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(57) ABSTRACT 

Provided is a shoe Which is tied With a piece of shoelace, in 
Which a pair of pulling string rings are provided in both left 
and right upper ends of the neck of the shoe, to thereby enable 
a user to pull or release a pair of pulling strings hooked on the 
rings one time in order to put on or take off the shoe. Double 
instep covers of the footwear are provided, and the exposed 
knots of the shoelace end portions are positioned between the 
double instep covers, so that the knots are not exposed and the 
knots Which are not Well untied can be smoothly adjusted. 
Moreover, a cover-type fastening locker or protection guard 
Which protects the protruded latch from external impact is 
used to solve the conventional problems, and to furthermore 
provide a simple shoelace tying shoe having no knots of the 
end of the loWer portion of the shoelaces. 
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DEVICE AND METHOD OF RAPIDLY TYING 
SHOELACES 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] The present invention relates to a footwear tied by 
tightening a shoelace Which is hereinbeloW referred to as a 
shoestring, a footWear string, or a string, and more particu 
larly, to a device for and method of rapidly tying a shoelace of 
a footWear in Which a pair of pulling string annular portions 
are provided in both left and right upper ends of the neck of 
the footWear, and binders for binding the pair of the pulling 
string annular portions, respectively, to thereby enable a user 
to pull or release the pair of the pulling string annular portions 
to be bound on the binders one time in order to put on or take 
off the footWear conveniently. 

BACKGROUND ART 

[0002] A general footWear Which is tied by tightening a 
string includes a number of eyelets through Which a string can 
smoothly pass in the footWear in Which the eyelets are pro 
vided in an identical number in both sides of the instep strap 
cover in the footWear. The string is passed crossWays from the 
loWer eyelet to the upper eyelet. A Wearer pulls a string to ?t 
for the foot, and then tightens the footWear and makes a knot 
in the ends of the string When putting on or taking off the 
footWear. HoWever, in the conventional footWear, the tight 
ening force Which is applied in pulling the ends of the string 
in?uences upon only the second eyelets from the upper-most 
eyelets, and is not delivered to the eyelets subsequent to the 
second eyelet. Accordingly, the string is not Well tightened, 
and thus the footWear is not Well tied. The tightened portions 
in the upper eyelets of the string fastened by the conventional 
shoelace tightening method becomes loosened by the margin 
of the string less fastened at the loWer portions of the eyelets 
during the activity of the Wearer. Thus, the footWear becomes 
loose, and the combined knots may be easily untied. Further, 
the conventional footWear has a number of defectives of caus 
ing inconveniences and consuming time to tie and untie the 
knots When putting on or taking off the footWear. 
[0003] In order to solve these disadvantages, the same 
applicant as that of this application disclosed Korean Patent 
Registration No. 0445965 entitled “Footwear for rapidly 
tying shoelaces and shoelace tying method thereof ’ as shoWn 
in FIG. 20, in Which the footWear has a feature of enabling a 
Wearer to easily perform tightening and binding of the string. 
That is, if an angle Which is formed When the string passes 
through the respective eyelets is made large and the number of 
the eyelets Which are used for making the strings pass through 
the respective eyelets is made as small as possible, the tight 
ening force is greatly enhanced. 
[0004] The string of FIG. 21 starts from loWer eyelets 6a 
and 6b and both ends of the string is inserted into every other 
eyelet, that is, at an interval of tWo eyelets. In FIG. 22, both 
ends of the string are inserted into the upper-most eyelets 1a 
and 1b, respectively, to thereby form annular portions 911 and 
9b along the string in the upper portion of the footWear. Then, 
both the ends of the string are inserted doWnWards into empty 
eyelets 3a and 3b, and then inserted into empty eyelets 5a and 
5b to ?nish by making an end knot 8 near the eyelets 5a and 
5b. As described above, in the case of the strings inserted into 
every other eyelet, that is, at an interval of tWo eyelets, in the 
middle portion, an angle Which is formed betWeen the string 
and the horiZontal line Widens, and four upper pulling strings 
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extended from tWo pulling string annular portions 911 and 9b 
pass through only one eyelet 3a, 3b, 4a, or 4b doWn to the 
loWermost string. 
[0005] As described above, the eyelet insertion angle of the 
string is tWo times as that of a general footWear. The number 
of the eyelets through Which the string passes is one fourth as 
that of the general footWear, since four eyelets are passed 
through in every pulling string. Accordingly, there is no resis 
tance by friction betWeen the string and the eyelets. That is, 
When a Wearer pulls the pulling string annular portions 911 and 
9b in order to put on the footWear, and only if he or she pulls 
them slightly, the string is softly fastened up. In this Way, the 
string Which has been easily tightened With a small amount of 
the tightening force is engaged With latches 10a positioned at 
the upper ends of the right and left sides of the footWear using 
a fastening ring 10b connected to the pulling string annular 
portion 911 via an expansion band, as shoWn in FIG. 20. 
Accordingly, like the general footWear, there is no need to 
make a knot in the form of a ribbon in the upper portion of the 
footWear, to thus tie the string simply. 
[0006] It is convenient for a Wearer to use the footWear 
fabricated according to the above-described prior art but there 
are many partially insu?icient points. That is, in the case of 
the footWear tied through the above-described procedure, a 
string end knot 8 is exposed at the instep loWer portion of the 
footWear as shoWn in FIG. 20 at the ?nal ?nishing step of 
installation of the string. This exposure of the string end knot 
8 cannot be seen in the conventional general footWear, to 
thereby cause the Wearer to feel a difference in external 
appearance, and the string to be rigidly tied up according to 
the Wearer’s activity to thus make it dif?cult to adjust the 
string. Moreover, since the knot 8 is not ?xed to the instep of 
the footWear, and if the pulling string annular portions are 
pulled from the upper portion of the footWear, the knot 8 
moves to the left and right according to the balance of the 
pulling force and thus the lengths of the pulling string annular 
portions are varied. As a result, When the Wearer pulls the 
pulling string annular portions to be respectively hooked up 
With the sides of the footWear, the movement of the string may 
cause inconveniences to the Wearer. 

