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JUNCTION DEVICE FOR ELECTRICAL 
ENCLOSURE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This Divisional Patent Application claims priority 
to US. patent application Ser. No. 11/485,224, ?led on Jul. 
12, 2006, Which is incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] The present invention relates to a closed electrical 
enclosure, and more particularly to junction components that 
may be installed and joined at the closed electrical enclosure. 
[0003] Electrical circuitry installation associated With 
building construction typically involves routing Wires from a 
circuit breaker panel to individual junction boxes dispersed 
throughout the building. Typically, Wires are also routed 
betWeen individual junction boxes. These junction boxes Will 
eventually hold junction devices such as sWitches and recep 
tacles. These sWitches and receptacles are coupled to the 
conductors or Wires that are circulated from other junction 
boxes or from the circuit breaker panel. 
[0004] In some instances, a building structure is con 
structed so as to minimize the movement of air and Water 
vapor through Walls, ceilings and ?oors of the building struc 
ture so as to minimiZe heating and cooling costs and to sup 
press the movement of air. HoWever, junction boxes provided 
Within Walls and ceilings of these buildings or structures can 
provide an opening for the passage of air and Water vapor, 
thus introducing the risk of mold formation. In routing Wires 
from the circuit breaker panel to the individual junction 
boxes, it is sometimes necessary to create openings in the 
junction boxes, Which are then vulnerable to a passage of air 
and Water vapor. 
[0005] Furthermore, routing conductors or Wires from the 
circuit breaker panel to the individual junction boxes typi 
cally requires removing insulation from each of the individual 
Wires, threading these Wires through the openings created in 
the junction boxes, and then coupling these Wires to the vari 
ous sWitches and receptacles. This process typically involves 
considerable labor time, and thus expense. For these and other 
reasons, there is a need for the present invention. 

SUMMARY 

[0006] The present invention is a junction device. The junc 
tion device includes a junction device main portion con?g 
ured for attachment to an electrical enclosure and a modular 
device portion electrically coupled to the junction device 
main portion and con?gured for electrical coupling to an 
inner junction of the electrical enclosure. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] The accompanying draWings are included to pro 
vide a further understanding of the present invention and are 
incorporated in and constitute a part of this speci?cation. The 
draWings illustrate exemplary embodiments of the present 
invention and together With the description serve to explain 
the principles of the invention. Other embodiments of the 
present invention and many of the intended advantages of the 
present invention Will be readily appreciated as they become 
better understood by reference to the folloWing detailed 
description. The elements of the draWings are not necessarily 

Jan. 8, 2009 

to scale relative to each other. Like reference numerals des 
ignate corresponding similar parts. 
[0008] FIG. 1 illustrates a front perspective vieW of an 
electrical enclosure in accordance With one embodiment of 
the present invention. 
[0009] FIG. 2 illustrates a rear perspective vieW of an elec 
trical enclosure in accordance With one embodiment of the 
present invention. 
[0010] FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-sectional vieW of a portion 
of an electrical enclosure in accordance With one embodiment 
of the present invention. 
[0011] FIG. 4 illustrates a front plan vieW of an electrical 
enclosure in accordance With one embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0012] FIG. 5 illustrates an isolation vieW of a through-Wire 
in accordance With one embodiment of the present invention. 

[0013] FIG. 6 illustrates an isolation vieW of a Wire cover in 
accordance With one embodiment of the present invention. 

[0014] FIG. 7A illustrates an exploded vieW of an electrical 
enclosure With a junction device in accordance With one 
embodiment of the present invention. 
[0015] FIG. 7B illustrates an exemplary schematic of elec 
trical connections Within a modular device for use With an 
electrical enclosure in accordance With one embodiment of 
the present invention. 
[0016] FIG. 8A illustrates an exploded vieW of an electrical 
enclosure With a junction device in accordance With one 
embodiment of the present invention. 
[0017] FIG. 8B illustrates an exemplary schematic of elec 
trical connections Within an electrical enclosure in accor 
dance With one embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0018] In the folloWing Detailed Description, reference is 
made to the accompanying draWings, Which form a part 
hereof, and in Which is shoWn by Way of illustration speci?c 
embodiments in Which the invention may be practiced. In this 
regard, directional terminology, such as “top,” “bottom,” 
“front,” “back,” “leading,” “trailing,” etc., is used With refer 
ence to the orientation of the Figure(s) being described. 
Because components of embodiments of the present inven 
tion can be positioned in a number of different orientations, 
the directional terminology is used for purposes of illustration 
and is in no Way limiting. It is to be understood that other 
embodiments may be utiliZed and structural or logical 
changes may be made Without departing from the scope of the 
present invention. The folloWing detailed description, there 
fore, is not to be taken in a limiting sense, and the scope of the 
present invention is de?ned by the appended claims. 
[0019] FIG. 1 illustrates electrical enclosure 10 in accor 
dance With one embodiment of the present invention. In one 
embodiment, electrical enclosure 10 is con?gured to be con 
nectable Within a Wall, ceiling, or ?oor of a building structure. 
Electrical conductors or Wiring may then be routed from a 
circuit breaker panel Within the building structure to electrical 
enclosure 10, Which in one case is con?gured as a junction 
box. In one case, the circuit breaker panel is con?gured to 
distribute high-voltage to the various junction boxes, such as 
120-240 volts. In other cases, high-voltage can be various 
levels above 50 volts. Various junction devices, such as recep 
tacle outlets, sWitched receptacles, light sWitches, dimmer 
sWitches, fans, lights, ?xtures and electrical appliances, can 
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be connected to electrical enclosure 10 and are thereby 
coupled to the Wires from the circuit breaker panel delivering 
the high voltage. 
[0020] In one embodiment, electrical enclosure 10 includes 
body 12 and face 14. In one embodiment, body 12 and face 14 
are an integrated single piece. In one case, body 12 includes 
?rst and second connection points 20 and 22 into Which 
various junction devices can be mechanically secured. For 
example, a variety of sWitches and receptacles may be con 
?gured to screW into ?rst and second connection points 20 
and 22 thereby securing such junction devices to body 12 of 
electrical enclosure 10. In alternative embodiments, ?rst and 
second connection points 20 and 22 can be con?gured to 
accept junction devices With a friction ?t. For example, ?rst 
and second connection points 20 and 22 can be con?gured as 
a series of angled steps into Which extending portions of 
junction devices extend, thereby creating a friction ?t 
betWeen them. One skilled in the art Will understand that there 
are a variety of means for attaching junction devices to elec 
trical enclosure 10 in accordance With the present invention. 
[0021] In one embodiment, face 14 is con?gured With 
punch-outs 24a-24e. Such punch-outs 24a-24e may be used 
to permanently or temporarily secure electrical enclosure 10 
to a location in the building structure Wall or ceiling. In some 
cases, electrical enclosure 10 may be secured to such Wall or 
ceiling by securing a nail or screW through one or more 
punch-outs 24a-24e. If electrical enclosure 10 is accidentally 
secured to an incorrect location, it can be removed and alter 
native punch-outs 24a-24e can be used to secure electrical 
enclosure 10 to an alternative location. In another case, elec 
trical enclosure 10 may be temporarily secured to such Wall, 
?oor or ceiling While electrical Wires are routed from the 
circuit breaker panel to the various electrical enclosures 10, 
While Walls, ?oors, and/or ceilings are still being ?nished. 
[0022] Electrical enclosure 10 also includes an inner junc 
tion 16 on an inner side of electrical enclosure 10, as Well as 
an outer junction 30 (illustrated in FIG. 2) on an outer side of 
electrical enclosure 10. In one embodiment of the invention, 
electrical conductors or Wiring from the circuit breaker panel 
of the building is brought to the outer junction 30 on the outer 
side of electrical enclosure 10 and secured thereto. Electrical 
junction devices such as sWitches and receptacles are then 
electrically coupled to inner junction 16 on the inner side of 
electrical enclosure 10. 

