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(57) ABSTRACT 

A storage and drying unit for storing and drying outerwear, 
sports clothing or equipment is provided. The unit comprises 
an enclosure having a back wall, a top wall, and two side walls 
de?ning at least one chamber with an open front. The cham 
ber may also include shelf members for supporting the out 
erwear, sports clothing or equipment. The walls and any shelf 
members include aeration holes for allowing movement of air 
through the chamber in order to facilitate the drying of the 
outerwear, sports clothing or equipment placed in the cham 
ber. The unit may be provided with a drying fan to encourage 
an air?ow past the outerwear, sports clothing or equipment in 
the chamber to facilitate drying of same. The unit may also be 
provided with hangars for hanging the outerwear, sports 
clothing or equipment. These hangars are siZed and shaped to 
be removably inserted into any one of the aeration holes. 
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STORAGE AND DRYING UNIT FOR 
STORING AND DRYING OUTERWEAR, 
SPORTS CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to storage units such as 
lockers and, more particularly, to lockers for storing outer 
Wear, sports clothing, equipment and accessories. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Professional athletes such as baseball, basketball 
and football players have personal lockers in the locker rooms 
of stadiums and the like in Which their personal equipment is 
stored. Such lockers are constructed of heavy gauge metal 
frame members Which are Welded together, and sheet metal 
Wall and shelf panels Which are either Welded, riveted or 
bolted to the frame members to provide the necessary struc 
tural integrity for the intended use and expected abuse of the 
locker during use. Having such a locker is coveted as being a 
symbol of belonging or having made a certain team. 

[0003] Sports teams market their entertainment to various 
groups, including young people, such as preteen and teenag 
ers, Who may identify With such professional athletes and 
athletic teams. Indeed many young people emulate their 
sports heros and pursue similar athletic pursuits at age appro 
priate levels. Many sports also involve the use of protective 
equipment, some of Which is bulky and not easily Washed. In 
the case of hockey equipment, it is usually stored in a hockey 
bag, Which is convenient for transporting and collecting all of 
the gear, but tends to cause the sWeaty gear to be left in a 
closed airless bag betWeen uses Which can result in bacterial 
and mold groWth, leading to foul smells and unsanitary con 
ditions. This applies to other sports having Wearable protec 
tive equipment such as football. 

[0004] A problem With such protective equipment is that it 
is not easily Washable. Often it is composed of combinations 
of special fabrics and plastic components Which are not 
machine Washable. Thus, in the event that the equipment 
becomes foul, the only recourse is to have it sent out for 
expensive custom cleaning. Being able to extend the time 
betWeen such expensive cleaning is desirable. Thus, many 
types of drying stands and racks have been proposed in the 
past for the sports equipment to be hung on to permit it to air 
dry. HoWever, often the children are not motivated to use the 
drying rack. In not using the drying racks the sports equip 
ment becomes foul and is no longer tolerable in the bedrooms 
or even in the dWelling space, and may have to be consigned 
to garages and porches Where the smell is excluded from the 
living space. 
[0005] In addition to drying racks, specialised lockers have 
been proposed for the purpose of containing such sports 
clothing and equipment, as set out in the folloWing examples. 
[0006] One attempt at a dressing locker for home use is 
disclosed in US. Pat. No. 4,974,524 to Long, II. HoWever, 
While this design is an improvement over prior sports lockers 
due to its open air design, it is still largely unsuitable for 
locations of a house lacking in su?icient air circulation. Since 
the shelves of this locker are of a solid construction, they 
block any air ?oW up or doWn through the locker. Wet clothing 
and/or sports equipment placed inside the locker Will still 
remain moist for quite some time before the moisture evapo 

Oct. 16, 2008 

rates and the contents dry. Thus bacterial and mold formation 
and the resulting foul odours are still a problem With designs 
of this type. 
[0007] There have been prior attempts to create an air How 
in lockers or to remove foul odours from lockers. For, 
example, in US. Pat. No. 5,664,997 to Hess, there is dis 
closed an apparel equipment locker incorporating contami 
nation and toxic materials extraction and evacuation system. 
HoWever, lockers of this type require complicated ducting 
and venting paths to be built into the building and connected 
to the locker and are dif?cult and expensive to install. More 
over, the lockers are designed to be hermetically sealed so that 
inside air can be actively sucked out and passively replaced 
With outside air through separate pipes. 
[0008] As another example, in US. Pat. No. 6,889,449 to 
Silver, there is disclosed a sanitiZing cabinet for sports equip 
ment. This design incorporates a system of fans for circulat 
ing oZone containing gas inside a closed cabinet. These cabi 
nets are also intended to be hermetically sealed to prevent 
oZone from seeping from inside the cabinet into the room. 
Moreover, sanitiZing cabinets of this sort are intended to be 
used on a commercial basis for sanitiZing sports equipment 
and are not suitable for home use, such as for children to store 
and dry their sports clothing and equipment in a bedroom. 
[0009] It is also knoWn in the art, as shoWn in US. Pat. No. 
5,369,892, that one may use self-contained dryers for accom 
modating sports equipment. The dryers have Walls Which 
cause heated air to circulate in the drying chambers to 
decrease the moisture content of the air and increase the 
drying energy ef?ciency. BloWers and fans associated With 
electric heaters operate to circulate heated air through the 
drying chambers. HoWever, such drying cabinets are simi 
larly not intended for children to store and dry their sports 
clothing and equipment in their bedroom. 
[0010] A problem With such prior inventions is that they are 
generally too expensive to be Widely implemented. Further 
they require some adult supervision and maintenance and so 
are not so suitable for young athletes. What is desired is a 
simple yet reliable system of eliminating the problem of 
moisture laden equipment becoming bacteria and mold laden 
and foul, and Which is suitable for use by young athletes. A 
device that Would encourage the use of the device by such 
young athletes is also desirable. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] The present invention is directed to a simple and yet 
effective device to prevent the moisture associated With 
recently Worn outerWear, sports clothing and sports equip 
ment from encouraging the groWth of bacteria and mold 
Which tend to generate foul odours. The device encourages 
rapid drying of sWeat and other moisture and is attractively 
designed to encourage its use by young athletes. 
[0012] In one aspect the present invention is directed to a 
storage and drying unit to be used by children and adults alike 
to store and dry their outerWear, sports clothing and sports 
equipment in their home. In one embodiment the unit emu 
lates a professional sports team locker and includes, among 
other things, a name plate for the oWner. The locker of the 
present invention may be decorated to simulate a locker used 
by the oWner’s favourite professional athlete or team. 
[0013] In another aspect the present invention provides a 
simple kit of structural elements Which are light Weight and 
easy to make, use and assemble, but on the other hand include 
functional elements to promote the drying of Wet outerWear, 