[0007] Moreover, as shoWn in FIG. 20, the latches 1011 
Which are positioned in the left and right of the upper portion 
of the footWear are protruded to the outside. Accordingly, the 
protruded latches may be damaged during contacting the 
other objects and may hurt the Wearer’s ankle When one 
protruded latch collides With the Wearer’s ankle Which is 
positioned at the other side opposing the one protruded latch, 
to thereby hurt the Wearer’s body. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] To solve the above problems, it is an object of the 
present invention to provide a device for and method of rap 
idly tying shoelaces of a footWear, Which employs double 
instep covers Where each instep cover is formed of an existing 
footWear structure, and a loWer end knot is positioned in the 
intermediate layer betWeen the double instep covers, to 
thereby remove a difference of external appearance. 

[0009] It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a device for and method of rapidly tying shoelaces of a 
footWear, Which employs a dedicated adjuster for releasing an 
end knot according to a Wearer’s intention and adjusting the 
total length of the shoelaces, to thereby enable a Wearer to put 
on or take off a footWear more conveniently. 
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[0010] It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a device for and method of rapidly tying shoelaces of 
a footwear, including no loWer string end knot in Which the 
string end is ?xed to the inner portion of the instep strap cover 
of a footWear in correspondence to an eyelet through Which 
the string ?nally passes, and providing The same effect as that 
of the general footWear by external appearance. 
[0011] It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a device for and method of rapidly tying shoelaces of 
a footWear, Which includes protection guards in the upper and 
loWer portions of each of latches protruded in the upper end of 
the left and right sides of a footWear, to thereby protect the 
latches from external shocks, and Which includes a fastening 
locker to Which a hook of the latch Which can hurt the ankle 
portion of the Wearer is attached. 
[0012] To accomplish the above object of the present inven 
tion, according to an aspect of the present invention, there is 
provided a device for rapidly tying a string of a footWear 
comprising: 
[0013] a pair of left and right pulling string annular portions 
Which are prepared using the string so as to be extended in a 
V-shaped form in the upper portion of an instep cover on 
Which a plurality of eyelets are punched along left and right 
ends of the instep cover of the footWear, Wherein both ends of 
the string are respectively inserted into intermediate eyelets 
crossWays With every other eyelet to then be formed into a 
string end knot at the loWer eyelet, and Wherein both the ends 
of the string to Which a pair of fastening units are respectively 
bounded are rapidly tied by pulling the pulling string annular 
portions so as to be engaged With latches crossWays in the left 
and right sides of the footWear; and 
[0014] a double instep cover having tWo instep covers 
including an outer instep cover and an inner instep cover 
Which are attached in the end of the footWear’s instep strap 
cover of the loWer portion of the instep of the footWear by 
means of a seWing Work, Wherein the outer instep cover is 
approximately half the length of the inner instep cover, 
Wherein a groove is formed betWeen the outer and inner instep 
covers at Which a string end knot is located so that the knot is 
not protruded to the outside, and Wherein sticking members 
such as Velcro are adhered to the upper-inner portion of the 
outer and inner and instep covers, respectively. 
[0015] According to another aspect of the present inven 
tion, there is also provided a device for rapidly tying a string 
of a footWear comprising: 
[001 6] a pair of left and right pulling string annular portions 
Which are prepared using the string so as to be extended in a 
V-shaped form in the upper portion of an instep cover on 
