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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method (200, 300, 400) of communicating an IPv6 packet 
(120) over an IPv4 based network (102). The method can 
include receiving the IPv6 packet to be communicated to a 
remote unit (104), encapsulating the IPv6 packet in an IPv4 
transition packet (122), and communicating the IPv4 transi 
tion packet to an IPv4 MVPN (114) server con?gured to 
communicate the packet to the remote unit via infrastructure 
of an IPv4 radio access network. Another aspect of the present 
invention relates to a method of processing an IPv6 packet 
received over an IPv4 based network. The method can include 
receiving from an MVPN server an IPv4 formatted packet 
that is being communicated to a remote unit, and removing 
from the packet at least one IPv4 header to result in the packet 
being formatted in accordance with IPv6. 
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COMBINING MOBILE VPN AND INTERNET 
PROTOCOL 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 
[0002] The present invention generally relates to commu 
nications systems and, more particularly, to communications 
systems which communicate using the Internet Protocol. 
[0003] 2. Background of the Invention 
[0004] The Internet Protocol (IP) is a network layer proto 
col that provides unique global computer addressing on a 
packet switched communications inter-network, such as the 
Internet, thereby enabling two communication devices com 
municating over the inter-network to uniquely identify one 
another. Version 4 of the Internet Protocol (IPv4) is the fourth 
iteration of Internet Protocol, but is the ?rst version of the 
protocol to be widely deployed. Apart from IPv6, IPv4 is the 
only network layer protocol used on the Internet. 
[0005] IPv4 uses 32-bit (4-byte) addresses, which limits the 
number of possible unique IP addresses to approximately 4.3 
billion. With the current global population approaching 7 
billion people, the IPv4 address space is not adequate to 
assign a unique IP address to every living person. Thus, as use 
of the Internet continues to expand throughout the world, the 
number of IP addresses available using IPv4 soon will be 
consumed and an IPv4 address shortage appears to be inevi 
table. 
[0006] The address limitation inherent in IPv4 has helped 
stimulate the push towards IPv6, which uses 128-bit (16 
byte) addresses. This provides enough room for approxi 
mately 3.4><l038 unique addresses, which should provide 
adequate address space for the foreseeable future. 
[0007] The migration from IPv4 to IPv6 is multifaceted and 
non-trivial, however. Indeed, for some time IPv4 and IPv6 
will co-exist and devices con?gured to communicate with one 
another using IPv6 may ?nd themselves separated by infra 
structure that exclusively supports IPv4. Thus, there exists a 
need to enable IPv6 devices to communicate over an IPv4 
network. Some solutions have been proposed to address this 
need, but such solutions are ine?icient, insecure, or do not 
adequately accommodate the ever expanding mobile commu 
nications environment. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] The present invention relates to a method of com 
municating an IPv6 packet over an IPv4 based network. The 
method can include receiving the IPv6 packet to be commu 
nicated to a remote unit, encapsulating the IPv6 packet in an 
IPv4 transition packet, and communicating the IPv4 transi 
tion packet to an IPv4 mobile VPN (MVPN) server con?g 
ured to communicate the packet to the remote unit via infra 
structure of an IPv4 radio access network. 

[0009] Another aspect of the present invention relates to a 
method of processing an IPv6 packet received over an IPv4 
based network. The method can include receiving from an 
MVPN server an IPv4 formatted packet that is being commu 
nicated to a remote unit, and removing from the packet at least 
one IPv4 header to result in the packet being formatted in 
accordance with IPv6. 
[0010] The present invention also relates to a method of 
communicating an IPv6 packet over an IPv4 based network, 
which can include receiving from a transition gateway an 
IPv6 packet to be communicated to a remote unit, appending 
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to the packet a mobile VPN (MVPN) tunnel header formatted 
in accordance with IPv4, and communicating the IPv6 packet 
to the remote unit via infrastructure of an IPv4 radio access 
network. 
[0011] Another aspect of the present invention relates to a 
method of communicating an IPv6 packet, which includes 
receiving from a remote unit an IPv4 packet via infrastructure 
of an IPv4 radio access network. The IPv4 packet can include 
an encapsulated IPv6 packet. A mobile VPN (MVPN) tunnel 
header formatted in accordance with IPv4 can be removed 
from the IPv4 packet to un-encapsulate the IPv6 packet from 
the IPv4 packet. The IPv6 packet then can be communicated 
to a transition gateway. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0012] Various embodiments of the present invention will 
be described below in more detail, with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 
[0013] FIG. 1 depicts a communications system that is 
useful for understanding the present invention; 
[0014] FIG. 2 is a diagram that depicts a packet tunneling 
implementation that is useful for understanding the present 
invention; 
[0015] FIG. 3 is a diagram that depicts another packet tun 
neling implementation that is useful for understanding the 
present invention; 
[0016] FIG. 4 is a diagram that depicts another packet tun 
neling implementation that is useful for understanding the 
present invention; 
[0017] FIG. 5 is a ?owchart presenting a method of prepar 
ing a system to receive an IPv6 multicast over an IPv4 unicast 
tunnel, which is useful for understanding the present inven 
tion; 
[0018] FIG. 6 is a ?owchart presenting a method of com 
municating an IPv6 multicast over an IPv4 unicast tunnel, 
which is useful for understanding the present invention; 
[0019] FIG. 7 is a ?owchart presenting a method of prepar 
ing a system to receive an IPv6 multicast over an IPv4 mul 
ticast tunnel, which is useful for understanding the present 
invention; and 
[0020] FIG. 8 is a ?owchart presenting a method of com 
municating an IPv6 multicast over an IPv4 multicast tunnel, 
which is useful for understanding the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0021] While the speci?cation concludes with claims 
de?ning features of the invention that are regarded as novel, it 
is believed that the invention will be better understood from a 
consideration of the description in conjunction with the draw 
ings. As required, detailed embodiments of the present inven 
tion are disclosed herein; however, it is to be understood that 
the disclosed embodiments are merely exemplary of the 
invention, which can be embodied in various forms. There 
fore, speci?c structural and functional details disclosed 
herein are not to be interpreted as limiting, but merely as a 
basis for the claims and as a representative basis for teaching 
one skilled in the art to variously employ the present invention 
in virtually any appropriately detailed structure. Further, the 
terms and phrases used herein are not intended to be limiting 
but rather to provide an understandable description of the 
invention. 
[0022] The present invention relates to a method and a 
system that enables Internet Protocol version 6 (IPv6) devices 
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to e?iciently communicate over an Internet Protocol version 
4 (IPv4) radio access network using a mobile virtual private 
network (MVPN) tunnel. Moreover, such devices can com 
municate IPv6 multicasts over the IPv4 radio access network, 
over both IPv4 unicast tunnels and IPv4 multicast tunnels. 