[0023] In one embodiment, an electrical connection 
betWeen inner junction 16 and outer junction 30 is provided 
Within body 12 of electrical enclosure 10 such that no hole or 
breakout is required in body 12 to complete the electrical 
connection betWeen inner and outer junctions 16 and 30. In 
one embodiment, pass-throughs 50 (illustrated in FIG. 3 and 
discussed more fully beloW) are at least partially contained 
Within body 12 of electrical enclosure 10 to complete the 
electrical connection betWeen inner and outer junctions 16 
and 30. In one case, pass-through 50 is a metallic connector. 
In this Way, electrical enclosure 10 provides a closed barrier to 
air and Water vapor betWeen its inner and outer sides. For 
example, in one case body 12 can be injection molded plastic 
that is molded in such a Way as to partially encapsulate pass 
through 50. A plurality of internally exposed portions 18 of a 
plurality of pass-throughs 50 or electrical connections, Which 
are at least partially contained Within body 12, are illustrated 
at inner junction 16 in FIG. 1. 

[0024] In one embodiment, adhesive material 23 is 
included on face 14 of electrical enclosure 10. In one case, the 
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adhesive material 23 is provided on the inner side of electrical 
enclosure 10. Adhesive material 23 is illustrated a narroW 

strip in FIG. 1. In alternative embodiments, hoWever, it may 
be Wider to extend to the remaining portions of face 14 of 
enclosure 10. After electrical enclosure 10 is installed, a pro 
tective layer included over the adhesive material 23 can be 
removed thereby exposing an adhesive surface. In this Way, 
polyethylene sheets, insulating material or other barrier mate 
rial that is typically used to cover a Wall, ?oor, or ceiling of a 
building structure can be connected directly to the inner side 
electrical enclosure 10 via adhesive strip 23. Since there is no 
break or opening betWeen the outer and inner sides of elec 
trical enclosure 10, a barrier is preserved even after Wire from 
a circuit breaker panel is connected at outer junction 30 and a 
junction device is coupled to inner junction 16. 
[0025] As such, once electrical enclosure 10 is installed in 
a Wall, ?oor, or ceiling, it forms part of a plane that separates 
its front or inner side from its back or outer side. Electrical 
conductors or Wiring from the circuit breaker panel of the 
building are brought to the outer junction 30 on its back or 
outer side and electrical junction devices such as sWitches and 
receptacles are electrically coupled to inner junction 16 on its 
front or inner side. The electrical connection betWeen the 
front and back sides are accomplished With pass-throughs 50 
Without any opening or break betWeen the inner and outer 
sides of electrical enclosure 10 by partially embedding pass 
throughs 50 in body 12 of electrical enclosure 10. 
[0026] FIG. 2 illustrates a rear perspective vieW of electri 
cal enclosure 10 in accordance With one embodiment of the 
present invention. Outer junction 30 is illustrated on a back 
side of electrical enclosure 10. In one embodiment, outer 
junction 30 includes ?rst, second, third, and fourth outerports 
32, 34, 36, and 38. Electrical conductors or Wiring from a 
building circuit breaker panel or from another electrical box 
can be brought to and connected at any of or each of ?rst 
through fourth ports 32-38. These electrical connections or 
ports are then electrically coupled to inner junction 16 via 
pass-through 50, as Will be discussed more fully beloW. 
[0027] In one embodiment, each of ?rst through fourth 
outer ports 32-38 is con?gured to receive electrical conductor 
40. For example, in FIG. 2 electrical conductor 40 is illus 
trated coupled to second and third outer ports 34 and 36. First 
and fourth outer ports 32 and 38 have been left open for 
illustration purposes, but these are also con?gured to receive 
electrical conductor 40. Each of ?rst through fourth outer 
ports 32-38 may be con?gured to receive individual Wires 41 
from Within electrical conductor 40. 
[0028] For example, fourth outer port 38 is illustrated With 
guides 42, Which de?ne individual slots 45 therebetWeen. 
Each of the slots 45 betWeen guides 42 is con?gured to 
receive individual Wires 41 from electrical conductor 40. For 
example, electrical conductor 40 may be a nonmetallic 
sheathed cable, such as a Romex cable, With three or four 
individual Wires 41 Within the sheath. Typically, nonmetallic 
sheathed cable Will carry a “hot” Wire, a “neutral” Wire, and a 
“ground” Wire. In some cases, a fourth Wire carrying a “sec 
ond hot” Wire is also included in the nonmetallic-sheathed 
cable. Like fourth outer port 38 illustrated With guides 42 
de?ning four slots 45, each of the other outer ports 32, 34 and 
36 are similarly con?gured With guides and slots for guiding 
and receiving multiple-Wire electrical conductor 40. 
[0029] Each of outer ports 32, 34, 36 and 38 can be alter 
natively con?gured to accept and guide multiple-Wire elec 
trical conductor 40 consistent With the present invention. For 
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example, individual collars can be provided Within each of 
outerports 32, 34, 36 and 38 that are con?gured to receive and 
guide individual Wires 41. They can also funnel the individual 
Wires 41 to an appropriate location so that they are electrically 
coupled to inner junction 16 via pass-through 50, as Will be 
discussed more fully beloW. 
[0030] Each of ?rst through fourth outer ports 32-38 may 
also be con?gured With Wire cover 44. In one embodiment, 
Wire cover 44 is hinged at one end on the outer surface of body 
12. As such, cover 44 may be moved aWay from the outer 
surface to accommodate bringing electrical conductor 40 into 
each of the outer ports 32-38. Once electrical conductor 40 is 
in place Within any one of outer ports 32-38, cover 44 may be 
hinged back toWard the outer surface of body 12 and snapped 
or otherWise secured ?rmly to the outer surface of body 12, as 
Will be discussed more fully beloW. Wire covers 44 may be 
con?gured to be removable, and for illustration purposes, 
cover 44 is illustrated only on third outer port 36. In one 
embodiment, all outer ports 32-38 are provided With Wire 
covers 44. 