Which a plurality of eyelets are punched along left and right 
instep strands of the instep cover of the footWear, Wherein 
both ends of the string are respectively inserted into interme 
diate eyelets crossWays With every other eyelet to then be 
formed into a string end knot at the loWer eyelet, and to 
complete installation of the string, Wherein both the ends of 
the string to Which a pair of fastening units are respectively 
bounded are rapidly tied by pulling the pulling string annular 
portions so as to be engaged With latches crossWays in the left 
and right sides of the footWear, and Wherein at the ?nal step of 
completing the installation of the string, the string ends pass 
ing through the loWermo st ?nal eyelets are not formed into a 
knot and is ?xed to the inner portion of the instep strand; and 
[0017] a string ?xing double eyelet ?xing the string ends, 
Which is positioned in the intermediate portion betWeen the 
loWer eyelets on the same line of the left and right instep 
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strands in the footWear, and Which employs a structure of 
?xing the string end or adjusting the length of the string in 
Which tWo string ?tting holes are punched With a tilt angle in 
the loWer direction of the footWear. 

[0018] According to still another aspect of the present 
invention, there is still also provided a device for rapidly tying 
a string of a footWear comprising: 

[0019] a pair of left and right pulling string annularportions 
Which are prepared using the string so as to be extended in a 
V-shaped form in the upper portion of an instep cover on 
Which a plurality of eyelets are punched along left and right 
instep strands of the instep cover of the footWear, Wherein 
both ends of the string are respectively inserted into interme 
diate eyelets crossWays With every other eyelet to then be 
formed into a string end knot at the loWer eyelet, and to 
complete installation of the string, and Wherein both the ends 
of the string to Which a pair of fastening units are respectively 
bounded are rapidly tied by pulling the pulling string annular 
portions so as to be engaged With latches crossWays in the left 
and right sides of the footWear; and 
[0020] a string ?tting unit Which is used to ?t tWo strands of 
the strings into the eyelets Which are located on the left and 
right instep strands, in Which one strand passes through only 
even-numbered eyelets (56a, 56b, 54a, 54b, 52a, 52b) and the 
other strand passes through only odd-numbered eyelets (55a, 
55b, 53a, 53b, 51a, 51b), and 
[0021] Wherein tWo strands of the strings passing through 
the eyelets (51a, 52a) on the same line as that of the left instep 
strand and tWo strands of the strings passing through the 
eyelets (51b, 52b) on the same line as that of the right instep 
strand, form the pair of left and right pulling string annular 
portions Which are positioned at the left and right portions of 
the upper portion of the footWear, and 
[0022] Wherein the ends of the pulling string annular por 
tions are inserted into and ?xed to a connection pin, respec 
tively, and the connection pin is divided into tWo compression 
portions Which are connected With each other by a ?exible 
band. 

[0023] According to yet another aspect of the present 
invention, there is still also provided a method for rapidly 
tying a string of a footWear comprising: 
[0024] preparing a pair of pulling string annular portions in 
an upper eyelet of the upper portion of the footWear, Wherein 
both ends of the string are respectively inserted into interme 
diate eyelets crossWays With every other eyelet in Which the 
eyelets are formed in the left and right of the instep strand of 
the footWear, to then be formed into a string end knot at a 
loWer eyelet of the loWer portion of the footWear, and Wherein 
both the ends of the string to Which a pair of fastening units are 
respectively bounded are rapidly tied by pulling the pulling 
string annular portion; and 
[0025] using a double instep cover Which protects the string 
end knot exposed to the loWer portion of the footWear. 