[0023] FIG. 1 depicts a communications system 100 that is 
useful for understanding the present invention. The commu 
nications system 100 can include a communications network 
102 which supports an IPv4 network layer. The communica 
tions network 102 may comprise any suitable network infra 
structure, for example a wide area network (WAN), such as 
the Internet, the World Wide Web, a cellular communications 
network, a public switched telephone network (PSTN), and 
the like. Other examples of suitable network infrastructure 
may include, but are not limited to, a radio access network 
(RAN), a local area network (LAN), a metropolitan area 
network (MAN), a WiFi network, a Mesh network, a public 
safety network (e.g. Astro, TETRA, HPD, etc) and/or any 
other networks or systems over which communication signals 
can be propagated. In that regard, the communications net 
work 102 can include wired and/or wireless communication 
links. 
[0024] The communications network 102 can be con?g 
ured to communicate data via IEEE 802 wireless communi 
cations, for example, 802.11 and 802.16 (WiMAX), 3 G, 4 G, 
WPA, WPA2, GSM, TDMA, CDMA, WCDMA, OFDM, 
direct wireless communication, or any other communications 
format. Indeed, the communications network 102 can be 
implemented in accordance with any suitable communica 
tions standards, protocols, and/ or architectures, or a suitable 
combination of such standards, protocols, and/or architec 
tures. 

[0025] The system 100 also can include at least one remote 
unit 104 con?gured to communicate via a communications 
network using the IPv6 network layer protocol. The remote 
unit 104 can be, for instance, a mobile station (eg a mobile 
telephone, a mobile radio, a mobile computer, a mobile 
router, a personal digital assistant, or the like), a computer, a 
wireless gaming device, an access terminal, a subscriber sta 
tion, user equipment, or any other device suitably con?gured 
to communicate via an IPv6 communications network. As 
such, the remote unit 104 can comprise one or more proces 
sors/ controllers, one or more network adapters/transceivers, 
and/ or other suitable components. 

[0026] In one arrangement, the remote unit 104 can wire 
lessly access the communications network via a transceiver 
106 that is part of the infrastructure of a radio access network, 
for instance an IPv4 radio access network. The transceiver 
106 can be a component of an access point, a base transceiver 
station, a repeater, or any other radio access network node that 
provides wireless access to the communications network 102. 
In another arrangement, the remote unit 104 can connect to 
the transceiver 106 via a mobile router 108. The mobile router 
108 can be a mobile network controller, although the inven 
tion is not limited in this regard and the mobile router 108 can 
be any device that supports a communication linkbetween the 
remote unit 104 and the transceiver 106. The remote unit 104 
can communicate with the mobile router 108 via a wired or a 
wireless communication link. In one arrangement, the mobile 
router 108 and the remote unit 104 may be components of a 
LAN or an IP sub-network. 

