesture up and doWn, 
respectively; and 

panning the vieW one of left and right in response to the 
movement of the maintained second gesture left and 
right, respectively. 

29. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 
is pointing to a portion of the displayed visual content With an 
extended index ?nger and is moving toWard the portion of the 
visual content. 

30. The method of claim 29, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input comprises one of opening a menu list and 
expanding menu options associated With a menu of the por 
tion of the displayed visual content. 

31. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 
begins in a ?rst gesture comprising an extended index ?nger 
that points to a portion of the displayed visual content, ini 
tiates a trigger motion With the extended index ?nger, and 
resumes the ?rst gesture. 

32. The method of claim 32, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input comprises returning to an immediately pre 
ceding Web-page in a selected lntemet broWser associated 
With the portion of the displayed visual content. 

33. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand, 
While maintaining an extended index ?nger that points to a 
portion of the displayed visual content, rapidly moves the 
bare hand in a doWnWard direction, then rapidly moves the 
bare hand back upWard. 

34. The method of claim 32, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input comprises providing a simulated mouse 
button input associated With the portion of the displayed 
visual content. 

35. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare 
hands of the user, While maintaining a gesture that comprises 
extended index ?ngers being in longitudinal contact With 
each other and both pointing at a portion of the displayed 
visual content, rapidly move in a forWard direction, then 
rapidly move in a backward direction. 

36. The method of claim 35, Wherein providing the at least 
one device input comprises providing a simulated mouse 
button input associated With the portion of the displayed 
visual content. 

37. The method of claim 1, Wherein determining the pro 
vided input gesture comprises determining that the bare hand 