[0026] According to still yet another aspect of the present 
invention, there is still also provided a method for rapidly 
tying a string of a footWear comprising: 

[0027] preparing a pair of pulling string annular portions in 
an upper eyelet of the upper portion of the footWear, Wherein 
both ends of the string are respectively inserted into interme 
diate eyelets crossWays With every other eyelet in Which the 
eyelets are formed in the left and right of the instep strand of 
the footWear, to then be formed into a string end knot at a 
loWer eyelet of the loWer portion of the footWear, and Wherein 
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both the ends of the string to Which a pair of fastening units are 
respectively bounded are rapidly tied by pulling the pulling 
string annular portion; 
[0028] making the ends of the string pass through empty 
eyelets and then sequentially pass through the loWer eyelets in 
the left and right sides of the loWer portion of the footWear 
after having prepared the pulling string annular portions; and 
[0029] connecting the ends of the string having passed 
through the ?nal left and right eyelets laterally and ?xing the 
ends to the inner side of the instep strands Without forming 
any strong end knot. 
[0030] According to a further aspect of the present inven 
tion; there is still also provided a method for rapidly tying a 
string of a footwear comprising: 
[0031] preparing a pair of pulling string annular portions in 
an upper eyelet of the upper portion of the footWear, Wherein 
both ends of the string are respectively inserted into interme 
diate eyelets crossWays With every other eyelet in Which the 
eyelets are formed in the left and right of the instep strand of 
the footWear, to then be formed into a string end knot at a 
loWer eyelet of the loWer portion of the footWear, and Wherein 
both the ends of the string to Which a pair of fastening units are 
respectively bounded are rapidly tied by pulling the pulling 
string annular portion; and 
[0032] using a string ?tting unit to ?t tWo strands of the 
strings into the eyelets Which are located on the left and right 
instep strands, in Which one strand passes through only even 
numbered eyelets (54a, 54b, 52a, 52b) starting from the loW 
ermost eyelets (56a, 56b) and the other strand passes through 
only odd-numbered eyelets (53a, 53b, 51a, 51b) starting from 
the second loWermost eyelets (55a, 55b), and 
[0033] Wherein tWo strands of the strings passing through 
the eyelets (51a, 52a) on the same line as that of the left instep 
strand and tWo strands of the strings passing through the 
eyelets (51b, 52b) on the same line as that of the right instep 
strand, are connected With to a connection pin, to thereby 
form the pair of left and right pulling string annular portions 
(59a, 59b). 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0034] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW schematically illustrat 
ing a shoe according to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion; 
[0035] FIG. 2A is a perspective vieW schematically illus 
trating a double instep cover of the footWear according to the 
?rst embodiment of the present invention; 
[0036] FIG. 2B is a perspective vieW schematically illus 
trating an attachment unit of the double instep covers accord 
ing to the ?rst embodiment of the present invention; 
[0037] FIG. 3 is a front vieW shoWing a footWear in Which 
the end knot are shoWn at the state Where a shoelace is 