[0027] The system 100 can include a correspondent node 
110 with which the remote unit 104 may communicate. The 
correspondent node 110 can be another remote unit, an appli 
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cation server, a terminal, or any other network node suitable 
for communicating with the remote unit 104. In an arrange 
ment in which the correspondent node 110 is an application 
server, the correspondent node 110 can provide applications 
and services that are available to the remote unit 104. 
Examples of such applications and services can include, but 
are not limited to, communication services, messaging ser 
vices, download services, global positioning services, gam 
ing applications, and so on. 
[0028] The system 100 also can include a mobile virtual 
private network (MVPN) server 114. The MVPN server 114 
can be con?gured to support mobile virtual private network 
ing over the communications network 102 using the IPv4 
network layer protocol. For example, the MVPN server 114 
can support an IPv4 MVPN tunnel 116 established between 
itself and the remote unit 104 or the mobile router 108. The 
IPv4 MVPN tunnel 116 can comprise a VPN security tunnel 
nested within a mobility tunnel. The IPv4 MVPN tunnel 116 
can be a unicast tunnel or a multicast tunnel. 

[0029] A transition gateway 118 can be provided to con?g 
ure packets 120 communicated in accordance with IPv6, for 
instance those packets received from the correspondent node 
110, such that the packets 120 can be communicated via the 
IPv4 communications network 102. The transition gateway 
118 may or may not be collocated with the MVPN server 114. 
In an arrangement in which the MVPN server 114 and the 
transition gateway 118 are not collocated, the transition gate 
way 118 can encapsulate the IPv6 packets 120 into IPv4 
transitionpackets (hereinafter “transition packets”) 122 using 
an IPv6 to IPv4 transition header. As used herein, an IPv6 to 
IPv4 transition header is a header that may be appended to an 
IPv6 packet, but is formatted in accordance with the IPv4 
protocol and includes IPv4 source and destination addresses. 
During such encapsulation, the transition gateway 118 can 
associate the IPv6 destination addresses contained in the 
headers of the packets 120 to corresponding IPv4 addresses. 
[0030] The transition gateway 118 then can forward the 
transition packets 122 to the MVPN server 114, for example 
via an IPv6 transition tunnel 124. As used herein, an IPv6 
transition tunnel is a tunnel over which IPv6 packets can be 
communicated using IPv4 routing schemes. The IPv6 transi 
tion tunnel can be implemented by appending the IPv6 to 
IPv4 transition headers to IPv6 packets 120. In an arrange 
ment in which the MVPN server 114 and the transition gate 
way 118 are collocated, the IPv6 to IPv4 transition header 
may not be required, though it still may be used to provide the 
transition tunnel 124 across the communications network 102 
(eg nested within the IPv4 MVPN tunnel 116). The transi 
tion tunnel 124 can terminate at the mobile router 108, at the 
network node containing the transceiver 106, or elsewhere. 
[0031] Just as the transition gateway can encapsulate the 
IPv6 packets 120, the mobile router 108 (or the remote unit 
104) also can encapsulate IPv6 packets 126 into IPv4 packets 
128 using an IPv6 to IPv4 transition header. For example, the 
mobile router 108 can correlate the IPv6 source and destina 
tion addresses contained in the headers of the packets 126 to 
corresponding IPv4 addresses. The mobile router 108 also 
can forward the encapsulated packets 128 to the transition 
gateway 118 via the IPv6 transition tunnel. 
[0032] FIG. 2 is a diagram 200 that depicts a packet tun 
neling implementation that is useful for understanding the 
present invention. In downstream mode, at step 202 the cor 
respondent node 110 can communicate an IPv6 packet 204 to 
the transition gateway 118. The IPv6 packet 204 can include 
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data 206 and an IPv6 packet header 208. The header 208 of 
the IPv6 packet 204 can identify the IPv6 address of the 
correspondent node 110 and the IPv6 address of the remote 
unit 104. For example, the correspondent node 110 can set the 
source (src) attribute of the packet header to the IPv6 address 
of the correspondent node 110, and the destination (dest) 
attribute of the packet header 208 to the IPv6 address of the 
remote unit 104. 

[0033] At step 210 the transition gateway 118 can append 
an IPv6 to IPv4 transition header (hereinafter “transition 
header”) 212 to the IPv6 packet 204 to generate a transition 
packet 214, and communicate the transition packet 214 to the 
MVPN server 114. In one arrangement, a user datagram 
protocol (UDP) header also can be appended to the IPv6 
packet 204, for example if the mobile router and/or remote 
unit are located behind a netWork address translator (NAT). 

[0034] As used herein, the term “append” means to add 
additional information to the packet. The additional informa 
tion can be appended to the beginning of the packet, the end 
of the packet, or in any other suitable location. The content of 
the data 206 and the content of the IPv6 header 208 can 
remain unchanged during the process of appending the tran 
sition header 212 to the IPv6 packet 204, and thus the IPv6 
packet 204 may be referred to as being encapsulated Within 
the appendedpacket, Which also may be referred to as an IPv4 
transition packet, or simply “transition packet” 214. NotWith 
standing, the data 206 and IPv6 header 208 can be encrypted 
in accordance With a suitable tunnel protocol using a crypto 
graphic key. One example of a suitable cryptographic key is a 
public key, and another example is a private key. NotWith 
standing, other cryptographic keys can be used for encryption 
and the invention is not limited in this regard. The transition 
header 212 also may be encrypted, though this not need be the 
case. 

