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METHOD FOR A DISTRIBUTED CONTROL 
SYSTEM 

[0001] The present invention relates to an arrangement for 
analysing and/or monitoring functions and/or structures in a 
distributed control system that Works With a ?rst protocol. 
[0002] The analysis and monitoring of functions in distrib 
uted systems are already known, for example control systems 
for machinery, vehicles, for example cars, processes, etc, of 
the type described in the patent applications and patents sub 
mitted and obtained by the same applicant and/or inventor as 
in the present patent application. Reference is made, among 
other things, to SE 466 726 and SE 0101987-6. 
[0003] Reference is also made to the fact that many 
machines, cars, etc, are constructed With subsystems that 
Work With protocols that are basically distinct, but that Work 
together through gateWays or protocol converters. Thus, for 
example, in cars more sophisticated components can be 
arranged to Work With protocols based on CAN (Controller 
Area Network), While simpler parts of subsystems Work With, 
for example, LIN. 
[0004] There is a need to be able to analyse, simulate and 
monitor the subsystems in question using the same analysis 
tool and for this purpose it has been proposed that a special 
hardWare module should be used, connected to the basic unit 
or tool via an interface. In addition to the necessity of an 
additional interface, in this case a special version of the appli 
cation is required. 
[0005] There is also a need for an arrangement in Which the 
tool, simulation and protocol functions can be allocated to 
different specialists in the respective ?elds, With the result 
that the development of tools and protocols can be kept sepa 
rate and that the tool developer does not need to have a 
thorough knoWledge of the version of the protocol or that the 
protocol developer does not need to have a thorough knoWl 
edge of the tool functions. 
[0006] There is also a need, in connection With different 
subsystems of this kind, to have arrangements for reliable and 
accurate indication of the time, on Which functions in the 
subsystem are to be based. 
[0007] There is also a need to be able to allocate computa 
tion-intensive and memory-intensive calculation and analysis 
tasks to different incorporated components in an optimal Way 
(cf use of PC, PDA, etc). It is also advantageous in certain 
connections to be able to utiliZe unit(s) in or With different 
functions in different functional phases. 
[0008] An object of the present invention is, among other 
things, to solve this problem and propose an arrangement that 
considerably simpli?es the analysis and monitoring Work and 
achieves an appropriate allocation of the tool, simulation and 
protocol functions. 
[0009] The principle characteristics of the neW arrange 
ment are, among other things, the fact that a ?rst unit is 
connected or can be connected to the control system, Which 
?rst unit, due to its compatibility With the ?rst protocol, can 
receive and/ or send task instructions concerning the functions 
and/ or structures, and the fact that the said ?rst unit comprises 
or is connected to a second unit and transforms at least those 
parts in the ?rst protocol that relate to the task instructions 
concerning the functions and/ or structures into a second pro 
tocol, by means of Which the said tasks can be initiated and/or 
carried out in a tool arrangement that is comprised in or can be 
connected to the second unit, Which tool arrangement is 
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arranged to Work With the second protocol. In this Way, pri 
mary readings and/ or modi?cations in the ?rst protocol on the 
basis of the analysis and/ or monitoring can be carried out by 
