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A method for delivering electronic services in a personal area 
network (PAN) can include providing a kiosk in a publicly 
traversable area. The kiosk can be con?gured to deliver elec 
tronic services over short-range radio communications links 
to Wireless devices in a personal area netWork (PAN). The 
kiosk also can be con?gured to communicate over an existing 
physical communications link medium. A PAN can be estab 
lished in the publicly traversable area. Electronic services can 
be selectably retrieved through the existing physical commu 
nications link medium into the kiosk. Finally, the retrieved 
selected electronic services can be delivered to Wireless 
devices in the PAN over the short-range radio communica 
tions link. Notably, the step of establishing a PAN in the 
publicly traversable area can include establishing a BLUE 
TOOTH-based PAN With Wireless devices in the publicly 
traversable area. In addition, the step of providing a kiosk ?rst 
can include retro?tting an existing kiosk both With a short 
range radio frequency communications system, and With a 
host computing device for selectively retrieving electronic 
services over the existing physical communications link 
medium, and for delivering selected electronic services to the 
Wireless devices in the PAN. Second, the retro?tted kiosk can 

Mar. 9, 2001. be activated in the publicly traversable area. 
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PROVIDING KIOSK SERVICE OFFERINGS 
IN A PERSONAL AREA NETWORK 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation of, and accord 
ingly claims the bene?t of, US. patent application Ser. No. 
09/ 803,256, ?led With the US. Patent and Trademark O?ice 
on Mar. 9, 2001, now US. Pat. No. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Technical Field 
[0003] This invention relates to the ?eld of personal area 
networking and more particularly to a system and method for 
providing kiosk service offerings in a personal area netWork. 
[0004] 2. Description of the Related Art 
[0005] In recent times, the Internet has experienced phe 
nomenal groWth With more and more people accessing data 
and applications on the Internet through personal computers, 
and more recently, netWork computers. Historically, comput 
ing applications have been distributed as shrink-Wrapped cli 
ent applications. More recently, hoWever, businesses have 
invested in Internet-distributed, Web-based applications, for 
instance Web-based customer relationship management 
(CRM) applications.An application service provider (ASP) is 
an entity that offers individuals and companies access to 
applications and related services over the Internet that Would 
otherwise have to be located in their oWn personal or enter 
prise computers. Sometimes referred to as “apps-on-tap,” 
ASP services are an important alternative, not only for 
smaller companies With loW budgets for information technol 
ogy, but also for larger companies as a form of outsourcing. 
[0006] While ASPs can provide applications and services 
to enterprises and individuals on a pay-per-use or subscrip 
tion basis, larger entities provide their oWn internal ASP 
service moving applications off personal computers and 
installing the applications on an application server designed 
to communicate With thin-client Workstations. By employing 
an ASP architecture, enterprises can reassert central control 
over application cost and usage similar to the central control 
experience by enterprises prior to the advent of the personal 
computer during the era of the mainframe computer. 
[0007] To date, the ASP architecture has not been employed 
as Widely in the Wireless arena as it has in the Wire-line arena. 
Speci?cally, Whereas client access to distributable applica 
tions is groWing among traditional Wire-line netWorked cli 
ents, client access has been limited for Wireless devices, such 
as handheld computers. Recently, pervasive computing has 
suggested the distribution of data to Wireless devices using 
conventional infrared communications technology. In terms 
of Wire-bound, cable replacement, the infrared standard pro 
mulgated by the Infrared Data Association (IRDA) is Well 
knoWn and Widespread. Though the IRDA promulgated stan 
dard is a fast Wireless technology, the IRDA promulgated 
standard is limited to point-to-point connections and above 
all, infrared communications require a clear line-of-sight 
betWeen an infrared receiver and an infrared transmitter. 
Additionally, infrared communication technologies have 
experienced problems With incompatible standard imple 
mentations. 
[0008] Recently, Wireless phone service providers also 
have begun to provide Wireless access to Internet distributed 