[0035] The transition header 212 can identify the IP address 
of the transition gateWay 118 and the home IP address of the 
mobile router 108, if present. Alternatively, if the remote unit 
104 is linked to the communications system Without the use of 
a mobile router, the transition header 212 can include the 
home IP address of the remote unit 104 in lieu of the mobile 
router home address. In the transition header 212, such 
addresses can be formatted in accordance With IPv4. For 
example, the transition gateWay 118 can set the source 
attribute of the transition header 212 to the IPv4 address of the 
transition gateWay 118 and the destination attribute of the 
transition header 212 to the IPv4 home address of the mobile 
router 108 (or remote unit 104). 
[0036] In an arrangement in Which a mobile router 108 is 
used to link the remote unit 104 to the communications sys 
tem, the transition gateWay 118 can identify the IPv4 home 
address of the mobile router 108 based on the IPv6 address of 
the remote unit 104. For example, the transition gateWay 118 
can select the IPv4 home address of the mobile router 108 
from a data table or data ?le that associates IPv6 addresses of 
remote units With the IPv4 home addresses of their corre 
sponding mobile routers. The data table (or data ?le) can be 
stored on the same equipment as the transition gateWay 118, 
on the same equipment as the MVPN server 114, or on any 
other netWork node that may be accessed by the transition 
gateWay 118. In one arrangement the data table can be static. 
In another arrangement, the data table can be dynamically 
updated When remote units connect or disconnect from 
mobile routers. For instance, the mobile routers can publish or 
otherWise communicate remote unit presence information 
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that may be used to update the data table. In an arrangement 
in Which a mobile netWork pre?x of a mobile router corre 
sponds to a range of IPv6 addresses that may be con?gured by 
remote units associated With the mobile router, the data table 
can be dynamically updated When the mobile routers con?g 
ure or re-con?gure their IPv6 mobile netWork pre?xes. 

[0037] At step 216 the MVPN server 114 can append the 
transition packet 214 received from the transition gateWay 
118 With an Internet Protocol Security (IPsec) encapsulating 
security payload (ESP) 218, an IPsec tunnel header 220 and a 
mobile VPN (MVPN) tunnel header 222, Which together can 
form an MVPN packet 224 that supports an IPv4 MVPN 
tunnel. The IPsec ESP 218 and IPsec tunnel header 220 can 
provide a VPN tunnel in Which the IPv6 transition tunnel may 
be nested, and the MVPN tunnel header 222 can provide a 
mobility tunnel in Which the VPN tunnel may be nested. In an 
arrangement in Which the system includes the mobile router 
108, the MVPN server 114 can forWard the MVPN packet 
224 to the mobile router 108.Altematively, the MVPN packet 
224 can be forWarded directly to the remote unit 104. In 
another arrangement, the MVPN tunnel header 222 further 
can include a UDP header, for example if the mobile router 
and/ or remote unit are located behind an NAT. 

[0038] The IPsec tunnel header 220 can identify the IPv4 
address of the MVPN server 114 and the IPv4 home address 
of the mobile router 108 (if used) or the IPv4 home address of 
the remote unit 104. The MVPN tunnel header 222 also can 
identify the IPv4 address of the MVPN server 114, but rather 
than identifying the home address of the mobile router 108 (or 
remote unit 104), the MVPN tunnel header 222 can identify 
the IPv4 “care of’ address of the mobile router 108 (or remote 
unit 1 04). In this manner, the MVPN tunnel header 222 can be 
used to track the mobile router 108 (or the remote unit 104) if 
it happens to be roaming. 
[0039] Whereas the MVPN server 114 can identify the 
IPv4 home address from the transition header 212, the IPv4 
“care of” address of the mobile router 108 (or remote unit) can 
be selected from a data table or data ?le that associates an 
identi?er, for example an IPv4 home address, to the IPv4 
“care of’ address. The data table (or data ?le) can be stored on 
the same equipment as the MVPN server 114, or on any other 
netWork node that may be accessed by the MVPN server 114. 
The data table can be dynamically updated Whenever the 
mobile router 108 (or remote unit 104) establishes netWork 
presence via a transceiver, for instance during initial netWork 
entry or While roaming. In such an arrangement, the netWork 
nodes With Which the transceivers are associated can publish 
or otherWise communicate mobile router presence informa 
tion that may be used to update the data table. In another 
arrangement, the mobile router itself can publish or otherWise 
communicate its presence information that may be used to 
update the data table, for instance by the Way of Mobile IPv4 
signaling messages to the MVPN server. 