means of secondary readings and/ or modi?cations in the sec 
ond protocol 
[0010] Further developments of the invention are apparent 
from the folloWing subsidiary claims. 
[0011] The problems described by Way of introduction are 
solved by means of What is proposed in the above. 
[0012] The tool arrangement or basic unit can Work With 
information stacks in several layers and can be designed to 
make possible analysis and/or monitoring of one or more 
distributed control systems. In general, a complete tool/ 
analysis arrangement stack can logically be divided into the 
folloWing functions: 
[0013] l. Graphical presentation function [TN1] 
[0014] 2. Input data/ output data function 
[0015] 3. Analysis/ Simulation/ Processing function 
[0016] 4. Database function 
[0017] 5. Protocol function 
[0018] 6. NetWork connection function. 
[0019] For very simple protocols, all the functions can be 
carried out Within a PC, but usually the functions 5 and 6 are 
allocated to one or tWo units that are specially developed for 
the netWork protocol that is used in the netWork that is to be 
analysed. The communicationbetWeen the PC and the special 
protocol unit takes place using any protocol and connection 
standardiZed for general exchange of data betWeen the PC and 
its peripherals, for example PCMCIA, V24, USB, etc. This 
communication only transfers data and the characteristics of 
the protocol are not used as basis for the analysis/processing 
Work or for characteristics of the database. In order to solve 
the previously mentioned problems, the architecture is 
enhanced as folloWs for a ?rst netWork protocol (Which can be 
generic or special): [TN2] 
to Which the folloWing are connected, adapted for a second 
protocol: 
[0020] 1. Gateway function 
[0021] 2. Analysis/ Processing function 
[0022] 3. Database translation function 
[0023] 4. Protocol function 
[0024] 5. NetWork connection function 
[0025] Thus tWo or more units connected in series can be 
connected betWeen the tool and the control system, Where one 
of the units is connected directly or via additional unit(s) to 
the control system. The tool arrangement can be arranged to 
handle tasks in an upper layer in the stack, While the said 
second unit is arranged to handle tasks in a layer beloW the 
upper layer in the stack. The other unit can be arranged to 
handle tasks in a layer beloW the latter layer in the stack. 
[TN3] The tool arrangement can be arranged to Work With a 
protocol allocated to it, in such a Way that task instructions 
regarding differences betWeen the functions related to the 
tasks in the stack of the unit connected to the control system 
and the control system’s actual functions can be transferred to 
the tool arrangement to instigate readings or to modify the 
tasks by means of the allocated protocol. A gateWay function 
or protocol converter can transform task instructions in a 
protocol utiliZed by the control system into task instructions 
in the allocated protocol, or vice versa. [TN4] 
[0026] A currently preferred embodiment that has the sig 
ni?cant characteristics of the invention Will be described 
beloW, With reference to the attached draWings, in Which 
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[0027] FIG. 1 shows in block diagram form and in outline, 
the connection of the tool and the units to a control system 
comprising tWo control subsystems and With reference to 
current technology, 
[0028] FIG. 2 shoWs in block diagram form and in outline, 
parts of FIG. 1 supplemented by parts speci?c to the inven 
tion, 
[0029] FIG. 3 shoWs in block diagram form, a unit incor 
porated in the block diagram, and 
[0030] FIGS. 4 and 5 shoW in block diagram form, further 
embodiments in relation to the embodiments according to 
FIGS. 1-3. 