US 2008/0252189 A1 

sports clothing and equipment. These elements include an 
open front and Walls having ventilation openings. Shelving 
can be included in the locker Which can also include air 
passageWays for improved ventilation. Most preferably the 
device includes a drying fan, and the ventilation openings are 
positioned relative to the fan to promote the How of air past 
objects stored in the locker to facilitate drying. An ioniZer can 
also be included to deodoriZe the air, and is functionally 
positioned relative to the drying fan to have an optimum 
deodoriZing effect, such as by being able to remove airborne 
particles, including, bacteria, mold and odour particles from 
the air circulated by the fan through the locker. 

[0014] Therefore, according to the present invention, there 
is provided a storage and drying unit for storing and drying 
outerWear sports clothing or equipment, said storage and 
drying unit comprising: 
[0015] an enclosure having at least a back Wall, a top Wall, 
and tWo side Walls de?ning at least one chamber With an open 

front; 
[0016] a plurality of aeration holes disposed on at least one 
of said back Wall, top Wall, and tWo side Walls; and 
[0017] a drying fan in communication With said chamber to 
direct air?oW past said outerWear, sports clothing or equip 
ment in said chamber to facilitate drying the same. 

[0018] According to another aspect of the present inven 
tion, there is provided a storage and drying unit for storing and 
drying outerWear, sports clothing or equipment, said storage 
and drying unit comprising: 
[0019] an enclosure having a back Wall, a top Wall, and tWo 
side Walls de?ning at least one chamber With an open front; 

[0020] a plurality of aeration holes disposed on at least one 
of said back Wall, top Wall, and tWo side Walls; and 
[0021] at least one hangar for hanging said outerWear, 
sports clothing or equipment, said hangar being siZed and 
shaped to be removably inserted into any one of said aeration 
holes. 

[0022] According to yet another aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a storage and drying unit kit 
having components capable of being assembled into a storage 
and drying unit for storing and drying outerWear, sports cloth 
ing or equipment, said kit comprising: 
[0023] a plurality of frame elements, at least one back Wall 
element, a top Wall, and at least tWo side Wall elements 
adapted to form an enclosure de?ning at least one chamber 
With an open front, Wherein one or more of said back Wall 
element, top Wall, and tWo side Wall elements have a plurality 
of aeration holes disposed thereon; and 
[0024] a drying fan adapted to be in communication With 
said chamber for directing air?oW past said outerWear, sports 
clothing or equipment in said chamber to facilitate drying the 
same. 

[0025] According to a further aspect of the present inven 
tion, there is provided a storage and drying unit kit having 
components capable of being assembled into a storage and 
drying unit for storing and drying outerWear, sports clothing 
or equipment, said kit comprising: 
[0026] a plurality of frame elements, at least one back Wall 
element, a top Wall, and at least tWo side Wall elements 
adapted to form an enclosure de?ning at least one chamber 
With an open front, Wherein one or more of said back Wall 
element, top Wall, and tWo side Wall elements have a plurality 
of aeration holes disposed thereon; and 
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[0027] a hangar for hanging said outerWear, sports clothing 
or equipment, said hangar being siZed and shaped to be 
removably inserted into any one of said aeration holes. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0028] Reference Will noW be made, by Way of example 
only, to draWings illustrating the preferred embodiments of 
the invention, in Which: 
[0029] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the assembled locker 
according to an embodiment of the present invention; 
[0030] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the assembled locker 
of FIG. 1 in use; 
[0031] FIG. 3 is a top vieW ofthe inside ofa drying fan unit 
ofthe locker of FIG. 1; 
[0032] FIG. 4 is an exploded vieW of the locker of FIG. 1 
shoWing the assembled frame, a plurality of Wall elements, 
and a name plate; 
[0033] FIG. 5 a perspective vieW of the frame of FIG. 4; 
[0034] FIG. 6 is an exploded vieW of the frame of FIG. 5; 
[0035] FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of a hangar having a 
L-shaped connector; 
[0036] FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW ofthe hangar ofFIG. 7 
removably attached to an aeration hole on a side Wall via the 
L-shaped member; 
[0037] FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional side vieW shoWing the 
insertion of the hangar of FIG. 7 into the aeration hole; 
[0038] FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional side vieW of the hangar 
of FIG. 7 removably attached to the side Wall via the aeration 
hole; 
[0039] FIG. 11 is a perspective vieW of a hangar With a peg 
connector; 
[0040] FIG. 12 is a perspective vieW of the hangar of FIG. 
11 removably attached to an aeration hole on a side Wall via 