[0031] Wire covers 44 can be con?gured in a variety of 
Ways consistent With the present invention. For example, Wire 
covers 44 can be hinged or otherWise removably attached to 
body 12 in a variety of Ways. In one embodiment, Wire covers 
44 push Wires 41 into contact With pass-through 50 and helps 
maintain a force that Will keep them in contact. In another 
embodiment, Wire cover 44 secures electrical conductor 40 to 
body 12, thereby providing additional strain relief to the 
electrical connection. In another embodiment, Wire covers 44 
provide ?re protection in the event an electrical connection 
fails and heat build-up ensues. For example, cover 44 can be 
suf?cient to meet applicable ?re retardant standards, provid 
ing seals along the Walls of the cover and body 12. 
[0032] FIG. 3 illustrates a partial cross-sectional vieW of a 
portion of electrical enclosure 10 in accordance With one 
embodiment of the present invention. Second outer port 34 
and a portion of ?rst outer port 32 are illustrated toWard the 
top of the ?gure, and inner junction 1 6 is illustrated toWard the 
upper portion of the ?gure. Pass-through 50 is illustrated 
partially contained in body 12 of electrical enclosure 10. In 
one case, pass-through 50 is a metallic connector or Wire. 
Pass-through 50 electrically couples inner junction 16 With 
outer junction 30. More speci?cally in the illustration of FIG. 
3, pass-through 50 couples a portion of inner junction 16 With 
second outer port 34. In one embodiment, a plurality of pass 
throughs 50 are used to electrically couple individual Wires 41 
With various connectors that are used to couple electrical 
devices such as sWitches and receptacles to inner junction 16. 
[0033] FIG. 3 also illustrates electrical conductor 40 
coupled to second outer port 34. An individual Wire 41 is 
illustrated extending from electrical conductor 40 and is 
secured and electrically coupled to pass-through 50 at second 
outer port 34. In the illustration, individual Wire 41 is secured 
against externally exposed portion 51 of pass-through 50. The 
internally exposedportion 18 of pass-through 50 then extends 
out adjacent inner junction 16, and is thus available for con 
nection to a sWitch or receptacle. 

