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STORAGE AND ACTIVATION OF MOBILE 
PHONE COMPONENTS 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field ofUse 
[0002] The device and method subject of this disclosure 
pertains to improving the ef?ciency of mobile phones used in 
conjunction With Wireless components such as microphones 
and audio components. 
[0003] 2. RelatedArt 
[0004] Mobile phones are knoWn and are of increasing 
popularity. They are noW vieWed as a necessity by many 
people. Mobile phone users are being encouraged to use the 
phones in a “hands free” mode, particularly When operating a 
car. In deed this is required by the laW in many locations. 
What this means is that the user Wears an ear piece that alloW 
him/her to hear the telephone conversation and a microphone 
to speak and participate in the telephone conversation Without 
having to use a hand to hold a mobile phone to the user’s ear. 
[0005] What has become increasingly popular are Blue 
tooth Wireless earpieces and microphones that are operated in 
conjunction With the user’s mobile phone. Other Wireless 
technologies are available. For example there are Wireless 
USB ports, ZigBee, UWB and Wi-Fi netWorks. These and 
other technologies are Within the scope of this invention. 
Hands free use is encouraged Without Wires betWeen the 
user’s ear and the mobile phone. 
[0006] Utilization or activation of a Wireless earpiece 
device, e.g., Bluetooth, can be time consuming or cumber 
some. For example, to activate a Bluetooth unit used With a 
Blackberry 7100, the user has to use the folloWing procedure: 

[0007] a. Start With the Blackberry Main Screen; 
[0008] b. Scroll to settings and select “Options”; 
[0009] c. Scroll to Bluetooth and select; 
[0010] d. Look for Bluetooth device in “Paired Devices” 
and select if it has been paired already, if not folloW the 
next steps; 

[0011] e. Click once on the scroll button; 
[0012] f. A menu Will appear With several options, select 
“Add Device”; 

[0013] g. The phone Will search for a neW Bluetooth 
device and Will notify user if it ?nds or doesn’t ?nd a neW 
device. 

[0014] h. If the search ?nds the user’s Bluetooth it Will 
ask the user to con?rm if he/ she Wants to add to pair 
devices and then the user should see it in the list of pair 
devices and the user Will be able to select it. 

[0015] i. If the search for neW Bluetooth earpiece devices 
does not shoW the device, the user can select to Search 
again and again. If that does not Work the user must 
“play” With the Bluetooth device until it sends a signal to 
be picked up by the mobile phone. This process can take 
several minutes or hours and can become very frustrat 
mg. 

[0016] j. Once the phone has been paired, to the Blue 
tooth earpiece, the phone might pick-up the Bluetooth 
earpiece When it is turned on. This might or might not 
happen depending on hoW close the phone is to the 
Bluetooth Earpiece, interference, etc. 

[0017] k. To deactivate the Bluetooth Device, the user 
must go through the same process except for pairing the 
device. 

[0018] To activate a Bluetooth device in a Samsung D807 
the user needs to go through the folloWing steps. 
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[0019] a. Start in Main Screen; 
[0020] b. Go to “Settings”; 
[0021] c. Scroll doWn to the “Bluetooth Menu”; 
[0022] d. From Bluetooth Menu select “Turn Bluetooth 

On”; 
[0023] e. Once Bluetooth is On, go to “My Devices”; 
[0024] f. The user must look at the Bluetooth devices in 
My Devices and select his/her devices, if it has been 
paired already. If the device has not been pair, the user 
must folloW the next steps; 

[0025] g. Select the Search NeW Device; 
[0026] h. The phone Will search for neW Bluetooth 

devices and Will notify the user if it ?nds or doesn’t ?nd 
neW devices; 

[0027] i. If the search ?nds the user’s Bluetooth it Will 
ask the user to con?rm the addition of the pair-devices 
and then user should see it in the list of pair devices and 
the user Will be able to select it. 

[0028] j. If the search for neW Bluetooth devices does not 
shoW user’s device, the user can select to Search again 
and again. If that does not Work, the user must “play” 
With the Bluetooth device until it sends a signal to be 
picked up by the mobile phones. This process can take 
several minutes or hours and can get very frustrating. 

[0029] k. Once the phone has been paired the Bluetooth 
earpiece, the phone might pick-up the Bluetooth ear 
piece When is turned on. This might or might not happen 
depending on hoW close the phone is to the Bluetooth 
Earpiece, interference, etc. 

[0030] 1. To deactivate the Bluetooth device the user must 
go through the same process except for pairing the 
device. 

[0031] The above listing of steps are merely examples. 
Other mobile phones have the same issues to greater or lesser 
extent. 