[0031] The tool or the tool arrangement consists of a num 
ber of modules or units that are shoWn schematically in FIG. 
1, Where unit 1, the basic unit, comprises a unit suitable for 
human communication and communication With peripherals, 
for example, a PC or PDA of conventional type. In one 
embodiment, a unit 2, Which comprises a PC-interface, is 
connected to the unit 1. The connection is carried out via a 
connection 3 that can be of a current type for connecting the 
peripheral unit to a PC, for example USB, FireWire, PCM 
CIA, PCI, Bluetooth, etc. The unit 2 comprises a micropro 
cessor With requisite peripherals, symboliZed by 4, and a bus 
that comprises a ?rst cable component 5', a bus adapter unit 5" 
and a second cable component 5"' that is connected to a 
contact 6 by means of Which it is connected to the system bus 
7 via the contact 6' connected to the bus. System modules 
connected to the system are symboliZed by 7", 7" and 7"'. The 
basic unit 1 comprises an appropriate database 8, an applica 
tion 9 that Works together With this and an application inter 
face (API) 10 Working With the unit 2. By means of database 
edition 8', [TN5] the user can edit the database and indicate 
hoW the values in this are to be interpreted and represented on 
the screen in the tool. Input of con?guration data can be 
carried out directly from the PC’s keyboard or from a con 
?guration ?le. As an example of a database editor can be 
mentioned “Navigator Database Editor” from Kvaser AB, 
SE. The application is Written in a commonly used language, 
for example Delphi, C++ or Visual Basic. Examples of an 
application are Kvaser Navigator and API CANlib from 
Kvaser AB. The construction is shoWn schematically by 11. 
An example of the unit 2 is LAPcan II and a unit 13 consists 
of DRVcan 251, these also being produced by Kvaser AB. 
With the described con?guration and exempli?ed products, 
the system 7 can be analysed and can Work With the protocol 
CAN and a physical interface according to the speci?cation 
for Philips CANdriver 82C251. An additional unit corre 
sponding to the unit 13 can be connected to the unit 2 With the 
designation LAPcan II for simultaneous analysis of an addi 
tional system 12 With a different physical interface, for 
example according to Philips 1053. This is shoWn by 12. The 
unit 13 is here adapted to this bus and can consist of DRVcan 
1053 from Kvaser AB. The unit 13 contains a memory With 
information concerning the physical interface. By reading off 
the memory content during a start-up phase, the application 
can adapt itself to the relevant interface. This is described in 
detail in the SWedish patent SE 466 726. Additional systems 
can be analysed at the same time by connecting to the basic 
unit additional units corresponding to the units 2 and 13. It is 
common to all the systems in this case that all Work With 
protocols based on CAN. A modern PC has su?icient com 
puting poWer and memory space to hold a sophisticated data 
base and to carry out computationally-intensive calculation 
and analysis tasks. A PDA is more limited in this respect, for 
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Which reason it can be appropriate to allocate more compu 
tationally- and memory-intensive tasks to the unit tWo and/or 
to reduce the capacity of the tool in a PDA version. This can, 
for example, be carried out by using the PC version as a 
“programming tool” for the PDA version. Special analysis 
con?gurations and part of the database necessary for these, 
and a ?xed presentation con?guration of the analysis result on 
the PDA’s screen. [TN6] After it has been determined in the 
PC Which tasks are to be carried out and hoW the result is to be 
presented, a con?guration ?le is generated Which is then 
doWnloaded to the PDA. The con?guration can be carried out 
in stages, for example With a separate con?guration of the 
presentation-function, another for the database function, etc. 