[0034] Wire cover 44 is illustrated in a closed position 
further securing conductor 40 against the outer surface of 
electrical enclosure 10 and providing a barrier over conductor 
40. In one embodiment, Wire cover 44 is hinged Within a slot 
49. Slot 49 is also illustrated Without a cover 44 at the portion 
shoWn in ?rst outerport 32 of FIG. 3 . A variety of other means 
of attaching cover 44 can also be used. For example, the cover 
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44 can be hinged to enclosure 10 using a variety of hinge 
technologies; it can be con?gured to slide relative to enclo 
sure 10; or it can even snap into place and be removed com 
pletely. In yet other embodiments, any covers 44 are elimi 
nated. 
[0035] FIG. 4 illustrates a front vieW of electrical enclosure 
10 in accordance With one embodiment of the present inven 
tion. Electrical enclosure 10 includes face 14, inner junction 
16, ?rst and second connection points 20 and 22, and punch 
outs 24a-24e. Inner junction 16 further includes a connection 
point to the plurality of pass-throughs 50, and the internally 
exposed portion 18 for the plurality of pass-throughs 50 are 
illustrated in inner junction 16. 
[0036] In one embodiment, there is are a plurality of pass 
throughs 50 (FIG. 3) electrically coupling each of ?rst 
through fourth outer ports 32-38 (FIG. 2) to various sections 
of inner junction 16 (FIG. 4). For example, in one case, four 
pass-throughs 50 are connected betWeen ?rst outer port 32 of 
outer junction 30 and ?rst section 62 (illustrated With dashed 
lines in FIG. 4) of inner junction 16; fourpass-throughs 50 are 
connected betWeen second outer port 34 of outer junction 30 
and second section 64 (illustrated With dashed lines in FIG. 4) 
of inner junction 16; four pass-throughs 50 are connected 
betWeen third outer port 36 of outer junction 30 and third 
section 66 (illustrated With dashed lines in FIG. 4) of inner 
junction 16; four pass-throughs 50 are connected betWeen 
fourth outer port 38 of outer junction 30 and fourth section 68 
(illustrated With dashed lines in FIG. 4) of inner junction 16. 
Four internally exposed portions 18 of these four pass 
throughs 50 are illustrated Within each of ?rst section 62, 
second section 64, third section 66 and fourth section 68. In 
each case, the pluralities of pass-throughs 50 are at least 
partially contained in body 12 of electrical enclosure 10. 
[0037] In one embodiment, one or more junction devices, 
such as a receptacle outlet, a sWitched receptacle, a light 
sWitch, a dimmer sWitch, a fan, a light, a ?xture or an electri 
cal appliance, can be mounted to electrical enclosure 10 uti 
liZing ?rst and second connection points 20 and 22. Further 
more, these junction devices can be provided With modular 
connectors that are con?gured to plug into inner junction 16. 
Such a modular device can be con?gured to accept some or all 
of the internally exposed portions 18 of pass-throughs 50 
Within ?rst through fourth sections 62-68. Since internally 
exposed portions 18 of ?rst through fourth inner sections 
62-68 are electrically coupled to ?rst through fourth outer 
ports 32-38, these junction devices are then electrically 
coupled to the various electrical conductors 40 that are 
coupled to outer junction 30 (Which then in turn extend to a 
main circuit breaker panel or other electrical enclosures). 
This and alternative embodiments Will be more fully dis 
cussed beloW. 

[0038] Because electrical conductor 40 is brought to the 
outer junction 30 rather than through its body 12 to the inside, 
signi?cant space is saved Within electrical enclosure 10. Prior 
boxes that required “punch-outs” or other openings that alloW 
electrical conductor 40 to be brought inside the box tend to 
cause croWding in the box and/or require very deep boxes that 
may not be accommodated in some environments. Also, by 
avoiding the large bunches of Wire that tend to be croWded 
into conventional boxes, one embodiment of electrical enclo 
sure 10 avoids risks of bending or potentially breaking con 
ductors or Wires that can otherWise occur When Wires are 
forced inside the box. Avoiding croWding decreases the risk 
of accidental shorting and increases the life of the Wire. 
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[0039] Furthermore, crowding Within a junction box 
caused in prior devices also risks electrical connections 
becoming dislodged. Also, croWding can cause Wires to incur 
sharp bends When being stuffed in, thus risking heat build-up 
at the bend. This can cause the insulation to degrade and crack 
over time, leading to potential for arcing and ?re. Avoiding 
croWding Within a junction box by attaching to the outer 
junction rather than inside the box can avoid many of these 
dangers. 
[0040] Also, by virtue of the fact that electrical conductor 
40 is attached at outer junction 30 on the outer surface of 
electrical enclosure 10, there is relatively little space restric 
tion. This enables a number of independent electrical conduc 
tors 40 to be attached to a single electrical enclosure 10. For 
example, four outer ports 32-38 are illustrated in FIG. 2, but 
additional ports could be added as needed. In one example, 
electrical enclosure 10 could include additional ports, or ports 
could be added adjacent the outer surfaces of electrical enclo 
sure 10 as Well. Of course, feWer ports, or even a single port, 
can be used. The various outer ports 32-38 illustrated in the 
embodiment can also function as “pass-through” connections 
to other electrical enclosures. 

[0041] FIG. 5 illustrates an exploded isolation vieW of a 
pass-through 50 in accordance With one embodiment of the 
present invention. Pass-through 50 includes an internally 
exposed portion 18 and an externally exposed portion 51. As 
illustrated in FIG. 3 for example, the internally exposed por 
tion 18 of pass-through 50 extends adjacent inner junction 16 
and the externally exposed portion 51 of pass-through 50 
extends adjacent outer junction 30. The portions of pass 
through 50 betWeen internally exposed portion 18 and an 
externally exposed portion 51 are contained Withinbody 12 of 
electrical enclosure 10. For example, electrical enclosure 10 
can be molded plastic that is molded over pass-through 50, 
While alloWing internally exposed portion 18 to protrude 
adjacent inner junction 16 and alloWing externally exposed 
portion 51 to protrude adjacent outer junction 30. 
[0042] In the illustrations of FIGS. 2 and 3, four pass 
throughs 50 are illustrated extending betWeen ?rst outer port 
32 and ?rst inner section 62, betWeen second outer port 34 
and second inner section 64, betWeen third outer port 36 and 
third inner section 66, and betWeen fourth outer port 38 and 
fourth inner section 68. Thus, each of the ports can accom 
modate up to four-Wire applications. Obviously, additional 
pass-throughs 50 can be added to each of the ports for par 
ticular applications, and some could be removed as Well. 

[0043] Also, all of the ports need not be used for any par 
ticular application. One or more of the ports can be used. 
Similarly, in some applications, only some of the pass 
throughs 50 may be used in some applications. For example, 
if only three individual Wires 41 are attached to ?rst outer port 
32, only the pass-throughs 50 that are electrically coupled to 
those individual Wires 41 Will be used in that particular appli 
cation. 