data through cellular communications links. Still, long-range 
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radio communication technologies like cellular communica 
tions links can be expensive and poWer-consuming. More 
over, cellular transmitters and receivers require device hous 
ing space Which can dramatically add to the overall siZe of a 
Wireless device. Finally, long-range radio communications 
links can be limited in bandWidth. Hence, cellular technolo 
gies are not suitable for the distribution of applications from 
an ASP to pervasive computing devices such as handheld 
computers. 
[0009] A neW type of Wireless connection has been intro 
duced into the Wireless market. Emerging standards for per 
sonal area netWorks (PANs), for instance the BLUE 
TOOTHTM standard, enjoys a communications pro?le Which 
is substantially different than the communications pro?le 
associated With cellular netWorks and infrared technologies. 
In particular, unlike cellular netWorks, PANs operate over a 
very limited local range. As an example, BLUETOOTH oper 
ates in “piconets” having a normal range of ten (10) meters 
and a maximum range of approximately one-hundred (100) 
meters. Accordingly, short-range radio communication links 
lack the de?ciencies of both infrared and cellular technolo 
gies Which have limited the distribution of electronic services 
such as applications and data over Wireless communications 
links. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[001 0] The present invention provides a system and method 
for providing electronic services such as applications and 
data to Wireless devices in a personal area netWork (PAN) via 
a kiosk. The invention incorporates service discovery proto 
cols and short-range radio communications to alloW Wireless 
devices entering the PAN to identify the kiosk and request 
therefrom selected electronic services. In consequence, elec 
tronic services can be delivered to a Wide variety of Wireless 
devices Without consuming substantial system resources and 
netWork bandWidth. Additionally, heretofore single-purpose 
existing kiosks, such as payphones, ticket counters and gaso 
line station islands, can be extended to offer neW electronic 
services thereby adding value to these existing kiosks. 
[0011] A method for providing kiosk service offerings can 
include several steps. FIrst, a kiosk can be con?gured to 
provide electronic services over short-range radio communi 
cations links to Wireless devices in a personal area netWork 
(PAN). In particular, in one aspect of the present invention, 
the con?guring step can include retro?tting an existing kiosk 
both With a short-range radio frequency communications sys 
tem, and With a ho st computing device for selectively retriev 
ing electronic services over the existing physical communi 
cations link medium, and for delivering selected electronic 
services to the Wireless devices in the PAN. The kiosk also can 
be con?gured to communicate over an existing physical com 
munications link medium. For instance, the existing physical 
communications link medium can be one of a telephone net 
Work communications link and a data communications link. 
Second, a short-range radio communications link can be 
established With a Wireless device in the PAN. In one aspect of 
the invention, the short-range radio communications link can 
be a BLUETOOTH-based communications link. Third, 
selected electronic services can be retrieved over the existing 
physical communications link medium. Finally, the retrieved 
selected electronic services can be delivered to the Wireless 
device in the PAN over the short-range radio communications 
link. 
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[0012] The step of retrieving speci?ed electronic services 
over the existing communications netWork can include 
retrieving electronic messages from an electronic mail server 
communicatively linked to the kiosk over the existing physi 
cal communications link medium. In consequence, the step of 
delivering the retrieved speci?ed electronic services to the 
Wireless device in the PAN over the short-range radio com 
munications link can include delivering the retrieved elec 
tronic mail to an electronic mail client in the Wireless device. 
By comparison, the step of retrieving speci?ed electronic 
services over the existing physical communications link 
medium can include retrieving an application from an appli 
cation service provider (ASP) communicatively linked to the 
kiosk over the existing physical communications link 
medium. Accordingly, the step of delivering the retrieved 
speci?ed electronic services to the Wireless device in the PAN 
over the short-range radio communications link can include 
delivering the retrieved application for execution in the Wire 
less device. 