the peg connector; 
[0041] FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional side vieW shoWing the 
insertion of the hangar of FIG. 11 into the aeration hole; 
[0042] FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional side vieW of the hangar 
of FIG. 11 removably attached to the side Wall via the aeration 
hole; 
[0043] FIG. 15 is a perspective vieW of a hangar having tWo 
load bearing hook portions according to an embodiment of 
the present invention; 
[0044] FIG. 16 is a perspective vieW of a portion of the 
locker of FIG. 1 shoWing garment rods attached to a topmost 
shelf member; and 
[0045] FIG. 17 is an exploded vieW ofFIG. 16 shoWing the 
attachment of the garment rods to the shelf member according 
to an embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0046] The present invention Will noW be described in more 
detail With reference to exemplary embodiments thereof as 
shoWn in the appended draWings. While the present invention 
is described beloW including preferred embodiments, it 
should be understood that the present invention is not limited 
thereto. Those of ordinary skill in the art having access to the 
teachings herein Will recogniZe additional implementations, 
modi?cations, and embodiments Which are Within the scope 
of the present invention as disclosed and claimed herein. In 
the ?gures, like elements are given like reference numbers. 
[0047] The present invention is a storage and drying unit, or 
locker, for storing and drying outerWear, sports clothing, 
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sports equipment, and related accessories. The locker accord 
ing to one embodiment of the present invention, intended for 
outerwear, sports clothing, sports equipment, and related 
sports accessories, is shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2, and is generally 
referred to by reference number 20. It Will be appreciated by 
those skilled in the art that While the present invention is 
particularly suited for sports equipment, it is also suited for 
other types of clothing that may become Wet, such as safety 
clothing, construction clothing, ?re ?ghter uniforms and the 
like. 

[0048] As shoWn in FIG. 1, the locker 20 has an enclosure 
having a back Wall 22, a top Wall 24, a bottom Wall 26 and tWo 
side Walls 28. The back, top, bottom, and side Walls 22, 24, 26, 
28 de?ne a chamber 30 With an open front. According to a 

preferred embodiment, the locker 20 is con?gured to have a 
height 32 that is greater than its Width 34, and to simulate a 
locker of the type used by, for example, professional athletes. 
Furthermore, the height 32, Width 34 and depth 36 of the 
locker 20 are preferably siZed and shaped to ensure that the 
chamber 30 is large enough to hold objects 38 such as, out 
erWear, sports clothing and equipment (see FIG. 2). Conve 
niently, the locker 20, may be provided With shelf members 
40 Within the chamber 30 for supporting objects 38. HoWever, 
it Will be appreciated that the locker may be provided With 
more or feWer shelf members 40, or that the shelf members 40 
may be omitted altogether, since the bottom Wall 26 is also 
suitable for supporting objects 38. 
[0049] Having described the general structure of the 
present invention, some of the aspects of the invention that 
make it particularly suitable for drying and deodoriZing 
objects stored in the enclosure Will noW be described With 
reference to FIG. 1. 

[0050] According to a preferred embodiment, the present 
invention provides that the locker 20 has Walls 22, 24, 26, 28 
and/ or shelf members 40 Which alloW moisture evaporating 
from the objects 38 Within the chamber 30 to leave the cham 
ber 30. Ensuring that moisture is not trapped in the chamber 
30 helps to reduce the relative humidity Within the enclosure, 
Where the objects are hung, to help speed the drying of the 
objects 38, thereby preventing the development of bacteria 
and mold Which are knoWn to generate foul odours. 

[0051] According to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion, a breathable enclosure is accomplished by forming at 
least some of, the back Wall 22 top Wall 24, bottom Wall 26, 
side Walls 28 and shelf members 40, With a plurality of per 
forations, or aeration holes 42. Good results have been 
obtained With round perforations measuring about 1 cm in 
diameter disposed throughout the Wall surfaces, hoWever, 
other siZes and shapes of aeration holes 42 may also be 
suitable. What is important is that su?icient ventilation be 
provided through at least some of, and preferably most of, the 
Walls 22, 24, 26, 28 and shelf members 40 to alloW air to move 
freely through the chamber 30. The movement of air through 
the chamber 30 facilitates the drying of objects 38 Within the 
chamber 30 by increasing the rate of evaporation of the mois 
ture from the objects 38. As mentioned above, drying the 
objects 38 helps prevent odour producing bacterial and mold 
groWth, thereby reducing or preventing the generation of foul 
odours. In this regard it can noW be understood that the 
aeration holes facilitate the circulation of air through the Walls 
and shelf members of the locker 20 to permit moisture to 
evaporate from the objects 38 in the chamber 30, and leave the 
chamber 30. 
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[0052] It Will also be appreciated that by means of both the 
aeration holes 42, and the open front, light is able to get to the 
objects, it being understood that light also inhibits the groWth 
of certain noxious types of mold. 