[0044] Each of pass-throughs 50 is con?gured at its exter 
nally exposed portion 51 to receive individual Wires 41 at 
outer junction 30. In one embodiment, externally exposed 
portion 51 includes tWo symmetrically raised edges 53, Which 
de?ne a slot 54 con?gured to receive an individual Wire 41. 
For example, an electrical conductor 40 may be nonmetallic 
sheathed cable containing three or four individual Wires 41. 
Once the sheath around electrical conductor 40 is removed, 
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the three or four individual Wires 41 are exposed. One of these 
individual Wires 41 may be placed in slot 54 de?ned by edges 
53 and secured therein. 
[0045] FIG. 6 illustrates an isolation vieW of cover 44 in 
accordance With one embodiment of the present invention. In 
one embodiment, cover 44 includes pivot roll 70, a plurality 
of ribs 72, snap-doWn ends 74 and Wire opening 76. Pivot roll 
70 is con?gured to ?t Within slot 49 (illustrated in FIG. 3) so 
that cover 44 may easily pivot betWeen an open and closed 
position. A slot 49 such as that illustrated in FIG. 3 can be 
provided at each of ?rst through fourth outer ports 32-38, so 
that each outer port 32-38 includes a pivotable cover 44. Pivot 
roll 70 alloWs each cover 44 to pivot into an open position, 
thereby alloWing electrical conductor 40 to be coupled to each 
of the outerports, and alloWs each cover 44 to pivot to a closed 
position thereby securing electrical conductor 40 ?rmly 
against electrical enclosure 10. 
[0046] A variety of other con?gurations for cover 44 are 
also possible With the present invention. For example, rather 
thanusing a pivot roll 70 and slot 49, cover 44 canbe provided 
With any of a variety of hinge technologies to hinge cover 
relative to enclosure 10. Alternatively, additional snap-doWn 
ends, such as snap-doWn ends 74 can be provided so that the 
cover can be snapped into place. Other con?gurations, such as 
sliding the cover relative to enclosure 10, as also possible. 
[0047] In one embodiment and With additional reference to 
FIG. 5, a plurality of ribs 72 are con?gured on a bottom side 
of cover 44 to interact With edges 53 of externally exposed 
portion 51 of pass-through 50. In this Way, an individual Wire 
41 may be located Within slot 54 betWeen edges 53 When 
cover 44 is pivoted into an open position. Then, When cover 
44 is pivoted into a closed position, a rib 72 is con?gured to 
move doWn in betWeen edges 53 and push individual Wire 41 
doWn thereby ?rmly securing individual Wire 41 to the exter 
nally exposed portion 51 of pass-through 50. 
[0048] In one embodiment, edges 53 are appropriately con 
?gured such that When rib 72 forces Wire 41 doWn betWeen 
edges 53, insulation around individual Wire 41 Will be dis 
placed thereby creating electrical connection betWeen indi 
vidual Wire 41 and pass-through 50. This can obviate the need 
for an installer to provide insulation displacement or “Wire 
stripping” of each individual Wire 41 before it is placed 
betWeen edges 53 of externally exposed portion 51 of pass 
through 50. 
[0049] For example, When a nonmetallic-sheathed cable is 
used for electrical conductor 40, the main outer sheath is 
removed revealing three, four or more individual Wires 41, 
each of Which is provided With its oWn individual insulation. 
This individual insulation can then be left in place, and the 
closing of cover 44 “automatically” performs the insulation 
displacement. This not only saves time, but also error in that 
operators performing insulation displacement on each indi 
vidual Wire can accidentally nick the Wire making it vulner 
able to breakage. In further embodiments, teeth or other 
rough features may be added to, or even replace, edges 53 in 
order to facilitate effective insulation displacement from indi 
vidual Wires 41. 
[0050] In one embodiment, as cover 44 is closed against 
body 12 of electrical enclosure 10, snap-doWn ends 74 are 
also provided on cover 44 to help secure cover 44 in a closed 
position against body 12. A catch, or series of indents 47 
(illustrated for example in FIG. 2) are then con?gured in each 
of ?rst through fourth outer ports 32-38 so that they engage 
snap-doWn ends 74. In one case, snap-doWn ends 74 are 
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tapered so that they easily slide past the indents 47 in ports 
32-38 as cover 44 is closed, but then do not easily slide past 
When cover 44 is opened. In this Way, snap-doWn ends 74 help 
prevent cover 44 from easily opening. 

[0051] In one case, opening 76 in cover 44 is con?gured to 
snuggly engage electrical conductor 40. In one embodiment, 
opening 76 is con?gured to match an oval-shaped conductor 
so that no space is left betWeen opening 76, electrical con 
ductor 40, andback side of electrical enclosure 10 When cover 
44 is closed. In other cases, since conductor 40 can come in a 
variety of shapes, there is some space left betWeen the cover 
44 and conductor 40. In one embodiment, closing cover 44 
against electrical conductor 40 provides strain relief against 
pulling on electrical conductor 40. In one embodiment, cover 
44 suf?ciently engages electrical conductor 40 and enclosure 
10 so that it complies With applicable ?re retardant standards. 

[0052] FIG. 7A illustrates electrical enclosure 10 With a 
junction device 100 in accordance With one embodiment of 
the present invention. In one example, junction device 100 is 
a receptacle having ?rst and second receptacle ports 106 and 
108. Junction device 100 further includes ?rst and second 
attachment openings 102 and 104, Which can be used to 
secure junction device 100 to electrical enclosure 10, such as 
via screWs secured into ?rst and second connection points 20 
and 22. 

[0053] In one embodiment, junction device 100 is con?g 
ured With modular device 110, Which is electrically coupled 
to junction device 100 With device connector 112. In one 
embodiment, modular device 110 is speci?cally con?gured to 
?t uniquely into inner junction 16. For example, in one case, 
there are four internally exposed portions 18 of pass-throughs 
50 Within each of ?rst through fourth sections 62-68 of inner 
junction 16.As such, modular device 110 is con?gured in that 
case to have 16 slot contacts in its face 111 to receive each of 
the 16 internally exposed portions 18. Circuitry Within modu 
lar device 110 can then be con?gured to effectuate various 
desired connections for appropriately electrically coupling 
junction device 100 With the various electrical conductors 40 
that are coupled to electrical enclosure 10. 