[0032] Many machines, cars, etc, are constructed With sub 
systems that Work With protocols that are basically distinct 
but that Work together through gateWays. Examples of this 
can be found in cars, Where certain more sophisticated com 
ponents Work With protocols based on CAN, While simpler 
subsystems Work With the protocol LIN. The CAN compo 
nents can be analysed With CANtool, for example Kvaser 
Navigator, and LIN systems With LINtool, for example LIN 
spector from Volcano Automotive. As CAN systems and LIN 
systems often Work together via a gateWay, there is a need to 
analyse these in the same analysis tool. Vector-InformatikAB 
has solved the problem for its tool “CANalyZer” With a spe 
cial hardWare module “LINda”, directly connected to the 
basic unit via a V24-interface. In addition to an additional 
interface for the basic unit, this solution requires a special 
version of application. 
[0033] The tools knoWn to date have limitations dependent 
upon their architecture. For analysis of the communication in 
systems of the type described, it is essential to be able to relate 
in time events that have occurred in the different subsystems. 
In the solution according to the invention, as shoWn in FIG. 2, 
this can be carried out simply betWeen tWo systems 24, 25 as 
the tWo systems are connected to the same unit 22 (cf the unit 
2) and the events can accordingly be timed using the same 
clock. It has already been mentioned that more than tWo 
systems can be analysed by connecting additional units 22 to 
the unit 21 (cf unit 1). HoWever, this has the disadvantage that 
the events are related to the clock of the respective connected 
unit 22. Accuracy Will be poor for comparisons of events that 
take place in sub systems that are connected to different units 
22. A ?rst step that is made possible by means of the invention 
is to solve the problem for tWo subsystems 24, 25 Working 
With different protocols. By connecting one subsystem 24 
that Works With a protocol allocated to it to a tool 21 devel 
oped to ful?l the analysis requirements imposed by this sub 
system and connecting the second subsystem 25 that Works 
With a protocol allocated to it to the tool’s unit 22 via a unit 23 
With suitable characteristics, several advantages are obtained 
in comparison to the knoWn solution. Suitable characteristics 
for the unit 23 are that it is to be able to act as a gateWay or 
protocol converter betWeen the tWo protocols, that it can be 
connected directly to a second netWork 25 or via a unit 26 and 
also that it can carry out analysis tasks on the unit’s 22 pro 
tocol. In this Way, an existing tool for a protocol can easily be 
enhanced in order to analyse a neW protocol. The develop 
ment of the neW enhancement is limited to a neW unit 23 and 
a message/command protocol for translation of messages 
occurring in the protocol for the unit 22 into a suitable form 
for use in databases and interpreters for the tool’s protocol. 
For a user, it is a great advantage that he can use his existing 
tool, and for the tool producer, it is a great advantage that the 
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basic development can be carried out in a completely separate 
environment Without affecting other parts in the tool. 