[0032] The term Bluetooth is used herein for equipment 
meeting the speci?cations of Bluetooth Special Interest 
Group (SIG) or IEEE 80215.1. 
[0033] There is currently signi?cant time and attention 
required to activate a Wireless device for use With a mobile 
phone. This discourages the use of these devices, particularly 
When the user is using a mobile phone While driving. It Would 
be desirable to have a method and device for quickly activat 
ing Wireless components to a mobile phone. 
[0034] The existing technology is also scaling doWn the 
siZe and Weight of mobile phone ear pieces. This includes 
both microphones and audio components. While this is a 
positive development, it is also causing increased instances of 
lost or damaged components. It Would be desirable to have a 
convenient and secure location for storing these components. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

[0035] The device subject of this disclosure includes a 
Wireless microphone and audio device (earpiece) stored With 
a mobile device, e.g., mobile phone, and activated When 
detached from the phone. The earpiece ?ts to a holder com 
ponent on a mobile phone case. There may be electrical 
components establishing electrical communication betWeen 
the mobile phone and the stored Wireless earpiece for charg 
ing the Wireless microphone and audio device. A sWitch 
mechanism may be activated by removal of the Wireless 
microphone and audio device from the cell phone holder 
component. The earpiece is activated by the sWitch. The 
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Wireless microphone and audio device system is deactivated 
by returning the earpiece to a storage holder on the mobile 
phone case. 

SUMMARY OF DRAWINGS 

[0036] The accompanying draWings, Which are incorpo 
rated in and constitute a part of the speci?cation, illustrate 
embodiments of the invention. These draWings, together With 
the general description of the invention given above and the 
detailed description of the embodiments, i.e., examples, 
given beloW, serve to explain the principles of the invention. 
[0037] FIG. 1 illustrates a front vieW of a generic mobile 
phone 
[0038] FIG. 2 illustrates a side vieW of a mobile phone 
containing a storage compartment for a Wireless earpiece. 
[0039] FIG. 3 illustrates back vieW of the mobile phone 
Wherein the earpiece storage compartment is shoWn by phan 
tom lines. 

[0040] FIG. 4 illustrates the front vieW of the mobile phone 
illustrating a Wireless earpiece docked to the charger of the 
mobile phone. 
[0041] FIG. 5 illustrates a side perspective of the mobile 
With the Wireless earpiece. 
[0042] FIG. 6 illustrates a back vieW of the mobile phone 
case With the stored Wireless earpiece. 
[0043] FIG. 7 illustrates the inner portion of the earpiece 
storage compartment, including a cradle With an electronic 
poWer charger and docking cradle (holder component). 
[0044] FIG. 8 is a top vieW of a mobile phone With attached 
Wireless earpiece. 
[0045] FIG. 9 illustrates a bottom vieW of the mobile phone 
and attached Wireless earpiece. 
[0046] FIG. 10 illustrates an additional back vieW of the 
mobile phone With the Wireless earpiece in a detached posi 
tion. Also illustrated is the holder component. The earpiece 
storage compartment is shoWn in phantom lines. 
[0047] FIG. 11 illustrates a top vieW of the mobile phone 
With the Wireless earpiece in an attached position. 
[0048] FIG. 12 illustrates the back side of the mobile phone 
With the attached Wireless earphone. Also illustrated is the 
battery compartment 
[0049] FIGS. 13 and 14 illustrate the mobile device With a 
detachable Bluetooth earpiece. 
[0050] FIG. 15 illustrates the Wireless direct connection 
betWeen the mobile phone and earpiece. 
[0051] FIG. 16 illustrates a Mobile Device and Wireless 
Earpiece Recognition and Synchronization. 
[0052] FIG. 17 illustrates a state diagram of a link control 
ler. 
[0053] FIG. 18 illustrates an overvieW diagram for a con 
nection setup. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION 

[0054] While this apparatus disclosed herein is susceptible 
of embodiments in many different forms, there is shoWn in the 
draWings and Will herein be described in detail embodiments 
With the understanding that the present disclosure is to be 
considered as an exempli?cation of the principles of the dis 
closure and these examples are not intended to limit its broad 
aspect. The above general description and the folloWing 
detailed description are merely illustrative and additional 
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modes, advantages and particulars Will be readily suggested 
to those skilled in the art Without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the invention. 
[0055] In one embodiment, a component comprising a 
Wireless microphone and audio component (hereinafter 
“Wireless earpiece” or “earpiece”) are stored on or Within the 
case of a mobile device. The microphone electronically 
ampli?es and transmits the user’s voice. The audio compo 
nent ampli?es and transmits sounds transmitted to the mobile 
device. 
[0056] The mobile device, (hereinafter “mobile phone” or 
“mobile device”) may comprise a mobile phone or cellular 
phone, PDA (personal data assistant), Watch, MP3/MP4 
player, Laptop/mini-Laptop personal computing devices, etc. 
[0057] The storage mechanism may be a portion of the 
exterior case molded to accept a subcomponent of the Wire 
less earpiece. For example, many earpieces have a clip sub 
component that ?ts over the user’s ear similar to eyeglasses. 
Such a curved and relatively slender subcomponent could be 
“snapped” into a complementary dimensioned portion of the 
mobile device housing, i.e., a snap holder. 
[0058] In another embodiment, the mobile device case may 
utiliZe a ?exible strap to fasten the earpiece to the case. 
[0059] The con?guration of the earpiece may facilitate a 
different subcomponent being used as the point of attachment 
to a mobile device case. For example, the extended portion 
holding the microphone may be more suitable for attachment 
to the mobile device case. 