[0013] Importantly, the method of the invention can addi 
tionally include the steps of determining if the speci?ed elec 
tronic services Wholly reside in the kiosk; and, if it is deter 
mined that the speci?ed electronic services Wholly reside in 
the kiosk, delivering the speci?ed electronic services to the 
Wireless device in the PAN Without retrieving the speci?ed 
electronic services over the existing physical communica 
tions link medium. Also, it can be determined if components 
of the speci?ed electronic services reside in the kiosk. Sub 
sequently, the components determined to reside in the kiosk 
can be delivered to the Wireless device While components not 
residing in the kiosk can be retrieved from over the existing 
physical communications link medium. Advantageously, the 
step of delivering the retrieved speci?ed electronic services to 
the Wireless device in the PAN over the short-range radio 
communications link can include delivering retrieved com 
ponents of the speci?ed electronic services to the Wireless 
device While retrieving remaining components of the speci 
?ed electronic services. 

[0014] A kiosk for distributing electronic services to Wire 
less devices in a PAN can include a kiosk con?gured to 
communicate With a communications netWork over an exist 

ing physical communications link medium; a netWork com 
munications client for communicating With servers in the 
communications netWork; a short-range radio communica 
tions system for communicating With Wireless devices in the 
PAN; and, a list of electronic services Which can be distrib 
uted to Wireless devices in the PAN, the electronics services in 
the list residing locally in the kiosk and remotely in the 
servers in the communications netWork. Notably, the short 
range radio communications system can include a short 
range radio communications system con?gured in accor 
dance With BLUETOOTH speci?cations. In addition, the 
kiosk can be a public telephone, a gasoline station island, an 
airline check-in desk, a ticketing booth, a retail check-out 
counter, a toll booth, or an automatic teller machine. The 
physical communications link medium can be a telephone 
netWork communications link or a data communications link. 
Moreover, the server can be an application server. Finally, the 
communications netWork can be an Internet. 

[0015] A method for delivering electronic services in a 
personal area netWork (PAN) can include providing a kiosk in 
a publicly traversable area. The kiosk can be con?gured to 
deliver electronic services over short-range radio communi 
cations links to Wireless devices in a personal area netWork 
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(PAN). The kiosk also can be con?gured to communicate 
over an existing physical communications link medium. A 
PAN can be established in the publicly traversable area. Elec 
tronic services can be selectably retrieved through the exist 
ing physical communications link medium into the kiosk. 
Finally, the retrieved selected electronic services can be deliv 
ered to Wireless devices in the PAN over the short-range radio 
communications link. Notably, the step of establishing a PAN 
in the publicly traversable area can include establishing a 
BLUETOOTH-based PAN With Wireless devices in the pub 
licly traversable area. In addition, the step of providing a 
kiosk ?rst can include retro?tting an existing kiosk both With 
a short-range radio frequency communications system, and 
With a host computing device for selectively retrieving elec 
tronic services over the existing physical communications 
link medium, and for delivering selected electronic services 
to the Wireless devices in the PAN. Second, the retro?tted 
kiosk can be activated in the publicly traversable area. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] There are presently shoWn in the draWings embodi 
ments Which are presently preferred, it being understood, 
hoWever, that the invention is not limited to the precise 
arrangements and instrumentalities shoWn. 
[0017] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating an exem 
plary system for providing kiosk service offerings in a PAN. 
[0018] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating a device 
enabled for short-range radio communications in the PAN of 
FIG. 1. 
[0019] FIG. 3 is an architecture suitable for use in the 
device of FIG. 2. 
[0020] FIG. 4 is a How chart illustrating a process for 
receiving distributed electronic services in a PAN via a PAN 
con?gured kiosk. 
[0021] FIG. 5 is a How chart illustrating a process for dis 
tributing electronic services from an application service pro 
vider in a communications netWork to a Wireless device in a 
PAN via a PAN-con?gured kiosk. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0022] The present invention is a system and method for 
providing kiosk service offerings in a personal area netWork 
(PAN). More speci?cally, a kiosk, for example a public tele 
phone, a gasoline station island, an airline check-in desk, a 
ticketing booth, a retail check-out counter, a toll booth, or an 
automatic teller machine, can be con?gured With a short 
range radio communications system for transmitting and 
receiving data Wirelessly in a PAN. Notably, the kiosk can be 
communicatively linked to an existing communications net 
Work. The kiosk can establish short-range radio communica 
tions links With Wireless devices Which enter the PAN. Once 
a short-range radio communications link has been established 
With the Wireless device, the kiosk can retrieve over the exist 
ing communications netWork selected electronic services 
such as applications and data. The kiosk, in turn, can transmit 
the retrieved selected electronic services to the Wireless 
device in the PAN over the short-range radio communications 
link. 
[0023] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating an exem 
plary system for providing kiosk service offerings in a PAN. 
As shoWn in FIG. 1, the system can include both a PAN 130 
and an existing communications netWork 110, for example 
the Internet. The existing communications netWork 110 can 
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include a plurality of servers 120 which can distribute elec 
tronic services such as data and applications to requesting 
clients. The electronic services can be stored in network stor 
age 125. Notably, while FIG. 1 depicts network storage 125 as 
an entity positioned closely to the servers 120, the invention is 
not limited in this regard and the network storage 125 can be 
positioned elsewhere in the communications network from 
where the network storage 125 can be remotely accessed by 
the servers 120. Importantly, the servers 120 can be applica 
tion servers or data servers. 