[0034] The tool according to FIG. 2 thus consists of a basic 
unit 21 and a unit 22 according to the previous description. A 
unit 23 is connected to the unit 22, Which unit 23 is in turn 
connected to a system (control subsystem) 24. The unit 22 can 
be connected to a second system (control subsystem) 25 via a 
unit 26 as previously described (cf also 13). The communi 
cation betWeen the unit 21 and the unit 22 is carried out by 
means of a protocol symbolized by 27, betWeen the unit 22 
and the unit 23 by means of a second protocol symbolized by 
28, and betWeen the unit 23 and the analysed system by means 
of a third protocol symbolized by 29. By the term protocol is 
meant here a basic-protocol supplemented by higher layers. 
These layers differ from the layers of the current OSI-model. 
Many tasks that according to the OSI-model are handled by 
the loWest layers can be handled by higher layers. For 
example, the protocol 27 can be based on a suitable variant of 
USB supplemented by API-functions that are tailor-made for 
a particular unit 22. The protocol 28 can be based on the same 
protocol With additions specially developed for the unit 23, or 
alternatively based on a different basic protocol, for example 
CAN, adapted for the unit 23. These adaptations can be com 
pletely speci?ed or can be able to be customized With a 
modifying protocol. As a comparison, 11939 can be men 
tioned as an example of a completely speci?ed protocol based 
on the basic protocol CAN and CanKingdom can be men 
tioned as an example of a protocol that can be customized, this 
also being based on CAN, With Which a completely speci?ed 
protocol can be de?ned. Corresponding principles can be 
applied for the basic protocol 28, in order to obtain the said 
protocol. The protocol 29 is alWays the same protocol as the 
one used in the system 24 or 25. There can be additional 
protocols, specially adapted to be used in a con?guration or 
start-up phase. 
[0035] FIG. 3 shoWs schematically the construction of a 
unit 23 according to FIG. 2. For the sake of clarity, it is 
provided With tWo microprocessors, but the task can be solved 
With one microprocessor. The unit 23 [is] connected on one 
side to a system 301 via the contacts 302, 303 and the con 
nection lead 304. [TN7] The signals on the bus can be read by 
the microprocessor 306 via the interface electronics 305. 
Using instructions stored in the memory 307, the signals can 
be interpreted in accordance With the protocol 308 used in the 
system. In its simplest form, the interpretation can involve 
only the received bit pattern being transferred, but the inter 
pretation can be of an extensive nature Where much supple 
mentary information provided according to the rules of the 
protocol is added by the microprocessor. The information 
thus interpreted is transferred to the dual-ported memory 309. 
Additional information of interest can be added to the inter 
preted information, for example time-stamping indicating 
When the information Was obtained from the system. The time 
is obtained from the clock 310 that is triggered in a suitable 
Way by the interface electronics, for example When the recep 
tion of a message commences. The information is stored in 
the dual-ported memory in an organized Way according to 
rules adapted according to the requirements of the system 
protocol, so that speci?c information is stored in a speci?c 
location indicated by the table 311. The dual-ported memory 
309 can be read by the microprocessor 312 Which can com 
municate according to a second protocol using rules stored in 
the memory 313 and physically via the interface electronics 
314 With the second unit 315. In the memory 313 are also 
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stored rules for hoW the information stored in 309 according 
to the rules in 307 and 311 is converted according to the rules 
for the second protocol. The clock 310 can be symbolized 
[TN8] With the clock in the second unit 315 via the protocol 
or by a separate clock synchronization connection. For 
examples of synchronization via protocols, refer to CanKing 
dom. In this Way, all third units connected to a second unit can 
be time-synchronized. An alternative solution is that the third 
units are connected together With a synchronization cable. 
The unit 23 can also simulate a module completely or par 
tially using appropriate softWare. 
[0036] FIG. 4 shoWs a variant of the utilization of the inven 
tion. In a ?rst stage, the tool 401, Which is implemented on a 
PC 402, Which is connected to a second unit 403 and a third 
unit 404, is equipped With an enlarged permanent memory 
and/or With a temporary memory 405 that can be ?tted. The 
tool arrangement is connected to a system 406 and connected 
for direct analysis of the system, carried out by a human user 
407. The user acquires experience of What it is important to 
check and verify in the system in order to ensure a reliable 
functioning. When the experience has been acquired, rules 
are generated for hoW the analysis can be repeated automati 
cally, for example Which messages need to be checked, 
sequences of messages on both sides of a given message With 
given content that must be saved for further analysis, Which 
messages are to be saved upon the appearance of error mes 
sages, active transmission of messages in given situations, 
etc. These rules are saved in the form of a data ?le that can be 
doWnloaded to the third unit 404. In addition, the user draWs 
up rules for a subsidiary database adapted for a PDA and rules 
for hoW collected information and the analysis result are to be 
presented in a PDA. These rules are compiled in one or more 
?les that can be interpreted by a PDA With appropriate soft 
Ware. These ?les are also able to be doWnloaded to the third 
unit. In this ?rst stage, the third unit 404 acts as interface 
betWeen the system and other parts of the tool. 
[0037] In a second stage, the generated ?les are doWn 
loaded to one or more third units. This can be carried out 