[0054] In one embodiment, modular device 110 is hard 
Wired to junction device 100 With device connector 112. As 
such, modular device 110 need only by plugged into inner 
junction 16 to complete the electrical connection betWeen 
junction device 100 and the various electrical conductors 40 
coupled to electrical enclosure 10. In another embodiment, 
device connector 112 can be a “pig-tail” con?guration such 
that individual multiple Wires extend from modular device 
110. These individual Wires must then be electrically coupled 
to various connection posts provided on junction device 100, 
in addition to plugging modular device 110 into inner junc 
tion 16, in order to complete the electrical connection 
betWeen junction device 100 and the various electrical con 
ductors 40. 

[0055] FIG. 7B illustrates one such exemplary schematic of 
electrical connections Within modular device 110. Modular 
device 110 is electrically coupled to junction device 100, 
Which is illustrated as a receptacle outlet having tWo recep 
tacle ports 106 and 108. Modular device 110 includes in its 
face 111 a plurality of slot contacts (R62, W62, G62, B62, R64, 
W64: G64: B64: B66: G66: W66: R66: B68: G68! W68: and R68): 
Which are collectively con?gured to receive each of the 16 
internally exposed portions 18 When modular device 110 is 
coupled to inner junction 16. 
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[0056] In the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 7B, a ?rst set 
of slot contacts (R62, W62, G62, and B62) are coupled to 
internally exposed portions 18 of pass-throughs 50 Within 
?rst section 62 of inner junction 16; a second set of slot 
contacts (R64, W64, G64, and B64) are coupled to internally 
exposed portions 18 of pass-throughs 50 Within second sec 
tion 64 of inner junction 16; a third set of slot contacts (B66, 
G66, W66, and R66) are coupled to internally exposed portions 
18 of pass-throughs 50 Within third section 66 of inner junc 
tion 16; and a fourth set of slot contacts (B68, G68, W68, and 
R68) are coupled to internally exposed portions 18 of pass 
throughs 50 Within fourth section 68 of inner junction 16. As 
such, electrical conductor 40 coupled to ?rst through fourth 
outer ports 32-38 are electrically coupled to ?rst through 
fourth sets of slot contacts Within modular device 110. In one 
example, electrical conductor 40 coupled to each of the outer 
ports includes red (R), White (W), ground (G) and black (B) 
individual Wires 41, each of Which is coupled to a separate 
externally exposed portion 51 of pass-through 50. As such, 
the Wire type (R), (W), (G) or (B) that is coupled to ?rst 
through fourth outer ports 32-38 can be coordinated to the 
corresponding Wire type (R), (W), (G) or (B) of ?rst through 
fourth set of slot contacts in modular device 110. 

[0057] In FIG. 7B such exemplary electrical connections 
are illustrated betWeen the individual Wires 41 of electrical 
conductor 40 and the slot contacts in modular device 110 (via 
pass-throughs 50). Such connections facilitate a variety of 
applications for various junction devices. A sWitched recep 
tacle 100 application is shoWn in the illustrated example. 
Within modular device 110, the black (B) connector from 
each set ofslot contacts (B62, B64, B66, and B68) is coupled to 
a main black connector (B 1 12) that is coupled through device 
connector 112 to sWitched receptacle 100. Similarly, Within 
modular device 110, the ground (G) connector from each set 
of slot contacts (G62, G64, G66, and G68) is coupled to a main 
ground connector (G1 12) that is coupled through device con 
nector 112 to sWitched receptacle 100. Within modular device 
110, the White (W) connector from three of the set of slot 
contacts (W62, W64, and W68) is coupled to a main White 
connector (W112) that is coupled through device connector 
112 to sWitched receptacle 100. Finally, Within modular 
device 110, the red (R) connector from three of the set of slot 
contacts (R62, R64, and R68) and one White connector (W66) is 
coupled to a main red connector (R112) that is coupled 
through device connector 112 to sWitched receptacle 100. 

[0058] With this con?guration, a standard or a sWitched 
receptacle application is con?gured for junction device 100. 
When the main red connector (R112) is coupled to junction 
device 100, the ?rst receptacle port 106 is sWitchable by a 
sWitch that is then coupled to outer port 36. When the main 
red connector (R1 12) is not coupled to junction device 100, the 
?rst receptacle port 106 is not sWitchable and junction device 
100 operates as a standard receptacle outlet. 

[0059] As is evident to one skilled in the art, a variety of 
modular devices 110 can be con?gured to support a variety of 
internal Wiring conventions in conjunction With the present 
invention. Such internal Wiring in modular device 110 can 
accomplish many different Wiring connections that are often 
typically accomplished Within the electrical enclosure. For 
example, in addition to Wiring for sWitched and non-sWitched 
receptacles, Wiring for light sWitches, dimmer sWitches, and a 
variety of other junction devices may be accomplished Within 
modular device 110. 
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[0060] When such Wiring connections are accomplished by 
bringing electrical conductor 40 inside the box, as is typical in 
the art, this tends to cause crowding in the box and/or requires 
very deep boxes that may not be accommodated in some 
environments, as described previously. As such, internal Wir 
ing in modular devices 110 alloWs a variety of Wiring con 
nections and yet avoids croWding Within the box. 
[0061] Furthermore, internal Wiring can also be accom 
plished in conjunction With pass-throughs 50, thereby also 
avoiding croWding Within the electrical enclosure. FIG. 8A 
illustrates such an exemplary electrical enclosure 10 With a 
junction device in accordance With one embodiment of the 
present invention. In the example, junction device 100 is an 
receptacle having ?rst and second receptacle ports 106 and 
108. Junction device 100 further includes ?rst and second 
attachment openings 102 and 104, Which can be used to 
secure junction device 100 to electrical enclosure 10, such as 
via screWs secured into ?rst and second connection points 20 
and 22. 