[0053] According to a most preferred embodiment of the 
invention, an electric drying fan is also provided, and is siZed, 
shaped and positioned Within the locker 20 to help move air 
through the chamber 30 and in particular, to encourage air 
?oW 44 past objects 38 placed in the chamber 30. Most 
preferably the drying fan should have a slim pro?le so as not 
to take up too much space in the chamber 30 While at the same 
time providing suf?cient movement of air Within the chamber 
30 for the purpose of drying the objects 38 placed therein. 
Good results have been obtained With a drying fan built into 
the top Wall 24 as a one piece unit having a height of 0.13 
metres, a Width of 0.92 metres, and a depth of 0.461 metres. 
The preferred drying fan unit 46 draWs air from an air intake 
48 at its top and redistributes it doWnWards through the cham 
ber 30, by tWo, ten inch, high velocity fan blades 45 attached 
to tWo separate tWenty-nine Watt motors 47 that can be oper 
ated together or individually (see FIG. 3). While the preferred 
embodiment of the drying fan unit 46 is described as having 
tWo drying fans, it Will be understood that more or feWer 
drying fans may be used. Fans and electric motors such as 
these are Well knoWn in the art and Will therefore not be 
described in further detail. The drying fan unit 46 may be 
controlled With a simple on/ off sWitch or it may be out?tted 
With a programmable timer 50 Which may be set to turn off 
automatically after a set time has expired (i.e. 120 minutes). 
Preferably, the drying unit also includes a control sWitch 52 
for controlling the speed of the fans, (i.e. Hi/LoW). 
[0054] Other locations Within the chamber 30 may also be 
suitable for positioning the drying fan. For example, the dry 
ing fan may be positioned under and separate from the top 
Wall 24. Furthermore, the drying fan may be incorporated into 
the bottom Wall 26 as a unit, or positioned under and separate 
from the bottom Wall 26 to encourage air?oW past objects 38 
placed in the chamber 30 in an upWard direction. What is 
important is that if the drying fan is provided, it be siZed, 
shaped and positioned Within the locker 20 to be capable of 
moving air past objects 38 placed in the chamber 30 in order 
to facilitate their drying. It is also contemplated that electric 
heating elements (not shoWn) or the like may be associated 
With the drying fan (i.e. Within the drying fan unit 46) to heat 
the air prior to being distributed through the chamber 30. 
HoWever, good results have been obtained Without the use of 
such heating elements, and With the fan positioned above, 
bloWing doWn on the objects to be dried. 

[0055] According to another aspect of the present inven 
tion, the drying fan, described above, may be associated With 
a means to deodoriZe the air, for example to a means to 
remove airborne particles, including bacteria, mold and 
odour particles, from the air surrounding the locker 20. A 
preferred means to remove the airborne particles from the air 
is With an ioniZer 49 built into the drying fan unit 46. The 
ioniZer 49 is an electrical device Which produces negative 
ions, and is used to improve the air quality in a room by 
removing dust, odours, allergens, such as pollen, mold 
spores, and other common pollutants, from the air. It is 
believed that the negative ions generated by the ioniZer 49 
attach themselves to the airborne particles, causing them to be 
attracted to, and stick to, one another, forming clumps of 
particles. Individually, these airborne particles are light 
enough to remain suspended in the air Where they can be 
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breathed in. However, the clumps of particles are heavy 
enough that gravity pulls them doWn to the ?oor, Where they 
can be vacuumed up and disposed of. 
[0056] The preferred ionizer 49 is one Which has a loW 
poWer consumption, such as 6 Watts or less, has a static 
electricity output of l 5 KV, and an ion output of 2-3><l06/ cm3 , 
Which results in a puri?ed air?oW output of greater than 25 
feet/minute, preferably removes particles as small as 0.01 
microns, and has a coverage of about 400 square feet (i.e. a 
20'><20' room). 
[0057] Other forms of disinfectant, such as a UV oZonator, 
a chemical disinfectant, ?lter, or the like can also be used. It 
Will be noW understood that the preferred form of the present 
invention includes positioning the ioniZer 49 relative to the 
fan to maximize the deodoriZing effect. This is accomplished 
by placing the ioniZer 49 in the air stream developed by the 
fan, so the circulated air becomes more highly concentrated 
With the ions. This improves the deodoriZing effect, by ensur 
ing the ions are continually directed at the drying objects. In 
the most preferred form of the invention the ioniZer 49 Will 
continually produce negative ions, even if the fan has stopped, 
for example, due to the timer. This Will permit a higher con 
centration of ions to accumulate in the enclosure of the 
present invention, and Will help to ensure the bene?cial 
effects of ioniZation continues. As the ioniZer 49 is located 
above the objects to be dried, and as the ions tend to fall, the 
objects are continually exposed to a supply of fresh ions. 
[0058] Having described some of the air ?oW deodoriZing 
and health aspects of the invention, the construction of the 
locker 20 Which forms the enclosure for the objects Will noW 
be described according to a preferred embodiment of the 
invention. 