directly using serial communication or via a temporary 
memory. Using instructions from these ?les, the third unit can 
then independently collect and process information impor 
tant for the analysis and save it in the enlarged memory. Thus, 
in a simple Way a large number of third units can be connected 
to an equally large number of systems, for example a ?eet of 
vehicles. The third units function in this second stage as 
sophisticated data loggers. 
[0038] In a third stage, a technician 408 With a PDA 409 can 
connect this to a third unit 404'" Which Worked for a time in 
the system 406"‘. The PDA’s softWare 410 starts by uploading 
via a Bluetooth connection 411 the ?les that are stored in the 
third unit equipped With Bluetooth interface 412 With infor 
mation about hoW the analysis is to be presented in the PDA, 
hoW the database is to be organized and hoW the further 
analysis is to be carried out. In this Way, a large number of 
technicians can analyse a large number of systems in an 
organized Way. In this third stage, the third units function 
together With the respective PDAs as a tailor-made analysis 
tool. 
[0039] A further embodiment is shoWn in FIG. 5. A distrib 
uted control system or data collection system 501 Works With 
a ?rst protocol 502 and comprises a number of modules 503 
and 504 for different tasks. For example, the module 503 is 
arranged to carry out temperature measurement using the 
sensor 505, While the module 504 can carry out several tasks 
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506, 507, Which can be selected by means of commands. The 
commands i1, i3 and command responses i1', i3', and signals 
i2, i4 and signal responses i2‘, i4' are exchanged utilizing the 
?rst protocol via the link 508. A ?rst unit 509, arranged for 
communication With the system and at least certain analysis 
of the same utilizing the ?rst protocol, is connected to the link 
and can exchange signals and commands i1, i1', i2, i2‘, i3, i3', 
With a ?rst structure and function adapted in accordance With 
the requirements of the system and the ?rst protocol. The ?rst 
unit comprises a conversion unit 510 Which can convert sig 
nals and commands from the ?rst structure and function in 
accordance With the ?rst protocol and the requirements of the 
system to a second structure and function adapted to a system, 
real or virtual, Working With a second protocol 511 With 
similar requirements. The converted signals and commands, 
in Whole or in part, marked in the Figure by ii1-ii4', are 
transferred via the link 512 to a second unit 513 arranged to 
Work With the second protocol and to forWard these in more or 
less processed form to the tool 514. The tool 514 is arranged 
to Work With the second protocol and the system With func 
tions such as scanning of messages 515, control functions 
516, analysis functions 517 and structure functions 518. The 
How described can take place in the reverse direction from the 
tool to the ?rst system, With signals and commands generated 
for the second system and protocol being sent via the second 
unit to the ?rst unit Where signals and commands are con 
verted to structure and function in accordance With the 
requirements for the ?rst system and the ?rst protocol. It is 
also Within the concept of the invention to utilize a second 
module 519 in the system as gateWay for the communication 
betWeen the ?rst unit and the tool. In vehicles, such a module 
can suitably be a module capable of telephone communica 
tion betWeen the vehicle and the public telephone netWork or 
a module for statutory diagnosis information, so-called 
“OnBoard Diagnostics” (OBD), and the second protocol can 
then suitably be a standardiZed diagnosis protocol, for 
example a variant of KWP 2000 for CAN (ISO 15765). The 
unit (PDA or the like) or second part that can be connected to 
the computer or the ?rst part (PC) is capable of carrying out 
part of the tasks that the PC can carry out. These tasks are 
con?gured in the PC and doWnloaded to the PDA in con?gu 
ration ?les. The PDA or the like can consist of a standard unit 
that does not have a relevant interface, for example a CAN 
interface. The PDA can be replaced by a simpler unit With 
indications, for example lamp, lights, signal device, etc, that 
indicates Whether the system tested, simulated, etc, by the 
unit ful?ls predetermined functions or speci?cations. The 
PDA or the unit has limited communication With the user and 
in this Way simpli?ed procedures can be utiliZed for testing or 
the like. If the PDA (Personal Digital Assistant) or the unit 
gives a signal that the test or the like cannot be carried out, it 
can be connected to the more poWerful PC, Which can doWn 
load additional or other tasks instructions to the PDA, for 
example after it has carried out the analysis, simulation, etc, 
of the given information. The PDA or the like can also be 
disconnected from the PC With a special means of disconnec 
tion (not shoWn) after the doWnload and can be utiliZed for 