[0040] At step 226 the mobile router 108 can remove the 
transition header 212, the IPsec ESP 218, the IPsec tunnel 
header 220 and the MVPN tunnel header 222 from the MVPN 
packet 224, and perform any authentication and/ or decryption 
that may be required to extract the original IPv6 packet 204 
from the MVPN packet 224. If the packet contains a UDP 
header, such header also can be removed. The mobile router 
108 then can communicate the IPv6 packet 204 to the remote 
unit 104. If the remote unit 104 is not connected to a mobile 
router, the remote unit 104 can perform the removal of the 
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IPsec ESP 218, the IPsec tunnel header 220 and the MVPN 
tunnel header 222, as well as the authentication and/or 
decryption. 
[0041] For upstream mode, the same packets 204,214, 224 
may be generated, but in reverse order. For example, at step 
226 the remote unit can generate the packet 204 and commu 
nicate the packet 204 to the mobile router 108.At step 216, the 
mobile router 108 can encapsulate the packet 204 within the 
packet 224 and add the transition header 212, the IPsec ESP 
218, the IPsec tunnel header 220 and the MVPN tunnel 
header 222. The mobile router 108 then can communicate the 
packet 224 to the MVPN server 114. Of course, if a mobile 
router is not used, the remote unit 104 can encapsulate the 
packet 204 into the packet 224, add the headers 212, 220, 222 
and IPsec ESP 218, and communicate the packet 224 to the 
MVPN server 114. At step 210 the MVPN server can remove 
the IPsec ESP 218, the IPsec tunnel header 220 and the 
MVPN tunnel header 222 from the packet 224 to form the 
transition packet 214, and communicate the transition packet 
214 to the transition gateway 118. Finally, at step 202 the 
transition gateway 118 can remove the transition header 212, 
as well as perform any decryption that may be necessary to 
extract the packet 204, and communicate the packet 204 to the 
correspondence node 110. 
[0042] FIG. 3 is a diagram 300 that depicts another packet 
tunneling implementation that is useful for understanding the 
present invention. In the diagram 300, steps 202 and 210 can 
be performed as previously described for FIG. 2. However, 
because the MVPN server 114 has provided the IPv4 home 
address of the mobile router 108 (or remote unit 104) in the 
IPsec tunnel header 220, the transition header 212 may no 
longer be required to direct the MVPN packet 324 to the 
mobile router 108 or remote unit 104. Thus, at step 216, in 
addition to appending the IPsec ESP 218, the IPsec tunnel 
header 220, the MVPN tunnel header 222 and the UDP 
header (if present), the MVPN server 114 can remove the 
transition header 212 from the transition packet 214 to form 
an MVPN packet 324. 

[0043] In one arrangement, such removal can be performed 
before the IPsec ESP 218, the IPsec tunnel header 220 and the 
MVPN tunnel header 222 are appended to the transition 
packet 214. Thus, the IPsec ESP 218, the IPsec tunnel header 
220 and the MVPN tunnel header 222 can be appended 
directly to the IPv6 packet 204 to form the MVPN packet 324. 
The IPv6 header 208 and/or the data 206 can be decrypted 
before the IPv6 packet 204 is appended, though this need not 
be the case. 

[0044] The IPsec ESP 218, the IPsec tunnel header 220 and 
the MVPN tunnel header 222 of the MVPN packet 324 can be 
used to establish an IPv4 MVPN tunnel without a nested IPv6 
transition tunnel; the IPv6 transition tunnel can terminate at 
the MVPN server 114. Accordingly, at step 226, the mobile 
router 108 (or the remote unit 104) need only remove the 
IPsec ESP 218, the IPsec tunnel header 220 and the MVPN 
tunnel header 222 from the MVPN packet 324, as well as 
perform any applicable authentication and/or decryption, to 
arrive at the original IPv6 packet 204. 
[0045] In a manner similar to that described for FIG. 2, the 
steps presented in FIG. 3 may be performed in reverse order 
for the upstream mode. However, rather than the mobile 
router 108 (or remote unit 104) appending the transition 
header 212 to the MVPN packet 324, the MVPN server 114 
can append the transition header 212 to the MVPN packet 
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324, for example after the IPsec ESP 218, the IPsec tunnel 
header 220 and the MVPN tunnel header 222 have been 
removed. 
[0046] FIG. 4 is a diagram 400 that depicts yet another 
packet tunneling implementation that is useful for under 
standing the present invention. In the diagram 400, steps 202 
and 210 again can be performed as previously described for 
FIG. 2 and FIG. 3. As noted, at step 216, the MVPN server 
114 can remove the transition header 212 from the transition 
packet 214. In this arrangement, however, rather than append 
ing the IPsec tunnel header to the transition packet 214, at step 
216 the MVPN server 114 need only append the IPsec ESP 
218 and MVPN tunnel header 222 to form an MVPN packet 
424. The MVPN tunnel header 222 and the IPsec ESP 218 can 
be used to establish an IPv4 MVPN tunnel, again without a 
nested IPv6 transition tunnel. In an optional arrangement, an 
IPv4 extension header can be appended to the MVPN tunnel 
header 222 to indicate to the mobile router 108 (if used) or the 
remote unit 104 receiving the MVPN packet 424 that the 
IPsec tunnel header is not present, or otherwise has been 
removed, from the MVPN packet 424. 
[0047] If the mobile router 108 is used, the IPv4 care of 
address for the mobile router 108 then can be used to route the 
MVPN packet 424 to the mobile router 108. If a mobile router 
is not used, the IPv4 care of address for the remote unit 104 
can be used to route the MVPN packet 424 to the remote unit 
104. In these arrangements, at step 226 the mobile router 108 
(or remote unit 104) need only remove the IPsec ESP 218 and 
the MVPN tunnel header 222 from the MVPN packet 424, as 
well as perform any applicable authentication and/or decryp 
tion, to arrive at the original IPv6 packet 204. In another 
arrangement, the mobile router 108 (or remote unit 104) also 
can recreate a temporary IPsec tunnel header, using the 
MVPN server address included in the MVPN tunnel header 
222 and the mobile router home address,. The temporary 
IPsec tunnel header can be used to facilitate IPsec processing, 
such as authentication and decryption, on the received MVPN 
packet 424. 
[0048] Further, in a manner similar to that described for 
FIG. 2, the steps presented in FIG. 4 may be performed in 
reverse order for upstream mode. The mobile router 108 (or 
remote unit 104) optionally may append an IPsec tunnel 
header to the IPv6 packet 204, though this is not required. 
[0049] FIG. 5 is a ?owchart presenting a method 500 of 
preparing a system to receive an IPv6 multicast over an IPv4 
unicast tunnel, which is useful for understanding the present 
invention. Beginning at step 502, the mobile router can 
receive an IPv6 multicast listener discovery (MLD) report 
from the remote unit wishing to sub scribe to an IPv6 multicast 
group. The IPv6 MLD report can be received, for example, by 
middleware of the mobile router. In an arrangement in which 
a mobile router is not used, the middleware can be instantiated 
on the remote unit. In this arrangement, the middleware can 
receive the MLD report from an upper layer of the remote 
unit, for example from an application layer or a network layer. 
[0050] At step 504, the mobile router (or remote unit) can 
communicate the IPv6 MLD report to the MVPN server via 
an IPv4 MVPN tunnel, for instance in accordance with a 
tunneling implementation previously described herein. At 
step 506 the MVPN server can maintain mapping data asso 
ciating the mobile router (or remote unit) with the IPv6 mul 
ticast group identi?ed in the MLD report. The MVPN server 
can maintain the mapping data by associating the IPv4 
address of the mobile router (or remote unit) with an identi?er 
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for the IPv6 multicast group. Such association can be main 
tained in a data table or data ?le, or in any other suitable 
manner. 