[0024] In accordance with the inventive arrangements, a 
kiosk 100 can be communicatively linked to the communica 
tions network 110. In particular, the kiosk 100 can be linked 
through wireline means, for example a T-l or DSL commu 
nications link, or wirelessly through cellular or other radio 
frequency (RF) means. In accordance with the inventive 
arrangements, the kiosk 100 can be any self-contained struc 
ture, such as a public telephone, a gasoline station island, an 
airline check-in desk, a ticketing booth, a retail check-out 
counter, a toll booth, or an automatic teller machine. Advan 
tageously, typical kiosks include access to communications 
networks such as a public switched telephone network 
(PSTN) via communications links through which the com 
munications network 110 can be accessed. 

[0025] The kiosk 100 can be con?gured with short a range 
radio frequency system with which the kiosk 100 can partici 
pate in the PAN 130. By participate, it is meant that the kiosk 
100 can detect PAN-enabled devices 140 geographically 
proximate to the kiosk 100 with which the kiosk 100 can 
establish a communications connection over which the kiosk 
100 can transmit and receive data. Typically, the geographic 
proximity between two communicating devices in the PAN 
130 does not exceed 100 meters, although the invention is not 
limited to the precise communications characteristics of the 
short-range radio frequency communications system used to 
establish the PAN 130. Rather, the present invention contem 
plates the characteristics of any suitable short-range radio 
frequency communications system with which the PAN 130 
can be established. 

[0026] The kiosk 100 can be PAN-enabled by including 
with the kiosk 100 a host device con?gured for short-range 
radio communications in the PAN 130. FIG. 2 is a schematic 
diagram illustrating a host device 200 con?gured for short 
range radio communications in the PAN 130 of FIG. 1. The 
host device 200 can include a central processing unit (CPU) 
205, memory 210A, 210B, a display interface 215A and 
corresponding display 215B, an input/output (I/O) interface 
230 and input device 240. As shown in the ?gure, in one 
aspect of the present invention memory 210A can be volatile, 
random access memory (RAM). Similarly, memory 210B can 
be non-volatile, read-only memory. The display controller 
215A can be any controller suitable for presenting data visu 
ally through the display 215B. The display 215B can be any 
conventional display such as an LCD, monitor, etc. The I/O 
interface 230 can be any suitable interface for receiving or 
transmitting data to and from the host device 200. Examples 
of I/O interfaces can include a serial interface, universal serial 
bus (USB) port, infrared port, ?re-wire port, etc. Finally, the 
input device 240 can be any suitable device for providing user 
input for the device 200. Examples of input devices can 
include a keyboard, microphone, pointing device, touch 
screen, etc. 

