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WORLD PLAZA, SUITE 604, 141-07 20TH (57) ABSTRACT 

AVENUE A device for covering and transporting a portable computer 
WHITESTONE’ NY 11357 (Us) comprises loWer (4) and top (6) boards Which cover the com 

puter external surfaces, are shaped in the form of a parallel 
(21) APP1- NOJ 12/092,520 epiped and pivotable about an edge (8) provided With at least 

one opening (10) for accessing to connections and ports 
- _ arranged on the computer rear face. The loWer board (4) 

(22) PCT Flled' NOV‘ 2’ 2006 and/or the top board (6) are provided With slide grooves (40) 
in Which a sliding belt (42) in the form of a closed loop is 

(86) PCT No.: PCT/EP06/68038 introduced. Said slide grooves enable the sliding belt to be 
slidingly adjusted at a desired height position in such a Way 

§ 371 (c)(1), that it makes it possible to access to ports (USB, R145) and to 
(2), (4) Date: May 20, 2008 readers (DVD, CD, diskettes). 
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DEVICE TO COVERING AND 
TRANSPORTINGA PORTABLE COMPUTER 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] This invention relates to a device to cover and trans 
port a portable computer Wherein the device comprises a 
lower ?ap and an upper ?ap covering the outside faces of the 
computer With a parallelepipedal shape articulated around an 
edge comprising at least one opening permitting access to the 
connections and ports located at the rear of the computer. 

[0002] The prior art discloses (Patent Abstract of Japan, 
vol. 2000, no 11) a device of this type. This document 
describes a bag for transporting a portable computer. HoW 
ever, the lateral sides, as Well as the front side of the computer 
are not accessible, such that the computer has to be removed 
in order to access the various sockets on its sides. Further 
more, the computer is not held inside the transport bag and 
does not feature any insertable handles. 

[0003] The purpose of this invention is to provide a device 
to cover and transport a portable computer Which overcomes 
these disadvantages. These purposes are achieved, in compli 
ance With the invention, by the fact that the loWer ?ap and/ or 
the upper ?ap comprise slide grooves into Which a sliding 
attachment strap closed into a loop is inserted, Wherein said 
slide grooves permit the adjustment to the correct height of 
the position of the strap, in order to leave free access to the 
ports (U SB, R145) and drives (DVD, CD, disc) of the portable 
computer and to access all of the keys of the keyboard and the 
mouse, according to their various positions according to the 
models. 

[0004] The said slide grooves are preferably rectilinear and 
parallel to one another. 

[0005] The sliding strap advantageously comprises an 
extendable part Which permits a portable computer to be 
accommodated, by adapting to its format. In another variant, 
it could be entirely extendable. 
[0006] Advantageously, the sliding strap is suf?ciently thin 
to alloW the user to close the portable computer While keeping 
the sliding strap in the same position as When the portable 
computer is in use. 

[0007] Thanks to these characteristics, the device of the 
invention permits: 

[0008] a bag or cover to be attached to all types of por 
table computer according to the various forms, designs, 
dimensions and positions of the keyboard and various 
drives (disc, CD or DVD); 

[0009] While maintaining the attachment of the portable 
computer, to access all of the ports (USB, poWer, R145, 
printer, Ethernet board and others) as Well as the various 
drives (disc, CD or DVD) by adjusting the position of the 
sliding strap, as Well as to access all of the keys of the 
keyboard and mouse according to their various positions 
according to the models; 

[0010] to conserve the cover permanently attached to the 
portable computer regardless of Whether the user Wishes 
to Work on the computer or close it Without being 
obliged to modify the attachment manually. 

[0011] Preferably, the parallelepipedal ?aps are ?at in 
shape so as to permit free access to the sides of the computer, 
Whether it is open or closed. 
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[0012] Thanks to this characteristic, the invention has many 
additional advantages: 

[0013] it permits the portable computer to be protected 
from scratches and other damage that may occur to the 
outside surface; 

[0014] it facilitates use or transport of the portable com 
puter by avoiding the insertion in a carrying case as the 
cover remains attached to the portable computer for 
normal use as for transport, thus alloWing it to be trans 
ported or used simply by opening or closing it; 

[0015] it provides more ergonomic transport of the por 
table computer as the cover is thinner, lighter and more 
attractive; 

[0016] it permits access to all of the ports (USB, poWer, 
R145, printer, Ethernet board and others) as Well as the 
various drives (disc, CD or DVD) of the portable com 
puter at all times by conserving the transport cover on 
the portable computer. 