[0051] At step 508 the MVPN server can join the IPv6 
multicast group. The MVPN server can join the IPv6 multi 
cast groups using any of a variety of suitable techniques. For 
instance the MVPN server can forward the IPv6 MLD report, 
which was received via IPv4 MVPN tunnel, to an IPv6 mul 
ticast router. In another example, the MVPN server can issue 
its own IPv6 MLD report to an IPv6 multicast router. Such 
MLD report can include the IPv6 multicast address contained 
in the MLD report received over the IPv4 MVPN tunnel. In 
another arrangement, the MVPN server can directly join the 
IPv6 multicast group using IPv6 multicast routing protocol 
signaling instead of MLD messages, for instance if the 
MVPN server can itself act as an IPv6 multicast router. In yet 

another arrangement, if the MVPN server is not directly con 
nected to an IPv6 multicast capable network, the MVPN 
server can communicate the MLD report to another network 
entity, as the transition gateway, which has connectivity to an 
IPv6 multicast routing infrastructure and which can trigger 
establishment of the IPv6 multicast branch on behalf of the 
MVPN server. Such MLD report can be communicated, for 
instance, via an IPv4 tunnel. 
[0052] FIG. 6 is a ?owchart presenting a method of com 
municating an IPv6 multicast over an IPv4 unicast tunnel, 
which is useful for understanding the present invention. At 
step 602, the MVPN server can receive multicast data from a 
correspondent node. If, however, the MVPN server has joined 
the IPv6 multicast group through another network entity, the 
MVPN server can receive the IPv6 multicast from the other 
network entity via an IPv4 tunnel. 
[0053] Referring to decision box 604, in an arrangement in 
which the remote unit communicates with the MVPN server 
via a mobile router, at step 606 the MVPN server can access 
the mapping data to identify the mobile router, which has 
been associated with the IPv6 multicast group, and commu 
nicate the multicast data to the mobile router via the IPv4 
MVPN tunnel. At step 608 the mobile router can remove the 
IPv4 MVPN tunnel header(s) to un-encapsulate the IPv6 
multicast data packets prior to communicating such packets 
to the remote unit. To do so, the mobile router can remove any 
of the headers forming the IPv4 MVPN tunnel, such as the 
IPsec ESP, the IPsec tunnel header and the MVPN tunnel 
header, which may include IPv4 header information. Any 
UDP headers which may have been added to the multicast 
data also can be removed. At step 610 the mobile router can 
communicate the multicast to the remote unit. 