[0027] Each ofthe CPU 205, memory 210A, 210B, display 
interface 215A and corresponding display 215B, I/O inter 
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face 230 and input device 240 can be arranged conventionally 
as is the case with conventional computers. In particular, each 
of the CPU 205, memory 210A, 210B, display interface 215A 
and corresponding display 215B, I/O interface 230 and input 
device 240 can be communicatively linked through bus 220. 
Notwithstanding, the invention is not limited either in regard 
to the particular conventional computing components which 
comprise the ho st device 200, or the particular arrangement of 
the conventional computing components. Rather, as will be 
apparent to one skilled in the art, the host device 200 con?gu 
ration is limited only inasmuch as the host device 200 must 
include a short range radio communications system 250. 

[0028] The short range radio communications system 250 
can include an analog short range radio 280 and a digital host 
controller 255, 270. The host controller 255, 270 can include 
a host interface (HI) 255 and a link manager (LM) 270. The 
LM 270 can include a digital signal processor referred to as a 
link controller (LC) 275 and a CPU core 265. The HI 255 can 
also include the CPU core 265 and an external interface 260 
to the bus 220 ofthe host device 200. The LC 275 consists of 
circuitry and ?rmware which can perform baseband process 
ing and physical layer protocols such as ARQ protocol and 
FEC coding. The function of the LC 275 includes asynchro 
nous data transfers, synchronous data transfers, and option 
ally, audio coding and encryption. The CPU core 265 can be 
programmed to handle inquiries and ?lterpage requests with 
out involving the host device 200. Speci?cally, the host con 
troller 255, 270 can be programmed to answer certain page 
messages and authenticate remote links. The LM 270 
executes on the CPU core 265. The LM discovers other LMs 
and communicates with them via a link manager protocol 
(LMP) to perform its service provider role and to use the 
services of the underlying LC. 
[0029] A short range radio communications system in one 
aspect of the present invention can be implemented using 
standard BluetoothTM wireless technology as described in 
Riku Mettala, Bluetooth Protocol Architecture Version 1.0, 
Nokia Mobile Phones, (1999) and l Speci?cation of the Blue 
tooth System Wireless Connections Made Easy, Bluetooth 
SIG (1999), both incorporated herein by reference. Bluetooth 
is a low-cost, low-power, short-range radio link for mobile 
devices and for WAN/LAN access points. Bluetooth offers 
fast and reliable digital transmissions of both voice and data 
over the globally available 2.4 GHZ ISM (Industrial, Scien 
ti?c and Medical) band. The Bluetooth speci?cation de?nes a 
short (around 10 m) or optionally a medium range (around 
100 m) radio link capable of voice or data transmission up to 
a maximum capacity of 720 Kb/s per channel. Radio fre 
quency (RF) operation is in the un-licensed industrial, scien 
ti?c and medical (ISM) band at 2.4 to 2.48 GHZ, using a 
spread spectrum, frequency hopping, full-duplex signal at up 
to 1600 hops/sec. The signal hops among seventy-nine (79) 
frequencies at l MHZ intervals to give a high degree of inter 
ference immunity. RF output is speci?ed as 0 dBm (1 mW) in 
the 10 m-range version and —30 to +20 dBm (100 mW) in the 
longer range version. 
[0030] Bluetooth enabled devices which come within range 
of each other can establish an ad hoc point-to-point and/or 
point-to-multipoint connections. Bluetooth enabled devices 
dynamically can be added to or removed from a PAN. Nota 
bly, two or more Bluetooth enabled units which share a chan 
nel form a piconet. Several piconets can be established and 
linked together in ad hoc “scattemets” to allow communica 
tion and data exchange in ?exible con?gurations. If several 
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other piconets are Within range, each can operate indepen 
dently While maintaining access to the full bandwidth of the 
scatternet. Each piconet is established by a different fre 
quency hopping channel. All users participating on the same 
piconet are synchronized to this channel. Notably, unlike 
infrared devices, Bluetooth enabled devices are not limited to 
line-of-sight communication. 
[0031] FIG. 3 illustrates a short range radio communica 
tions architecture 300 suitable for use in the device of FIG. 2. 
The architecture 300 can include radio communications 
device based loW level baseband services 322 and host 
device-based high level protocols 324 through Which external 
host computing applications 320 can communicate using 
standard communications protocols 318 such as TCP/IP or 
UDP/IP With other devices in the PAN. Notably, in order to 
facilitate compatibility betWeen different hardWare imple 
mentations associated With the loW level baseband services 
322, a host controller interface (HCI) 306 can be used as a 
common interface betWeen the ho st computing device and the 
radio communications system core. Higher level protocols 
like the service discovery protocol (SDP) 314, RFCOMM 
316 (emulating a serial port connection) and the Telephony 
Control protocol (TCS) 312 are interfaced to the loW level 
baseband services 322 via a logical link control and adapta 
tion protocol (L2CAP) 308. Notably, the SDP 314 alloWs 
applications to ?nd out about available services and their 
characteristics When devices are moved or sWitched off. 
Among the tasks associated With L2CAP 308, L2CAP 308 
can perform the segmentation and re-assembly of data to 
alloW larger data packets to be carried over a short range radio 
communications baseband connection. 