[0017] Preferably, the ?aps are made up of several layers, 
Wherein one of these layers has a recess into Which handles 
may be inserted. 
[0018] Preferably, the sliding strap is closed into a loop 
Which reveals the non extendable part of the strap and con 
ceals the extendable part of the strap, Which passes through 
the channel formed betWeen the layers. 
[0019] Advantageously, the handles have end pieces that 
are Wider than the ori?ces of the recesses into Which the 
handles are inserted in order to maintain the handles attached 
to the ?aps. 
[0020] Advantageously once again, the upper ?ap has on its 
external corners straps that can hold the thickness of the 
computer and Which are suf?ciently thin that they alloW the 
computer to be closed. 
[0021] Advantageously once again and in one speci?c 
embodiment of the invention, the handle is of the same thick 
ness as the ?aps so that the ?aps maintain their ?at appearance 
and especially so that the computer resting on the loWer ?ap 
remains stable. 
[0022] Advantageously, springs are ?tted to solicit the 
handles in the open position. A clip alloWs them to be held in 
the closed position. To remove the handles, pressure is simply 
exerted on them in order to release the clip. The handles thus 
come out under the pressure of the springs. 
[0023] In one speci?c embodiment of the invention, the 
device comprises, at the corner formed by the ?aps and on 
their outside face, a reinforcing and protective Zone compris 
ing pads Which alloW the cover to be stood in the vertical 
position. 
[0024] Advantageously, the device to cover and transport a 
portable computer comprises an edge featuring at least one 
opening permitting access to the connections and ports at the 
rear of the computer. 
[0025] In one speci?c embodiment of the invention, the 
loWer ?aps comprises a ventilation Zone 22 intended to 
improve the ventilation of the computer by alloWing air to 
pass to cool its processor. This ventilation Zone, by Way of non 
restrictive example, is formed by a cut-out in the surface of the 
loWer ?aps covered by a ?ne protective mesh 24. Air inlet 
channels are advantageously provided on the loWer ?ap face. 
[0026] For this purpose and in one speci?c embodiment of 
the invention, all of the layers are perforated according to the 
form and position of the ventilation Zone. The layers have the 
speci?c feature of being partially perforated (mesh or several 
holes) in this same Zone. 
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[0027] In one speci?c embodiment of the invention, the 
lower ?ap or the upper ?ap comprises on its surface an attach 
ment system Which permits e?icient attachment of the por 
table computer inside the cover and transport device and to 
keep the ?aps closed. 
[0028] By Way of non restrictive example, this attachment 
system comprises a strap onto Which a press stud is ?tted. On 
the opposite ?ap, and at the same height on this ?ap, there is 
a also a press stud to be paired With the press stud or Velcro or 
other means (magnet, etc.) and thus to close the attachment. 
This strap comprises a part that is incorporated into the lining 
of the ?ap on Which it is located so that it remains discreet 
When the cover and transport device is in the open position 
and the computer is in the open Working position. 
[0029] This strap is also sliding so that the outside part of 
the strap may extend to alloW the press studs to be fastened to 
close the cover and transport device. 
[0030] Advantageously, the strap also comprises at the end 
of its part located inside the lining a Wider shape With respect 
to the shape of the strap so as to keep the strap attached inside 
the lining of the ?ap. 
[0031] Other advantages and characteristics of the inven 
tion Will become clearer upon reading the folloWing descrip 
tion, made in reference to the appended draWings. In these 
draWings: 
[0032] FIG. 1 is a front vieW of a device to cover and 
transport a portable computer in compliance With the inven 
tion; 
[0033] FIG. 1a is a detailed vieW of the sliding strap; 
[0034] FIG. 2 is a three quarter rear vieW of the cover and 
transport device shoWn in FIG. 1; 
[0035] FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective vieW of the cover 
and transport device of the invention. 
[0036] In FIGS. 1 and 2, the device to cover and transport a 
portable computer Which is designated as an assembly by the 
general reference 2, comprises a loWer ?ap 4 and an upper ?ap 
6. The loWer ?ap 4 is designed to cover the loWer face of the 
computer, Whereas the upper ?ap 6 is designed to cover the 
upper face of the computer (not shoWn). The loWer face 4 and 
the upper face 6 are connected to one another by means of an 
edge 8 that is rounded or substantially ?at in shape. The edge 
comprises at least one partial or complete opening 10 of the 
Zone (tWo openings in the example shoWn) and/or one or more 
Zip or Velcro fasteners (not shoWn). By Way of non restrictive 
example, the openings 10 are rectangular. They permit access 
to the connections and ports at the rear of the computer. 