inserted; 
[0038] FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW Which shoWs the state of 
using a shoelace adjuster; 
[0039] FIG. 5 is a front vieW Which shoWs a ?xture unit at 
the state Where a shoelaces has been inserted; 
[0040] FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW Which shoWs the con 
?guration of the shoelaces end ?xture unit; 
[0041] FIG. 7A is a perspective vieW shoWing a fastening 
locker according to the ?rst embodiment of the present inven 
tion; 
[0042] FIG. 7B is a perspective vieW Which shoWs the fas 
tening locker made of tWo or more detachable ring; 
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[0043] FIG. 7C is a perspective vieW shoWing a fastening 
plate according to the ?rst embodiment of the present inven 
tion; 
[0044] FIG. 8A is a perspective vieW shoWing the state 
Where an instep strap cover is pulled back; 
[0045] FIG. 8B is a front vieW Which shoWs the state of 
using an elastic board Which is built in the instep strap cover; 
[0046] FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW shoWing a footWear 
according to a second embodiment of the present invention; 
[0047] FIG. 10A is a partial perspective vieW Which shoWs 
a footWear in Which a double eyelet according to the second 
embodiment of the present invention; 
[0048] FIG. 10B is a cross-sectional vieW Which shoWs the 
state of using the double eyelet; 
[0049] FIG. 11 is a perspective vieW shoWing a footWear in 
Which a protrusion type string ?xing eyelet is installed; 
[0050] FIG. 12 is a perspective vieW Which shoWs the state 
of using the protrusion type string ?xing eyelet; 
[0051] FIG. 13 is a perspective vieW shoWing a fastening 
locker according to the second embodiment of the present 
invention; 
[0052] FIG. 14 is a perspective vieW shoWing a fastening 
plate in Which a guard is installed according to the second 
embodiment of the present invention; 
[0053] FIG. 15 is a front vieW shoWing a footWear accord 
ing to a third embodiment of the present invention; 
[0054] FIG. 16 is a perspective vieW Which shoWs the state 
of using a connection pin; 
[0055] FIG. 17A is a perspective vieW shoWing a fastening 
locker according to the third embodiment of the present 
invention; 
[0056] FIG. 17B is a perspective vieW shoWing the fasten 
ing locker according to the third embodiment; 
[0057] FIG. 18 is a perspective vieW shoWing an integrated 
fastening device according to the third embodiment; 
[0058] FIG. 19A is a perspective vieW shoWing a footWear 
in Which a keeping bag is installed; 
[0059] FIG. 19B is a perspective vieW Which partially 
shoWs the state of using the keeping bag; 
[0060] FIG. 20 is a perspective vieW shoWing the state 
Where a shoelaces has been completely tied in a conventional 
footWear for rapidly tying shoelaces; 
[0061] FIG. 21 is a front vieW shoWing the state Where a 
shoelaces has been halfWay tied in a conventional footWear 
for rapidly tying shoelaces; 
[0062] FIG. 22 is a front vieW shoWing the state Where a 
shoelaces has been completely tied in a conventional foot 
Wear for rapidly tying shoelaces; and 
[0063] FIG. 23 is a perspective vieW shoWing the state of 
using a fastening unit in a conventional footWear for rapidly 
tying shoelaces. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

[0064] HereinbeloW, a device for and method of rapidly 
tying a shoelace of a footWear according to a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention Will be described With 
reference to the accompanying draWings. 
[0065] A pair of pulling string annular portions are formed 
in the left and right upper portions of the neck portion of a 
footWear. Both ends of a string to Which a pair of fastening 
units are respectively bounded are rapidly tied by pulling the 
pulling string annular portions so as to be engaged With 
latches crossWays in the left and right sides of the footWear. 
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As shown in FIG. 3, a string or shoelace 17 is ?tted into 
eyelets crossWays in the form of an X-shape, starting from the 
lowermost eyelets 16a and 16b to the third eyelets 14a and 
14b, then to the ?fth eyelets 12a and 12b, in every other 
eyelet, and is formed into a pair of pulling string annular 
portions 19a and 19b in connection With the uppermost eye 
lets 11a and 11b. The pair of pulling string annular portions 
19a and 19b are in a co-plane on the instep stands, and have a 
marginal length. The string ends of the formed pulling string 
annular portions 19a and 19b are ?tted into the empty eyelets 
13a, 13b, 15a and 15b in turn to be crossed in the form ofan 
X-shape toWard the loWer portion of the instep of the footWear 
again, and then are made into a string end knot 18 Which is 
formed by binding the string ends betWeen the eyelets 15a 
and 15b, to thereby terminate an installation of the string. 
[0066] A fastening locker is connected With the pulling 
string annular portion With an expansion band in one end of 
the pulling string annular portion. the A fastening plate con 
nected With the fastening locker is adhered on the upper ends 
of the left and right sides of the footWear. As a result, a 
fastening unit for fastening the string is completed. 
[0067] In order to prevent the name of the fastening unit 
from being used in redundancy in the structure of the present 
invention, the fastening unit of the knoWn footWear, that is, 
“Method of tying a string by rapidly pulling the string” shoWn 
in FIG. 20 includes a fastening ring 10b and a latch 10a. The 
fastening unit in the structure of the present invention shoWn 
in FIG. 1 includes a fastening locker 43 and a fastening plate 
48. 