[0032] The host device 200 as con?gured in FIG. 2 With the 
short range radio communications system 250 and having the 
architecture of FIG. 3 can be included as both as part of a 
PAN-enabled kiosk such as kiosk 100 ofFlG. 1, and as part of 
a PAN-enabled device such as the PAN-enabled device 140 of 
FIG. 1. Exemplary PAN-enabled devices Which can be con 
?gured to operate With a short range radio communications 
system 250 as shoWn in FIG. 2 can include personal digital 
assistants (PDAs), cellular phones, handheld computers, lap 
top/notebook computers, WristWatches, etc. In contrast, 
Where a kiosk includes the conventional computing compo 
nents shoWn as included in the host device 200 of FIG. 2, a 
short range radio communications system 250 can be directly 
connected to a computing device in the kiosk 100 Wherein 
suitable higher level protocols for driving the short range 
radio communications system 250 are installed in the com 
puting device. Alternatively, a standalone pre-con?gured 
computing device can be added to the kiosk 100 and commu 
nicatively linked to existing communications netWork links 
residing in the kiosk 100. 
[0033] Referring back to FIG. 1, in operation a kiosk 100 
can be con?gured With a short range radio communications 
system so as to participate in the PAN 130 as an electronic 
service provider. When a PAN-enabled device 140, such as a 
Bluetooth enabled PDA enters the piconet formed by the PAN 
130, the PAN-enabled device can retrieve a list of available 
electronic services from the kiosk 100. Electronic services 
can include, but are not limited to distributed applications and 
data, for example electronic mail, sports scores, and stock 
prices. One or more particular electronic services can be 
selected in the PAN-enabled device 140 responsive to Which 
the kiosk 100 can distribute the selected electronic services to 
the device 140. If, hoWever, the kiosk 100 does not have 
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locally stored therein a selected electronic service, the kiosk 
100 can request the missing service from an server 120 in the 
existing communications netWork 110. Upon receipt of the 
missing service from the appropriate server 120, the kiosk 
100 can forWard the service to the PAN-enabled device 140 in 
the PAN 130. 

[0034] FIG. 4 is a How chart illustrating a process per 
formed in a PAN-enabled device for receiving distributed 
electronic services in a PAN via a PAN-enabled kiosk. Begin 
ning in step 402, a PAN-enabled device entering a PAN can 
electronically detect the presence of the PAN using, for 
example conventional service discovery protocols. Service 
discovery protocols are Well-knoWn in the art and provide 
devices in ad hoc peer-to-peer netWorks to dynamically dis 
cover devices and services. As such, service discovery archi 
tectures enable self-con?guring dynamic netWorks by pro 
viding a standard method for applications, services and 
devices to describe and to advertise their capabilities to other 
applications, services and devices and to discover their capa 
bilities. Service discovery architectures also enable applica 
tions, services and devices to search other applications, ser 
vices or devices for a particular capability, and to request and 
establish interoperable sessions With them to utiliZe those 
capabilities. 
[0035] Returning noW to FIG. 4, in step 404, the device can 
determine Whether to connect to or ignore the PAN. Speci? 
cally, the connection determination can be performed by a 
user, or by the device automatically based on pre-con?gured 
selections such as “connect to all PANs” or “connect to the 
folloWing PANs only”. If, in step 404 the device chooses to 
connect to the PAN, in step 406 the device can undertake and 
authentication process prior to connection during Which pro 
cess the device can be recogniZed as a legitimate PAN client 
and associated With a unique identi?er through Which other 
devices in the PAN can recogniZe and communicate With the 
PAN-enabled device. 