[0037] The parallelepipedal ?aps 4 and 6 are ?at so as to 
permit free access to the shorter sides 12 and to the large side 
14 of the portable computer. 
[0038] The upper parallelepipedal ?ap 6 comprises, in the 
example shoWn, at these external corners attachment straps 
1 6 Which can contain the thickness of a portable computer and 
suf?ciently thin to alloW the portable computer to be closed 
Without having to move these attachments. In one variant of 
the embodiment, the loWer parallelepipedal ?ap 4 may also 
comprise such straps at its external comers. 

[0039] The sliding strap 3 of the part located at the bottom 
of the upper ?ap is designed to avoid the cover from gaping 
open by attaching it to the computer. 
[0040] The sliding function is designed to adjust the strap 
so that it is not positioned on the bottom of the screen and so 
that consequently it does not impair the visibility of the screen 
for the user. 
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[0041] The cover and transport device also comprises a 
reinforcing and protective Zone, such that rubber pads located 
on the edge 8 and on the outside permit the cover and transport 
device to be stood in the vertical position. 
[0042] The loWer 4 and upper 6 ?aps respectively comprise 
on their upper part a sliding handle 36 so that the external part 
of the handle 36 may be extended and make it easier to grip to 
transport the portable computer. The handle 36 may thus be 
retracted in order to remain discreet and maintain an attractive 
appearance for the cover and transport device by ?tting into 
the lining of the ?ap. In FIG. 1, the handle is shoWn in its 
retracted position on the loWer ?ap 4 and in the extended 
position on the upper ?ap 6. Furthermore, as may be seen 
from FIGS. 1 and 2, the loWer ?ap 4, by Way of non restrictive 
example, comprises tWo rectilinear and parallel slide grooves 
40. A sliding attachment strap 42 (see FIG. 1a) that can hold 
the thickness of a portable computer slides in the tWo slide 
grooves 40. The sliding strap 42 is closed into a loop. Con 
sequently, part of the sliding strap 42 appears above the loWer 
?ap 4 andpart of the sliding strap 42 is situated underneath the 
same loWer ?ap 4. The strap 42 comprises an extendable part 
44 permitting the sliding strap to extend and to adapt to the 
shape and siZe of the computer that it is to hold. 
[0043] As may be seen from the ?gures, the tWo slide 
grooves 40 substantially extend along the entire height of the 
loWer ?ap 4, Which alloWs the strap to be adjusted to a position 
in Which it does not prevent access to any of the ports or 
connections of the computer. Preferably, the strap is thin 
enough to alloW the user to close the portable computer While 
conserving the strap in the same position as When the portable 
computer is in use. 
[0044] FIG. 3 shoWs an exploded vieW of the various layers 
forming the cover and transport device of the invention. As 
may be seen in this ?gure, the device is composed of six 
different layers, Which is to say respectively an outer layer of 
leather 46 and an inner layer of leather 48, a thin plate layer in 
Which the straps 50 pass, tWo reinforcing plate layers 52 
separated by a ?exible reinforcement 54 forming an anti 
gaping articulation. Furthermore, a thin loWer protective plate 
layer is interposed betWeen the tWo reinforcing plate layers 52 
and the outer layer of leather 46, While a thin upper protective 
plate layer is interposed betWeen the thin plate layer in Which 
the straps 50 pass and the tWo reinforcing plate layers 52. As 
may be seen, each of the handles 36 has tWo arms 60 that 
terminate in an end piece 62 that is Wider than the arms. The 
arms 60 are inserted into recesses 64 in Which they can slide 
so as to retract or extend the handle 36. The recesses 64 have 
a part With a narroWer section 66 in order to retain the end 
pieces 62 in the recesses 64. The function of the thin protec 
tive plate layers 56 and 58 is to avoid Wear and deformation 
caused by the outWard pressure of the handles When they are 
held by the outer layers covered With leather for example 46 
and 48 When the handles are moved to retract or extend them. 
The function of the plate 58 is also to avoidWear or the tearing 
of the extendable part 44 When the handles are moved to 
retract or extend them. Furthermore, the handles are equipped 
With thin reinforcing strips, for example made of glass ?bre 
68 Whose function is to reinforce the handles 36 to avoid the 
deformation caused by the Weight of the computer When it is 
held by these handles 36. 