[0059] Referring to FIG. 4, there is shoWn an exploded vieW 
of an embodiment of the locker 20. In particular, there is 
shoWn a frame 54, a name plate 56, and eight equally siZed 
and shaped Wall elements 58. The name plate 56 is siZed and 
shaped for attachment to the top of the frame 54 and may be 
decorated With the name of a professional athlete, the name of 
a professional team, various graphics, the name of the lock 
er’s oWner, or a combination thereof. Each of the Wall ele 
ments 58 are siZed and shaped for attachment to the frame 54 
and include a plurality of aeration holes 42. When attached to 
the frame 54, the Wall elements 58 form the side Walls 28 and 
back Wall 22 of the locker 20. The back and side Wall elements 
are preferably made of a uniform siZe, so all sections can be 
packed into a box of reasonable dimensions for shipping. The 
Wall elements 58 and name plate 56 may be attached to the 
frame 54 by any means knoWn in the art, such as by adhesives, 
separate fasteners, friction ?t coupling, or the like. As Will be 
appreciated by those skilled in the art, the Wall elements 58 
and name plate 56 may be made of various materials, includ 
ing plastic, metal, Wood, plyWood, laminates, and ?bre board. 
[0060] Referring noW to FIG. 5, there is shoWn the 
assembled frame 54 Without the Wall elements 58 or name 
plate 56. The frame 54 is made up of a plurality of vertical 
frame elements 60 Which connect to the top Wall 24, bottom 
Wall 26, and shelf members 40 by friction ?t joints as 
described in more detail beloW. The top Wall 24 includes the 
drying fan as a unit 46 as described above. The bottom Wall 26 
has legs 62 attached thereto, by friction ?t joints, for support 
ing the assembled locker 20. It is also contemplated that the 
bottom Wall may be integrally formed With the legs 62. Fur 
thermore, the legs 62 may be substituted With Wheels (not 
shoWn), so that the assembled locker 20 may be easily moved 
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along a ?oor to aid location and relocation of the locker 20. 
Attaching the back and side Walls 22, 28 to the frame 54 forms 
an enclosure, Wherein the back, top, bottom, and side Walls 
22, 24, 26, 28 de?ne a chamber 30 With an open front, as best 
seen in FIG. 1. While shoWn With a bottom Wall, it is appre 
ciated that a bottom Wall is not required but is preferred for 
structural and aesthetic reasons. Also, other Walls can be left 
off to improve air ?oW, but the most preferred form is as 
shoWn, i.e. an open faced enclosure. 
[0061] Preferably the frame is constructed as shoWn in FIG. 
6. As can be seen the bottom Wall 26 and tWo shelf members 
40 are identical, and have a plurality of aeration holes 42 
therethrough, While the top Wall 24 differs in that it includes 
the drying fan as a unit 46. HoWever, each of the bottom Wall 
26, drying fan unit 46 and shelf members 40 have apertures at 
each comer. The apertures 64 are siZed and shaped to fric 
tionally engage corresponding male connectors 66 from both 
sides. The bottom Wall 26 and shelf members 40 are spaced 
apart vertically by a plurality of vertical frame elements 60. 
All of the vertical frame elements 60 are identical, and include 
a male connector 66 at one end and a female connector 68 at 
the opposite end. The male connector 66 on each vertical 
frame element is siZed and shaped to frictionally engage a 
corresponding aperture 64 on one side of the bottom Wall 26, 
shelf member 20 and drying fan unit 46. Furthermore, the 
male connector 66 on each vertical frame element 60 is siZed 
and shaped to frictionally engage the female connector 68 of 
another vertical frame element 60. The end of the vertical 
frame element 60 having the female connector 68 may be 
connected to a corresponding aperture 64 via a connector 
?tting 70 having male connectors 66 on both ends: one for 
frictionally engaging the female end of the vertical frame 
element 60, and one for frictionally engaging the aperture 64. 
This design permits tWo shelf members 40, a shelf member 40 
and a bottom Wall 26, or a shelf member 40 and a drying fan 
unit 46 to be spaced apart by at least tWo different lengths by 
using identical vertical frame elements 60, Which saves on 
manufacturing costs. Although the preferred embodiment has 
tWo shelf members 40, it Will be appreciated that more or 
feWer shelf members 40 may be accommodated Within the 
chamber 30 in a similar fashion as described above. 

[0062] As mentioned above, the bottom Wall 26 may be 
con?gured to include the drying fan as a unit, instead of the 
top Wall 24. Furthermore, it is also contemplated that the 
drying fan may be separate from the top Wall 24 or bottom 
Wall 26, in Which case, the top Wall 24, bottom Wall 26, and 
shelf members 40 may be made to be identical. It Will be 
understood that according to this embodiment, the drying fan 
Will need to be adapted to attach either to the topside or 
underside of the top Wall 24. Furthermore, the drying fan may 
be adapted to attach either to the topside or underside of a 
shelf member 40, or bottom Wall 26. Moreover, there is noth 
ing preventing the use of more than one drying fan except for 
manufacturing cost considerations. 
[0063] Although the above description of the preferred 
frame 54 construction utiliZes a friction ?t coupling system, it 
Will be appreciated that in other embodiments the drying fan 
unit 46 (or top Wall 24), bottom Wall 26, and/or shelf members 
40 may be connected to the vertical frame elements 60 by the 
use of fasteners, adhesives or the like, as is Well knoWn in the 
art. 

[0064] Furthermore, it is also contemplated that the locker 
20 may be constructed With a frame made of vertical frame 
elements connected to horiZontal frame elements. According 
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to this embodiment the horizontal frame elements function to 
horizontally space apart the vertical frame elements. The 
vertical and horizontal frame elements may be formed of 
angled metal as is knoWn in the art. The back Wall 22, top Wall 
24, bottom Wall 26, and side Walls 28 may then be attached to 
the frame to form the chamber 30, and one or more shelf 
members may be attached to the frame, back Wall 22 or side 
Walls 28 Within the chamber 30. 