[0054] Referring again to decision box 604, if a mobile 
router is not used to link the remote unit to the MVPN server, 
at step 612 the MVPN server can access the mapping data to 
identify the remote unit, which has been associated with the 
IPv6 multicast group, and communicate the multicast data to 
the remote unit via the IPv4 MVPN tunnel. At step 614 the 
remote unit can remove the IPv4 MVPN tunnel header(s) to 
un-encapsulate the IPv6 multicast data packets. Again, to do 
so, the mobile router can remove any of the headers forming 
the IPv4 MVPN tunnel such as the IPsec ESP, the IPsec tunnel 
header, the MVPN tunnel header, as well as a UDP header, if 
present. 
[0055] FIG. 7 is a ?owchart presenting a method of prepar 
ing a system to receive an IPv6 multicast over an IPv4 mul 
ticast tunnel, which is useful for understanding the present 
invention. Beginning at step 702, the mobile router can 
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receive an IPv6 MLD report from the remote unit wishing to 
subscribe to a multicast. The IPv6 MLD report can be 
received, for example, by middleware of the mobile router. At 
step 704 the mobile router can map the IPv6 multicast address 
contained in the MLD report to a corresponding IPv4 multi 
cast address. The mobile router can identify the IPv4 multi 
cast address from a data table or data ?le accessible to the 
mobile router which maintains such mapping information. In 
another arrangement, the mobile router can get the mapping 
information from another entity in the network, for instance 
the MVPN server or the transition gateway. 

[0056] At step 706 the mobile router can generate an Inter 
net Group Management Protocol (IGMP) report for the IPv4 
multicast address, thereby bypassing the MVPN tunnel and 
the MVPN server. In the IGMP report message, the mobile 
router can replace the source address, which may be a home 
address, with a topologically correct “care of” address for the 
mobile router in order to pass any ingress ?ltering mecha 
nisms that may be implemented in the communications sys 
tem. The use of the IGMP report in this manner can enable 
mobile routers to subscribe to IPv4 multicast groups in a 
manner which bypasses the MVPN tunnel and MVPN server. 

[0057] At step 708, the mobile router can communicate the 
IPv6 MLD report to the MVPN server via an IPv4 MVPN 
tunnel, for instance in accordance with a tunneling implemen 
tation previously described herein. At step 710 the MVPN 
server can maintain mapping data between the mobile router 
(or remote unit) and the IPv6 multicast group identi?ed in the 
MLD report. The MVPN server also can maintain mapping 
data between the address of the IPv6 multicast group and the 
address of its corresponding IPv4 multicast group. At step 
712 the MVPN server can join the multicast group identi?ed 
in the MLD report. 
[0058] FIG. 8 is a ?owchart presenting a method of com 
municating an IPv6 multicast over an IPv4 multicast tunnel, 
which is useful for understanding the present invention. At 
step 802 the MVPN server can receive IPv6 multicast data 
from a correspondent node. At step 804 the MVPN server can 
communicate the multicast data to one or more routers (and/ 
or remote units) via an IPv4 multicast tunnel. To do so, the 
MVPN server can append at least one IPv4 header to the IPv6 
multicast data packet. In one arrangement, a UDP header also 
can be appended to the multicast data packet. The destination 
address in the IPv4 header can be set to the IPv4 multicast 
address associated with the IPv6 multicast address of the data 
packet. This IPv4 multicast tunnel can be secured, eg using 
IPsec. At step 806, the routers (and/ or remote units) can 
remove the IPv4 multicast headers from the multicast packets 
to un-encapsulate the IPv6 multicast data packets. At step 808 
the mobile routers can communicate the IPv6 packets to the 
remote units. The remote units can communicate such pack 
ets to the appropriate data layers. 
[0059] The ?owchart and block diagrams in the ?gures 
illustrate the architecture, functionality, and operation of pos 
sible implementations of systems, methods and computer 
program products according to various embodiments of the 
present invention. In this regard, each block in the ?owchart 
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or por 
tion of code, which comprises one or more executable 
instructions for implementing the speci?ed logical function 
(s). It should also be noted that, in some alternative imple 
mentations, the functions noted in the block may occur out of 
the order noted in the ?gures. For example, two blocks shown 
in succession may, in fact, be executed substantially concur 
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rently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse 
order, depending upon the functionality involved. 
[0060] The present invention can be realized in hardware, 
software, or a combination of hardware and software. The 
present invention can be realiZed in a centraliZed fashion in 
one processing system or in a distributed fashion where dif 
ferent elements are spread across several interconnected pro 
cessing systems. Any kind of processing system or other 
apparatus adapted for carrying out the methods described 
herein is suited. A typical combination of hardware and soft 
ware can be a processing system with an application that, 
when being loaded and executed, controls the processing 
system such that it carries out the methods described herein. 
The present invention also can be embedded in a program 
storage device readable by a machine, tangibly embodying a 
program of instructions executable by the machine to perform 
methods and processes described herein. The present inven 
tion also can be embedded in an application product which 
comprises all the features enabling the implementation of the 
methods described herein and, which when loaded in a pro 
cessing system, is able to carry out these methods. 
[0061] The terms “computer program,” “software, appli 
cation,” variants and/or combinations thereof, in the present 
context, mean any expression, in any language, code or nota 
tion, of a set of instructions intended to cause a system having 
an information processing capability to perform a particular 
function either directly or after either or both of the following: 
a) conversion to another language, code or notation; b) repro 
duction in a different material form. For example, an appli 
cation can include, but is not limited to, a subroutine, a func 
tion, a procedure, an object method, an object 
implementation, an executable application, an applet, a serv 
let, a MlDlet, a source code, an object code, a shared library/ 
dynamic load library and/or other sequence of instructions 
designed for execution on a processing system. 
[0062] The terms “a” and “an,” as used herein, are de?ned 
as one or more than one. The term “plurality,” as used herein, 
is de?ned as two or more than two. The term “another,” as 
used herein, is de?ned as at least a second or more. The terms 
“including” and/or “having,” as used herein, are de?ned as 
comprising (i.e. open language). 
[0063] This invention can be embodied in other forms with 
out departing from the spirit or essential attributes thereof. 
Accordingly, reference should be made to the following 
claims, rather than to the foregoing speci?cation, as indicat 
ing the scope of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method of communicating an IPv6 packet over an IPv4 