1-14. (canceled) 
15. Device to cover and transport a portable computer 

comprising a loWer ?ap (4) and an upper ?ap (6) covering the 
outside faces of the computer articulated around an edge (8), 
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characterised in that at least one of said ?aps comprises at 
least one attachment strap that can contain the thickness of the 
computer and maintain one or both of said ?aps permanently 
attached to the outside faces in order to, accompany the move 
ments of the ?aps When they are opened and/or closed. 

16. Device according to claim 15, characterized in that the 
attachment strap is a sliding strap, that may be partially or 
totally extendable. 

17. Device according to claim 15, characterized in that the 
loWer ?ap (4) and the upper ?ap (6) comprise slide grooves 
(40) into Which the sliding attachment strap (42) is intro 
duced, Which may be closed into a loop so as to leave part of 
it part visible on the outside of the ?ap and part of it incorpo 
rated into said ?ap, so that it is not visible on the outside from 
the other side. 

18. Device according to claim 15 comprising a loWer ?ap 
(4) and an upper ?ap (6) covering the outside faces of the 
computer articulated around an edge (8), characterized in that 
the loWer ?ap (4) and the upper ?ap (6) comprise slide 
grooves (40) into Which a sliding attachment strap (42) is 
inserted, Wherein said slide grooves (40) may be rectilinear 
and parallel to one another in order to permit the adjustment 
to the correct height of the position of the strap, leaving free 
access to the various functions of the portable computer such 
as the screen, the ports, the keys of the keyboard and the 
mouse, according to and regardless of their various positions 
according to the models, and the sliding strap may be closed 
into a loop. 

19. Device according to claim 15, characterized in that the 
edge (8) comprises at least one opening (10) permitting 
access to the connections and ports located at the rear of the 
computer. 

20. Device according to claim 15 comprising a loWer ?ap 
(4) and an upper ?ap (6) covering the outside faces of the 
computer articulated around an edge (8), characterized in that 
said ?aps are ?at in shape so as to ensure the ventilation of the 
processor of the computer and to permit free access to the 
sides (12, 14) and the various functions of the computer 
regardless of Whether it is in the open or closed position, and 
in that it comprises at least one opening (10) permitting access 
to the connections and ports located at the rear of the com 
puter. 
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21. Device according to claim 20, characterized in that the 
loWer (4) and upper (6) ?aps are ?at in shape and comprise 
several layers, Wherein certain of the layers may be cut out. 

22. Device according to claim 20, characterized in that the 
loWer ?ap or the upper ?ap comprises an attachment system 
to hold the loWer (4) and upper (6) ?aps on the outside faces 
of the computer regardless of Whether it is in the open or 
closed position. 

23. Device according to claim 20, characterized in that the 
loWer ?ap or the upper ?ap comprises an attachment system 
and possibly a strap that is thin enough to alloW the computer 
to be opened or closed Without any need to move or touch said 
attachment system. 

24. Device according to claim 22, characterized in that the 
attachment system is as de?ned in any of the previous claims. 

25. Device according to claim 20, characterized in that the 
loWer ?ap comprises at least one ventilation zone (22) or air 
inlet channels to alloW air to pass and cool the processor of the 
computer. 

26. Device according to claim 25, characterized in that the 
ventilation zones or air inlet channels are formed by a cut-out 
in the surface of the loWer ?ap. 

27. Device according to claim 15, characterized in that it 
comprises handles (36), Wherein said handles may be ?at in 
shape and possibly of the same thickness as the ?aps so as to 
conserve the ?at appearance of the ?aps and the stability of 
the computer Which rests on the loWer ?ap (4). 

28. Device according to claim 27, characterized in that it 
comprises handles (36) made in the same section as the ?aps 
so as to avoid having another external layer. 

29. Device according to claim 27, characterized in that one 
of the layers (52) has at least one recess (64) into Which the 
handles (36) are inserted. 

30. Device according to claim 27, characterized in that the 
handles have end pieces (62) that are Wider than the ori?ces 
(66) of the recesses into Which the handles are inserted in 
order to maintain the handles attached to the ?aps. 

31. Device according to claim 15, characterised in that it 
comprises a closure and attachment system that may be 
inserted into one of the layers of the ?aps. 

* * * * * 