[0065] Furthermore, While it is preferable that the locker 20 
be constructed as above With a frame 54, it is also contem 
plated that the locker 20 may be constructed Without a frame, 
in Which case, the Wall elements 58 and shelf members 40 
may be assembled in a knoWn manner to form the chamber 
30. What is important is to form a chamber 30 for holding 
objects 38, and positioning a drying fan in the locker 20 so as 
to move the air past the objects 38 in the chamber 30. 

[0066] According to another embodiment of the present 
invention, the locker 20 may be ?tted With one or more 
hangars 72 for hanging objects 38 such as outerWear, sports 
clothing and equipment in the locker 20. These hangars 72 
may come in various shapes and sizes and can be user posi 
tioned Within the chamber 30 of the locker 20. As shoWn in 
FIG. 7, the hangars 72 have a load bearing or hook portion 74, 
and an anchor portion 76 adapted to engage the aeration holes 
42 formed in the Walls of the locker 20, so that the position of 
the hangars 72 can be individualized to suit personal tastes. 
The hangars 72 may also be user positioned outside of the 
locker chamber 30 via aeration holes on the back 22 and/or 
side Walls 28. Although, the hangars 72 may be removably 
attached to the Walls 22, 24, 26, 28 and/or shelf members 40 
of the locker 20 by several means knoWn in the art, good 
results have been achieved by attaching the hangars 72 to the 
aeration holes 42 either by a friction ?t connection via an 
L-shaped member 78 as shoWn in FIGS. 7 to 10, or by a peg 
80 as shoWn in FIGS. 11 to 14. FIG. 8 shoWs a hangar 72 
connected to an aeration hole 42 via the L-shaped member 78, 
and FIGS. 9 and 10 shoW the connection in sequence in bloWn 
up draWings. FIG. 12 shoWs a hangar 72 connected to an 
aeration hole 42 via a peg 80, and FIGS. 13 and 14 shoW the 
connection in sequence in bloWn up draWings. Either hangar 
72 may be made from plastic or shaped metal as is knoWn in 
the art. FIG. 15 shoWs a hangar 72 having tWo hook portions 
74 according to another embodiment of the present invention. 

[0067] According to another embodiment of the present 
invention, the locker 20 may be ?tted With one or more 
garment rods 82 for supporting conventional garment hangars 
84 (see FIG. 2), or the like, as shoWn in FIG. 16. The garment 
rods 82 may be of any material, so long as they are suf?ciently 
rigid to support a load suspended therefrom, While supported 
at their ends. Preferred materials include, plastic, metal, and 
Wood. As best seen in FIG. 17, three such garment rods 84 are 
suspended from the underside of the topmost shelf member 
40 via clip members 86 at the ends of each garment rod 82. 
The clip members 86 have tWo ends. One end has a loop 88 
sized and shaped to permit the garment rod 82 to pass there 
through. The other end of the clip member 86 is con?gured to 
frictionally engage a corresponding slot 92 on the shelf mem 
her. For example, the other end of the clip member 86 may be 
formed With an arroW head shape 90, Which When forced into 
a slot 92 in the shelf member 40 causes the slot 92 to deform 
into an open position alloWing the arroW head 90 to pass 
through. HoWever, because the slot 92 is biased to its natural 
closed position, once the arroW head 90 passes therethrough, 
the slot 92 closes and locks the clip member 86 to the shelf 
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member 40. Other means for suspending garment rods 82 
from the topmost shelf member 40 Will be apparent to a 
person skilled in the art, all of Which are contemplated by the 
present invention. 
[0068] It is contemplated that the locker 20 described above 
may be provided either in a fully constructed form, or in the 
form of an easy to assemble kit, Whereby the components of 
the locker 20 are assembled by the user. 
[0069] Finally, as Will be understood by those skilled in the 
art, locker 20 may be decorated to simulate the look of a 
professional sports team/league, by for example displaying 
the name of the team/league (i.e. NFL® or NHL®, etc.), 
graphics, logos and the player’s name on the name plate 56 as 
Well as the surfaces of the Walls 22, 24, 26, 28 and shelf 
members 40 of the locker 20. 
[0070] The invention is also directed to the folloWing 
embodiments as described in the statements beloW: 
[0071] l. A storage and drying unit for storing and drying 
outerWear, sports clothing or equipment, said storage and 
drying unit comprising: 
[0072] an enclosure having a back Wall, a top Wall, and tWo 
side Walls de?ning at least one chamber With an open front; 
[0073] a plurality of aeration holes disposed on at least one 
of said back Wall, top Wall, and tWo side Walls; and 
[0074] at least one hangar for hanging said outerWear, 
sports clothing or equipment, said hangar being sized and 
shaped to be removably inserted into any one of said aeration 
holes. 
[0075] 2. A storage and drying unit according to statement 
1, Wherein said enclosure further has a bottom Wall. 
[0076] 3. A storage and drying unit according to statement 
2, Wherein said bottom Wall has a plurality of aeration holes. 
[0077] 4. A storage and drying unit according to statement 
3, further comprising at least one roller mounted to said 
bottom Wall for ease of location and relocation of said unit 
along a ?oor. 
[0078] 5. A storage and drying unit according to statement 
1, Wherein said enclosure is formed from a single Wall ele 
ment. 