[0068] A double instep cover is provided as a protection 
unit for protecting the loWer string end knot 18 protruded to 
the outside of FIG. 3 in the structure of the footWear. The 
double instep cover covers the string end knot Which is 
formed by passing through eyelets in the lateral direction 
Which makes the footWear according to the present invention 
have the same shape as that of the general footWear. More 
over, the string end knot plays a role of controlling the length 
of the footWear Whole string. HoWever, such a knot is rigidly 
tied during making an action, and is not easily untied, Which 
may cause an inconvenient use of the footWear. To solve this 
problem, an adjuster is used as a solution, and thus a smooth 
string control can be done. 
[0069] The fastening unit of FIG. 7A, 7B or 7C helping the 
fastening in the present invention is a cover type fastening 
locker 43 to Which the protruded hooks of the latch 10a of 
FIG. 20 are attached. That is, the fastening unit of FIG. 7A, 7B 
or 7C plays an opposite role compared With the FIG. 20 
operation and covers the fastening plate With the fastening 
locker to prevent a damage of the fastening plate. A guard is 
installed on top and bottom of the fastening plate to protect 
the fastening unit from the external impact to thereby achieve 
a more perfection. As described above, a preferable comple 
mentary fastening structure is achieved by not forming the 
string end knot itself at the loWer portion of the footWear. That 
is, the string end having ?nished the installation of the string 
is not laterally connected but is bound or ?xed to the inner side 
of the instep strand of the eyelet Which passes through the 
?nal eyelets. Like this, the footWear according to the present 
invention is identical With the conventional footWear by 
appearance but provides the footWear having an improved 
functionality. 
[0070] Since it is necessary to have a simple footWear fas 
tening method for the old or the Weak, tWo strands of strings 
are used and installed, and the ends of the pulling string 
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annular portions are ?xed by a connection pin. There is no 
means for adjusting the Whole length of the string. As a 
supplementary unit, a fastening unit having a fastening locker 
and a fastening plate is provided, in Which the fastening 
locker can be hung up With the fastening plate, With a large 
Width of selection and With ease. Moreover, an integrated 
fastening unit can be fastened With one hand to thus give a 
more convenience and make anyone easily use the invention. 

[0071] Hereinafter, the embodiments of the present inven 
tion Will be illustrated in detail based on the accompanying 
draWings. 
[0072] FIGS. 1 through 5 shoW a footWear according to a 
?rst embodiment of the present invention. A plurality of eye 
lets are installed at intervals upWards and doWnWards in the 
instep strands of both sides of the footWear instep, so that the 
strings can be ?tted into the eyelets in sequence. In the case of 
the footWear according to the embodiment of the present 
invention, six eyelets are installed in the footWear according 
to the embodiment of the present invention. For convenience, 
the six eyelets are called from the top to the bottom, ?rst 
through sixth eyelets 11a-16b. Here, the inserted string 17, as 
can be seen from FIG. 3, a pair of left and right pulling string 
annular portions 19a and 19b are formed in the upper portion 
of the footWear. The pair of left and right pulling string annu 
lar portions 19a and 19b are ?tted into the left and right 
eyelets from the uppermost eyelets in every other eyelet 
crossWays and reach up to the loWermost eyelets, to then be 
formed into a single knot 18 Which are no need to be untied 
repeatedly at the ends of the string 17. The thus-formed knot 
18 is exposed to the outside. The thus-exposed loWer string 
end knot 18 may cause a visual difference of appearance and 
inconveniences of being untied With the string end knot 18 
hung. Accordingly, as shoWn in FIG. 2A, a double instep 
cover 21 can be used. 