[0062] In one embodiment, junction device 100 is con?g 
ured With modular device 110, Which is electrically coupled 
to junction device 100 With device connector 112. In one 
embodiment, modular device 110 is speci?cally con?gured to 
?t uniquely into inner junction 16. For example, in one case, 
there are a total of four internally exposed portions 18 of 
pass-throughs 50 Within inner junction 16. As such, electrical 
connections betWeen the individual Wires 41 of electrical 
conductor 40 coupled to outer junction 30 and the four inter 
nally exposed portions 18 of pass-throughs 50 Within inner 
junction 16 are embedded Within the body 12 of electrical 
enclosure 10. In this example, modular device 110 is then 
con?gured to have only four slot contacts in its face 111 to 
receive each of the four internally exposed portions 18. 
[0063] Similar to the embodiment of FIG. 7A, the embodi 
ment illustrated in FIG. 8A shoWs modular device 110 hard 
Wired to junction device 100 With device connector 112. As 
such, modular device 110 need only be plugged into inner 
junction 16 to complete the electrical connection betWeen 
junction device 100 and the various electrical conductors 40 
coupled to electrical enclosure 10. In another embodiment, 
device connector 112 can be a “pig-tail” con?guration such 
that individual multiple Wires extend from modular device 
110. These individual Wires must then be electrically coupled 
to various connection posts provided on junction device 100, 
in addition to plugging modular device 110 into inner junc 
tion 16, in order to complete the electrical connection 
betWeen junction device 100 and the various electrical con 
ductors 40. 

[0064] FIG. 8B illustrates an exemplary schematic of elec 
trical connections Within an electrical enclosure 10 in accor 
dance With one embodiment of the present invention. In the 
illustration, body 12 of electrical enclosure 10 has been 
ghosted so that the electrical connections Within body 12 are 
visible. These electrical connections are accomplished With 
pass-throughs 50 that not only electrically couple various 
outer ports With inner junction 16, but also electrically couple 
some of the outer ports, or portions thereof. 

[0065] More speci?cally, in one example electrical conduc 
tor 40 that is coupled to each of the outer ports includes red 
(R), White (W), ground (G) and black (B) individual Wires 41. 
More speci?cally, electrical conductor 40 coupled to ?rst 
outer port 32 includes a red Wire R32, a White Wire W32, a 
ground Wire G32, and a black Wire B32; electrical conductor 
40 coupled to second outer port 34 includes a red Wire R34, a 
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White Wire W34, a ground Wire G34, and a black Wire B34; 
electrical conductor 40 coupled to third outer port 36 includes 
a black Wire B36, a ground Wire G36, a White Wire W36, and red 
Wire R36; and electrical conductor 40 coupled to fourth outer 
port 38 includes a black Wire B38, a ground Wire G38, a White 
Wire W38, and red Wire R38. Each of these individual Wires 41 
is coupled to a separate externally exposed portion 51 of 
pass-through 50 as described above. These pass-throughs 50 
are then internally connected Within body 12 in a manner to 
effectuate various desired connections for appropriately elec 
trically coupling junction device 100 With the various electri 
cal conductors 40 that are coupled to electrical enclosure 10. 
Ultimately these pass-throughs terminate in one of four main 
internally exposed portions 18 (G112, B112, W112, R112). 
[0066] With this con?guration, a standard or a sWitched 
receptacle application is con?gured for junction device 100. 
When the main red connector (R112) is coupled to junction 
device 100, the ?rst receptacle port 106 is sWitchable by a 
sWitch that is coupled to outer port 36. When the main red 
connector (R112) is not coupled to junction device 100, the 
?rst receptacle port 106 is not sWitchable and operates as a 
standard receptacle outlet. 
[0067] As With the example illustrated in FIGS. 7A and 7B, 
the plurality of pass-throughs 50 embedded Within body 12 
can be con?gured to support a variety of internal Wiring 
conventions in conjunction With the present invention. Such 
internal Wiring in body 12 can accomplish many different 
Wiring connections that are often typically accomplished 
Within the electrical enclosure. For example, in addition to 
Wiring for sWitched and non-sWitched receptacles, Wiring for 
light sWitches, dimmer sWitches, and a variety of other junc 
tion devices may be accomplished Within body 12. 
[0068] Furthermore, one skilled in the art Will see that 
combinations of the various examples can be used in accor 
dance With the present invention. For example, some internal 
Wiring canbe accomplished Withinbody 12 by coupling some 
of the pass-throughs 50 as illustrated in FIG. 8B, and some 
can be accomplished Within modular device 110 as illustrated 
in FIG. 7B. Various other combinations are possible, and of 
course, no internal Wiring is necessary in accordance With 
some embodiments of the invention. 