[0036] Once connected, in step 408, the PAN-enabled 
device can identify the PAN-enabled existing kiosk and can 
query the kiosk for available electronic services. Altema 
tively, upon detecting the presence of the PAN-enabled 
device, the kiosk can automatically transmit a list of available 
electronic services to the PAN-enabled device. If in step 410 
one or more electronic services are selected, either automati 
cally by the PAN-enabled device, or manually by the user, in 
step 412 the selected services can be doWnloaded to the 
PAN-enabled device from the kiosk. Notably, even if no ser 
vices are selected in step 410, so long as the PAN-enabled 
device remains in the piconet formed by the PAN, the list of 
available services can be accessed. 

[0037] By comparison, upon detecting a PAN-enabled 
device, a kiosk retro?tted in accordance With the inventive 
arrangements can undertake the process illustrated in FIG. 5. 
FIG. 5 is a How chart illustrating a process for distributing 
electronic services from an application service provider in a 
communications netWork to a Wireless device in a PAN via 
the retro?tted kiosk. Beginning in step 502, the kiosk can 
detect the presence of a PAN-enabled device using, for 
example conventional service discovery protocols. In step 
504, it can be determined if the detected device is a valid 
subscriber to electronic services offered by the kiosk. If the 
detected device is not a valid subscriber, the kiosk can prompt 
the user of the device for pay-per-use payment in step 508. 
Alternatively, the kiosk can prompt the user of the device to 
register for a subscription. Moreover, the kiosk can provide to 
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the device a limited trial period subscription. In any case, the 
invention is not limited in regard to the precise business 
model for providing access to services provided by the kiosk. 
[0038] If in step 510 payment is received, or if in step 504 
the device is determined to be a subscriber device, in step 506 
it can be determined Whether the detected device has associ 
ated thereWith a pre-con?gured default electronic service. If 
not, in step 512 the kiosk can provide to the device a list of 
available services. The list can be computed based on any 
number of factors, for example all available services, or a 
limited selection based on prioritization, perceived value, or 
advertising revenue, historical transaction statistics, device 
and netWork resources, or a pre-con?guration. In step 514, if 
one or more services has been selected, or if a default service 
is selected, in step 516 the kiosk can determine Whether the 
complete electronic service is available locally in the kiosk, or 
Whether one or more components of the electronic service 
must be retrieved from an ASP in the existing communica 
tions netWork. 

[0039] If the kiosk is able to locally retrieve the entire 
selected electronic service, in step 520 the kiosk can transmit 
to the detected device the requested electronic service. Oth 
erWise, if one or more components of the selected electronic 
service are not available locally in the kiosk, the kiosk can 
determine a suitable ASP from Which the selected electronic 
service can be retrieved. Subsequently, in step 518, the kiosk 
can retrieve therefrom the requested electronic service. 
Importantly, in the case Where some of the components of the 
electronic service are present in the kiosk While other com 
ponents of the requested electronic services must be retrieved 
from an ASP, the kiosk can begin transmission of the present 
components during the retrieval of the remaining components 
from the ASP. LikeWise, as components are retrieved from the 
ASP, the retrieved components can be forWarded to the device 
While the remaining components are retrieved. In this Way, 
apparent and actual response times can be reduced. 