[0073] The double instep cover 21 has tWo instep covers 
including an outer instep cover 22 and an inner instep cover 
23 Which are attached in the end of the footWear’s instep strap 
cover of the loWer portion of the instep of the footWear by 
means of a seWing Work. The outer instep cover 22 and the 
inner instep cover 23 in the double instep cover 21 are 
designed to have an identical Width, respectively, but the outer 
instep cover 22 is approximately half the length of the inner 
instep cover 23. As shoWn in FIG. 2B, sticking members 2411 
and 24b such as Velcro are adhered to the upper-inner portion 
of the outer and inner and instep covers 22 and 23, respec 
tively, so that there is no clearance betWeen the outer and 
inner instep covers 22 and 23 in use. The string end knot 
having ?nally ?nished the string installation in the footWear is 
positioned betWeen the inner and outer sides of the double 
instep cover 21. A small groove is formed betWeen the outer 
and inner instep covers at Which the string end knot 18 is 
located so that the knot is not protruded to the inside or 
outside of the instep. The double instep cover 21 does not 
appear at all in vieW of the external appearance of the foot 
Wear. Accordingly, the loWer knot of the present invention 
looks like the conventional general footWear shoWn in FIG. 1, 
and provides an effect of preventing the string from being 
untied With the string end knot 18 hung. Moreover, the double 
instep cover 21 protects doubly the instep of the footWear to 
thereby mitigate the external impact. 
[0074] In the case of the footWear Which rapidly ties the 
string, there is no need to repeatedly control the loWer string 
end knot 18 Whenever a Wearer uses the footWear. HoWever, 
in the case of being unavoidable, the total length of the string 
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17 is controlled. The pulling string annular portions 19a and 
19b are fastened With an appropriate tension force to the 
fastening plate 48 at the side of the footwear, by controlling 
the loWer string end knot 18. However, the strings end knot 18 
positioned in the instep of the footWear according to the 
frequency at Which a Wearer uses the footWear is more and 
more rigidly tightened. In the case of desiring the adjustment 
of the string, the string is not easily untied, to thereby make 
the user embarrassed. 

[0075] Therefore, the adjuster 25 shoWn in FIG. 4 can be 
regarded as a string length adjustment unit Which can substi 
tute for the loWer string knot 18. The adjuster 25 includes a 
button 26 controlling the length of the string and a body in 
Which string end parts 17a and 17b can be loaded and 
unloaded. On top of the body are provided a ?xing latch 27a 
?xing the adjuster 25 to the instep and a ?xing ring 27b Which 
is positioned in the middle of the instep cover. 
[0076] Therefore, as shoWn in FIG. 4, the adjuster 25 is 
used for the ?nal step of installation of the footWear string 17, 
in Which immediately after the string end portions 17a and 
17b have passed through the ?fth eyelets 15a and 15b in the 
upper portion of the footWear, the string is pulled out and 
?xed as far as the string is strained and fastened through the 
entrance and exit of the body at the state Where the string 
control button 26 of the adjuster 25 has been raised upWards. 
The ?xing latch 27a and the ?xing ring 27b Which are posi 
tioned in the upper portion of the body make the adjuster 25 
not move to the left and right according to the balance of the 
poWer When pulling the string annular portions 19a and 19b. 
The adjuster 25 playing a role of an accessory can be exposed 
to the outside of the double instep cover 21 according to the 
taste of a user. 

[0077] As shoWn in FIG. 5, a case type string end ?xture 28 
can be used as the adjuster 25 Which is presented as an 
alternative of the loWer string end knot 18. That is, the pulling 
string annular portions 19a and 19b are formed at the upper 
most eyelets, and the strings 17a and 17b having passed 
through the ?fth eyelets 15a and 15b via the third eyelets 13a 
and 13b toWards the bottom of the loWermost eyelets are 
laterally connected and directly ?xed to the ?xing case With 
out forming the knot 18. The ?xture 28 includes pressers 29a 
and 29b ?xing the ends of the string 17 and locking units 4111 
and 41b Which can open and close the lid of the case, as shoWn 
in FIG. 6. A space receiving a part of the string 17 is provided 
in the inside of the case. Protrusions 42 are provided in both 
the ends of the outside of the case, Which control movement of 
the ?xture 28 positioned betWeen the instep strands at the ?fth 
eyelet 15a and 15b. That is, When pulling the string annular 
portions 19a and 19b from the top, the ?xture 28 moves to the 
left and right according to the balance of the poWer, to thus 
prevent the ?xture 28 from being pushed into the inside of the 
instep strands. Moreover, at least one character and at least 
one motif or pattern can be put on the outer surface of the 
?xture case. It is possible to bring an effect Which emphasiZes 
simplicity on a Wearer and control the length of the string 17 
at least. 