[0060] In yet another embodiment, the earpiece ?ts into a 
holder component (also termed “cradle component”) of the 
mobile device case. The holder component can include elec 
trical contacts that communicate With the batteries of the 
earpiece. The interruption of this connection by removal of 
the earpiece can also activate the earpiece “on”. This inter 
ruption can also serve to activate components of the phone for 
searching for and pairing With the earpiece. 
[0061] The holder component may also provide a protec 
tion function. The earpiece can be held in position relative to 
the mobile device case that desired subcomponents of the 
earpiece are less likely to be damaged during handling and 
transport. 
[0062] The protective advantage may be particularly attrac 
tive for storage Within the mobile phone case or housing. 
[0063] In one embodiment of the invention, batteries Within 
the Wireless earpiece may be recharged While stored With the 
mobile device. In one embodiment, the Wireless earpiece is 
recharged through the above mentioned electrical contacts 
using the mobile device charger connected to an AC circuit. 
[0064] In one embodiment, the earpiece is activated “on” 
When removed or detached from the storage component of the 
mobile device case. The earpiece is similarly deactivated 
When reattached to the device case. 
[0065] FIG. 1 illustrates the front of a common mobile 
phone. Illustrated are the phone keypad 101, electrical con 
nections for recharging the phone battery 102, a poWer “on/ 
off” sWitch 103, and LCD screen 104, a camera 105, and 
volume control buttons 106. 
[0066] FIG. 2 illustrates a side vieW of the same phone. The 
location of the key pad 101 and LCD screen 104 are refer 
enced as being on the front. Also illustrated is a cradle com 
ponent 107 Which may be used to hold the earpiece. The 
storage area 108 for the earpiece is also illustrated. 
[0067] FIG. 3 illustrates the reverse or back side of the 
mobile phone. FIG. 3 depicts the volume control buttons 106, 
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the electronic connectors 109 as part of the earpiece cradle 
110, the removable storage cover 111, the mobile phone 
battery storage area 112 and the phone charger connectors 
102. 
[0068] FIG. 4 illustrates the same or similar mobile phone 
of FIG. 1. Also illustrated is an earpiece 113 attached or 
docked to the phone charger. Also illustrated are the keypad 
101, poWer connector 102, on/off sWitch 103 and volume 
control 106. Additionally, the camera 105 and screen 104 are 
displayed. FIG. 5 is a side vieW of the mobile phone shoWing 
the placement of the earpiece 202 Within the storage compart 
ment 108 and mounted on the earpiece cradle component. 
Also shoWn is the earpiece handle 201. FIG. 6 illustrates a 
rear vieW of the mobile phone shoWing the earpiece 202 
stored in the storage compartment 108. Also illustrated is a 
handle like component 201 of the earpiece Which facilitates 
the user removing the earpiece from the cradle component or 
to push the earpiece into the storage compartment onto the 
cradle component. 
[0069] FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW ofrear or back compo 
nents of the mobile phone. ShoWn in detail is the cradle 
component 107 containing the electronic charger connection 
113 to recharge the earpiece from the phone battery. The 
cradle component holds the earpiece. In the embodiment 
shoWn, the earpiece is inserted doWn 211 into the cradle and 
conversely lifted up 212 and out of the cradle. Also shoWn is 
the storage space 108 for holding the earpiece. 
[0070] FIG. 8 illustrates a top vieW of an embodiment of the 
mobile phone. Illustrated is the location of the key pad 101 
and LED screen 104, earpiece cradle 107 and charger. Also 
shoWn is the storage space 108 Which can accommodate 
multiple types and siZes of earpieces. 
[0071] FIG. 9 illustrates a bottom 151 ofan embodiment of 
the mobile phone used With the Wireless earpiece. Again the 
location of the front keypad 101 and LED screen 104 is 
marked. 
[0072] FIG. 10 illustrates the insertion 211 and removal 
212 of the Wireless earpiece 202 into the storage space 108 
and cradle 107 contained in the back of a mobile phone. The 
cradle is illustrated With electronic components 113 that can 
place the earpiece in electrical communication With the 
mobile phone batteries or re-charger, e.g., phone re-charger. 
Also illustrated is the component 203 of the earpiece that is 
placed behind the user’s ear When in use. The tab holder 201 
for removing and inserting is also illustrated. 
[0073] FIG. 11 illustrates a top vieW of the mobile phone 
shoWing the earpiece 202 held in the storage area 111 at the 