[0040] Use of a kiosk con?gured in accordance With the 
inventive arrangements can permit casual use of applications 
by Wireless devices and can involve either doWnloading com 
plete applications, for example a crossWord puZZle game for 
carry aWay use, or can involve more traditional ASP hosting 
of complex applications. Signi?cantly, a kiosk con?gured in 
accordance With the inventive arrangements can be used for 
targeted service distribution, for example based on geogra 
phy. More particularly, depending on the nature and location 
of the kiosk, particular electronic services can be stored 
locally in the kiosk and the kiosk can be con?gured to retrieve 
particular services from communicatively linked servers. For 
example, in the case of an airport or train station ticket 
counter, travel related electronic services such as airplane 
timetables, Weather neWs, crossWord puZZle programs and 
electronic mail can be automatically or manually distributed 
to travelers entering an associated PAN With a PAN enabled 
device. Similarly, public payphones can provide electronic 
services such as mapping programs and restaurant guides to 
devices entering an associated PAN. 

[0041] While the foregoing speci?cation illustrates and 
describes the preferred embodiments of this invention, it is to 
be understood that the invention is not limited to the precise 
construction herein disclosed. The invention can be embodied 
in other speci?c forms Without departing from the spirit or 
essential attributes. Accordingly, reference should be made to 
the folloWing claims, rather than to the foregoing speci?ca 
tion, as indicating the scope of the invention. 
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1. A kiosk system for distributing electronic services to 
Wireless devices in a Wireless personal area netWork (PAN) 
comprising: 

a publicly located and ?xed positioned kiosk retro?tted 
With a host computing device for selectively retrieving 
electronic services from remote servers over an existing 
physical communications link to an existing communi 
cations netWork and a short-range frequency communi 
cations system for delivering selected electronic ser 
vices over a short-range frequency communications link 
to Wireless devices in a personal area netWork (PAN), 
said kiosk maintaining a list of available electronic ser 
vices including data and applications; 

Wherein a portion of the available electronic services are 
stored locally Within the kiosk, and Wherein a different 
portion of the available electronic services are retriev 
able by the kiosk from servers of the existing commu 
nications netWork via the physical communications link; 
and 

Wherein the kiosk, in response to subscriber queries 
received from the Wireless devices, generates sub 
scriber-speci?c lists of available services by selecting 
among a list of all available services, each of the selec 
tions being based upon at least one of a subscriber pri 
oritiZation, a predetermined value assigned to the sub 
scriber, advertising revenues associated With each 
available service, and communication resources of the 
Wireless devices; 

Wherein the kiosk conveys the subscriber-speci?c lists to 
the Wireless devices for presentment to subscribers and 
receives a request for at least one of the available elec 
tronic services included in the subscriber-speci?c list 
from the Wireless device; 

Wherein the kiosk determines if the requested electronic 
services Wholly reside in the kiosk and if components of 
the requested electronic services reside in the kiosk; 

Wherein if it is determined that the requested electronic 
services Wholly reside in the kiosk, the kiosk delivers the 
requested electronic services to the Wireless device in 
the PAN Without retrieving the requested electronic ser 
vices over the existing physical communications link; 

Wherein if it is determined that certain components of the 
requested electronic services reside in the kiosk, the 
kiosk delivers the certain components to the Wireless 
device While retrieving remaining components of 
requested electronic services over the existing physical 
communications link; and 

Wherein if it is determined that none of the requested elec 
tronic services resides in the kiosk, the kiosk retrieves 
the requested electronic services over the existing physi 
cal communications link and delivers the retrieved elec 
tronic services to the Wireless device in the PAN. 

2. The kiosk system of claim 1, Wherein said Wireless 
communications system is con?gured in accordance With 
BLUETOOTH speci?cations. 

3. The kiosk system of claim 1, Wherein said kiosk is a 
public telephone. 

4. The kiosk system of claim 1, Wherein said physical 
communications link is selected from the group consisting of 
a telephone netWork communications link and a data com 
munications link. 

5. The kiosk system of claim 1, Wherein said server is an 
application server. 
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6. The kiosk system of claim 1, wherein said existing 9. The kiosk system of claim 1, Wherein said kiosk is a 
communications netWork is an lntemet. ticketing booth. 

7- The kiosk system Ofclaim 1, wherein the kiosk functions 10. The kiosk system of claim 1, Wherein said kiosk is a toll 
as a Wireless access point for accessing an Internet. booth, 

8. The kiosk system of claim 1, Wherein said kiosk is a gas 
station island. * * * >x< * 