other systems than those shoWn. Several PDAs can be loaded 
from the PC and allocated to various technicians in the ?eld. 
The unit 2 according to FIG. 1 can alternatively consist of a 
PDA unit 111 With connections 3', 3" and 3"' to the tool com 
ponent 1 (3'rpermanent and 3"qvireless) and the unit 2 
respectively, Which in accordance With What is described 
beloW can then form a ?rst unit, With the PDA unit being 
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regarded as being incorporated in a tool arrangement With the 
unit 1. The third unit 13 belongs to the area 5 With connections 
to the subsystem 12. According to FIG. 2, the units 22, 23 can 
alternatively be incorporated in a unit 30 that is available on 
the market as a combined unit. The tool arrangement com 
prises a sophisticated part 21 and a less sophisticated part 
(PDA) 21a. The connections 31, 32, 33, 34 are arranged in a 
corresponding Way to 3, 3', 3", and 3"'. In the unit 30', the said 
unit (23') in FIG. 3 is able to be connected to the unit 315 (or 
vice versa). The connectors are shoWn by 316, 317. A com 
munication circuit 318 is connected to a microprocessor 319 
With incorporated peripherals, including memory/memories. 
A memory module 320 is arranged With logging equipment, 
recording and playback facilities, etc. A memory connected 
to the microprocessor is Writable and readable from tWo 
(both) directions, that is from both the bus side and the system 
side. The memory can be divided into a number of subsidiary 
memories With different algorithms that are passWord-pro 
tected. The content can thus be encrypted. Veri?cations and 
signalling are protected by codes, passWords, etc. A random 
number generator, PGP (Pretty Good Privacy), can be incor 
porated in the function. [TN9] A connection device 322 is 
incorporated in a function for simple handling in the ?eld. The 
equipment 315 indicates test results With a “Yes” and “No” 
function. Upon successful completion of the test, a device 
(lamp, bell, etc) 323 can be activated. If the equipment and the 
test function programmed therein receive a negative indica 
tion that the vehicle/car (the test object) does not ful?l the 
requirements laid doWn, the device 324 is activated. The 
devices 323, 324 can consist of a device that operates With 
different colors, signals, etc, see above. A random number 
generator is also connected to the microprocessor 319 Which 
generates random numbers for code functions, etc. Commu 
nication circuits for Bluetooth and USB (for example) are 
indicated by 326, 327. Connectors 328, 329 make possible 
connection of basic tool components 330 (PDA) and sophis 
ticated tool components 331, Which components can also be 
connected to the circuit 326 in the case of Bluetooth. The 
connections 332, 333, 334, 335 can be cable-based or Wire 
less connections. PDA 330 can thus be connected by Wireless 
means to the circuit 326 (see 334) and the component 331 (see 
335). A protocol for CAN, USE, etc, is indicated by 336. A 
protocol 337 can be based on USB and a protocol 338 is based 
on Bluetooth. A protocol 339 can be based on PCPIP (Word 
Wide Web). [TN10] See the above, regarding the said proto 
cols. The user can specify that What is to be sent is to go under, 
for example, KVASER’s ID, Whereupon KVASER provides 
the relevant ID. The unit 23' contains a part 309 With a part 
309a (1/0) that Works With digital and/ or analogue functions. 
The part 309a comprises inputs and/or outputs for 30919 for 
the said functions. The equipment can be arranged to Work 
With hard-coded serial numbers and ID. Memory areas that 
are Writable and readable from the PC-side are available for 
this purpose. Customer numbers for systems and PCs can be 
used. Veri?cations and digital signatures are arranged to be 
carried out With hard-coded keys. The PDA unit can be 
replaced by a simpler unit With the said functions for approval 
and non-approval, that is the unit has communication to the 
user that is even more limited than that of the PDA. The 
poWerful PC part can be consulted or can take over the test in 
the event of non-approval. In one embodiment, the PDA unit 
can solve only knoWn problems. Interaction can take place by 
data and/or voice. Problems that are not resolved at the PDA 
level are resolved at PC-level and entered in the database, 
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whereby both the problem and its solution become known and 
can thereafter, for example, be included in those that are to be 
resolved using the PDA or unit in question. Signalling and 
veri?cation can be carried out with asymmetric ciphers both 
between PC and PDA and between PDA and vehicles/cars 
(test objects). With PGP, one and the same symmetrical key is 
encrypted. In FIG. 5, 520 is a wireless connectionbetween the 
units 513 and 519. 
[0040] The invention is not limited to the embodiments 
described above by way of example, but can be modi?ed 
within the framework of the following patent claims and the 
concept of the invention. 