rear of the mobile phone. In this vieW, the cradle component 
is not shoWn. The location of LCD screen 104 and phone key 
pad 101 is indicated. 
[0074] FIG. 12 illustrates an embodiment of the mobile 
phone case Wherein the earpiece is stored behind a cover 121 
at the rear of the phone. The tab holder of the earpiece 201 is 
visible. There is a similar cover 122 for the storage of the 
phone batteries. The location of the mobile phone volume 
control buttons 106 are marked. Similarly the location of the 
mobile phone poWer “on/ off ’ buttons 103 are also marked. 
[0075] FIG. 13 illustrates an embodiment of the interface 
betWeen the earpiece 202 and the mobile phone components. 
The earpiece comprises a speaker, a controller, e.g., Blue 
tooth controller, a microphone and a poWer unit, e.g., battery. 
The components of the mobile phone (mobile device) include 
a mobile device poWer unit 170, e.g., battery. FIG. 13 shoWs 
the poWer unit of the mobile phone interconnected With the 
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poWer unit of the earpiece. Other components of the mobile 
phone are the mobile phone I/O controller 171, mobile phone 
display 172, earpiece controller (Bluetooth), mobile phone 
antenna unit 174 and mobile device master controller 179. 
[0076] FIG. 14 illustrates the same combination of compo 
nents but With the earpiece detached from the mobile phone. 
In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 13 and 14, the earpiece 
is a Bluetooth unit. 
[0077] FIG. 15 illustrates the earpiece-phone connection. It 
is a direct connection With no intermediary device. In one 
embodiment, the mobile phone 170 Will be factory paired 
With a particular Wireless earpiece 202 to eliminate the need 
for pairing these devices by the user. By having them factory 
designed and programmed, i.e., factory paired, it Will assure 
that the softWare and hardWare are truly compatible and Will 
facilitate the continuous synchronization, recognition and 
communication betWeen each other. 
[0078] FIG. 16 illustrates the earpiece activation sequence 
Wherein the ?rst step (Step 1) is a determination of Whether 
the earpiece is attached to the mobile device, i.e., mobile 
phone. In one embodiment, this determination can be made 
by the absence of electrical contact betWeen the electrical 
components of the cradle and the earpiece. If not attached, the 
“mobile device controller” turns on the earpiece (Step 2) and 
the mobile device controller locates and pairs the Wireless 
earpiece (Step 3). If the Wireless earpiece is attached to the 
mobile device, the mobile device, i.e., mobile phone, turns off 
the Wireless communication function (Step 4). 
[0079] FIG. 17 illustrates the state diagram of the link con 
troller. The diagram illustrates three major states: standby 
401, connection 402 and park 403. In addition there are four 
substates, page 404, page scan 405, inquiry 406 and inquiry 
scan 407. The substates are interim states that are used to 
establish the connection and to enable the device discovery 
betWeen the mobile device and Wireless earpiece. 
[0080] The park state 403 is the default state in the mobile 
device. In this state, the Wireless earpiece is connected to the 
mobile device. In the park state, the Wireless earpiece has 
little or no communications With the mobile device. 
[0081] The controller may leave the park state once the 
Wireless earpiece has been detached from the mobile device. 
[0082] The standby state 401 is the state in Which the 
mobile device and Wireless earpiece have been activated by 
removal of the Wireless earpiece from the mobile device and 
the Wireless earpiece is aWaiting communications from the 
mobile phone. 
[0083] The controller may leave the standby state to scan 
for page or inquiry messages, or to page or inquiry itself. 

[0084] In the connection state 402, the signal connection 
betWeen the mobile device and Wireless earpiece has been 
established and data can be sent back and forth. The connec 
tion state starts When the controller identi?es the separation of 
the Wireless earpiece from the mobile device, and the mobile 
device has sent a packet of data to the earpiece. The Wireless 
earpiece Will respond by sending a packet back con?rming 
the pairing information. 
[0085] If the mobile device, e.g., mobile phone, does not 
receive the response packet for the Wireless earpiece, both 
devices Will return to page/page scan 404, 405 substates. The 
?rst information packets in the connection state contain con 
trol messages that characteriZe the link and give more details 
regarding the mobile phone. Then the transfer of user infor 
mation can start by alternately transmitting and receiving 
packets. 