[0079] 6. A storage and drying unit according to statement 
1, Wherein said enclosure is formed from a plurality of Wall 
elements. 
[0080] 7. A storage and drying unit according to statement 
6, Wherein each one of said plurality of elements is identical 
in size and shape. 
[0081] 8. A storage and drying unit according to statement 
1, further comprising at least one roller mounted to a bottom 
portion of said unit for ease of location and relocation of said 
unit along a ?oor. 
[0082] 9. A storage and drying unit according to statement 
1, further comprising at least one shelf member disposed 
Within said chamber, said shelf member having a plurality of 
aeration holes. 
[0083] 10. A storage and drying unit according to statement 
9, further comprising a plurality of vertical frame elements 
Which are held in position by said at least one shelf member, 
Wherein said vertical frame elements and said at least one 
shelf member form a frame, said frame supporting said back 
Wall, top Wall, and tWo side Walls of said enclosure. 
[0084] l l .A storage and drying unit according to statement 
1, further comprising a name plate attached to a top, front 
portion of said storage and drying unit. 
[0085] l2.A storage and drying unit according to statement 
11, Wherein said name plate is attached to said top Wall. 
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[0086] 13 . A storage and drying unit according to statement 
1, further comprising a plurality of vertical frame elements 
Which are held in position by said top Wall, Wherein said 
vertical frame elements and said top Wall form a frame, said 
frame supporting said back Wall and tWo side Walls of said 
enclosure. 

[0087] l4.A storage and drying unit according to statement 
1, further comprising a means to deodoriZe air emanating 
from said outerWear, sports clothing or equipment. 
[0088] 15 . A storage and drying unit according to statement 
14, Wherein said means to deodoriZe air comprises a means to 
remove airborne particles. 

[0089] l6.A storage and drying unit according to statement 
15, Wherein said airborne particles comprise bacteria, mold 
spores, dust particles, pollen, or odour particles. 
[0090] l7.A storage and drying unit according to statement 
16, Wherein said means to remove said airborne particles is an 
ioniZer. 

[0091] 18.A storage and drying unit according to statement 
17, further comprising a drying fan in communication With 
said chamber to direct air?oW past said outerWear, sports 
clothing or equipment in said chamber to facilitate drying the 
same, Wherein said ioniZer is positioned in the air?oW 
directed by said drying fan. 
[0092] l9.A storage and drying unit according to statement 
18, Wherein said drying fan is controlled by a programmable 
timer. 

[0093] 20. A storage and drying unit according to statement 
1, Wherein said enclosure is made of one or more of plastic, 
metal, Wood, and ?bre board. 
[0094] 21 .A storage and drying unit according to statement 
1, further comprising a plurality of vertical frame elements 
Which are held in position by a plurality of horiZontal frame 
elements, Wherein said vertical frame elements and said hori 
Zontal frame elements form a frame, said frame supporting 
said back Wall, top Wall, and tWo side Walls of said enclosure. 
[0095] 22.A storage and drying unit according to statement 
21, Wherein said vertical frame elements, and said horiZontal 
frame elements are made of angled metal. 

[0096] 23 . A storage and drying unit kit having components 
capable of being assembled into a storage and drying unit for 
storing and drying outerWear, sports clothing or equipment, 
said kit comprising: 
[0097] a plurality of frame elements, at least one back Wall 
element, a top Wall, and at least tWo side Wall elements 
adapted to form an enclosure de?ning at least one chamber 
With an open front, Wherein one or more of said back Wall 
element, top Wall, and tWo side Wall elements have a plurality 
of aeration holes disposed thereon; and 
[0098] a drying fan adapted to be in communication With 
said chamber for directing air?oW past said outerWear, sports 
clothing or equipment in said chamber to facilitate drying the 
same. 

[0099] 24. The storage and drying unit kit according to 
statement 23, further comprising a bottom Wall. 

[0100] 25. The storage and drying unit kit according to 
statement 24, Wherein said bottom Wall has a plurality of 
aeration holes. 

[0101] 26. The storage and drying unit kit according to 
statement 23, further comprising at least one shelf member 
adapted to be disposed Within said chamber, said shelf mem 
ber having a plurality of aeration holes. 
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[0102] 27. The storage and drying unit kit according to 
statement 23, further comprising an ioniZer adapted for posi 
tioning in the air?oW directed by the drying fan. 
[0103] 28.A storage and drying unit kit having components 
capable of being assembled into a storage and drying unit for 
storing and drying outerWear, sports clothing or equipment, 
said kit comprising: 
[0104] a plurality of frame elements, at least one back Wall 
element, a top Wall, and at least tWo side Wall elements 
adapted to form an enclosure de?ning at least one chamber 
With an open front, Wherein one or more of said back Wall 
element, top Wall, and tWo side Wall elements have a plurality 
of aeration holes disposed thereon; and 
[0105] a hangar for hanging said outerWear, sports clothing 
or equipment, said hangar being siZed and shaped to be 
removably inserted into any one of said aeration holes. 
[0106] 29. The storage and drying unit kit according to 
statement 28, further comprising a bottom Wall. 
[0107] 30. The storage and drying unit kit according to 
statement 29, Wherein said bottom Wall has a plurality of 
aeration holes. 
[0108] 31 . A storage and drying unit kit according to state 
ment 28, further comprising at least one shelf member 
adapted to be disposed Within said chamber, said shelf mem 
ber having a plurality of aeration holes. 
[0109] The contents of CA 2584573 from Which this appli 
cation claims priority is incorporated herein by reference in 
its entirety. 
[0110] While reference has been made to various preferred 
embodiments of the invention other variations are compre 
hended by the broad scope of the appended claims. Some of 
these have been discussed in detail in this speci?cation and 
others Will be apparent to those skilled in the art. All such 
variations and alterations are comprehended by this speci? 
cation are intended to be covered, Without limitation. 