[0078] The conventional footWear of rapidly tying a string 
shoWn in FIG. 20, has a problem that the latches 1011 Which 
are located in the upper portions of the left and right sides of 
the footWear are exposed to thus cause the danger of damage 
and injury. 
[0079] The use of the hooks formed on the latch 10a and the 
ring portions located at the end of the fastening ring in the 
fastening unit according to the present invention may be 
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oppositely modi?ed into a cover type fastening locker 43 to 
avoid the danger of damage and injury. The fastening units 
shoWn in FIGS. 7A to 7C include a fastening locker 43 and a 
fastening plate 48, respectively. The fastening locker 43 
includes a detachable ring 47, an expansion band 46, and a 
handle 44. The detachable ring 47 is formed of a curved 
surface so that a string can smoothly ?oW back and forth. 
Vanes are formed on the side of the detachable ring 47 so as to 
be easily ?tted into the pulling string annular portions 19a and 
19b. Simultaneously, as shoWn in FIG. 7B, tWo or more 
detachable rings 47a and 47b having vanes Which can alloW 
the string to come in and out to adjust the length of the pulling 
string annular portions can be attached to the fastening locker 
43. A ?tting nail 45 is installed at the center of the handle 44 
connected With the expansion band 46. The fastening plate 48 
Which is paired With the fastening locker 43 has a linear body 
on Which a plurality of ?tting holes 49 are bent and cut. The 
?tting holes 49 have a tilt angle of 45° so that the ?tted nail 45 
Would not be easily pulled out. 
[0080] In the fastening unit, a Wearer pulls the pulling string 
annularportions 19a and 19b in order to put on a footWear and 
tightens the string 17 appropriately, and ?ts the fastening 
locker 43 into the ?tting holes 49 of the fastening plate 48. In 
this case, the fastening locker 43 can be selectively ?tted into 
the plurality of the bent ?tting holes 49. Here, the fastening 
locker 43 is fastened over the fastening plate 48 While cover 
ing the fastening plate 48, to thereby protect the protruded 
fastening plate 48. HoWever, the above-described fastening 
unit may cause a burden to persons Who make intense exer 
cises. An instep strap cover 50 is provided as a protection unit 
for protecting the fastening unit as shoWn in FIG. 8, to thereby 
cover the Whole fastening unit exposed to the footWear side. 

[0081] The Width range using the instep strap cover 50 is 
from the side portion of the upper eyelet to the upper portion 
of the heel of the footWear. A su?icient space is provided in 
the longitudinal up-and-doWn portion from the end of the 
upper instep strand of the footWear side portion to the bottom 
of the fastening unit. Here, the instep strap cover 50 and the 
end of the instep strand of the footWear side are integrally 
connected With each other. An elasticity board 5011 Which is a 
little bit longer than the horiZontal length of the instep strap 
cover 50 is built in the inside of the fastening unit. The 
embedded elasticity board 5011 is longer than the Width of the 
instep strand cover 50 and thus inserted into the inside thereof 
in a bent or curved state 50b or 500. When the instep strap 
cover 50 is pulled up toWard the upper portion 50b or is 
covered doWnWards at the loWer portion 500, the elasticity 
board 5011 is bent to play a role of a spring, so that the instep 
strap cover is rigidly opened and closed. A groove is formed 
in the footWear lateral portion Where the instep strap cover 50 
is positioned to thereby give amore gap. The instep strap 
cover 50 perfectly protects the fastening unit. 
[0082] FIGS. 9 through 11 shoWs a footWear according to a 
second embodiment of the present invention. In this embodi 
ment, the fastening mechanism and the structure of the string 
is the same as those of the ?rst embodiment of the present 
invention. Here, the pulling string annular portions 39a and 
39b are formed on the footWear top, and ends of the string 37 
passing through the ?fth eyelets 35a and 35b from the upper 
end via the intermediate eyelets 33a and 33b so as to be 
crossed in an X-shape are made to be formed into the string 
end knot 18 or are ?xed by means of an adjuster or a ?xture. 
HoWever, the footWear does not have any knot 18 in the loWer 
portion of the footWear, as shoWn in FIG. 9. 