1. A method for at least one of analyZing, simulating and 
monitoring functions and/or structures of a distributed con 
trol system, comprising: 

connecting at least one ?rst unit (23) to the distributed 
control system; 

connecting a second unit (22) to the distributed control 
system; 

at least one of receiving and sending task instructions at the 
?rst unit concerning at least one of the functions and 
structures of the distributed control system; 

transforming at least those parts of the task instructions in 
a ?rst protocol and concerning the second unit (22) to 
task instructions in a second protocol; 

wherein primary readings and/ or modi?cations in the ?rst 
protocol on the basis of the at least one of analyZing, 
simulating and monitoring can be carried out by means 
of secondary readings and/or modi?cations in the sec 
ond protocol. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one ?rst unit 
(23, 26) is connected to the distributed control system via 
contacts (5', 6', 6"), and 

the second unit (22) is connected to the ?rst unit (23) and to 
a tool arrangement for interacting with a user and further 
comprising: 

carrying out calculation, simulation and/or analysis tasks 
with a ?rst computer (21); 

con?guring a second computer connected to the ?rst com 
puter, wherein the second computer is adapted to carry 
out at least some of the tasks of the ?rst computer; 

communicating with the tool arrangement, with the second 
unit, by means of the second protocol (28) or a third 
protocol (29), which by readings and/or modi?cations in 
the ?rst protocol and in the ?rst and second protocols, 
respectively, can carry out the readings and/or modi? 
cations in a same way in the second and third protocols, 
respectively, 

wherein the at least one ?rst unit (23, 26) further comprises 
at least one microprocessor which communicates partly 
with the distributed control system by means of a con 
nection, a protocol and a bit speed valid for the distrib 
uted control system, and communicates with the second 
unit (22), 

wherein the second unit (22) is equipped with at least one 
microprocessor adapted to communicate and exchange 
information with the at least one ?rst unit and the tool 
arrangement, and 
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wherein primary readings and/or modi?cations in the ?rst 
protocol on the basis of at least one of analyZing, simu 
lating and monitoring can be carried out by means of 
secondary readings and/or modi?cations in the second 
protocol. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the second protocol is 
developed to serve as a common platform for the analysis 
tasks of two or more systems with different protocols. 

4. The method according to claim 2, wherein the second 
unit (22) provides a common time base for units working in 
parallel. 

5. The method according to claim 2, wherein the at least 
one ?rst unit (23, 26) is arranged for independent collection, 
processing and saving of information from the distributed 
control system and in that the information generated in this 
way is arranged to be able to be read and/or interpreted via 
information generated by the second unit (22). 

6. The method according to claim 2, wherein second parts 
of task instructions downloaded or transferred from the ?rst 
computer (21) can be allocated for use in second computer 
units in different systems. 

7. The method according to claim 2, wherein during inter 
action between the ?rst computer and the user, rules are 
generated for automatic repetition, and the rules are further 
modi?ed for a second computer with regard to the collected 
information and presentation of results of the analyZing task. 

8. The method according to claim 2, wherein the tool 
arrangement is adapted with a connection arrangement 
adapted to communicate with one or more of the micropro 
cessors via serial or wireless communication. 

9. The method according to claim 2, wherein the ?rst or 
second unit is adapted to communicate via a serial commu 
nication in one direction and with a microprocessor (4) via a 
serial communication towards the other direction and to work 
with a reduced interface toward users. 

10. The method according to claim 2, wherein the ?rst or 
second unit communicates with one or more units via a serial 
communication by means of the at least one microprocessor 
and works with a reduced interface toward at least one user, 
carries out processing of signals from an other unit according 
to rules attained from the other unit, and comprises a number 
of units having microprocessors which communicate with 
serial communication. 

11. The method according to of claim 8, wherein the com 
munication is by at least one of USB, Bluetooth and Ethernet. 

12. The method according to claim 9, wherein the serial 
communication is by at least one of CAN and LIN and the 
reduced interface is at least one of light diodes and summers. 

13. The method according to claim 10, wherein the serial 
communication is by at least one of CAN and LIN and the 
reduced interface is at least one of light diodes and summers. 

14. The method according to claim 10, wherein the units 
further comprise a local clock which respectively is adjusted 
or related to a clock in the other unit. 

* * * * * 