1. A storage and drying unit for storing and drying outer 
Wear, sports clothing or equipment, said storage and drying 
unit comprising: 

an enclosure having at least a back Wall, a top Wall, and tWo 
side Walls de?ning at least one chamber With an open 

front; 
a plurality of aeration holes disposed on at least one of said 

back Wall, top Wall, bottom Wall and tWo side Walls; and 
a drying fan in communication With said chamber to direct 

air?oW past said outerWear, sports clothing or equip 
ment in said chamber to facilitate drying the same. 

2. A storage and drying unit according to claim 1, Wherein 
said enclosure further has a bottom Wall. 

3. A storage and drying unit according to claim 2, Wherein 
said bottom Wall has a plurality of aeration holes. 

4. A storage and drying unit according to claim 2, further 
comprising at least one roller mounted to said bottom Wall for 
ease of location and relocation of said unit along a ?oor. 

5. A storage and drying unit according to claim 1, Wherein 
said enclosure is formed from a single Wall element. 

6. A storage and drying unit according to claim 1, Wherein 
said enclosure is formed from a plurality of Wall elements. 

7. A storage and drying unit according to claim 6, Wherein 
each one of said plurality of Wall elements is identical in siZe 
and shape. 

8. A storage and drying unit according to claim 1, further 
including at least one hangar for hanging said outerWear, 
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sports clothing or equipment, said hangar being siZed and 
shaped to be removably attached to any one of said aeration 
holes. 

9. A storage and drying unit according to claim 1, further 
comprising at least one roller mounted to a bottom portion of 
said unit for ease of location and relocation of said unit along 
a ?oor. 

10. A storage and drying unit according to claim 1, further 
comprising at least one shelf member disposed Within said 
chamber, said shelf member having a plurality of aeration 
holes. 

11 . A storage and drying unit according to claim 10, further 
comprising a plurality of vertical frame elements Which are 
held in position by said at least one shelf member, Wherein 
said vertical frame elements and said at least one shelf mem 
ber form a frame, said frame supporting said back Wall, top 
Wall, and tWo side Walls of said enclosure. 

12. A storage and drying unit according to claim 1, further 
comprising a name plate attached to a top, front portion of 
said storage and drying unit. 

13. A storage and drying unit according to claim 12, 
Wherein said name plate is attached to said top Wall. 

14. A storage and drying unit according to claim 1, further 
comprising a plurality of vertical frame elements Which are 
held in position by said top Wall, Wherein said vertical frame 
elements and said top Wall form a frame, said frame support 
ing said back Wall and tWo side Walls of said enclosure. 

15. A storage and drying unit according to claim 1, further 
comprising a means to deodoriZe air emanating from said 
outerWear, sports clothing or equipment. 

16. A storage and drying unit according to claim 15, 
Wherein said means to deodoriZe air comprises a means to 
remove airborne particles. 

17. A storage and drying unit according to claim 16, 
Wherein said airborne particles comprise bacteria, mold 
spores, dust particles, pollen, or odour particles. 

18. A storage and drying unit according to claim 17, 
Wherein said means to remove said airborne particles is an 
ioniZer. 

19. A storage and drying unit according to claim 18, 
Wherein said ioniZer is positioned in the air?oW directed by 
said drying fan. 
20.A storage and drying unit according to claim 1, Wherein 

said drying fan is controlled by a programmable timer. 
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21 . A storage and drying unit according to claim 1, Wherein 
said enclosure is made of one or more of plastic, metal, Wood, 
and ?bre board. 

22. A storage and drying unit according to claim 1, further 
comprising a plurality of vertical frame elements Which are 
held in position by a plurality of horiZontal frame elements, 
Wherein said vertical frame elements and horiZontal frame 
elements form a frame, said frame supporting said back Wall, 
top Wall, and tWo side Walls of said enclosure. 

23. A storage and drying unit according to claim 22, 
Wherein said vertical frame elements, and said horizontal 
frame elements are made of angled metal. 

24. A storage and drying unit for storing and drying outer 
Wear, sports clothing or equipment, said storage and drying 
unit comprising: 

an enclosure having a back Wall, a top Wall, and tWo side 
Walls de?ning at least one chamber With an open front; 

a plurality of aeration holes disposed on at least one of said 
back Wall, top Wall, and tWo side Walls; and 

at least one hangar for hanging said outerWear, sports cloth 
ing or equipment, said hangar being siZed and shaped to 
be removably inserted into any one of said aeration 
holes. 

25-50. (canceled) 
51. A storage and drying unit kit having components 

capable of being assembled into a storage and drying unit for 
storing and drying outerWear, sports clothing or equipment, 
said kit comprising: 

a plurality of frame elements, at least one back Wall ele 
ment, a top Wall, and at least tWo side Wall elements 
adapted to form an enclosure de?ning at least one cham 
ber With an open front, Wherein one or more of said back 
Wall element, top Wall, and tWo side Wall elements have 
a plurality of aeration holes disposed thereon; and 

a hangar for hanging said outerWear, sports clothing or 
equipment, said hangar being siZed and shaped to be 
removably inserted into any one of said aeration holes. 

52-54. (canceled) 