based network, comprising: 
receiving the IPv6 packet to be communicated to a remote 

unit; 
encapsulating the IPv6 packet in an IPv4 transition packet; 

and 
communicating the IPv4 transition packet to an IPv4 

mobile VPN (MVPN) server con?gured to communi 
cate the packet to the remote unit via infrastructure of an 
IPv4 radio access network. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein encapsulating IPv6 
packet comprises appending to the IPv6 packet an IPv6 to 
IPv4 transition header. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein appending the IPv6 to 
IPv4 transition header comprises identifying an IPv4 address 
of a transition gateway and identifying an IPv4 address of a 
mobile router or remote unit to which the packet will be 
communicated. 
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4. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the IPv6 
packet comprises receiving an IPv6 multicast packet. 

5. A method of processing an IPv6 packet received over an 
IPv4 based network, comprising: 

receiving from an MVPN server an IPv4 formatted packet 
that is being communicated to a remote unit; 

removing from the packet at least one IPv4 header to result 
in the packet being formatted in accordance with IPv6. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein removing at least one 
IPv4 header comprises removing from the packet an IPv4 
mobile IP tunnel header. 

7. The method of claim 5, wherein removing at least one 
IPv4 header comprises removing from the packet an IPv4 IP 
security (lPsec) tunnel header. 

8. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
removing from the packet an lPsec ESP. 
9. The method of claim 5, wherein removing at least one 

IPv4 header comprises removing from the packet an IPv6 to 
IPv4 transition header. 

10. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 
prior to receiving the IPv4 formatted packet, receiving an 

IPv6 multicast listener discovery (MLD) report gener 
ated by the remote unit; and 

communicating the MLD report to the MVPN server. 
11. The method of claim 10, further comprising: 
maintaining mapping data associating the remote unit with 

a multicast group identi?ed in the MLD report. 
12. The method of claim 10, wherein receiving the IPv4 

formatted packet comprises receiving a packet multicasted as 
an IPv6 packet. 

13. A method of communicating an IPv6 packet over an 
IPv4 based network, comprising: 

receiving from a transition gateway an IPv6 packet to be 
communicated to a remote unit; 

appending to the packet a mobile VPN (MVPN) tunnel 
header formatted in accordance with IPv4 ; and 

communicating the IPv6 packet to the remote unit via 
infrastructure of an IPv4 radio access network. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein receiving from the 
transition gateway the IPv6 packet comprises receiving an 
IPv6 to IPv4 transition header that has been appended to the 
packet. 

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising removing 
the IPv6 to IPv4 transition header from the packet. 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein removing the IPv6 to 
IPv4 transition header from the packet occurs prior to append 
ing the MVPN tunnel header to the packet. 

17. The method of claim 13, further comprising: 
prior to receiving the packet to be communicated to the 

remote unit, receiving an IPv6 multicast listener discov 
ery (MLD) report generated by the remote unit; and 

joining an IPv6 multicast group identi?ed in the MLD 
report; 

wherein receiving the packet comprises receiving a multi 
cast packet communicated to the IPv6 multicast group. 

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising maintain 
ing mapping data associating a mobile router or the remote 
unit with the IPv6 multicast group. 

19. The method of claim 17, further comprising maintain 
ing mapping data associating an IPv4 multicast group with 
the IPv6 multicast group. 

20. A method of communicating an IPv6 packet, compris 
1ng: 
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from a remote unit, receiving an IPv4 packet Via infrastruc 
ture of an IPv4 radio access network, the IPv4 packet 
comprising an encapsulated IPv6 packet; 

removing from the IPv4 packet a mobile VPN (MVPN) 
tunnel header formatted in accordance With IPv4 to un 
encapsulate the IPv6 packet from the IPv4 packet; and 

communicating to a transition gateWay the IPv6 packet. 
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21. The method of claim 20, further comprising adding an 
IPv6 to IPv4 transition header to the IPv6 the packet. 

22. The method of claim 20, further comprising maintain 
ing mapping data associating a mobile router or the remote 
unit With an IPv6 multicast group. 

* * * * * 