[0069] FIG. 8A also illustrates another embodiment of the 
invention that uses clip coupler 150. Clip coupler 150 
includes ?rst and second legs 152 and 154 and connector 156. 
With clip coupler 150, it is possible to quickly electrically 
couple tWo electrical enclosures 10, by plugging a ?rst leg 
152 into an outer port (32, 34, 36, or 38) of one electrical 
enclosure 10 and plugging a second leg 154 into an outer port 
(32, 34, 36, or 38) ofanother electrical enclosure 10. This can 
accomplish a quick connect of tWo electrical enclosures 10 to 
create a “double gang.” Other Ways to accomplish this double 
gang include simply using electrical conductor 40 coupled 
betWeen outer ports of tWo electrical enclosures 10. 
[0070] One skilled in that art can see that it is also possible 
to create an embedded connection betWeen tWo electrical 
enclosures 10 by using a pass-through 50 connected betWeen 
them. In one example, a pass-through connection could be 
“fusible.” As such, a user could break the electrical connec 
tion betWeen tWo enclosures or leave it intact depending on 
the particular application. For example, such a pass-though 
connection could be an easy Way to connect “ground” or 
“hot” Wires betWeen enclosures. 
[0071] In addition, enclosure 10 can be constructed With 
multiple openings and multiple inner and outer ports 16 and 
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30 so that multiple junction devices 100 can be mounted to a 
single enclosure 10. These multiple-opening box con?gura 
tions are sometimes referred to as “multi-gang,” such as 
“double-gang boxes” or “triple-gang boxes.” In such a multi 
gang box con?guration, certain pass-throughs 50 can couple 
betWeen multiple inner and outer ports 16 and 30 so that some 
electrical connections can be made betWeen junction devices 
coupled Within a single enclosure 10. Some of these connec 
tions can also be fusable. 
[0072] Although speci?c embodiments have been illus 
trated and described herein, it Will be appreciated by those of 
ordinary skill in the art that a variety of alternate and/or 
equivalent implementations may be substituted for the spe 
ci?c embodiments shoWn and described Without departing 
from the scope of the present invention. This application is 
intended to cover any adaptations or variations of the speci?c 
embodiments discussed herein. Therefore, it is intended that 
this invention be limited only by the claims and the equiva 
lents thereof. For example, electrical enclosure 10 is illus 
trated in a relatively box-like con?guration, such as a typi 
cally-shaped junction box. One skilled in the art Will 
understand that the invention also embodies various other 
polygon-shaped con?gurations, such as octagonal, and could 
also be round or other various shapes, all consistent With the 
present invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A junction device comprising: 
a junction device main portion con?gured for attachment to 

an electrical enclosure; and 
a modular device portion electrically coupled to the junc 

tion device main portion and con?gured for electrical 
coupling to an inner junction of the electrical enclosure; 

Wherein at least one conductive pass-through electrically 
couples the inner junction of the electrical enclosure to 
an outer junction of the electrical enclosure; and 

Wherein the outer junction is enclosed by an outer enclo 
sure that is con?gured to engage the electrical enclosure 
thereby surrounding the outer junction to prevent deg 
radation of a coupled external high-voltage conductor 
and to provide ?re protection. 

2. The junction device of claim 1, Wherein the coupled 
external high-voltage conductor comprises multiple indi 
vidual conductive Wires and Wherein the modular device por 
tion is con?gured to internally electrically couple at least 
some of the Wires of the high-voltage conductor. 

3. The junction device of claim 1, Wherein multiple exter 
nal high-voltage conductors are coupled to the outer junction 
of the enclosure and each external high-voltage conductor 
comprises a hot Wire, a neutral Wire, and a ground Wire, and 
Wherein the modular device portion is con?gured to internally 
electrically couple each of the neutral Wires from the multiple 
external high-voltage conductors. 

4. The junction device of claim 3, Wherein the modular 
device portion is con?gured to internally electrically couple 
each of the hot Wires from the multiple external high-voltage 
conductors. 

5. The junction device of claim 3, Wherein each external 
high-voltage conductor further comprises a second hot Wire 
Wherein the modular device portion is con?gured to internally 
electrically couple at least some of the second hot Wires from 
the multiple external high-voltage conductors. 

6. The junction device of claim 2, Wherein the coupled 
external high-voltage conductor comprises a Romex cable. 
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7. The junction device of claim 1, Wherein the modular 
device portion is con?gured to plug into the inner junction of 
the electrical enclosure. 

8. The junction device of claim 1 con?gured as one of a 
group comprising a receptacle outlet, a sWitched receptacle, a 
sWitch, a dimmer sWitch, a fan, a light, a ?xture and an 
electrical appliance. 

9. A junction device comprising: 
a junction device main portion con?gured for attachment to 

an electrical enclosure; and 
a modular device portion electrically coupled to the junc 

tion device main portion and con?gured for electrical 
coupling to an inner junction of the electrical enclosure; 

Wherein at least one conductive pass-through electrically 
couples the inner junction of the electrical enclosure to 
an outer junction of the electrical enclosure; and 

Wherein, apart from accommodating the conductive pass 
through, the electrical enclosure is characterized by the 
absence of an opening extending betWeen the inner and 
outer junctions. 

10. The junction device of claim 9, Wherein the junction 
device is one of a group comprising a receptacle outlet, a 
sWitched receptacle, a sWitch, a dimmer sWitch, a fan, a light, 
a ?xture and an electrical appliance. 

1 1 . A method for installing a junction device to an electrical 
enclosure, the method comprising: 

providing the electrical enclosure having an outer side and 
an inner side; 

electrically connecting a modular device portion of the 
junction device to an inner junction on the inner side of 
the electrical enclosure; 

mechanically coupling the junction device to the electrical 
enclosure; 

attaching an external conductor routing high-voltage from 
a high-voltage source to an outer junction on the outer 

side of the electrical enclosure; and 
providing a conductive path betWeen the inner and outer 

junctions; 
Wherein the method of installing the junction device to the 

electrical enclosure is characterized by the absence of 
bringing the external conductor inside the electrical 
enclosure and by coupling the external conductor 
directly to the outer junction on the outer surface of the 
enclosure. 

12. The method of claim 11, Wherein the junction device is 
selected from a group comprising a receptacle outlet, a 
sWitched receptacle, a sWitch, a dimmer sWitch, a fan, a light, 
a ?xture and an electrical appliance. 

13. A junction device comprising: 
a junction device main portion con?gured for attachment to 

an electrical enclosure; and 
a modular device portion electrically coupled to the junc 

tion device main portion and con?gured for electrical 
coupling to an inner junction of the electrical enclosure; 

Wherein at least one conductive pass-through contained 
Within the electrical enclosure electrically couples the 
inner junction of the electrical enclosure to an outer 
junction of the electrical enclosure; and 

Wherein the outer junction is directly coupled With an 
external conductor that is routing high-voltage from a 
high-voltage source, and such that no portion of the 
external conductor passes into the electrical enclosure. 

* * * * * 


